2018 Iowa District West Convention Daily Summary—Sunday, June 24, 2018
Opening worship was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church—Spirit Lake. The service began one half
hour later than scheduled because of heavy rains in the area that made traffic difficult. No arks were
spotted, but worshippers gathered safely in the naïve to be comforted and encouraged by God’s
presence in Word and Sacrament and by Christian fellowship, provided by Immanuel following the
service.
The Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller, 1st Vice President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, delivered
the message based on the Convention theme “Bound Together in Christ’s Love”—text: Colossians
3:12-17.
Among the points Dr. Mueller made, was to raise the question—following the reading of the text:
“What kind of person writes this stuff…?” He then went on to present a brief overview of Saul’s life
and the Damascus Road experience that made him a changed man.
Using support passages from some of Paul’s other letters, i.e. Philippians and Ephesians, Dr. Mueller
noted that when you come to know the risen Christ there are going to be some changes—you can’t
help but be affected.
Dr. Mueller observed the ropes on the tables in the convention room at Camp, and speculated that
they were intended for some visual purpose to tie into the theme of being bound together in
Christ’s love.
Referring to the word “forgive” in the text from Colossians, Mueller explained that it was not one of
the usual Greek words for forgive, but a word that means to “grace someone.”
An especially helpful metaphor Dr. Mueller shared was to “let the peace of Christ be the ‘umpire’ in
your heart—calling the balls and strikes, so to say, of our actions and words. Adding from the text,
“whatever you do…do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him,” Dr. Mueller asked, do our decisions to view questionable online sites; post possibly
offensive divisive comments on social media; or engage in any other harmful or destructive activity,
be said to be “doing it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,” or do we leave some areas of our lives out
of that directive of Paul’s?
Quoting Martin Luther, Dr. Mueller relates how “Faith unites the soul with Christ as a bridegroom
and a bride. And what belongs to one becomes the others. He receives all of our sins and shame and
we receive His perfect righteousness.
Applying this to the body of Christ, we hold each other to everything that Christ has done for us.
The same living Lord that changed Paul has also changed us.
Following the service, The Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, President of Iowa District West, greeted the
delegates and thanked Immanuel for hosting the service. Special thanks were also offered to the
organist, Mary Lou Ayres, who has been faithfully serving our District Convention worship services
for many years.
The business at Immanuel concluded with some brief orientation for delegates and an opportunity
to meet with the various floor committees. Fellowship was provided by Immanuel Lutheran
members.

