he Messenger

February 2019
A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF
IOWA DISTRICT WEST, LCMS

TABLE OF CONTENTS
DISTRICT NEWS

* Planting Together * - please share in your bulletin and/or newsletter
1. Education, Youth, and Family Life—Rhonda Mohr
2. Business Manager News—Roger Curtis
3. LCEF—Carole White
4. Mission Opportunities—Rev. Mark Gerken
5. IOWAY—Ellie Menz
6+. Mission Central (Events at Mission Central)—Gary Thies & Rev. Brent Smith
7. Amigos en Cristo—Rev. Dan Vogel

8. Hispanic Outreach in Siouxland—Rev. Henry Witte
9. The Lamplighter—Rev. Russell Senstad
MINISTRY PARTNERS
Camp Okoboji (CHAOS poster)
Lutheran Family Service
ALSO INCLUDED...
Lutherans For Life Essay Contest

Operation Barnabas
Reaching Rural America for Christ Newsletter

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALL ACCEPTED
Rev. Larry Lemke, EM, Solon, to Trinity, Cedar Rapids.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Jeffrey Keuning, Casey/Dexter, to Zion, Hardwick, MN.
Rev. Scott Porath, Immanuel, Eagle, NE, to Our Saviour, Des Moines.
Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, St. Paul, Troy, IL, to St. John, Clarinda.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
CALL ACCEPTED
Izaak Wendorff, graduate of Concordia-Seward, NE, to DCE, Camp Okoboji, Milford.
CALLED TO GLORY
Edwin A. Termuende, EM, Council Bluffs, August 20, 2018.

Calendar of Events
February 14...Board of Directors, District Office
March 2...Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop, Good Shepherd, Fort Dodge
March 14-15...DCE Retreat, Lutheran Family Service Ministry Center, Fort Dodge

Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Church Worker Scholarships
Iowa District West offers substantial scholarships to those students who
are going in to full time church work or those attending one of our Concordia Universities. Applications for the 2018-2019 scholarship are located on our Iowa District West website under the tab resources and
forms and links. Applications are due by June 1. Rev. Tom Schlund,
Senior Pastor at Trinity, Algona, is our Director of Student Financial Aid.

Planting Together
February 2019
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Family Gift Fund
Did you know that you could continue giving to your
favorite LCMS ministries including your local congregation even after you die and go to be with the Lord?

All you need to do is to establish a Family Gift Fund
with the LCMS Foundation. You determine the ministries to benefit from your fund and what percentage of
the Fund’s investment income would go to each ministry. You then make plans to transfer assets from your estate to your
fund. You can do this while you are alive or at your death.
A very common asset to transfer to your gift fund would be assets from
your IRA, 401K, or annuities. These assets are income taxable if received by your children and they are tax free if you transfer them to your
gift fund. A family gift fund is easy to establish and I can assist you.
Please contact me for a personal visit.
Jim Schroeder
Iowa District West Gift Planning Counselor
515-490-7371
jim@iowadistrictwest.org

For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php

IDW Outreach to California Fires
Ellie Menz has been working to find the best way to reach out and help
those in need in response to the damage done by the California
fires. She has been in contact with Pastor Michael Meyer, LCMS Disaster Response Coordinator, and with the Disaster Response Coordinators
in the California-Nevada-Hawaii District. If you wish to donate for the
needs, please make your check payable to Iowa District West with
“Disaster” in the memo and send to Iowa District West, 409 Kenyon
Road, Suite B, Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501. If you have any questions contact Ellie at ellie@iowadistrictwest.org.
Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop
Good Shepherd, Fort Dodge
Iowa District West is sponsoring this workshop which will help married
couples to: focus on their marriage, grow in their communication skills,
have time to process with each other, celebrate the marriage with which
God has blessed them, and couples will enjoy the fellowship of other
married couples. When: Saturday, March 3; Time: Check in between
8:30am-8:50am; Workshop: 9am-2pm; Cost: $40 per couple (payable
the morning of the workshop to IDW). Morning refreshments and lunch
will be provided. Have childcare needs? Indicate on your registration. Register at the IDW website iowadistrictwest.org. Registrations
must be made by February 25. Questions about this event can be directed to Rhonda Mohr at 515-576-7666.
Save the Dates: 2019 Junior and Senior High Youth Gatherings
Junior Youth – “Come to the Table” – October 19-20
Sheraton Hotel, West Des Moines
Senior Youth – “Foundations Prepared” – November 15-17
Embassy Suites, Downtown Des Moines

Calendar of Events
February 14...Board of Directors, District Office
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STRENGTHENING
YOUR MARRIAGE
WORKSHOP

1

Couples will
Grow in their
communication skills
with each other.
Have the opportunity
to focus on their
marriage.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2019
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
FORT DODGE, IOWA
LED BY
PASTOR JONATHAN CONNER
Time: Check in between 8:30am-8:50am Workshop: 9am-2pm
Who: For ALL married couples…this is an opportunity to strengthen
your marriage
Cost: $40 per couple (payable the morning of the workshop)
Morning refreshments and lunch provided
Have childcare needs? Indicate on your registration.

Have time to process
with each other and
discuss areas that need
strengthening.
Celebrate the marriage
with which God has
blessed them.
Enjoy the fellowship of
other married couples.

Contact Rhonda Mohr to
ask questions about the
workshop.
515-573-0010

Register by February 25
Registration link posted
on IDW website
iowadistrictwest.org
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending December 2018
Anticipated Amount

$125,000

Actual Receipts

$132,380

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,375,000

Actual Receipts

$1,320,101

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(54,899)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (50%)

$687,000

Balance for District programs/operations

$633,101

Total Receipts

$1,320,101

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending December 2018

$1,320,101

Month ending December 2017

$1,356,719

Over (under) last year

$(36,618)

Stewardship Corner - Stewardship Advisors - www.stewardshipadvisors.org – 888.783.2790

LOVE ONE ANOTHER
In John 15:12 we read Jesus’ words, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” How
can we love others as Christ loved us? After all, look at what Christ did to show His love for us! Only
He could give His life to save us! St. John wrote, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down His life for us.” He doesn’t stop there, though. He continues, “And we ought to lay down our lives
for our brothers” (1 John 3:16).
It is true that only Christ could save us, and it is the greatness of that love that enables us to
forgive others as we’ve been forgiven, to serve others as Christ has served us, and to give as we have
received.
St. John continues his discourse on love in action by writing, “If anyone has material possessions
and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” That’s a good
question, but a rhetorical one, don’t you think? What is expected of us? St. John tells us, “Dear children,
let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:17, 18).
Laying down our lives for our brothers means putting the needs of others before our own. We
may be inconvenienced. We may even have to sacrifice time or money or status. What is that compared
to pleasing the Lord through your faithful stewardship of the gifts He has given you? St. Paul encourages
us in Philippians 3:7-8: “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What
is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for Whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish!”
We need a right perspective. God didn’t use that word. He called it heart! David wrote in Psalm
51:10, “Create in me a pure heart, O God.” Whether we ask for pure hearts or right perspectives, God
will know and give us what we need to love others as He has loved us.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? The current budget includes $6,000 for chaplaincy services in Council Bluffs and Des Moines.
Driving a long distance, especially during the winter, might be difficult so several part-time pastors are available
to serve you. Details and contact information are on the website at www.idwlcms.org/human-care.php.

Financial Quick Notes
 2019 Mileage Rate: 58 cents per mile for all business miles driven. To read the complete IRS
announcement, go online to www.irs.gov and search “2019 Standard Mileage Rates.” Please
note that unreimbursed mileage and other business expenses will no longer be deductible for
employees beginning in January 2018.

 New receipt vouchers were mailed mid-January. Please use these for remittances from

February 1, 2019-January 20, 2020. Donations for organizations outside the District should be sent
directly to the organization.

 Need a Federal W-4 or other IRS form quickly? Several forms are in the Treasurer’s Manual, but you can
also download the current forms directly from the IRS website. Go to www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs and
download the PDF file.

 Need a Form I-9? Find the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website at www.uscis.gov/i-9.
All church staff including pastors need a copy on file.

 State of Iowa Form W-4 (IA W-4 Employee's Withholding Certificate and Centralized Employee Registry
44-019) is online at https://tax.iowa.gov (search W4). All new employees must complete this Centralized
Employee Registry Reporting Form. Questions, email idr@iowa.gov or call 515.281.3114 or
800.367.3388.

 The Iowa minimum wage remains at $7.25. State and federal posters are no longer provided by Iowa
Workforce Center, but posters can be downloaded for free. More information is online at
www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/required-employer-posters.

 Tax calendar: January 31 deadline…

Issue Form W-2 to each employee (employers are not required to submit Form W-2 copy 1 to the state).
Complete Copy A of each 2018 Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement and W-3 Transmittal of Wage and
Tax Statement to Social Security Administration (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).
Issue Form 1099-Misc to all independent contractors/self-employed individuals (those that earned $600 or
more during the year 2018).
Complete Copy A of each 2018 Form 1099-Miscellaneous Income and Form 1096-Annual Summary and
Transmittal of U.S. Information Returns to IRS (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).

 Complete Employers Quarterly Federal Tax Return Form 941 (be sure to proof the Form 941 totals with
W-3 summary statement).

 Form 944 is designed so the smallest employers (those whose annual liability for social security, Medicare,
and withheld federal income taxes is $1,000 or less) will file and pay these taxes only once a year instead
of every quarter.

 Complete online the 2018 State of Iowa Verified Summary of Payments (VSP) to the Iowa Department of
Revenue. Questions call 800.367.3388.

The Top 10 Church Management Articles of 2018
ManagingYourChurch.com recently summarized the most popular stories from last year. There are several good
articles including information about the new tax reform called “The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.” As it will be
tax time before we know it, read the story about “Pastors Can No Longer Itemize Deductions for Business
Expenses” by church CPA and attorney Richard Hammer. To read the article, click here.

Biennial Report for an Iowa Non Profit Corporation
If not done already, it is time to complete the 2019 Biennial Report for an Iowa Non Profit Corporation. The
registered agent contact at every congregation should have received in early January an email from the Secretary
of State (SOS) business services office. At their website (sos.iowa.gov/br) enter your corporation number and
temporary code and update your registered agent and officers (President/Director, Secretary, Treasurer). To keep
your incorporation status active, you must complete this form every other year. It is important to complete this
form to provide legal protection for your leaders. The final filing deadline is due April 1, 2019. For more
information, contact the SOS at 515.281.5204, 888.767.8683, or email sos@sos.iowa.gov.

Submit your LCMS Statistics Report
Important! In late-January LCMS Rosters and Statistics mailed each congregation instructions for completing
the 2018 statistics report. This letter included the congregation ID and password needed for completing the form
online. The report includes membership data, gains/losses, education enrollment figures, and financial
information. Please be sure this letter gets to the person in your congregation who is responsible for completing
this report.
If you have not received this letter or have questions, please email rosters.stats@lcms.org or call the LCMS
Church Information Center at 888-843-5267. This statistical information is used to calculate congregational
assessments for District and Synod Conventions. It also assists a wide variety of ministry efforts at the national
level, as well as fulfilling the expectation of membership set forth in Bylaw 1.3.4. Please return the completed
report to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics by February 28, 2019.

The Lutheran Witness Subscription Rate
The rate for The Lutheran Witness remains the same for May 2019-May 2020. Including the insert, the total is
$22.68. The LW is available as an app, online, and in print. The flagship magazine of the LCMS, The LW is a
monthly publication (11 issues per year) that offers Synod news, features, columns, Q & A, and more. The
deadline for changes is March 1. If you have any questions, contact Concordia Publishing House circulation at
800.325.3040 and select Option 2 or email lwsubscriptions@cph.org. For more information or to read webexclusive stories, you can also go to www.lcms.org/witness.

Thrivent Choice Update
Thrivent Choice dollars for 2018 will be expiring soon! If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible to
participate and direct Thrivent Choice dollars to Iowa District West and other LCMS organizations. Simply go to
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) before March 31 and say “Thrivent
Choice.”
If you have a specific ministry you want to support (a mission in the District, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund,
IOWAY, Disaster relief/LERT, Youth Gathering, etc.) let me know the ministry and the amount. Thank you to
the many members who have already supported IDW!

Concordia Plan Services Wellness News
Whether it is your physical, financial, or emotional wellness, Concordia Plan Services is here to help you with
simple resources so you can Be Well…Serve Well, and continue to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Those
LCMS workers on the Concordia Health Plan are encouraged to continue activities on their Vitality account
(www.PowerofVitality.com).
It's a new year and a great place to start a healthy 2019 is by completing your Vitality Health Review (note the
Synod VHR challenge ends January 31) and Vitality Health Check - a complimentary health screening through
Quest. Appointments can be scheduled now!
Be a wellness champion for your ministry and learn about working towards a nearly free Apple watch – to go
www.ConcordiaPlans.org/Champs today!

Carole White
MBA
Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127
800-843-5233 | lcef.org

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization;
therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured
bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell
investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will
offer and sell its securities only in states where
authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s
Offering Circular. Investors should carefully
read the Offering Circular, which more fully
describes associated risks. StewardAccount
access features are offered through UMB Bank
n.a. StewardAccount products are not available
to investors in South Carolina. The Family
Emergency StewardAccount is known as the
Family StewardAccount in the state of Ohio.

LCEF Iowa District West
$1,000 Scholarship
Recipient Abigail Mullen
(pictured center) with her
family and Carole White,
LCEF District Vice President
- Iowa East and West (far
right.) White presented
Mullen’s scholarship at
her home congregation,
Faith Lutheran Church,
Adel, Iowa, on Sunday,
December 30, 2018.

Mullen Received LCEF Iowa District West Scholarship
“God has blessed Abigail with intelligence and gifts of service as well as a
strong faith,” said Carole White, Lutheran Church Extension Fund District Vice
President – Iowa East and West.
Abigail Mullen received her $1,000 LCEF Iowa District West scholarship
at her home congregation Faith Lutheran Church, Adel, Iowa, on Sunday,
December 30, 2018. Mullen graduated from Adel Desoto Minburn (ADM)
High School last spring. The daughter of Gary and Laurie Mullen, Abigail is
attending Concordia University Nebraska, Seward.
“While she is a multi-talented student, it is her humility and character that
make Abby such a likeable person,” wrote ADM H.S. Language Arts Teacher
Jacqueline Seidl in her letter of recommendation for Mullen.
“…[Abigail] is a vital member of Faith Lutheran Church…. she is truly a leader
among her peers.” Rev. John Burger wrote in his letter of recommendation.
Burger explained how Abigail was not only faithful in worship attendance
but also displayed a servant’s heart by running the church audio/visual
equipment, helping with their Wednesday evening family education
programming for children and more.
In her scholarship essay, Mullen wrote, “What I like about LCEF’s mission is
that it is Christ centered. We live in a very “me” centered world, so it is such
a blessing to have an organization that provides funds and services with
Jesus in mind. The churches and schools that benefit financially from LCEF
have the opportunity to further the Kingdom of God through the people they
touch. It is fulfilling the Great Commission as Jesus commanded.”
Apply by January 31, 2019
LCEF is blessed to provide annual district scholarships for active, faith-filled
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod students. The deadline to apply for the
2019 LCEF Iowa District West scholarship is January 31, 2018. Visit lcefcentral.
org/scholarship for more information and to apply. Follow the lcefcentral.org
newsfeed for updated announcements.
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A newsletter of resources, events, and ideas to help God’s people passionately, intentionally, and
faithfully extend the Gospel within our communities, throughout the District, and into all the world!
February 2019

I love Epiphany, with the emphasis on light!
As our Lord’s “lights,” what or whom are we
making known? What do others see in us and
our members? Are we desiring to connect
them to our congregation/church or to Jesus?
There’s no question, the charge is great and
crucial which is why the place to begin is on
our knees!
Prayer! - You can submit a prayer request about your local mission outreach efforts to Jill Davis
(jill@iowadistrictwest.org) at any time! We covet your requests and your prayers. In fact,
download a bulletin insert inviting your members to join our over 450 District mission prayer
partners. Click here.
I have copies of the following books available at no charge. Please contact me.
Skill Builders, People of Passion, and Hinges from TCN
Who Moved My Pulpit? by Thom Rainer (Leading change in the church)
Multiplication Today, Movements Tomorrow: Practices, Barriers, and an Ecosystem
by By Ed Stetzer & Daniel Im
1,000 Churches: How Past Movements Did It—And How Your Church Can, Too
by Ed Stetzer & Daniel Im
I welcome feedback on any of the articles below:
 “An Ordinary Joe,” Center for U.S. Missions. Click here.


“The Number 1 Reason for Decline in Church
Attendance…And Five Ways to Address It) by Thom
Rainer. Click here.



“5 Effective Ways to Convince a Church Guest to Return”
from Facts & Trends. Click here.
Rev. Mark Gerken, Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care & Stewardship
Iowa District West, 515-570-2331, mark@iowadistrictwest.org

More Than Giving: A Doxology Insight
Conference
in Partnership with LCMS Stewardship Ministry
What is the conference about? Presenters will provide a sound biblical and theological
foundation while offering practical solutions for churches large and small. This conference will
equip you to develop healthy stewardship lifestyles among your member households and in
your congregation as a whole.
Who should attend? Pastors, church administrators, Stewardship Board members, church
leaders and interested laity. For best results, we encourage the pastor plus 2-4 members to
attend!
Presenters: Rev. Heath Curtis, Coordinator for LCMS Stewardship, and Rev. Dr. Nathan Meador,
Assistant Coordinator, are also parish pastors who love to preach the Good News of God's
generosity toward us in Christ.

Where? Camp Okoboji
When? August 16-17, 2019
Cost? TBD, but will include program, materials, breaks and meals.
Schedule: Event check-in begins at 12 p.m. and the conference will start at 1 p.m. on Friday,
August 16. The conference ends at 12 p.m. on August 17.

Be watching for more information!
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IOWAY MISSION TRIP
The team of 28 Petal
Pushers experienced
the beauty of the
flowers and the
brokenness of the
lives of many who
live on Skid Row in
Los Angeles.
Following are some
of their comments.

Beauty
Really a great trip and highly recommended for everyone. I’m not a big flower lover, but enjoyed putting roses on the
Lutheran Hour float. Sharing Jesus through the float, in person and with those experiencing homelessness, was the
highlight of the trip.
Attending the game, even if Iowa was not playing, was a big plus for me. Probably be the only Rose Bowl game I ever get
to attend. I did not realize that there was a reception for those going to the game, so that was good.
I think this has been an awesome experience. Many thanks to Ellie and Lynn for leading this group of faithful servants.
The parade was magnificent, and I thought people were very friendly and warm.
Best experience – ever!
 God winks abounded through new relationships in our group and new relationships as we built the floats.
 Learning a lot of the details that go into making the floats was incredible! All the flowers, seeds, grass and materials. So
cool! Appreciate those beautiful floats even more!
Decorating floats – was so impressed with all the diversity in the people and yet everyone was so friendly and had a smile.
Parade – I could hardly believe I was actually sitting at the parade – more than I expected.
Ballgame – so exciting to see the bands. The stealth bomber flew over the game lower than at the parade – unbelievable!
Our group – as the days go on, I feel like I have met some wonderful people – people I feel good being around.
The Petal Pushers trip has been wonderful! I have enjoyed every part of the mission trip. We have worked hard and have
gotten a lot accomplished. I enjoyed doing the tedious work of making the floats, and it was fun to see them in the parade.
The devotions this week was on how to manage our chaos
which fit this week perfectly. Through all of the chaos we
finished the health kits and were ready to present all of the
donations to the rescue mission after finishing the floats.
The parade was amazing - to see all of the hard work being
presented to the world. We pray that the Lutheran Hour
float was able to reach the hearts of many individuals.
Upon signing up for this trip – I really did not know what to
expect – except that we would work on floats and watch the
Rose Bowl parade. Three days in – I am changed. The
group has taught me to love one another – humility –
servanthood – patience – “let it go” – serve as needed and
realize that God does not expect me to finish all that I am
working on!

Relationships – how amazing the relationships that were formed in past years and that continue to bless us forward – the
beautiful seats at the parade! Excited to watch the new things God still has planned!
This experience was the childhood dream to participate in the decorating of a Rose Bowl float. Watching and working with
so many people was so rewarding. The fellowship with the group was also tremendous; especially since I didn’t know
anyone personally. Ellie’s organizational skills are fantastic to see so many working together buying items for the
homeless and then packing the kits. Watching the parade in person brought tears to my eyes. You can’t imagine the size
and sounds of the bands and the enormous size of all the floats!

Brokenness
So many lives are broken. We were told that there are 41,000 homeless people in Los Angeles County. We can’t solve their
problems but we brought a smile and a ray of sunshine into many of those at Union Rescue Mission on January 3, 2019. We
served a meal, distributed thousands of items and worked with the children. There are currently 300 children in the Union
Rescue Mission. Following are comments from some of our team.
Awesome day! Gives clear focus to the “better to give, than receive” statement. Makes me feel incredibly blessed.
Eye-opening, makes you realize that you are blessed to have a place to call home – the same place every day. Overwhelming
to see all the tents on the sidewalks in the area of the Mission. The cost of running the mission - $54,000 per day (all donated
as they accept no government funding). Amazing!
I was very apprehensive about going to the mission, but I really feel good about what we did and with the interaction we had
with the people. They were all very appreciative of what we gave them. Many said, “God bless you.” It’s so sad to see how
they have to live. It’s heartbreaking.
The mission ministry is very organized in how they are trying to
help people get out of their current situations. The building was
very clean and the people were very appreciative of the items
we brought. It made me realize how God has blessed me.
 Amazed by what we witnessed today. So many people are
homeless and are in need of items.
 Neat to hear how grateful people are. They all or many said
“God bless you” to us when it should have been us saying that
to them first.
 Gave me warm fuzzies to be able to help others in need.
 Makes me thankful of all the blessings I have received – I am
so spoiled.
I thoroughly enjoyed working with the children at Skid Row. I was pleasantly surprised that some of them knew of Jesus. I
was deeply moved when a 6-year-old girl offered to lead us in prayer before our snack. Kids are kids no matter what their
situation. It is my hope that we were able to bring hope through Jesus to these most precious children. I’m saying prayers of
thanksgiving for the generous people who have donated items to the Children’s Room at Union Rescue Mission!
I have everything I need – not everything I want. Union Mission has made such an impact on my life. It is humbling to
serve those who have nothing. To watch moms with their children breaks my heart. One wants to fix the problems but
today was a day to share “light, joy and peace” with those we served a hot meal and give them needed items. I want to be a
light in each day and to each person God brings into my life!

Ellie Menz – IOWAY Coordinator | 515-370-1159 | ellie@iowadistrictwest.org | www.idwlcms.org
807 W. South Street, Jefferson IA 50129
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ONLY NOT NORMAL PEOPLE WOULD WORK ON NEW YEAR’S EVE!
Over the years, we have seen God call special people to be a part of HIS work at HIS Mission
Central! These special people are NOT like people of this world…they think differently, they
act differently, and they WORK differently! They are “in the world, but not of the world.”
Who would be willing to work on the 31st of December? Well, here at the Lord’s Mission
Central, we have the privilege of working with NOT NORMAL people who realize that the
only thing really important in this life is telling more and more people about Jesus before HE
returns, and that we MUST send the missionaries and keep them telling people in darkness
about our dear Savior.
Pictured is the group of NOT NORMAL
people who came to process the hundreds of
letters and gifts that arrived on the 31st of
December! Our number one NOT
NORMAL person, Veteran Missionary of 18
years of service here at the Lord’s Mission
Central, Dr. Pam Kovarna worked until
about 6:30 PM to get things closed up for the
year!
What an AMAZING group of workers for
the Lord Jesus!

THE AMAZING MAHNKEN FAMILY VISITS MISSION CENTRAL
In this journey we call “life,” God gives us special people to be our friends and to be our
“encouragers”…and we sometime forget that special gift!
One of our dearest and special families that “keeps us going” here at the Lord’s Mission
Central is the family of the Honorable Rev. Merle F. Mahnken, pastor of Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Schleswig, Iowa.
The first time that Old Missionary Gary met Rev. Mahnken was 24 years ago when Rev.
Mahnken was serving at Grace Lutheran Church in Wayne, Nebraska! Upon meeting this
man, we knew immediately he was NOT NORMAL!

What a blessing to watch his two daughters, Hannah and Sarah, grow up with the help of the
manager of all home activity, his dear wife Chris. On December 31, this family brought along
a new member of their family. Sarah, pictured on the right, is engaged to Stephen. He is
pictured next to Sarah with the family in front of
our Boss here at Mission Central. What a JOY to
have the privilege of meeting the newest member
of this amazing family.
The reason we can go 250 miles an hour here at the
Lord’s Mission Central is because of dear friends
like THE MAHNKEN FAMILY. We thank God
for their friendship and love over all these years!

FAMILIES FROM ALTA AND DENISON COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
What an encouragement and blessing to welcome families to Mission Central on Sunday
afternoon, December 30! This special group from Alta, Iowa and Denison, Iowa came to
spend a couple of hours at the world famous Mission Central. They wanted to see what God
can do in the middle of nowhere with an old set of farm buildings!
This group enjoyed seeing the Ministry Center pictures, the Creation Theater and the special
Barn Museum, where the Word became Flesh and dwelt among us!

These families are
pictured in the Creation
Theater. What a JOY to
share the message of
Jesus with these NOT
NORMAL people!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Mark and Megan Mantey
Uganda East Africa
Saturday, February 9, 2019
1 PM

Rev. David & Shelee Warner
Spain
Saturday, February 9, 2019
1:30 PM

Rev. David Baker & Family
Asia
Saturday, February 23, 2019
1 PM

Jana Ingelhart
Dominican Republic
Monday, March 25, 2019
1 PM

Dr. Martin and Marie Dicke
Papua New Guinea
Saturday, June 1, 2019
1 PM

Rev. Steve and Cindy Schumacher
Ghana West Africa
Saturday, June 1, 2019
1:30 PM

Rev. Charles and Connie Cortright
St. Petersburg, Russia
Saturday, June 22, 2019
1 PM

Rev. Michael and Irene Paul
Taiwan
Saturday, June 22, 2019
1:30 PM

Rev. Dr. Joel Fritsche and Family
Dominican Republic
Saturday, July 20, 2019
1 PM

Dr. Steve Oliver and Family
Taiwan
Saturday, July 27, 2019
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

A BUSY END TO THE YEAR
2018 ended with the busy blessed celebrations of our
Lord’s coming. As we are sharing in this newsletter,,
we celebrated with special services and activities for
CHRISTMAS, for EPIPHANY, and with MISSIONS to
share the Good News beyond our own church. By
God’s grace, our new year looks to be another busy
one. We will be focusing on the transition to new
pastoral leadership through the Call process and also
strengthening our lay leadership for outreach and
education.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR:
EPHIPANY CELEBRATION
For Hispanic families, traditionally the Festival of
Epiphany is the highlight of the Christmas season.
Gifts were not given on Christmas Eve but on January 6 in remembrance of the gifts given to Baby Jesus
by the Magi. Each year, we continue the Epiphany
celebration with a special service followed by fellowship. The ladies prepared special gifts for the families.
The highlight was the “Rosca de Reyes” (Kings cake).
It is a circular cake to remind us of the King’s crown.
The fruit are symbols of the royal riches. Inside are
plastic babies and the person who finds Baby Jesus in
his/her piece is “selected” to bring tamales for the
festival of the Presentation of the Lord on February
3, 40 days after Jesus’ birth. Come and join us!

MISSION SUNDAY AT AMIGOS
Gary Thies, Director of Mission Central, visited the
Zion, Denison worship services on December 16.
We invited him to also visit our Amigos en Cristo
worship service at Zion. We gave him a number of
checks totaling $1,200 from our members and our
congregation for mission work among Hispanic missionaries in Latin and South America. We especially
want to help the missionaries in Puerto Rico and also
in Peru where our former pastor Rev. Bo & Barbara
Brink are working. May God continue to bless Mission Central in their mission support!

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT our church in 2019. For our mission friends, financial support checks can be sent to: Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, 1004 1st Avenue South,
Denison, Iowa 51442. We thank you and your church for your mission hearts!

Page 2
MISSIONS WITH THE LWML
Last month I shared a picture of the
“gorros,” stocking caps that the ladies
of Zion, Manning made and shared with
our folks in Denison and Storm Lake.
This month, Maru and Marta (center
two in red) and I went to thank the Ladies Guild at Zion. We enjoyed the
good news of their mission work
through the LWML. Thank you ladies
for your mission hearts!

CHRISTMAS EVE WITH THE PEREZ FAMILY
is an annual event at Amigos. The Perez family is originally from Mexico and they have been a blessing to our
church for many years. They are a close family and
while 3 of the daughters live together in Council Bluffs
they often come back to Denison for family time and
worship. We also celebrated Christ’s birth with a
Christmas party which included a piñata, a Christmas
dinner, and a visit with Santa. It was a busy Christmas
season and we are thankful that our families cherish this
special time together to give thanks for the coming of
the Savior!
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2018: Our ministry is a joint

outreach through our two Hispanic churches, in Denison and also in
Storm Lake. We continue to be blessed by support from many of
our District congregations and individuals. We are so grateful for
this mission support. Please pray with us that God will open doors
for a bilingual pastor to be called to serve our two ministry centers.
If you have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic ministry with Thrivent Choice dollars please contact your local Thrivent
Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We thank
all who have shared their love with us in the past year! God bless
you all and if you able visit our services every Sunday at 10:30AM at
Grace in Storm Lake and 12:30PM at Zion, Denison!

Contact Me:
Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.

Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
Email: daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + For Amigos en Cristo Lutheran in Denison and Grace Hispanic
Lutheran in Storm Lake as together we pray for God’s guidance during the pastoral
vacancy and that He would send us a permanent bilingual pastor for the ongoing ministry to the Hispanic communities. + For our bilingual youth and children as we minister
to them in both English and Spanish. + For Eliseo as he deals with cancer. + In thanksgiving for the blessings that God has provided this past year and for those that He will
grant in 2019. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison and Storm Lake and in our other two missions in Sioux City and Des
Moines. +++
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Rev. Henry and Ruthie Witte
1013 South Newton Street
Sioux City, IA 51106
712-202-4751
handrwitte@gmail.com

February 2019
5 so

we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them… Rom. 12:5-6

6 Having

Many times, we think of evangelism as one person sharing the Gospel with another person or
persons. Instead, we should see the importance of a team of members sharing the Gospel in a
variety of ways. The above verse teaches us that we all have special gifts given to us by God
and that each gift is useful for His purposes. By His grace, we have these gifts. By His grace, we
are a part of His body, the church. By His grace, we can work together in unity. By His grace,
we can leave behind selfishness and work together to help others, especially to know our Savior
Jesus Christ. By His grace, He sent His Son to save us from selfishness and self-centeredness.
By His grace, these sins are forgiven and we have His power to serve and give to others. May
our gracious God help us to work together serving those around us with His love and Word.
This past Epiphany Sunday, we had an example of how this working together resulted in the
confirmation of a new member into our congregation. Rolando Luna confessed his faith and his
desire to be a communicant member serving at Hope. When Rolando moved to South Sioux
City about 6 years ago to be with his son and grandson, he also was looking for an organization
that might help him to send wheelchairs and medical supplies to his home town in Peru. He
met someone who suggested he go to Hope Lutheran Church where they knew about the
English classes and the pastor who speaks Spanish. He met the pastor serving at Hope at that
time, Pastor Knuth, who then referred Rolando to Pastor Witte. Over the years, we had many
conversations and prayers about sending this help to Peru. Through contacts with several
Christian organizations, the wheelchairs and other aids were sent to Peru and subsequently
another shipment of clothes, blankets, and other supplies was also sent several years later. In
the meantime, Rolando also visited with Pastor Awe, the present pastor serving at Hope. A few
years ago, Rolando started to attend our Sunday afternoon Spanish worship and Bible class. He
then expressed interest in joining the church and started a confirmation course. Little by little
he progressed in the course and even with several interruptions was able to finish and
celebrate his confirmation. He wants to help others, here and in Peru, to know Jesus and to
learn about Him and His teachings in the Bible. We thank God for this new member and his
desire to serve in our Lord's church. Many Christians were involved in this process to lead
Rolando to Christ. He saw Christ in their lives and organizations, and learned of His saving
work.

Please pray for
+ Rolando’s continued growth in the faith and service to His Lord.
+ Hope congregation as they seek to use their gifts and resources to reach others with the
Lord’s love and word.
+ Opportunities to share God’s Word in English and in Spanish with the Hispanics in Siouxland.

Pastor Awe, Rolando Luna, Pastor Witte

11 For

this is the message you heard from the beginning: We

should love one another. ….. 14 We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love each other.
Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who
hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life residing in him. 16 This is how we
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can
the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.
1 John 3:11, 14-18
Because February is often called the “month of love,” I
thought I’d talk about love, real love. Which means we’ll talk
about the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
There is a ridiculous old story about a fisherman who was
enormously successful. Each morning he would take his
small boat out on the lake and within a few hours he would
return with a boat loaded with fish. People wondered, how
did he do it?
One day a stranger showed up and asked the man if he
could go along the next time the man went out fishing. The
man said, "Sure. Meet me here tomorrow morning at 5:00
and we will go out." The next morning, the two of them made
their way through the early morning mist to a small cove
where the fisherman stopped the boat and cut off the motor.
The stranger wondered where the man's fishing equipment
was. He had no rod and reel. All the stranger saw was a
small net and a rusty tackle box.

Slowly the man pulled the tackle box over to himself, opened
it, and took out a red stick of dynamite. Taking a match, he lit
the fuse of the dynamite, held it for a moment and heaved it
into the water. There was a terrific blast. Soon he was
dipping up fish in his small net and filling up the boat. After
watching this, the stranger reached into his hip pocket and
pulled out his wallet. Opening the wallet, he flashed a badge
- the badge of a game warden. Somberly he said, "You're
under arrest." This didn't seem to rattle the fisherman. He
reached into the tackle box, pulled out another stick of
dynamite, lit it, held it for a moment while the fuse burned on
down, then handed it to the game warden. "Now," he said,
"Are you just going to sit there or are you going to fish?"
That's the question I get from our lesson from I John. "Are
you going to sit there or are you going to fish?" We read,
"Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and truth." In other words, anybody can say "I love
you." Words are cheap. Action counts.
Of course, the matter is not simply "either...or." I don't
believe that the writer of I John meant that we should not use
the words. Father John Powell tells about a beautiful
friendship between two brother priests which ended in
tragedy when one was hit by a car and killed. When told, the
other ran to the scene, broke through the crowd of onlookers
and police, and kneeling at the side of his friend took the
lifeless form in his arms and cried out, "Don't die! You can't
die! I never told you that I loved you."
A Christian loves his or her neighbor by telling them and by
showing it. Real love, is a Christian love. And a Christian
love is always in keeping with God's commandments.
Several times in this passage the writer speaks of "keeping
(God's) commandments." This is an important
admonition. Since we love, we obey God and His Word.

Also, Christian love is always "In Mission." There is no love
for God that is not coupled with love for people. To love God
is to love our neighbor. We do this in word and deed. Finally,
Christian love is always a response to God's love for us. 1st
John links our ability to love to our faith in Jesus Christ.

THE LAMPLIGHTER

What is Christian love? It is love that acknowledges the
commandments of God. It is love that acknowledges that we
cannot love God if we cannot love our fellow human beings.
It is love that is a response to the love of God made manifest
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is a love
that is always centered in and on Christ Jesus. It is love not
only in word and speech, but in deed and action. It is love
that doesn't just sit there. It fishes!
Prayer:
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter ev’ry trembling heart. (LSB 700:1)
Pastor Russell Senstad
Redeemer, Sioux City, IA

Theme: “Real Love, Christian Love”
February 2019
A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa

The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Hauck Cabin Removed
Hauck has been taken down. At the present time,
nothing will be built at that location. Plans are in
process as to what will become permanent housing for
summer staff that can also be used during the other
months for retreats or small groups. The temporary
housing will be in Dan and Zebulun, which are currently
being remodeled with updated bathrooms (including
showers), insulation, heating and cooling units, and new
windows. Once permanent housing is established,
these two cabins will be available for spring, summer,
and fall usage by youth and families. They also serve as
a model for the other dorm-style cabins which we hope
to update as funds become available.

Summer staff needed!
We are currently recruiting for our 2019 Summer Staff.
This year, summer staff will be trained in all areas of
our ministry and will serve in a variety of roles. With
that being said, we are looking for people of college
age who want to work with the fulltime staff serving
God in the ministry at Camp Okoboji. Areas of
responsibility include: overnight and day camp
counselors, housekeeping, kitchen and dining hall,
maintenance, life guards and water front supervision,
media and more! To apply go to www.nloma.org.

Online registration for youth camps, family camps and
day camps are now open!!!

Go to www.campokoboji.org click on the register tab.
All Camp sponsored camps will be the same rate as
2018! If your family needs financial assistance please
contact your pastor he can direct you to forms
available from Iowa District West. Camp Okoboji also
has some Campership money available and you can
contact Lori Gamble by phone or email for more
information regarding these. The Camp Okoboji
Auxiliary will once again have their writing contest for
Concordia Cub Week camperships. Check the website
for information on this opportunity as well.

Is your congregation looking for something new, different and exciting for VBS
this summer? Consider having a team from Camp Okoboji come and lead your
VBS. We can do morning sessions, evening sessions, or even all day sessions!
If you are interested in this please contact Ministry Director Lori Gamble by
calling the camp office or by email. This year’s theme is Bound Together in
Christ’s Love! We are excited to share the love of Jesus with children across
the district!

Want a quick winter get away? We have openings in several of our Family Ministry Cabins for the
months of February-May. Winter rates apply and you do not have to reserve an entire week!
Call Joy at 712-337-3325 to see what is available!
Camp Contact Information
Website: www.campokoboji.org
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
Email: camp@campokoboji.org

Camp Okoboji
C.H.A.O.S.
Christians Hyped About Our Savior
February 15-16, 2019

For all 6th—8th Graders and Adult Chaperones

19 hours of Fun, Fellowship, Music and Bible Study!
NEW THIS YEAR...BROOMBALL!
Cost: $75 per person includes, lodging, meals, program and a t-shirt!

Bible Study Leader: DCE Tim Kightlinger, Director of Youth
Ministry at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Urbandale, IA
Music Leader: DCE Izaak Wendorff, Camp Okoboji
Activity Leaders: DCE Izaak Wendorff and Emma Schmelling
Register online at www.campokoboji.org
Check the Website for schedules and what to bring!
www.campokoboji.org

We value the partnership we have shared
with you in the care of God’s people since
1901. Thank you for your continued support
through prayer, volunteered service and
financial support, and for pointing people in
need to our services.
As a pastor of a Lutheran Church, which of
Lutheran Family Service’s congregational
programs have you utilized?


Parenting: Kids & Grief, Tech-Safe Families,
Parenting a Special Needs Child, and more.



Youth: “Whose U R” programs dealing
with: Identity & Self Esteem, Dating in the
Right Direction, Social Media, or Drama &
Friendships.



Marriage & Relationships: Marriage &
Money, Divorce Care, Strengthening your
Marriage, Couple Checkups, and more.



Critical Life Topics: Embryo Rescue through
Adoption, Physician Assisted Suicide and
Advocacy for Life in the public square as
Christian leaders in the Kingdom of the Left.



Self & Others: Mental Health & Well-Being,
Depression & Aging, Transitioning through
Life Stages, Caring for People in Crisis, and
more. Visit lfsiowa.org for more information.

To schedule a workshop in your congregation,
contact Rev. Mick Wolfram at
mwolfram@LFSiowa.org or 515-988-4324.

Lutherans For Life

2019 Iowa
Essay Contest
For students in Grades 6 through 12
Any Lutheran student or student in a Lutheran school is eligible
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents, Lutherans For Life
Contest Guidelines
1. Students will write a life-affirming essay incorporating the 2019 Conference theme: “Did
God Really Say…” and Conference Bible verse: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).
2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the
handicapped, adoption or foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician
assisted suicide or euthanasia.
3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (identify school or church) and email
address. All entries submitted by a teacher or pastor should include their name and email
address. This information should be submitted on the rubric page used in grading the
essay.
4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay
and then included in a bibliography at the end.
a. Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words
b. Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words
c. Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word via email to
kmaas48@mchsi.com by March 15, 2019.
5. There will be a $100 award for each of the two categories for the state of Iowa Essay
Contest. The two winners will advance to the national contest.
6. Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference
registration to the 2019 Regional Conference of the winners’ choice and one night stay at
the conference hotel.
7. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.
8. For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, go to www.lutheransforlife.org.

Operation Barnabas
A network of care

While I was a pre-seminary student at Concordia University in
Austin, Texas, I served as a Chaplain’s Assistant in the Texas Army
National Guard. I learned several vital skills during those years that I
still use frequently in my pastoral ministry 35 years later. Let me
share three of those skills with you.
1. Acapella hymn singing. This means being able to lead
singing without the use of any musical instruments. While leading
worship services out in the field with a group of soldiers, musical instruments or recorded music
were simply not an option. The tactical advantage of our forces had to be maintained. Simply
put, the enemy would have been able to hear us had we used musical instruments. With the
shortage of church musicians in our day, I frequently lead the people in acapella singing in my
parish ministry. This is a skill I would encourage pastors and congregational leaders to develop.
2. Extemporaneous prayer. This is a most valuable skill that can literally change the lives
of people in pain, crisis, or illness. This skill is simply praying and speaking orally anywhere,
anytime, with anyone. Many people may not be interested in hearing your “evangelism pitch.”
But I have found that most people who are carrying heavy burdens are still very likely and very
willing to give you permission to pray with them if you offer. This ability is very easy to learn.
Once a person develops the confidence to speak very simple prayers with another person, it
becomes a true joy to seek out opportunities to pray in all kinds of settings. As I would pray with
soldiers, hearing their names lifted up to heaven in the very throne room of God is perhaps one
of the most powerful weapons we have as Christians to bring hope and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ to people who truly need it.
3. Impromptu worship. Though never preferred, situations and opportunities for
impromptu worship frequently occurred during my military career. For pastors and lay leaders,
to be able to pick up a Bible and a field hymnal and have a worship service with no preparation
is a very useful skill. Every time I led impromptu worship services, the people worshiping with
me were always understanding and very forgiving of the fact that I had no time for preparation.
Yet, they still very much appreciated the opportunity to worship. I have had many opportunities
during my parish ministry for impromptu worship over the years. They have been wonderful
occasions that worshipers have enjoyed with many rich blessings.
Yes, these three aspects I’ve described are examples of what
we called in the Army, “field expedience,” doing whatever you had
to do to accomplish the mission. Having these skills, which I learned
while serving in the Army, have paid off big time during the years of
my parish ministry. Perhaps they would for you as well.
A most blessed new year, dear friends in Christ. And as we
say in the Army – Hooah!
Dr. (Sergeant) Keith Schweitzer – keithlcms@gmail.com
Website: www.drkeithschweitzer.typexpress.com / Call or text: 641-745-5143
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STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE

Our “Life Together”
•• To follow the core beliefs of
the LCMS
•• To equip rural professional and
lay leaders
•• To support congregations in
community engagement

Please Pray for

These Important Dates
Feb. 21 – Webinar
“Reaching Young Women: LWML”
with Kaye Wolff, vice-president of
Special Focus Ministries, LWML
1–2 p.m. CST
March 7 – Webinar
“Raising Young Leaders and
Lutheran Youth Corps”
with Julianna Shults, DCE, program
manager, Special MinistriesLutheran Young Adult Corps (LCMS
Youth Ministry)
1–2 p.m. CST
April 11 – Webinar
“Community Engagement”
with the Rev. Dr. Keith Schweitzer,
pastor, Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Greenfield, Ia.
1–2 p.m. CST
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Celebrating Young Leaders
ll too often, we hear people
complaining about how just
how inept, uninvolved, lazy,
apathetic and so on the younger
generation is today. We opine about
our desire for the days when the next
generation will pick up the mantle of
leadership and carry on our organizations into the future. “If only they
would just [insert action of choice].”
While this opinion might be true in
some instances, it certainly isn’t true
Tori Ritzma (left) and Malaina Pitsch (right) presented
in all of them. In fact, in the past year
at the 2018 National RSTM Conference.
I have seen it taken to task on more
than one occasion. There is one such
example I’d like to share with you here.
At the 2018 LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission National Mission Conference, we
had the great privilege of having two atypical young ladies, Tori Ritzma and Malaina
Pitsch, present a youth leadership track for our attendees. This six-session educational
offering was provided to equip youth and youth leaders to better engage each other and
those around them. This series was entitled “Speaking the Truth in Love: Youth.” Tori
and Malaina, both seniors at Saint Paul High School in Concordia, Mo., prepared by attending a leadership training event facilitated by LCMS Youth Ministry. This multi-day
training equipped youth from around the nation to use their leadership skills to “speak
the truth in love” within their congretations and communities. These young ladies
then facilitated their own training event with senior peers at a retreat sponsored by St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church Youth Fellowship. In all these events, participants were guided
through sessions that focused on understanding worldviews as well as sharpening communication skills to better share the love of Christ with others.
This youth-focused track, led by youth, will be an ongoing addition to RSTM’s
National Conference, which will allow for training of youth from around the Synod so
they can bring this type of leadership to their own areas. We encourage you to join us in
2019 with your youth and leadership. Thanks be to God for our these and other youth
leaders whose love of Christ compels them to equip others!
Pastor Todd Kollbaum
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Contact us
We want to hear from you! If you have ideas for
future issues, comments, or feedback on articles
you’ve read in Reaching Rural America for Christ,
please contact Amy Gerdts at the RSTM office.
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
205 S. Main, P.O. Box 719
Concordia, MO 64020
888-463-5127
rstm@lcms.org
lcms.org/rstm
!lcmsrstm

How to Subscribe
To subscribe to Reaching Rural America for
Christ, contact Amy Gerdts at the RSTM office
by calling 888-463-5127 or sending an email to
amy.gerdts@lcms.org.

Support This Work
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and
encourages rural and small-town congregations in
engaging their communities and growing together
in Christ through Word and Sacrament.
Click the Give Now button to
support the work of RSTM.

GIVE NOW

Thrivent members: Remember that RSTM is
eligible for Thrivent Choice Dollars!
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ave you ever planned an event hoping that young women would
attend? Or have you ever wondered, “Why don’t young women want to help out
around the church?”
If you have asked these questions, think on this:
“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9).
I attended a youth adult workshop and was given statistics on millennials. I talked to
about 30 young women in seven districts for the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML), and the conversation was a bit different. I made it personal. When you build
relationships, people feel you care about them, and they become invested in a whole
new way.
We sometimes think that we have all the right answers and our way is the best way.
Have you recently said, “We have always done it that way?” Then think on this:
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).
Yes, you can change or at least learn that there are other ways of achieving favorable
results. Perhaps the secret to reaching anyone is to be open to new ideas and ways of doing things. This is not to say that we should try change those things that are meant to be
unchanging; our Lord has promised us that He is steadfast and eternal. However, when
it comes to our events, we should be open and flexible. Perhaps, in addition to asking
why young women don’t want to help out around church, have you asked yourself, “Are
we meeting their needs or giving them opportunities that work for their lifestyle?”
The webinar presentation “Reaching Young Women: LWML” will help you in your
outreach to the young women in your parish and community.
The answer is, “The time is NOW.” Tune in to the webinar for the question.

RSTM Events Update

D

on’t forget that Rural & Small
Town Mission provides free monthly
webinars on topics important to congregations in town and country settings. Up
next is Reaching Young Women: LWML
on Feb. 21. It will be followed by Raising
Young Leaders and Lutheran Youth
Corps on March 7. Find past webinars in
our archive and watch for information on
all our upcoming events!
Register for one our Engaging Your
Community (EYC) or Engaging the
Wandering (ETW) events at lcms.org/rstm.

These partner events offer practical
resources and communication skills for
reaching out to our wandering members
and our communities with Christ’s love.
Online registration is available for both
types of events. Contact your district or
our office if you are interested in holding
an event near you. Look for upcoming
announcements about the 2019 National
RSTM Conference!
To see our calendar, visit lcms.org/rstm.
Contact our office at 888-463-5127 or
rstm@lcms.org.
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