CALL ACCEPTED
Rev. Aaron Hannemann, The Gate, Ankeny, to Ascension, Wichita, KS.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Scott Kozisek, St. Paul, Garner, to Immanuel & St. John, Rogers City, MI.
Rev. Ryan Roehrig, St. Paul, Alta, to St. Timothy, Edmonds, WA.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Richard Jones, North Dakota Boys Ranch, Minot, ND, to Larchwood/Rock Rapids.
Rev. Christopher LaBoube, St. Matthew, Mapleton, to St. Paul, Independence, MO.
Rev. John David Mull, The Vine, Grapevine, TX, to Shepherd of the Valley, West Des
Moines.

CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Gerald Milbrath, EM, Council Bluffs, 12-30-2019.
Rev. Kenneth Belz, EM, Adel, 1-8-2020.

Calendar of Events
February 8...Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop, Trinity, Algona
February 15...Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop, First English, Spencer
February 18...District Board of Directors, Fort Dodge
February 26...Ash Wednesday

Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Strengthening Your Marriage Workshops
You have two locations from which to choose:

Planting Together
February 2020
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
The Seeds of Discipline
Growing up on the farm, there were many lessons to
learn. We had "chores to do" and we had responsibility and our parents taught us how to work! There was
planting time and harvest time, and we always had
chores to do! The farm life taught us many things. We
saw how the Lord provided for us each year. However, one of the greatest blessings was we understood
the word "NO" and who was the boss. When we didn't really "get it"...there was something called DISCIPLINE. I remember
my dad saying, "This is hurting me way more than you, but you got it
coming!" The next time, we didn't forget what was coming! The Bible is
so clear on this, but we live in a bit of a different world today! In Proverbs 13:24: "He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him
is careful to discipline him." As an old man, I thank God that my parents
"disciplined me,” and they NEVER ASKED..."Honey, do you want to go
to Sunday School?" We just knew we were going to church on Sunday
morning! I thank God for Christian parents who planted those SEEDS!
Gary Thies, Mission Development Counselor
gary.thies@lcms.org
Calendar of Events
February 8...Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop, Algona
February 15...Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop, Spencer
February 18...District Board of Directors, Fort Dodge
February 26...Ash Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran Church in Algona will host a workshop
that will help married couples strengthen their marriage
whether they’ve been married a short time or for many years. Mark your
calendar for Saturday, February 8, 9am-2pm. Toni Larson, Licensed
Counselor with Lutheran Family Service, will lead us through a time to
grow in communication skills, understand how God has uniquely designed man and woman, and assist you in focusing on your relationship.
First English Lutheran Church in Spencer is another location where
this workshop will be held. Pastor Jonathan Conner will be the featured
speaker at this workshop on Saturday, February 15, 9am-2pm. Morning refreshments and lunch will be provided. Cost is $40 per couple
(payable the morning of the workshop). Childcare will be provided if
needed. Register on the Iowa District West website at iowadistrictwest.org. Look for the link under “District News.” These workshops
are sponsored by the Iowa District West Education and Family Life Committee.
Church Work as a Career?
There continues to be a shortage of full-time church workers. You may
not realize how easily you could help recruit young people to consider
church work as a vocation. Consider planting the seed in the life of a
young child by recognizing gifts they have and encouraging them to be a
Lutheran pastor, teacher, DCE, or Deaconess. Our district is blessed
with the resources to give substantial scholarships to those pursuing
church work as a full-time career. Can you think of someone you could
encourage? Pray for them.
IRS Lowers Standard Business Mileage Rate for 2020
In a New Year’s Eve announcement, the IRS lowered the standard business mileage rate for 2020. For 2019, the rate was 58 cents per mile.
For 2020, the rate is one half of a cent lower, or 57.5 cents per mile. The
standard mileage rate for business use is based on an annual study of
the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile.
The standard medical expense rate dropped from 20 cents per mile in
2019 to 17 cents per mile for 2020. The charitable mileage rate remains
fixed at the statutory rate of 14 cents per mile.
It is important to note that under the current tax law, taxpayers cannot
deduct unreimbursed business mileage on Schedule A as an itemized
deduction. However, employers can reimburse business expenses up to
the standard mileage rates, based on substantiation of the mileage, on a
tax-free basis.
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

Strengthening Your Marriage Workshops
Sponsored by IDW Education and Family Life Committee
February 8 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Algona
February 15 at First English Lutheran Church, Spencer
Choose One and Save the Date
Workshops are from 9am-2pm – $40 per couple
Morning refreshments and lunch provided
Childcare upon request
NOTICE – Flyers are included – please post

EDUCATION CONFERENCES
Iowa Early Childhood Conference – August 7
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
New Location: Shepherd of the Valley,
West Des Moines

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference – October 26-27 (NEW DATE)
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
New conference location: Sheraton West Des Moines
Hotel location: Sheraton, West Des Moines

YOUTH
Junior Youth Gathering – October 17-18
Theme: IDOL TALK
Location: Sheraton, West Des Moines

Senior Youth Gathering – November 20-22
Theme: 2020 – Faith
Fix Our Eyes – Run the Race
Location: Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines

New Bible Study Resource from CPH
This study features 24 lessons, including questions and
answers, that compare what each Gospel writer wrote
about Jesus and presents Jesus’ ministry in
chronological order. Readers come away with a better
understanding of the New Testament Gospel message
and why it is 100 percent reliable. Both Christians and
skeptics gain a better understanding of the reliability of
Scripture, and in particular how the Gospel writers
presented Jesus as the Savior of mankind with powerful
proofs and authority.
Note: There is also a Leader’s guide for this study. I know the two authors
personally as they teach Bible class at St. John Lutheran Church in Cypress, Texas
where I served for ten years.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Millennials are More than a Strategy for the Church’s Survival
Here is some breaking news for all those congregations trying to market their ministry to reach
Millennials.
Millennials are people. They are more than a group to market your ministry programs. They are not
just a set of numbers that add to the gross national product. Millennials are not the salvation of the
local church. They are not a bunch of “group marketing” test subjects. They do not all think alike
anymore that Generation X’s are all the same.
Millennials are not a bunch of whiney, entitled, self-centered adults as some in my generation have
pegged them. What this generation offers to the world is a passion and knowledge base not seen in
previous generations. They are people who have hurts, pain, struggles, and an ambition for a better
life for their families.
In that regard, they are like everyone else. To understand this talented group, you need to stop
reading studies, stop studying statistics about them, and be willing to have a conversation with them.
“We were completely surprised,” said J. Walter Thompson’s Ann Mack. “There has been a faulty
portrayal of Millennials by the media. These people are not the self-entitled, coddled slackers they’re
made out to be. Misnomers and myths about them are all over the place.” (UPI 3/30/08)
Here are some things I have discovered to talking with Millennials. I will say this upfront, I am by no
means an expert, but I do love to study people. So, this is not scientific, and I would like my Millennial
followers to fill in the gaps of my observations.

Observation One: Millennials tend to have an inner calling to give and make a
difference in the world.
I would describe this in biblical terms. In a John 13 mindset. Here is that section of Scripture.
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and
was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,
do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but
afterward you will understand.”

When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, He sent a message to the world that the idea of power,
prestige, and position had been turned upside down.
How can the King of the universe take on the passive role of a servant? I love how William Barclay
describes the meaning of the foot washing event.
“Jesus knew all things had been given into His hands. He knew that His hour of humiliation was near,
but He was aware that His hour of glory was also near. Such a consciousness might well have filled
Him with pride; and yet, with the knowledge of the power and the glory that were His, He washed His
disciples’ feet. At that moment when He might have had supreme pride, He had supreme humility.
Love is always like that.”[1] In this foot washing context, a Millennial might see this strange Rabbi as a
compassionate leader. What a shift, a leader who is a servant first.
They would connect with a leader who sees the bigger picture. Jesus noticed the hurting. He had
compassion on the masses. Jesus stopped to impact and transform the lives of the community. The
Millennials I have the pleasure of interacting and connecting with value and share the heart Jesus has
for people.

Observation Two: A Different Kind of Leadership Needed.
What I have noticed with this Millennial generation is that they get service. What I see in many
Millennials is a desire to make an immediate positive impact on the world in which they live. My
generation tended to emphasize that winning at all costs is the goal. We were taught to value rugged
individualism. Therefore, we struggle to understand this generation that leans toward working as a
collective. Millennials that I have collaborated with value servant leadership. Give me the problem
and then stand back and let us as a team figure out creative solutions. They learned to think more
about people than themselves. Millennials tend to function better with social interaction. This
servant leadership model that Jesus lays out for the disciples resonates with this generation.
In a book by David Stark, he includes this quote, “Ordinary people, concerned by a problem, an issue,
or injustice, have been empowered to become extraordinary champions of change. This is the
Millennial approach to activism, as well as to business, personal attitudes, and sometimes overall life
choices…Millennials have high ideals. But they also know their ideal must be actionable and
realizable.”
To engage with some of these passionate young people, remember they are more well-rounded,
intelligent and loving than many have reported.
[1]

Barclay, W. (2001). The Gospel of John (Vol. 2, p. 160). Louisville, KY: Edinburgh.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (Cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Month Ending December 2019
Anticipated Amount

$117,200

Actual Receipts

$142,634

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,289,200

Actual Receipts

$1,267,310

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(21,890)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$580,140

Balance for District programs/operations

$687,170

Total Receipts

$1,267,310

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending December 2019

$1,267,310

Month ending December 2018

$1,320,101

Over (under) last year

$(52,791)

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

IN THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
(LUKE 8:4-15), JESUS TELLS US THAT
GOD’S WORD CAN BE CHOKED OUT BY
THE RICHES AND PLEASURES OF LIFE.
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evils. It is through this craving that some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pangs” (1 Timothy 6:10).

We know that our lives are enriched by certain activities and disciplines.
Eating the right foods and getting proper sleep and regular exercise are
helpful and healthful habits for each of us. As God’s people, we would
add activities that strengthen our relationship with Jesus, such as an active
prayer life and spending time reading and studying God’s Word. This
time with Jesus gives us guidance, stability, and purpose for our lives.
Our lives are blessed when we focus on both our physical and spiritual
well-being.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
What is Iowa District West? Iowa District West is the Synod in this place. IDW is one of 35 districts in the
LCMS. The District consists of 168 congregations in the western half of Iowa which includes 17 circuits,
58,957 baptized members, and 47,107 communicant members. It includes 197 pastors and 98 professional church
workers. We all walk together to achieve the same mission. Your dedicated District staff encourages and assists to
provide numerous services and resources that would not be accomplished if we were not in a partnership.
Because of your monthly District and Synod support, we are able to serve in all the areas of mission/outreach,
disaster relief, human care, education (early childhood/preschools, elementary schools, family life), youth,
stewardship/advancement, ecclesiastical administration, and leadership development. With your congregation’s
mission and ministry support, we will continue to work together to carry us forward for which we have been sent.
We are on a mission to support you and Christ’s mission!

Financial Quick Notes
➢ 2020 Mileage Rate: 57.5 cents per mile for all business miles driven. To read the complete
IRS announcement, go online to www.irs.gov and search “2020 Standard Mileage Rates.”
Please note that unreimbursed mileage and other business expenses will no longer be
deductible for employees.

➢ New receipt vouchers were mailed mid-January. Please use these for remittances from
February 1, 2020-January 20, 2021. Donations for organizations outside the District should be sent
directly to the organization.

➢ Need a Federal W-4 or other IRS form quickly? Several forms are in the Treasurer’s Manual, but you can
also download the current forms directly from the IRS website. Go to www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs and
download the PDF file. Note the Federal W4 has been completely revised for 2020.

➢ Need a Form I-9? Find the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website at www.uscis.gov/i-9
All church staff including pastors need a copy on file.

➢ State of Iowa Form W-4 (IA W-4 Employee's Withholding Certificate and Centralized Employee Registry
44-019) is online at https://tax.iowa.gov (search W4). This form has been revised for 2020. All new
employees must complete this Centralized Employee Registry Reporting Form. Questions, email
idr@iowa.gov or call 515.281.3114 or 800.367.3388.

➢ The Iowa minimum wage remains at $7.25. State and federal posters are no longer provided by Iowa
Workforce Center, but posters can be downloaded for free. More information is online at
www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/required-employer-posters.

➢ Tax calendar: January 31 deadline…
Issue Form W-2 to each employee (employers are not required to submit Form W-2 copy 1 to the state).
Complete Copy A of each 2019 Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement and W-3 Transmittal of Wage and
Tax Statement to Social Security Administration (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).
Issue Form 1099-Misc to all independent contractors/self-employed individuals (those that earned $600 or
more during the year 2019).
Complete Copy A of each 2019 Form 1099-Miscellaneous Income and Form 1096-Annual Summary and
Transmittal of U.S. Information Returns to IRS (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).

➢ Complete Employers Quarterly Federal Tax Return Form 941 (be sure to proof the Form 941 totals with
W-3 summary statement).

➢ Form 944 is designed so the smallest employers (those whose annual liability for social security, Medicare,
and withheld federal income taxes is $1,000 or less) will file and pay these taxes only once a year instead
of every quarter.

➢ Complete online the 2019 State of Iowa Verified Summary of Payments (VSP) to the Iowa Department of
Revenue. Questions call 800.367.3388.

The Top 10 Church Management Articles of 2019
ManagingYourChurch.com recently summarized the most popular stories from last year. There are several good
articles including “Clergy Housing Allowance is Constitutional.” Another popular article is titled
“When the Church Office Closes for Bad Weather, Does Everyone Get Paid?” To learn more about this article
and others, click here.

Submit your LCMS Statistics Report
Important! The LCMS Department of Rosters and Statistics mailed each congregation instructions for
completing the 2019 statistics report. The letter includes the congregation ID and password needed for
completing the form online. The report includes membership data, gains/losses, education enrollment figures, and
financial information. Please be sure this letter gets to the person in your congregation who is responsible for
completing this report.
If you have not received this letter yet or have questions, please email rosters.stats@lcms.org or call the LCMS
Church Information Center at 888-843-5267. This statistical information is used to calculate congregational
assessments for District and Synod Conventions. It also assists a wide variety of ministry efforts at the national
level, as well as fulfilling the expectation of membership set forth in Bylaw 1.3.4. Please return the completed
report to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics by February 28, 2020.

The Lutheran Witness Subscription Rate
The rate for The Lutheran Witness remains the same for May 2020-May 2021. Including the insert, the total is
$22.68. The LW is available as an app, online, and in print. The flagship magazine of the LCMS, The LW is a
monthly publication (11 issues per year) that offers Synod news, features, columns, Q & A, and more. The
deadline for changes is March 2. If you have any questions, contact Concordia Publishing House circulation at
800.325.3040 ext. 1419 or email Becky.Laumand@CPH.org. For more information or to read web-exclusive
stories, you can also go to www.lcms.org/witness.

Thrivent Choice Update
Thrivent Choice dollars for 2019 will be expiring soon! If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible to
participate and direct Thrivent Choice dollars to Iowa District West and other LCMS organizations. Simply go to
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) before March 31 and say “Thrivent
Choice.”
If you have a specific ministry you want to support (a mission in the District, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund,
IOWAY, Disaster relief/LERT, Youth Gathering, etc.) let me know the ministry and the amount. Thank you to
the many members who have already supported IDW!

Concordia Plan Services Partners with Paycor - HR & Payroll Solution
Does your church need help navigating the complex world of processing payroll? Concordia Plan Services has
partnered with Paycor to assist your congregation with payroll management. Paycor is a comprehensive solution
that includes payroll processing, tax handling, employee self-service, payroll payments and reporting. Their prices
are very reasonable: $11 base fee and $1.49 per employee (includes quarterly tax filings like 941s).
Paycor is a customizable solution designed specifically for Concordia partners. They will also process the EBSO
403(b) retirement payments. They assume 100% liability for the filing of taxes. If you are using Paychex, the
original CPS partner, you may want to consider switching to save money. For more information, contact Jessy
McKeever at 513.827.1705 or JMcKeever@Paycor.com.
Also, another good comprehensive solution provider is MinistryWorks (ministry of Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance). To learn more, go to www.MinistryWorks.com or call 866.215.5540.

NOW AVAILABLE

GOLD TIER

STEWARDACCOUNT

®

A Flexible Investment with Rates Starting at 2.125%
Imagine investing in such a way that beneﬁts The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS),
earns a competitive interest rate and gives you the kind of access you need to your funds.
That’s what the Gold Tier StewardAccount—a new investment from Lutheran Church Extension
Fund for LCMS individuals, congregations and organizations—is all about.

CHOOSE YOUR INVESTMENT LEVEL

$50,000

$100,000

$250,000

$500,000

2.125%

2.250%

2.375%

2.500%

Rates are ﬁxed for 180 days. Interest rates drop to 1.375% for balances under $50,000.

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
•

Minimum investment: $50,000.

•

New money only.

•

Interest compounded and paid monthly.

•

Check writing privileges.

•

Per-check minimum of $250.

•

Visa® debit card (optional).

•

Additional deposits accepted
($25 minimum; new money only).

•

Available to LCMS individuals,
congregations and organizations.

Ready to join over 60,000 investors who
share your Lutheran values?

VISIT LCEF.ORG/GOLD-TIER TODAY!

LCEF is a nonproﬁt religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to
sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by
LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount
access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount® products are not available to investors in South Carolina. The State of
Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless
they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. Rates as of December 2019. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change.
Visit lcef.org for details. 1219N062
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“Anchored in Jesus”
“Anchored in Jesus” was the message on
January 1, 2020 to millions of Rose
Parade watchers. It was the message from
Hebrews 6:19 presented by the Lutheran
Hour Ministries float. The Lutheran Hour
float, a project of the Southern California
District of the International Lutheran
Laymen’s League, was once again the
only Christian float in the famous parade.
Nearly a year ago, the Rose Parade board
choose “The Power of Hope” as the
theme for the parade. After the theme
was announced, the Lutherans had a sure
answer on how to depict that theme on their float. Jesus is the only anchor of hope in our world. The
anchor has long been considered the Christian symbol of hope. The anchor was made into a cross, with
Jesus standing at the wheel, guiding and directing the course of life, providing stability, the solid
cornerstone (Isaiah 28:16) in the shifting sands and troubled waters of our daily life.
Our IOWAY team of 28 was part of the 5,000 Petal Pushers who were needed to decorate the Lutheran
Hour Ministry and eleven other floats in the parade. The majority of the IOWAY group had the
privilege of working on a massive float sponsored by RFD-TV. As Petal Pushers, our hours are
credited toward the expense of the Lutheran float.
By decorating floats, we were part of the witness to the million people along Colorado Boulevard who
watched the parade in person and to the many millions, nationally and internationally, who watched on
social media. Our team was on a mission to share Jesus with hundreds of witness bracelets and in the
airport, at the hotel, restaurants, on Skid Row and wherever we were as we wore our matching
sweatshirts which proudly depicted the float and “Jesus is our Anchor.”
What did the IOWAY team think of the experience? In the interest of space, I am able to share only a
few of their responses. Please check out https://www.facebook.com/iowaymissions for daily
updates and photos of our adventures.
Anonymous – “I never imagined how much God would work through this trip and all the people in it.
I’ve learned so much listening to their God-filled stories. God has helped these people through their
toughest times and is helping them through the ones they’re going through right now. I can feel the
strong faith of the people in this group. I’ve learned this week that my purpose is to serve God with the
talents and opportunities He’s given me. As the new year starts, I am feeling more confident on how I
can make a difference in this world.”
Brynna Baumhover – “I have really enjoyed this unique experience. I didn’t know what to expect. I
was a little overwhelmed at first by all the floats in the same building, but by noon we were experts in
our particular jobs. The second day we put on the bulk of the flowers and I didn’t want to quit even
when it was after 11 PM. We almost finished! We developed close relationships with our crew chiefs.
I had the opportunity to give witness bracelets to our crew chiefs and share the love of Jesus with them.
Also, the parade was so much fun!”

Anonymous – “I loved seeing how God connected us. As a person said after we shared Jesus with
them, ‘There are still some nice people in the world!’”
Leann Baumhover – “The float building was a great experience! I particularly enjoyed working on
several different tasks and seeing how all the jobs needed to come together to create a spectacular float.
It was easy to accomplish this float with such a cohesive group!”
Anonymous – “It’s an experience that will stay with me forever. The detail and workmanship of the
floats are so much more than I could have imagined. As for the group that participated, it was
interesting to see how close they are to God.”
Kristina Goth – “This trip has been a lot of fun. It is neat to connect with people of all different walks
of life and different generations. It’s the people and the purpose that have made this trip great.
Because of this trip, my family has grown in our faith.”
Lori Rusert – “What an awesome opportunity to
witness to others while working on the floats not
only by what we said but by our actions!”
Sharri Hansen – “Twenty-eight ‘not normal’
people gave up a week from their busy lives to
go to California to be witnesses for God. Telling
others about God’s love is such an incredible
experience! We all come together as strangers
and leave as friends, knowing some day we will
see these friends again; if not on earth, then in
heaven.”
Darwyn Hansen – “I love meeting new people and hearing stories about their lives, some good and
some with troubles that we should pray for. I really thank God for people who take the time and have
the patience with us such as Ellie and Lynn.”
Sandy Bubke – “I absolutely love coming on this mission trip! You meet new people that you have a
relationship with forever. Building floats gives you such a sense of accomplishment! Having my
mom and sister on this trip was extra special!”
Phyllis Britton – “Amazing, amazing experience to have hundreds of people working on the floats and
everyone working together! People were exhausted from the very tedious work of snipping tiny leaves
and gluing flowers but not one angry person. Everyone working toward one common goal, creating
these incredible masterpieces! We can work together and change the world, one petal at a time.”
Anonymous – “I enjoyed seeing the Rose Parade for the first time ever. (Yes, I had never watched it
on TV.) It was awesome! It was interesting to see all the hard work people spent on the floats and I
love the friends I made on this trip!”
Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
515-370-1159
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IRETON, IOWA FRIENDS COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
Special NOT NORMAL friendships go back a long way! The first time we met Missionary
Bill Revell was about 35 years ago. This friendship has continued over all of these years!
December 18, 2019 was truly a special day!
For the very first time, Bill Revell and his
dear wife Alice came to visit the World
Famous Mission Central. They enjoyed a
tour of the facilities. It was such a great time
to get reacquainted, and to get caught up on
their family and their special farm in western
Nebraska.
Bill and Alice are blessed with a wonderful
family of two boys and two girls. Their farm
and ranch “roots” are still a part of their lives.
What a JOY to share with them what God
has done at HIS Mission Central.

SPECIAL NEBRASKA MISSIONARIES COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
On December 10, 2019, we celebrated the arrival of Chelsea Irwin from Lincoln, Nebraska,
our new missionary going to the Czech Republic.
Chelsea brought her special friend Hayden Rensner with her as they traveled from
Seward, Nebraska, where Hayden is a student. She has already made application to the
LCMS to become a missionary, and Chelsea brought her to the world famous Mission
Central for a tour and briefing.
These special missionaries are
pictured in Missionary Gary’s office
with our Boss in the
background. Hayden is on the left and
Chelsea is on the right.
Following the tour of the facilities, a
special prayer was offered to send
Chelsea to the Czech Republic. She
will be leaving, God-willing, on January
6, 2020.

SPECIAL FRIENDS FROM THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT
VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
What a blessing to welcome TWO of the leading missionaries in the entire Nebraska
District to Mission Central on November 18.
Paul Pettit, Executive Financial Director, and the Rev. Rich Boring, Executive Mission
Director, of the Nebraska District, came to spend an afternoon at the World Famous
Mission Central!
It was such an encouragement
for ALL of us at this humble place
to have these executives drive all
the way to Mission Central from
Seward, Nebraska! They came to
“encourage” us and give a report
of the exciting things that are
happening in the mission of the
Nebraska District!
These are very dear friends that
Old Missionary Gary has known
for 26 years! It was a blessing to
take their picture in front of our
Boss at HIS Mission Central! God
has blessed HIS work in the wonderful Nebraska District, led by the amazing and NOT
NORMAL District President, the Honorable Missionary Rev. Rich Snow, Esquire!

GOD CAN EVEN PROVIDE SHOES AT “JUST THE RIGHT TIME”
Here at Mission Central, we truly believe that God
provides at “just the right time”…and that’s in ALL aspects
of life.
Recently Old Missionary Gary traveled to Owatonna,
Minnesota to speak at the church there, and upon looking
at his shoes he noticed that they were getting worn from
all the travels over the years.
The Lord tells us in Isaiah 65:24 “Before they call I will
answer!” When speaking at Owatonna, Minnesota I
noticed my dear friends Larry and Mary Olson from
Faribault, Minnesota were present at the
service. Following the service, my dear “shoe man” Dr.
Larry Olson presented me with a box containing a new
pair of dress shoes…AT JUST THE RIGHT TIME.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Jon & Anita Clausing and family
Tanzania East Africa
Saturday, March 21, 2020
1 PM

Carol Halter
Hong Kong
Saturday, May 23, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, June 13, 2020
1 PM

Matt & DeeDee Wasmund and family
Seoul, Korea
Saturday, July 25, 2020
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

EPIPHANY TRADITIONS
The celebration of the visit of the Magi
(Magos) at Epiphany (January 6) is an important tradition for our Hispanic families.
We continue this tradition each year at
Amigos en Cristo. In the photo (bottom
right) we gathered to eat the traditional
“Rosca” cake, a round cake that resembles a
big decorated donut. Baked into the cake
are plastic baby figures representing Baby
Jesus. Another tradition is that whoever receives a piece of cake with a baby must
bring tamales 40 days later for the festival
of the Presentation of the Lord. On Epiphany, many Hispanic families also give gifts to
their children to remind them of the gifts
Baby Jesus received from the Magi. During
the party, our children also received gifts.
But most importantly at Epiphany, we teach
the meaning of this special visit of the Magi
to the Christ Child, teaching us that God’s
plan of salvation through our Lord Jesus is
for all people of all nations. And so Epiphany has been called the “Christmas of the
Gentiles,” the Christmas for non Jews, for
all people in our community.

Iowa District
West, LCMS

FEBRUARY
2020

CHRISTMAS TOGETHER
This year, our Christmas at Amigos en
Cristo in Denison was quite different. The
worship service of praise and celebration for
the coming of the Christ Child was the
same. With trumpets and joyful singing, the
message of the Prince of Peace come to save
the world never changes. This year we worshipped in the Zion school gym because the
damaged Sanctuary was closed for repairs.
Another difference this year was the absence of the 12+ members of the Perez family. Year after year they spend Christmas Eve
together at church and we take a photo of
this special family. This year they celebrated
Christmas in Mexico. We are so pleased
that after many years they could be with
family there.
No matter the changes, we continued to
celebrate our sacred as well as our cultural
traditions. Pictured above is a scene from a
special party that included a Christmas piñata, a song fest, a Mexican dinner, the visit
of Santa Claus (Spanish speaking of course)
and a lot of fellowship.
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THIS CHRISTMAS PINATA (at left) doesn’t look
too Christmassy; but it didn’t matter to 3 year old
Yaretzy as she battled the big piñata filled with candy.
She had lots of help and soon it was spilling sweets.
This was part of our Christmas party at Denison that
also involved special music from professional guitarist,
Humberto Diaz of our Storm Lake Hispanic ministry.
He played and sang in the gym (see page 1) during the
Piñata. There’s even a special song Hispanics sing during the Piñata. He also played during our festival dinner. It was a special day of worship and activities for
our families and their friends.
ADVENT “POSADA” GATHERING in Storm
Lake. The Ibarra family opened their home in December for our last annual Posada, the Hispanic version of
Advent home worship. We sang, I had a special bilingual
Bible Study of the Christmas story, and we ate tamales
around the kitchen table. A Hispanic Posada is a popular tradition still practiced in Mexico and other Hispanic
countries. It is also an opportunity to invite neighbors
and friends. In the photo at right, the two in front are
neighbors of the Ibarra family. They enjoyed hearing
and sharing the Christmas story with us and we enjoyed getting to know them.
NEW YEAR THANKS from our churches in Denison and
Storm Lake: You will receive this Newsletter in February already
well into the new year. Please know that we are so grateful for the
congregations and the individuals who sacrificially supported our ministry
last year, either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars. If
you or friends have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic
ministry with Thrivent Choice dollars please contact your local Thrivent
Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. God bless you in
2020! Please visit either of our services, any Sunday at 10:30AM at Grace
Lutheran in Storm Lake or at 12:30PM at Zion in Denison!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenesonison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + With thanksgiving for our worship services and gatherings at our
Advent Posadas, at Christmas and Epiphany. + For plans for the damaged church at Zion,
Denison where Amigos meets. + For our plans and goals for 2020 both in Denison and
Storm Lake: 1) Our goal of calling a bilingual pastor; 2) For our evangelistic outreach to
the Hispanic community; 3) For leadership growth; and 4) For our goal in the coming year
of meeting with area Mission Boards that are supporting our ministries. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison and
Storm Lake and also in our other 2 missions in Sioux City and Des Moines. +++

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2020

SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
How Unconditional is Our Love?

Prayers
• For Carmen and all
who are suffering
from cancer
• For César who is
suffering from
epilepsy
• For Herlinda as she
cares for her
husband Albino
• For Ivan and all who
struggle with
addiction
• That our Lord would
open doors for
meaningful
conversations and
relationships

For the Calendar
• Our next Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry
meeting will be:
Tuesday, March 3 at
6:30 pm. Everyone’s
invited!
Hope Lutheran Church

Merry Christmas and a happy new year to you all! As you
know, things fly by extra quickly with the busyness of the
holidays. Needless to say it’s been a whirlwind of a month!
Pictured above are some of our most dedicated ESL (English
as a Second Language) students. They have come to almost
every class, twice a week, for several months. And lots of
contact brings conversation, and conversation brings
relationships. Araceli (third from right), invited me to her
family’s celebration of Nochebuena (Christmas Eve)… estilo
Mexicano! All sorts of delicious dishes, a gift exchange, family
games (I competed with Araceli in the marshmallow
competition—and won!), lots of laughter, music, and family
stories … all with lots of Mexican spice!

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Other News

Meet Carmen (on our prayer
list above). She is a first
generation immigrant from
Mexico and these are her boys
Luis and Leo (two of my
catechism students). Carmen
is an active member of our
church. Anytime there’s a new
Hispanic visitor, I can bet that
she was the person who
invited him/her.
Carmen is battling cancer. On
January 26th, Hope will be
hosting a waffle breakfast to
raise funds to help pay for her
medical treatment. By God’s
grace, the event will serve as a
bridge between anglos and
hispanics as we come together
to serve our neighbor (and
beloved sister!), Carmen.

Sending Support:
When sending
support, please use
name and address at
the bottom of this
page and write
“Hispanic Ministry” on
the memo line.
Thanks!

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2020

Connecting with Araceli and her family in an
environment outside of the normal ESL classes at the
church was very diﬀerent, and very special. I, of course, had
to stay till at least midnight to reach Christmas Day, so there
was plenty of time for meaningful conversation with
members of her family. Because they know me as “Pastor
Paul”, they were very curious to learn about the Lutheran
Church and what we teach. We will see what our Lord has
in store for 2020!

Above: On our last day of ESL/Citizenship classes
before Christmas break, the local Nordic Chorus made a
guest appearance during our potluck. Many ESL students
invited their family and friends which gave us the
opportunity to make new connections. They enjoyed
hearing some familiar Christmas carols sung in English,
Norwegian, German, and even one in Spanish (as you can
imagine, our Hispanic students got a kick out of that!).

That’s it for now! May our Lord bless
each of you as we begin this new year!
Pastor Paul Flo
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776
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Lamplighter Devotion
February 2020
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him,
saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased" (Matthew
3:13-17).
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light.
And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good that we
are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah." He was still
speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him" (Matthew 17:1-5).
The Beloved Son by Rev. Charles E. Horkey
Concordia Lutheran-Sioux City / Faith Lutheran-Sioux City
Throughout Holy Scripture we will come across passages which speak to us about this offspring or that offspring
and the relationship they have with their parents and/or guardians; the hopes and dreams they have for them; the tragic
realities that often played out in their lives that so greatly disappointed them. For instance, in Genesis 4:1 we read: Now
Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD."
Biblical scholars are pretty much agreed that Eve was making reference to what she believed to be a fulfillment of
the words God spoke to the serpent in Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." Unfortunately, the only head crushed
by Cain was that of his brother Abel. Or, in Genesis 5:28-29 we read this: When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered
a son and called his name Noah, saying, "Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from
our work and from the painful toil of our hands."
Debatable! Or in Genesis 21:1-6 we read of this child:
The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah conceived
and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son
who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old,
as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said,
"God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me."
Though the name Isaac means “laughter,” the laughter turned to anguish on the day the LORD God commanded
Abraham to sacrifice his son, his only son, whom he loved, as a sacrifice on Mt. Moriah. Happily, the LORD later forbade
the act to be performed, personally providing the Lamb for the required sacrifice.
Throughout the rest of the Old Testament we find all manner of offspring, some good and faithful, others, not so
much. Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob, one interested in birthrights and blessings (Jacob), the other, not so much.
(Esau) Jacob, or as he later came to be known, Israel, had twelve sons, the Patriarchs of the Children of Israel. Some were
noble and faithful, others, not so much. We later read of the Great King David, and his sons; some were noted for their
wisdom and grace, others, such as Absalom, not so much.
And finally we find recorded in the New Testament Gospel accounts from St. Matthew and St. Luke the account
of a son who was born to Mary, the wife of Joseph, whose given name was Jesus, and who, as St. Luke records it in his
Gospel account, “increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). And some thirty years
after Jesus was born, we read how he came down to the Jordan River to be baptized by John the Baptist, so that all
righteousness should be fulfilled, as Jesus stated it to John.
Now the thing about Jesus is that though He was born of a woman, we find out that He was not conceived by a
human father, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin. And as the angel Gabriel had spoken to Mary:

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." - Luke 1:31-33
Hence, we should not be surprised to hear the voice of Jesus’ true father booming from the heavens with the
words “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” As Jesus is about to begin His public ministry and fulfill
the purpose for which He came to earth we are alerted to the fact that, unlike all who have come before Him, God
Almighty is well pleased with the life and conduct of His only-begotten Son who for the past thirty years has been
dwelling in mortal, human flesh. Whereas others have, from time to time, proved themselves to be faithless in their lives
and conduct, Jesus has proved to be faithful in His. He is, like the Creation before mankind’s fall into sin, perfect in every
way, or as God Himself declared, “Very Good.”
But then, a few years later, as Jesus is preparing to begin His final journey to Jerusalem to carry out His mission
of Redemption, He climbs a high mountain with three of His disciples, and while they were there, not only was Jesus
transfigured before them, and in the company of two major Old Testament Prophets, Moses and Elijah, but once again we
are appraised of the fact, that as the voice from the cloud declared, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” Again, the testimony of the Heavenly Father that has declared Jesus, His only-begotten Son, to be without fault;
without blemish; as though it is important for one and all to know that this man, Jesus of Nazareth, as He was known, is
the sacrifice that He would provide for the sins of the world, of which Abraham had unknowingly prophesied two
thousand years before; the man Eve supposed her son Cain to be.
In the first Chapter of John’s Gospel we read this: The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who
ranks before me, because he was before me.' I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water,
that he might be revealed to Israel." And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have seen and have borne witness that
this is the Son of God." - John 1:29-34
In Jewish rites of the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb, the Sacrifice was to be a year old lamb without any blemish,
a perfect sacrifice for the sins of the people. This is what our Lord Jesus was, a perfect, flawless sacrifice, given, once for
all, for the sins of the world. Twice the Heavenly Father informed any and all who would listen of the qualifications of
this Jesus of Nazareth with the words He spoke from the heavens.
But the testimony from the Heavenly Father did not cease with the speaking of those words on the occasion of
Jesus’ transfiguration. On the third day after Jesus’ crucifixion and death on the cross, we read that the women who came
to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, found no body to anoint. Neither did Jesus’ disciples when they came to look. All they
found was an announcement from the angel that Christ had risen. And though they were not at first aware of the
implications of that event, what it meant for them and what it means for us is that the Heavenly Father found the sacrifice
of His only-begotten Son on the Cross, to be sufficient to cover the sins of the world; my sins, your sins, everyone’s sins.
And, as Dr. Martin Luther explains in his Catechism, where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
And what is more, it also means that all who put their trust in Jesus become sons (and daughters) with whom the Heavenly
Father is well pleased.
We pray: O Blessed Jesus, with whom the Heavenly Father is well pleased, grant us a full measure of Your Holy Spirit
that by faith we may ever be found perfect and well-pleasing now and in eternity. Amen.
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM Sioux City at 8 a.m.
KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM Le Mars at 8 a.m.
KAYL – 101.7 FM Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.
KVFD – 1400 AM Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.

AROUND THE DISTRICT
Iowa District West

February 2020

The following information is shared by District congregations/circuits.
To include your church’s event, etc., send information to sue@iowadistrictwest.org.

SINGLE LUTHERAN
YOUNG ADULTS
Meeting other young adults with similar values in a safe, stress free location
can be difficult. That is why we are starting a single Lutheran adult group for
those who are in their 20s and 30s. We will meet about 4 times a year and
have a brief devotion with time to visit afterwards. We plan to meet at fun
places like a coffee shop, orchard, etc.

First Meeting: February 15 at 2 P.M.
Stomping Grounds Cafe, 303 Welch Avenue #7219, Ames, IA 50014

If you can make it, please contact Pastor Aaron Zimmerman at
952-797-2307 or pastorzimmerman2019@gmail.com.

Calendar of Events!
January 30-February 1 Lock-in at Redeemer-Sioux City
February 7-8

Lock-in at Calvary-Sioux City

February 14-15

CHAOS at Camp Okoboji

February 28-29

Lock-in at Good Shepherd-Fort Dodge

RECRUITMENT SEASON IS HERE!
JOIN OUR TEAM!
Camp Okoboji is looking for summer
staff for the 2020 season! We are
looking for college aged people to serve
in a variety of areas: counselors,
housekeeping, kitchen, and grounds.
To apply, go to www.nloma.org and fill
out a profile under employment! We
would like all profiles filled out before
February 17, 2020.

Are you looking for a place to vacation or have a
family reunion in a relaxing and refreshing environment? Camp Okoboji has some openings
available in our Family Ministry Cabins, Bethel
Retreat Center and Joppa Hall for 2020. These
openings are listed on our website under Camp
Facilities. Click on the cabin or retreat center
you are interested in to see available dates.
Camp’s website is www.campokoboji.org.

Camp Okoboji
C.H.A.O.S.
Christians Hyped About Our Savior
February 14 (8 P.M.) -

February 15 (3 P.M.)
THEME: 2020 VISION
Hebrews 12:2 - “Fix Our Eyes”
For all 6th—8th Graders and Adult Chaperones
Since the fall, we’ve lost sight of everything good that God has created. Though
we may have our physical eyesight, we all are born into spiritual blindness.
Christ brought healing to the blind, and has healed our spiritual blindness
through faith in Him. At CHAOS, we’ll consider how Christians walk by faith, not
sight, until the day of resurrection when our faith shall be our eyes.

$75/person
Register online @
campokoboji.org

CHAOS includes
lodging, meals,
games, & T-Shirt

Simul Justus et Peccator
Fully Sinner/Fully Saint

A Higher Things® Youth Retreat
Sometimes, it feels like there's a civil war going on
inside us. The good we want to do we don't do. The
stuff we're commanded by God not to do, we do (and
even enjoy it). But, why does this happen to
Christians? It's because we're not all good or all bad,
totally sinful or one hundred percent saintly. We're
both at the same time. Or, as Dr. Martin Luther
explained it, we're "simul iustus et peccator."
Christians are sinful and justified at the same time.

When:

March 20-21, 2020

Where:

Camp Okoboji
Milford, IA

Cost:

$60 per person

Join Pastor Donavon Riley as he talks about what it
means for Christians to embrace being sinful and
justified at the same time and why it offers comfort to
Christians who are exhausted from running back and
forth between fear of God's judgment and hope in His
forgiveness.

RSVP:

Contact: Izaak Wendorff
Retreat Coordinator
(507) 766-0072
izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com
via online registration at
www.higherthings.org/retreats/registrations
or Tana McKenna
Higher Things Retreat Coordinator
(888) 482-6630 ext.6 or
retreats@higherthings.org

Download registration forms and register online at www.higherthings.org/retreats

Simul Justus et Peccator
Fully Sinner/Fully Saint
A Higher Things® Youth Retreat

Camp Okoboji - LCMS
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 5135

March 20-21, 2020

Sometimes, it feels like there's a civil war going on inside us. The good we want to do we don't
do. The stuff we're commanded by God not to do, we do (and even enjoy it). But, why does
this happen to Christians? It's because we're not all good or all bad, totally sinful or one
hundred percent saintly. We're both at the same time. Or, as Dr. Martin Luther explained it,
we're "simul iustus et peccator." Christians are sinful and justified at the same time. Join Pastor
Donavon Riley as he talks about what it means for Christians to embrace being sinful and
justified at the same time and why it offers comfort to Christians who are exhausted from
running back and forth between fear of God's judgment and hope in His forgiveness.
Donavon Riley is a Lutheran pastor, conference speaker, author, and contributing writer for
1517, Christ Hold Fast, and LOGIA. He is also a co-host of The Banned Books and Warrior Priest
podcasts. He is a contributing author to "The Sinner/Saint Devotional: 60 Days in the Psalms"
and "Theology of the Cross". He is also the author of the book, "Crucifying Religion.”
He currently lives in Minnesota with his wife and five children, a very large-sized Mastiff, and a
less large-sized Shepherd.
$60 per person covers all expenses for the retreat at Camp Okoboji, including all classes, food,
activities, and lodging. Boys and girls will be housed in separate rooms, and attendees should
bring sleeping bags and pillows. There are shower facilities. The retreat will begin at 8pm on
Friday and end at 2:30pm on Saturday. Download registration forms for this retreat at
www.higherthings.org/retreats or by contacting Izaak Wendorff to send you a registration
packet.
Register for this retreat online at www.higherthings.org/retreats. Groups are encouraged to
pay securely online, however you may bring your payment with you to Camp Okoboji when
you arrive for the retreat. Please RSVP for this retreat by March 13.
Higher Things is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. Its mission is to help parents, pastors, and congregations promote a Lutheran identity
among youth. Higher Things accomplishes this through conferences, retreats, and various
print and online media. For more information about Higher Things, please visit
www.higherthings.org or contact Crysten Sanchez, Higher Things Conference Executive.
Retreat Contacts:
Izaak Wendorff
Retreat Coordinator
(507) 766-0072

Tana McKenna
Higher Things Retreat Coordinator
(888) 482-6630 ext.6

izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

retreats@higherthings.org

Higher Things, Inc.

Retreat Registration Form
Name of Retreat

City

ST

Registrant Section
Last

First

MI

Street Address

City

O Male

Date of Birth

Home Phone

ST

Zip

O Female

Cell Phone

Registrant E-mail Address

O I intend to receive the Lord’s Supper at the Divine Service, if applicable.
O I have attended a Higher Things Retreat and/or Conference before.

O Youth

O College

O Adult (21+)

O Pastor

(Please indicate one age category above.)

Group Church Name

City

ST

Group Leader’s Name

Home Church Name (if different from
b
)

City

ST

Pastor’s Name

Parent/Guardian Section (must be completed for all minor registrants)
Last

Address (if diﬀerent from above.)

First

City

Home Phone

ST

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone

Parent/Guardian’s E-mail Address

I grant permission for my minor child, named above on this form as “Registrant”, to attend the Higher Things event listed above. I assume all
responsibility and liability for injury to said minor while at the Retreat. I also give Higher Things, Inc. permission to use any still, audio, or video
images of my child in Higher Things event publicity and news releases.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Adult Registrant Section
I understand that I am being given an opportunity to participate in an event that is intended for youth. I will not interfere with the enjoyment or
participation of the youth, and will strive to accommodate their needs before my own. I understand that I am welcome to attend all catechesis
sessions, but will try to reserve questions for the instructor until after the session so as not to deter youth participation and interaction.

Adult Registrant Signature

Date

All those attending a Higher Things Retreat, whether adult or youth, must register for that event.
Please use the information on this form to register your group online at www.higherthings.org/retreats/registrations.

Why Should We
Participate?
Camp VBS/Day camps will provide
your congregation with:


A Christ-centered curriculum that
focuses on God’s Word and in
reaching out to your community
through missions and outreach.



A staff of Christian young people
who will serve as role models of
service to and for the Church at
large.



Crafts, music, and activities that
will enrich the program and
relate to the Bible stories
presented.



Assistance in reaching out to
children and families in your
community. We encourage you
to invite ALL of the children in
your community to hear the
Gospel of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

An experience with Camp Okoboji
and information on how the
members of your congregation can
utilize the Camp which they own.

Traveling Camp VBS
and Day Camps!

Our traveling team
can come to your
congregation!
See inside for
details!
Camp Okoboji

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Camp VBS/Day Camps
Our traveling Camp VBS staff will come to
your congregation and lead a Vacation
Bible School tailored to your setting. This
can be done as a whole day camp, 1/2 day
or evening program. Our programs will run
from Monday-Friday noon for day programs
and Monday-Thursday for evening
programs. Our
staff will come in
and lead music,
crafts,
recreational
Campers will enjoy crafts that
activities, and
relate to the stories!
Bible time for
students who
have completed grades K-5. We will use
the Camp VBS curriculum.
We will send 3 staff people for a fee of
$325 per staff person, meals and lodging
plus round trip mileage for one vehicle from
Camp Okoboji to your congregation. We
will also need a volunteer group to assist
with various duties.

Available Dates
The following weeks are available in 2020!


June 1-5



June 8-12



June 15-19



July13-17



July 20-24



July 27– 31



August 3-7

How to Sign up!
If you have further questions or would like to sign up for
having our traveling staff come to your congregation
please contact Izaak Wendorffby calling: 712-337-3325,
by email: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com or by filling out
the request form on the Camp website. All dates will be
filled on a first come/first serve basis with a paid deposit.
Once you have made contact with Camp Okoboji, a
written contract and packet of materials will be sent you.
This can be done by phone, email or United States
Postal Service. Upon receiving the contract it must be
filled out and mailed with a $325 deposit to secure the
week you wish.

Most craft items will be provided. We may
be asking congregations to collect some
items in order to reduce the amount of
materials our staff needs to bring.
We are also willing to assist in various
community service events as well, like
visiting nursing homes, food shelves or
other service areas in your community.

Campers enjoy games and
activities of all kinds!

Camp Okoboji

1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Campers will see skits and sing lots of songs!

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

LOVE is in the Air...
Every Wednesday, approximately 20 young single women and
their children gather at the historic Lutheran orphanage, now
Ministry Center, in Fort Dodge to experience love. Sometimes
it’s in the form of a reassuring hug, word of encouragement or
prayer. Sometimes it’s a bag filled with diapers or food. Sometimes an envelope containing a gift card for gas. Always it’s an
expression and demonstration of love: God’s love shared
through us.
LFS’ MomTalk Group is now in its 6th year of providing parenting
and life-skills education with an underpinning of faith development to vulnerable, single-parent led families. Most of these
young mothers have no history of family stability or role-model
for healthy family life. Recently the moms were challenged to
create a “family mission statement” - expressing the plan they
want to follow in the coming year. “Love” and “Faith” were
center to many.
Most haven’t had a good experience (or any) with “church.” At
the Ministry Center, surrounded by the LFS staff and volunteers
who share their faith, time and attention, they experience love.
And often they want to know more.

...and in the Manger!

Christmas celebrations provided an opportunity to share the
source of love and where it can always be found with moms and
their children. Thanks to all who donated this year so that each
family was able to receive a nativity set to keep and set up in
their own home. Thanks also to all who donated gift cards,
books, toys, diapers, wipes, food and other essentials. Perhaps
20 years from now, a young parent will share their nativity set
with their own children. Along with the story of Jesus’ birth in a
manger, they will tell about the time Lutherans cared for them
through the LFS Ministry’s MomTalk group. There, they first
learned about Jesus and His love shared so generously in both
word and deed.
Your support, by way of prayers and financial gifts, is invited so
that this and other outreach services to those in need of help
through Lutheran Family Service can continue in 2020. Make a
gift online at LutheranFamilySerivce.org/donate, text GIVE to
(515) 212-7585, or send a check to LFS’ administrative office at
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. Thank you!

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into
the world so that we might live through Him. 1 John 4:9

“From Invisible to Indispensable...”
“On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable” (1 Corinthians 12:22)

2020 IOWA
Essay Contest
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents, Lutherans For Life
For students in Grades 6 through 12
Any Lutheran student or student in a Lutheran school is eligible

Contest Guidelines
Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2020 Conference theme: “From Invisible to
Indispensable...” and Conference bible verse: “On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable” (1 Corinthians 12:22)
1. Not incorporating the conference verse in the essay will disqualify the entry.
2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the handicapped,
adoption or foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or
euthanasia.
3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address. All entries
submitted by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information
should be submitted on the rubric page used in grading the essay.
4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then
included in a bibliography at the end.
Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words
Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words
Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word via email to Kie Maas at
kmaas48@mchsi.com by March 15, 2020.
5. There will be an Iowa award for each of the two categories for the state of Iowa Essay Contest. The two
winners will advance to the national contest.
6. Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to a
2020 Regional Conference and one night stay at the conference hotel.
7. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.
8. For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see: lutheransforlife.org

