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Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
Men’s Prayer Breakfast & Bible Study (LLL/LHM)
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The Rev. Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. John David Mull, The Vine, Grapevine, TX, to Shepherd of the Valley, West Des
Moines.
Rev. Mark Lund, Boyden, IA, to Associate, Trinity, Algona.
CALL DECLINED
Rev. Richard Jones, North Dakota Boys Ranch, Minot, ND, to Larchwood/Rock Rapids.
Rev. Christopher LaBoube, St. Matthew, Mapleton, to St. Paul, Independence, MO.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Don Meyer, EM, Marcus, to Zion, Paullina.
Rev. Corey Grunklee, Santa Rosa Beach, FL, to St. Paul, Carroll.
CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Stephen King, EM, Perry, 2-12-2020.
COMMISSIONED MINISTER—CHANGE OF STATUS
Lori Gamble, DCE, Camp Okoboji, to Candidate Status, 1-24-2020.

Calendar of Events
March 2...Iowa Prayer Rally for Life, State Capitol, Des Moines
April 25...Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Bible Study (LLL/LHM), Our Savior, Denison
May 18-19...The Rev. Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching, Memorial,
Ames
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Junior Youth Gathering IDW 2020
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March 2020
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

Save the date and start promoting the Iowa District West Junior Youth Gathering that will take
place on October 17-18, 2020 at the Sheraton
in Des Moines. The theme is centered around
the study of the Ten Commandments. The gathering team is busy planning another high quality
event that will foster spiritual growth and the
strengthening of relationships as we focus on
God's Word and His commandments. Youth will
leave being challenged and reminded of God's great love and redeeming
work through His Son, Jesus Christ. Registration materials will be sent
the beginning of August. Start promoting and planning now! We'd love
to see all congregations across the district sending their junior high youth
to our district youth gathering.
Senior Youth Gathering IDW 2020

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Establishing a Family Gift Fund
Would you like to continue your support for your
favorite LCMS ministries including your local congregation after you die?
You can by establishing a Family Gift Fund with
the LCMS Foundation. Most of the families that do
this type of planning establish the fund while they are
alive and then make plans for some of their estate
assets to go into their fund after they die.
The investment income from their fund is divided
among the ministries of their choice. A very common asset that is directed to a family gift fund is a percentage of an IRA or 401k
plan. These assets are taxable if given to children and not taxable if
directed to a family gift fund.
Developing this type of Christian Estate Planning is easy and there is
no cost. Give me a call or send me an email for a time to meet with you
to share how a Family Gift Fund could work for you.
Jim Schroeder
Iowa District West Christian Estate Planning Counselor
515-490-7371 jim@iowadistrictwest.org

The Iowa District West Senior Youth Gathering
will take place November 20-22, 2020 at the Holiday Inn at the Airport in Des Moines. Our theme
is “20/20 Faith” and our theme verse is Hebrews
12:1b-2. Our eyes are an important part of our
body. They enable us to see. Our faith is the
same way. Satan and the world try to put blinders on us so that we only see his lies, temptations, and deceit. When that happens, our faith
suffers. We begin to doubt, get lonely, and become lost. Jesus breaks the blinders of sin so that we can clearly see
His grace. Fixing our eyes on Him allows us to see the joys and strength
of faith. Jesus strengthens us to go out into the world as more than conquerors. He walks through this life right beside us, bringing us all the
way to heaven! Registration materials will be sent in early August.
Church Work as a Career?
There continues to be a shortage of full-time church workers. You may
not realize how easily you could help recruit young people to consider
church work as a vocation. Consider planting the seed in the life of a
young child by recognizing gifts they have and encouraging them to be a
Lutheran pastor, teacher, DCE, or Deaconess. Our district is blessed
with the resources to give substantial scholarships to those pursuing
church work as a full-time career. Can you think of someone you could
encourage? Pray for them.

Calendar of Events
March 2...2020 Iowa Prayer Rally for Life, State Capitol, Des Moines
April 25…Men’s Prayer Breakfast & Bible Study, Our Savior, Denison
May 18-19...Rev. Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on
Preaching, Memorial, Ames

For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php

1

Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

DISTRICT EDUCATION CONFERENCES
Iowa Early Childhood Conference – August 7
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
New Location: Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference – October 26-27
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
Conference location: Sheraton West Des Moines

YOUTH - Make Plans to Join Us
Junior Youth Gathering – October 17-18
Theme: IDOL TALK
Location: Sheraton, West Des Moines
Focus: The Ten Commandments

Senior Youth Gathering – November 20-22
Theme: 2020 – Faith
Fix Our Eyes – Run the Race
Location: Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines

New Bible Study Resource from CPH
JESUS: A Study on the Words of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
This study features 24 lessons, including questions and
answers, that compare what each Gospel writer wrote
about Jesus and presents Jesus’ ministry in
chronological order. Readers come away with a better
understanding of the New Testament Gospel message
and why it is 100 percent reliable. Both Christians and
skeptics gain a better understanding of the reliability of
Scripture, and in particular how the Gospel writers
presented Jesus as the Savior of mankind with powerful
proofs and authority.
Note: There is also a Leader’s guide for this study. I know the two authors
personally as they teach Bible class at St. John Lutheran Church in Cypress, Texas
where I served for ten years.

Vacation Bible School
Have you ordered your 2020 CPH VBS kit? I have one available at the district
office if you would like to preview the material.
Key Theme: Jesus Leads the Way
Key Bible Verse: Oh, the depth
of the riches…of God! (Romans
11:33)
Day 1 – God Rescues Noah
Day 2 – God Gives the
Commandments
Day 3 – Jesus Calls His Disciples
Day 4 – Jesus Heals Ten Lepers
Day 5 – Jesus Visits His Disciples
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Is there Hope for Smaller Churches?
Normally I save the answer to my titles until the end. It is a great way to draw you in and make
you stay until the end. However, in this case I will answer the title now. Is there hope for
smaller churches? I hope so, since the average church size is 75 worshippers on Sunday
morning. The question isn’t “is there hope,” the question is “how can the smaller church meet
the needs of the sojourner”?
A survey by Leadership revealed that 90% of new members will stay in the church if:
1. They can articulate their faith (implies the need for membership and evangelism classes);
2. They belong to subgroups (i.e. a choir, Bible studies, Sunday school classes, etc.);
3. They have 4-8 close friendships within the church. (Leadership, IV, 3, p. 46)
The needs are not sized-based, they are relationship-centered. People want to know how to
share what they believe and they want to belong to something bigger than themselves. Here
are four simple things any church, regardless of size, should focus on to create healthy
churches.
1.

Pastors of healthy churches model evangelism.

I learned a valuable lesson early in my ministry. I can’t shepherd, lead or send people
somewhere I am not willing to go first. It is an issue of integrity. How can I send my people in
the battle while I sit back at the church and cheer them on? This quote by President
Eisenhower is powerful.
“To be a leader, a man must have followers. And to have followers, a man must have their
confidence. Hence the supreme quality of a leader is unquestionably integrity. Without it, no
real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section gang, on a football field, in an
army, or in an office. If a man's associates find him guilty of phoniness, if they find that he lacks
forthright integrity, he will fail. His teachings and actions must square with each other. The first
great need, therefore, is integrity and high purpose.” (Dwight D. Eisenhower, Bits & Pieces,
September 15, 1994, p. 4)
There are no evangelistic churches of any size where the pastor is not leading in evangelism.
The church exists to share the Gospel. The Gospel is what gets us up in the morning and
sustains us in face of the battle. It is our hope and it is the foundation in healthy churches.
If leaders simply assume evangelism is taking place, you may be very disappointed. As the
opening survey showed, members are waiting and often willing to learn how to articulate the
faith. They need a constant, encouraging reminder of the priority of evangelism.

2.

Healthy churches reproduce.

This is where I get the biggest pushback. People will say, “How can we reproduce? We are just
barely surviving.” Any kind of healthy organism reproduces. Reproduction occurs in many
ways. Going back to the survey, people desire to belong to something: Bible class, choirs,
Sunday school, etc. The most natural way to reproduce in the smaller church is through the
group interaction in your congregation.
Don’t think big church here, but by adding one new class a year would produce growth.
Key Questions to Ask:
a. What is your strategy for creating new discipleship/spiritual formation
opportunities?
b. How are you developing and empowering new leaders?
3.

Churches have a missional presence in the community.

No matter what size your church is, you need a presence outside your walls. One question a
community leader asked me early in my ministry was, “If your church doors closed tomorrow,
would there be a community outcry?” So, I pose the question to you. If your church closed
tomorrow, would your community even notice? Healthy churches are intentional about their
engagement in the life of the local community.
Key Questions to Ask:
a. How is your church connecting with people outside the church?
b. How are your day-to-day ministry activities showing love and care for the
community?
c. Are you establishing deep relationships in the community?
Talk with your local civic leaders and ask what needs aren’t being met and partner with them to
meet those needs. Be that church that the community would miss.
4. Small churches need to play to their strengths.
The last point in the survey was about relationships. One of the strengths of a small church is
close relationships. Small churches are more like a family than an organization. Everyone
knows everyone. Instead of seeing that as a negative, use that to your advantage. People
coming into a church are seeking meaningful relationships. Play to your strengths, just be
careful not to become inwardly focused. Make room in your fellowship for newcomers.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (Cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
For the Fiscal Period Ending January 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,200

Actual Receipts

$154,657

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,406,400

Actual Receipts

$1,421,968

Over (under) anticipated amount

$15,568

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$640,222

Balance for District programs/operations

$781,746

Total Receipts

$1,421,968

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month fiscal period ending January 2020

$1,406,400

Month fiscal period ending January 2019

$1,478,294

Over (under) last year

$(56,326)

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

GOD BLESSES FAITHFUL GIVERS.
“Honor the Lord with your wealth and
with the firstfruits of all your produce;
then your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your vats will be bursting with wine”
(Proverbs 3:9-10).

King David wrote, “The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me…” (Psalm 138:8). Just as God had a purpose
for David, so He has for us as well. Have you given much thought to what purpose God may have for
your life? By grace, we understand that we were created for God’s purpose, not ours. “For it is God Who
works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). Through the working
of the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to acknowledge that God is in control and that we are made for His
pleasure. Through His power, we are transformed into people who stop focusing completely on ourselves
and become His stewards. Our mind-set changes from what we want to do to what God wants us to do.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Thank you to the many congregations and individuals that financially supported Iowa District West in our last
fiscal period. God has truly blessed us with committed partners in ministry! From church planting (Ankeny) to
IOWAY outreach, encouragement for Lutheran schools to disaster relief efforts, church worker care to deaf
ministry… you’ve been a source of encouragement all along the way. Thank you for helping us achieve our goals.
This issue of The Messenger includes congregational unrestricted support from the fiscal period February 1, 2019
through January 31, 2020. We promise to be very good stewards of the funds you have entrusted to the District
for mission and ministry work. The summary is also included in The Lutheran Witness and is online at
www.idwlcms.org/administrative.php (click on IDW resources & Unrestricted Congregation Budget Receipts).

Quick Notes
If you haven’t already completed the LCMS Statistics Report (as required by the Synod), please do so by
March 29. Congregations received information from the Synod regarding the requirement to submit their annual
data online. When completed, return the report to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics.
The Lutheran Witness subscription renewals are due March 1; price remains at $22.68. If you have questions,
contact CPH at 800.325.3040 and select Option 2. The District LW insert is online at
www.idwlcms.org/publications.php or read web-exclusive stories at www.lcms.org/witness.
Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2019 will be expiring soon! If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible to
participate and direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to your favorite ministry. Go to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) before March 31 and say “Thrivent Choice.” Reminder: $250
Community Impact Gift Cards are also available (2 per member per year).
State of Iowa Non-profit Incorporation information will be sent after the first of the year and will be due April
1, 2021. Questions, contact the Secretary of State office at 515-281-5204 or email sos@sos.iowa.gov.

Thank You Lutheran Church Extension Fund!
LCEF is a strong contributor to districts and the Synod. They typically contribute over $1 million back to the
LCMS. Iowa District West recently received $49,365 in operating results to be able to support items typically not
supported in the budget. In the past, funds have provided significant seed money for new missions and many
District banquets and workshops. Other anticipated support this year will help fund Mission partners, Synod
programs, IOWAY supplies, Lutheran Hour Ministries booklets, rostered worker resources/leadership
development, student recruitment, technology, youth gathering initiatives, and much more.

Thank You, Brotherhood Mutual Insurance and American Church Group!
Terry Townsend, American Church Group agency manager, recently presented $22,500 to the IDW Board of
Directors as part of the companies’ Ministry Agreement Program. Over $138,500 has been donated by the
insurance company since 2015 which is used for special programs to support congregations including Synod
Convention delegation support, PALS program, Pastors Conference, LERT expenses and trainings,
Congregational Treasurer’s Manuals and Workshops, Kapfer Preaching Symposium, and other events. If you see
a District pen, it was purchased with these dollars.

Amazon Smile Supports Charitable Organizations
Amazon Smile has all the same products, the same prices, and the same service as the regular Amazon site, but
0.5% of eligible purchases will be donated to the charity of your choice. Go to smile.amazon.com, choose Iowa
District West as your charity, and start shopping! If you have any questions about how to use the program, click
here or contact Roger Curtis. Thanks in advance for your support!

Kapfer Endowment Fund
The Iowa District West Board of Directors initiated an Endowment Fund in 2002 in memory of our late District
President, The Rev. Dr. Richard G. Kapfer. The purpose of this fund was and still is to promote excellency in
preaching among the pastors of the District. Proclaiming the Word of God, Law and Gospel, was a special
strength and passion for Dr. Kapfer. The purpose of this endowment fund is to provide a seminar for pastors of
the District in homiletics and provide financial support for students. To date, the fund has provided 16
scholarships to support vicars in the District. The current balance in the fund is over $140,000. To foster the
continued growth of the Kapfer Endowment Fund, individuals, congregations, and various auxiliaries within
congregations are encouraged to support this fund. Checks should be made payable to IDW Kapfer Endowment.
The next Kapfer Preaching Symposium will be held on Tuesday, May 18-19 at Memorial Lutheran Church in
Ames.

Ministry Safety & Security Seminar
Are you prepared to protect your pastor and people in your ministry? Although 4 in 5 Protestant pastors (80
percent) say their church has some type of security measure in place when they gather for worship (according to a
survey from Nashville-based LifeWay Research), it seems many LCMS congregations do not have a plan in
place. In a recent article by the Baptist Press, churchgoers are divided over armed congregants (link to article).
Pastors and church leaders are encouraged to attend the Safety & Security Seminar to
be held on Thursday, October 15 at St. Paul, Fort Dodge. This training will be in
partnership with Brotherhood Mutual Insurance company and American Church
Group. Watch for more information.

New Version Form I-9 Now Available
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has announced a new version of Form I-9, Employment
Eligibility Verification. Employers must use Form I-9 to verify the identity and employment authorization of their
employees. Religious organizations are not exempt from this mandate. Even newly employed ministers of religion
must complete this form at hire.
The newer version of the form, with a revised date of 10/21/2019, was made available for use beginning January
31, 2020. USCIS made minor changes to the form and its instructions. The prior version will be obsolete
effective April 30, 2020. Employers do not need to complete the new form I-9 for current employees who already
have a properly completed Form I-9 on file.
Employers may download the new Form I-9 from the USCIS website at www.uscis.gov/i-9. Employers can order
the paper Form I-9 at https://www.uscis.gov/forms/forms-by-mail. For more information, contact the USCIS
Contact Center at 800-375-5283 or visit USCIS’ I-9 Central web page at www.uscis.gov/i-9central.

Concordia Plan Services Partners with Paycor - HR & Payroll Solution
Does your church need help navigating the complex world of processing payroll? Concordia Plan Services has
partnered with Paycor to assist your congregation with payroll management. Paycor is a comprehensive solution
that includes payroll processing, tax handling, employee self-service, payroll payments and reporting. Their prices
are very reasonable: $11 base fee and $1.49 per employee (includes quarterly tax filings like 941s).
Paycor is a customizable solution designed specifically for Concordia partners. They will also process the EBSO
403(b) retirement payments. They assume 100% liability for the filing of taxes. If you are using Paychex, the
original CPS partner, you may want to consider switching to save money. For more information, contact Jessy
McKeever at 513.827.1705 or JMcKeever@Paycor.com or go to https://go.paycor.com/concordia.html.
Another good comprehensive solution provider is MinistryWorks (ministry of Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance). To learn more, go to www.MinistryWorks.com or call 866.215.5540.

Congregation Mission Support - Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2019 –January 31, 2020
Circuit

Congregation

Town

ADAIR

HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FIRST
FAITH

ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WIOTA
WINTERSET

Communicants
136
538
123
186
118
200
110
96
37

Total
ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ZION
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LIVERMORE
LONE ROCK
LUVERNE
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

955
30
244
134
270
130
177
366
69
115
91
154
36
134
145

Total
BOONE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

641
378
160
570
226
21
341
296
80

Total
CARROLL

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
ZION

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANILLA
MANNING

405
166
384
69
104
60
159
539

Total
CHEROKEE

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL

Total

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

293
399
240
113
275
537
94
234

Pledge

Actual Amount

0.00
20,400.00
200.00
200.00
5,040.00
5,000.00
0.00
1,500.00
600.00

0.00
20,400.00
0.00
200.00
5,100.00
5,000.04
0.00
2,888.35
900.00

32,940.00

34,488.39

62,000.00
5,000.00
4,500.00
4,500.00
16,000.00
7,200.00
6,000.00
24,000.00
5,000.00
12,620.00
5,000.00
28,600.00
0.00
16,500.00
4,800.00

62,000.00
5,000.00
4,975.88
5,418.99
14,666.63
6,940.00
8,000.00
22,000.00
5,165.00
10,017.80
5,000.00
28,850.00
1,200.00
6,915.00
900.00

201,720.00

187,049.30

49,250.00
32,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
20,000.00
750.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
0.00

49,175.00
33,155.00
10,458.00
4,182.00
18,332.84
1,000.00
10,000.00
8,583.00
1,000.00

132,000.00

135,885.84

6,000.00
1,200.00
25,500.00
1,000.00
4,500.00
3,000.00
0.00
8,000.00

6,000.00
1,200.00
22,356.36
1,000.00
4,090.95
4,662.90
0.00
8,000.00

49,200.00

47,310.21

34,000.00
15,000.00
8,000.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
2,000.00
10,500.00

31,464.34
16,250.00
8,000.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
2,593.00
2,000.00
6,715.50

82,000.00

74,022.84

Per Comm.
0.00
37.92
0.00
1.08
43.22
25.00
0.00
30.09
24.32
64.92
166.67
20.39
40.44
54.32
53.38
45.20
60.11
74.86
87.11
54.95
187.34
33.33
51.60
6.21
76.72
87.71
65.36
7.34
81.12
47.62
29.33
29.00
12.50
14.81
7.23
58.22
14.49
39.34
77.72
0.00
14.84
107.39
40.73
33.33
53.10
3.64
4.83
21.28
28.70

Circuit

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE
ST JOHN
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN
HASTINGS
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

207
579
376
366
20
64
233
115
302
64
46
44

1,000.00
17,000.00
21,604.00
9,000.00
500.00
4,400.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
13,680.00
1,200.00
1,500.00
2,000.00

1,066.00
16,966.00
21,153.10
9,000.00
500.00
4,000.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
13,680.00
1,200.00
1,775.00
2,000.00

91,844.00

90,481.10

500.00
1,000.00
20,000.00
0.00
4,750.00
5,000.00
17,625.00

500.00
1,000.00
20,001.04
0.00
3,765.00
5,000.00
18,114.58

48,875.00

48,380.62

6,600.00
6,000.00
1,000.00
2,500.00
1,800.00
10,000.00
2,640.00
6,300.00
13,000.00

6,012.79
6,501.00
1,513.00
2,499.96
1,800.00
10,000.00
2,640.00
6,520.00
13,000.00

44,771.00

50,486.75

2,000.00
0.00
0.00
1,500.00
0.00
9,500.00
0.00
900.00
6,240.00
66,000.00
7,500.00
5,000.00

2,000.00
0.00
0.00
1,500.00
0.00
11,080.00
600.00
600.00
4,040.00
70,000.00
7,500.00
5,000.00

98,640.00

102,320.00

2,300.00
9,000.00
20,000.00
4,200.00
13,200.00
4,500.00
25,000.00
3,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
0.00
6,000.00

2,415.41
9,000.00
20,000.00
4,791.29
13,200.00
4,726.50
25,000.00
3,000.00
6,000.00
5,416.71
0.00
6,000.00

98,200.00

99,549.91

13,320.00
4,300.00
7,000.00
9,000.00
7,500.00
10,000.00
20,000.00
4,500.00

12,503.16
4,693.00
7,000.00
9,000.00
5,118.00
9,999.96
20,001.00
3,241.50

80,420.00

71,556.52

COUNCIL BLUFFS

Total
DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
IMMANUEL

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
SCHLESWIG

50
22
772
1461
215
105
510

Total
DES MOINES EAST CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
THE GATE
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY

ALTOONA
ANKENY
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

108
647
44
121
27
431
120
321
401

Total
DES MOINES WEST

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
CHRIST OUR SAVIOR
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
NORWALK
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

449
180
10
330
25
170
79
35
443
2300
150
511

Total
FORT DODGE

MT CALVARY
HOLY TRINITY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST PAUL

EAGLE GROVE
FARNHAMVILLE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY
ROWAN
WEBSTER CITY

67
222
536
195
1160
58
865
111
81
205
51
285

Total
LE MARS

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST

Total

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

391
284
24
380
384
544
296
190

Actual Amount Per Comm.
5.15
29.30
56.26
24.59
25.00
62.50
64.38
43.48
45.30
18.75
38.59
45.45

10.00
45.45
25.91
0.00
17.51
47.62
35.52
55.67
10.05
34.39
20.66
66.67
23.20
22.00
20.31
32.42
4.45
0.00
0.00
4.55
0.00
65.18
7.59
17.14
9.12
30.43
50.00
9.78
36.05
40.54
37.31
24.57
11.38
81.49
28.90
27.03
74.07
26.42
0.00
21.05

31.98
16.52
291.67
23.68
13.33
18.38
67.57
17.06

Circuit
MAPLETON

Congregation

Town

Communicants

Pledge

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST PAUL

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
UTE

95
134
80
54
422
77
54
792
401
271

400.00
500.00
800.00
2,500.00
9,400.00
7,300.00
500.00
14,400.00
2,000.00
11,000.00

194.00
927.00
950.28
2,961.50
10,800.00
5,796.00
615.37
16,679.00
2,500.00
8,483.00

48,800.00

49,886.15

1,500.00
4,000.00
400.00
6,300.00
15,000.00
14,500.00
15,500.00
2,000.00
15,200.00
14,000.00

1,560.00
4,108.00
400.00
6,000.00
15,100.00
15,101.00
9,100.00
1,700.00
15,200.00
10,000.00

91,400.00

78,269.00

3,300.00
8,000.00
1,200.00
1,200.00
18,700.00
1,000.00
500.00
55,000.00
18,000.00

1,200.00
8,099.00
1,200.00
1,200.00
23,710.36
780.00
600.00
55,000.00
0.00

106,900.00

91,789.36

0.00
0.00
7,270.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
6,600.00
500.00
2,200.00
6,000.00
0.00

0.00
3,880.00
7,280.00
3,000.00
2,799.43
7,260.00
700.00
2,739.47
5,524.50
2,800.00

28,570.00

35,983.40

4,500.00
32,000.00
2,040.00
5,520.00
6,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
8,500.00
800.00
1,000.00
32,000.00
35,750.00
4,800.00

4,402.00
29,820.00
1,700.00
5,100.00
6,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.04
7,800.00
800.00
1,000.00
33,552.20
35,750.04
3,970.00

`152,910.00

149,894.28

12,000.00
4,900.00
18,000.00
7,700.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
14,200.00

15,496.25
7,568.33
18,000.00
5,000.00
10,000.00
12,110.69
6,329.83

71,800.00

74,505.01

Total
SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
FIRST
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE

AUBURN
EARLY
FONDA
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

52
54
22
231
357
222
450
36
207
425

Total
SIOUX CITY

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

55
217
116
61
623
71
262
1170
716

Total
SOUTHWEST

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

10
231
554
227
123
239
53
114
119
104

Total
SPENCER

IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
CONCORDIA
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL

ESTHERVILLE
HARTLEY
LAKE PARK
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

272
341
140
44
113
133
73
249
188
21
128
740
730
142

Total
STORM LAKE

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION

Total
Grand Total

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

207
256
334
131
344
389
294

Actual Amount Per Comm.

1,466,904

2.04
6.92
11.88
54.34
25.59
75.27
11.40
21.06
6.23
31.23

30.00
76.07
18.18
25.97
42.30
68.02
20.22
47.22
73.43
23.53
21.82
37.32
10.34
19.67
38.06
10.99
2.29
47.01
0.00
0.00
16.80
13.14
13.21
22.76
30.38
13.21
24.03
46.42
26.92
16.18
87.45
12.14
115.91
53.10
67.67
82.19
20.08
41.49
38.10
7.81
45.34
48.97
27.96

74.86
29.56
53.89
38.17
29.07
31.13
21.53

1,422,738

From Dollars and Demographics—to
Doughnuts
It’s both a privilege and a blessing to travel district-wide and
work with congregations, schools and investors.
I cannot help but notice that in the course of my visits, many of
our conversations take turns that open my eyes to what God is
doing among His people and the gifts with which He
uniquely blesses them to accomplish His will.

Carole White,
MBA
Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300

800-843-5233 | lcef.org

Interest Time is a
quarterly magazine
that informs and
educates LCEF
partners—investors,
borrowers and
ministry support
clients—on how LCEF
is supporting the Church in fulfilling its mission of
sharing the Gospel. Visit InterestTime.org.

Sometimes new opportunities present themselves, opportunities
that might not have been apparent if not for genuine, face-toface interaction (with doughnuts, of course!).
If I haven’t been to your congregation lately, please know that I
would appreciate visiting soon. Depending on your needs, I am
available to conduct a no-nonsense review of your books and/
or your facility. I am also
happy to present a short
overview of ministry
opportunities.
The communities
surrounding congregations
change over time. It often
helps to look at population
changes in your own
neighborhood. I can
provide some excellent
community and faithbased data customized for
your ministry area.
Lutheran Church Extension Fund offers these demographic
presentations free; I am blessed to share them with you.
And, yes, doughnuts are included!
Please contact me to discuss a date and time for my visit to your
congregation; I’ll be there.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities
only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully
read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. The State of Washington has adopted
a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment
unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. Visit lcef.org for details.
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Council Bluffs Servant Event
July 31-August 2, 2020

YOU are invited to serve others in the Council Bluffs/Omaha area beginnng on Friday,
July 31 at 3 PM.
We will help serve the evening meal to the
homeless at ‘Takin’ It To The Streets’ Mission or
MOHMS Mission.
On Saturday, August 1, we will volunteer at Heartland Hope Mission in the morning and
will serve at the Open Door Mission in the afternoon.

On Sunday, August 2, we will attend church, enjoy a meal together and head home.
Cost for the weekend is $195 which includes two nights’ lodging and meals.
Please register before July 15. (Cost is $50 if you don’t need lodging) Transportation
will be arranged after July 15 when we know the locations of the participants.

IOWAY – Registration: 2020
Name (please print) __________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________
Phone __________________________ Email ______________________________________________
Adult ________

Current School Grade ________

Adult T-shirt size ________

Home congregation and city ___________________________________________________________
I will provide my own transportation ______
I am willing to have others ride with me ______
I need transportation ______
Please send this completed form along with a check payable to IOWAY- Council Bluffs Mission to:

Ellie Menz
807 W. South St.
Jefferson, IA 50129
515-370-1159
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MEN FROM ST. JOHN OF COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA
VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
It was one of those very special days when a group of NOT NORMAL men arrived at
Mission Central from St. John Lutheran Church located 10 miles north of Columbus,
Nebraska.
This special group arrived at 3 PM February 3 and spent several hours seeing what the
Lord can do with an old set of farm buildings in the middle of the hills of western Iowa. This
group was led by their NOT NORMAL pastor, Rev. Brad Birtell.
This group of men began their tour with a special prayer in the little wayside prayer chapel.
Their tour continued to the
offices, the Ministry Center, the
Lord’s Creation Theater, and
finally the Barn Museum. It was
a day that these dear men will
never forget!
This special group is pictured in
the office with our Boss in the
background. For these men to
take the time to come all the way
to Mission Central from
Columbus, Nebraska on a
Monday afternoon was a great
encouragement to Old
Missionary Gary!

SPECIAL MISSIONARIES FROM SCHLESWIG, IOWA
COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
On Wednesday, February 5, 2020, the young people and adults from Immanuel Lutheran
Church at Schleswig, Iowa came to Mission Central for a tour of the entire facility. It was a
very special time for all of these dear missionaries.
The group received the full tour. They especially enjoyed the Creation Theater. The
attentiveness of the youth was such an encouragement for old Missionary Gary, as they
were all so eager to hear the story of the 6th day of Creation.

Rev. Kurt Kaiser was the leader of
this amazing group. When they left,
they all knew that they are
missionaries and can tell everyone
about our Savior Jesus!

BOARD MEMBERS OF THE GARY AND MAXINE THIES MISSION
FOUNDATION VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
The work of the Lord’s Mission Central MUST continue after the founders, Gary and
Maxine Thies, are in their real home in heaven! This CAN be accomplished by the
establishment of the Gary and Maxine Thies Mission Foundation.
This special Foundation will provide the overhead and administrative costs for many years
in the future, making it possible for more missionaries to share the message of our dear
Lord Jesus with people in lands of great darkness.
We MUST send missionaries to “ALL THE WORLD,” as indicated by the words of Jesus in
Mark 16:15. That’s a command and we must follow the command of our Savior the Son of
God! Many people in the world have never heard the name of Jesus, and it is the calling
of the Foundation to carry on with this work for many years to come.
Gary serves as President of the Foundation
and the Vice Chairman is Rev. Brad Birtell of
Columbus, Nebraska. The Secretary of the
Foundation is Rev. Ben Kaiser from York,
Nebraska, and the Treasurer is the
Honorable Jim Schroeder of Laurel,
Nebraska. The other board members are
Rev. Seth Kaiser of Glenwood, Iowa and
Rev. Rick Kanoy of Arlington, Nebraska.
The Foundation members are pictured in
front of the world famous painting of our
dear Lord Jesus painted by Warner Sallman
in 1940. It is the most reproduced picture in the world!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Rev. Jon & Anita Clausing and family
Tanzania East Africa
Saturday, March 21, 2020
1 PM

Sarah Kanoy
East Africa
Saturday, April 25, 2020
1 PM

Carol Halter
Hong Kong
Saturday, May 23, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, June 13, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Anthony & Jamie DiLiberto and family
Puerto Rico
Saturday, June 27, 2020
1 PM

Shara and Michael Osiro
East and South Africa
Tuesday, June 30, 2020
1:30 PM

Matt & DeeDee Wasmund and family
Seoul, Korea
Saturday, July 25, 2020
1 PM

Erin Mackinze
Dominican Republic
Saturday, August 15, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Mark Rabe and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, August 29, 2020
1 PM

Deaconess Kim Bueltmann
Germany
Saturday, September 12, 2020
1 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa
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MISSIONARY SHARP AT AMIGOS

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
In the picture above, I am speaking to the children
and youth of our Amigos congregation on the day
of the Presentation of the Lord. The Bible tells us
that 40 days after the birth of baby Jesus, His Jewish parents brought Him to the Temple to be given
to the Lord according to the law of God given to
Moses and the people of Israel. This tradition is
remembered and celebrated by our Hispanic families. If you read about our Epiphany celebration last
month, this is a continuation of that visit by the
Wise men.

For the Presentation of the Lord, we recognized
our children and youth with a special message on
Baptism, with prayer and a blessing. We praise
God that they have been “presented” to the Lord
through Baptism, forgiven of their sins and by the
Holy Spirit filled with faith in Jesus their Lord and
Savior. Baptism not only reminds us of God’s care
for us; but, it means that God literally lives with us
day by day through our lives.
Following the worship service, we shared the traditional special dinner of tamales. I don’t know why
tamales are the meal of the day, but we enjoyed
them and the fellowship that brings us together.

On Sunday, February 9, we were blessed by a visit
from Missionary Pastor James Sharp, his wife, and
four children. Pastor Sharp’s wife Angie is from
Denison and grew up at Zion. She also attended
Zion Lutheran School. Pastor Sharp preached at
both the Spanish and English services. They have
served the past five years in Montevideo in Uruguay. In the picture below, Missionary Sharp is
showing pictures and explaining his mission work in
Montevideo where they live and minister. Following
our worship service, Missionary Sharp and his family
spoke about their lives in this special mission field
5,834 miles south of us. We learned that this small
country in southern South America has a growing
Lutheran school and plans for planting more mission
churches around the country. We were amazed to
learn that while the country and government is primarily atheistic, the school is growing and expects
to reach 1,500 students in the future. The Lutheran
church also plans to expand their educational ministry by adding a Lutheran university.
We pray that the Lord would continue to bless the
work of Pastor James and Angie Sharp and their
children. The children all speak Spanish; but, the
parents worry for them as they have no friends
from Christian families. Their oldest son, Elias, will
be coming to the U.S. to attend high school. God
bless our friends in Uruguay!

Page 2
BIRTHDAY JOYS
Each month at Amigos, we celebrate the birthdays of the
month with a fellowship gathering. Last month, these two
young women were celebrated. Ismaela (left) is a new visitor to
our church. We are blessed that she has been coming with
friends and is enjoying being a part of our church family. Azucena (right) grew up in our church and attended Zion Lutheran School with her brother. She is married and has a two-yearold son. We are so blessed that our school girl who grew up in
our church and school continues to be active with her own
family.
OUR YOUTH MISSIONARIES in Storm Lake
In the picture at right, Zulema, Briana and Katia are together at Grace church. It is such a blessing to have our
youth in church each week. These ladies are special for a
number of reasons. They are bilingual, having grown up in
Storm Lake. They speak perfect English and Spanish. And
they come to church with their parents even during the
busiest years of their lives. Katia (right) graduated from
high school and works as a substitute teacher in the
elementary school. She comes with her mom and family.
Briana (center) is a senior. She comes with her mom and
she brought her friend, Zulema (left) to church. Katia and
Briana are members and we pray that Zulema will bring
her parents and continue to bless us.
THANKS from our churches in Denison and Storm Lake
Please know that we are so grateful for the congregations and the
individuals who sacrificially supported our ministry last year, either
with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars. If you or your
friends have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic
ministry with Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact your local
Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836.
God bless you in 2020! You are welcome to visit either of our
services on Sunday — 10:30AM at Grace Lutheran in Storm Lake
or 12:30PM at Zion in Denison.

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Avenue
Manning, Iowa 51455

Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292

E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + With thanksgiving for our special Epiphany worship services. + For
plans for the damaged church at Zion, Denison where Amigos meets. + For our plans and
goals for 2020 both in Denison and Storm Lake: 1) Our goal of calling a bilingual pastor; 2)
For our evangelistic outreach to the Hispanic community and the joy of meeting new contacts; and 3) For leadership growth. + For our special Lenten services in Storm Lake and
Denison. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in Denison & Storm Lake and also in our other two missions in Sioux City
and Des Moines. +++

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Working Together to Serve a Sister

Prayers
• For my father, Steven,
and his health.
• For Carmen as she
continues battling
cancer.
• For Herlinda and
Albino, that Albino
might be restored to
health.
• For Ivan and all who
struggle with
addiction.
• That our Lord would
continue to open
doors for meaningful
connections with our
Hispanic neighbors.

For the Calendar
• Our next Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry
meeting will be:
Tuesday, March 3
at 6:30 pm. Come
and join us!
Hope Lutheran Church

In last month’s newsletter, you met Carmen, a beloved sister
in Christ and one of the first Hispanic members of our
Lutheran Church here in Siouxland. You’ve also met her sons,
Luis and Leo, two of my catechism students (see photo on
next page). Carmen has been battling an aggressive breast
cancer while continuing to work part time to support her three
children as a single mother. She continues to amaze me with
her strong faith in God’s promises and her positive attitude, but
each round of chemo takes its toll. This month, we were all
blessed as we came together as a community, cooked and ate lots
of waﬄes and sausage, and raised funds to help Carmen with
her treatment costs. The event was a wonderful bridge
between our Anglo and Hispanic communities as we all worked
together to serve our sister Carmen. Our expectations for the
waﬄe breakfast fundraiser were surpassed with 30 volunteers,
$2,369 raised, and close to 300 participants. On the first
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Other Thoughts
• Yesterday, I met with
Isaac. He’s an18-year-old
recent high school
graduate who, like most
his age, are trying to
figure out his career path.
We’ve met to work on his
resume; we’ve met to
interview with a local
apprenticeship program
for diesel mechanics; and
we’ve met for lunch. I
laughed when I learned
that his friends have been
amused by this “random
pastor who speaks
Spanish and just showed
up on Isaac’s doorstep
one day.” The trust is
growing, and now, we’re
talking of starting a small
support group with some
of Isaac’s friends.
Ministries grow in the
context of relationships.
We’ll see what our Lord’s
got in store!
Interested in Supporting?
We’re still in need of close to
$50,000 to sustain our
Siouxland Hispanic Ministry
in 2020. If you’d like to join
us, please send aid to the
address below. Checks can be
paid to Hope Lutheran
Church with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the memo line.

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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page, you see some of Carmen’s friends who came to
support (the mother is also one of our ESL students). You
can see that the plates are mostly empty, so the waﬄes must
have been pretty tasty! Please continue to pray for Carmen
and her family!

In the photo above, you see my favorite kids in
Siouxland—my catechism students! You’ve already been
introduced to Carmen’s boys, Luis and Leo (gray and red
sweaters in back). Isaac is a neighbor friend who’s been
joining us. Fátima, Jasmine, and Ángel are the children
of one of Carmen’s friends, Marta. The connections keep
multiplying, the Word keeps spreading, and my joy keeps
growing as I watch these young kids grow in their
knowledge of their Lord! Their questions and insights blow
me away, and I’m reminded once again that we should never
underestimate our youth! We’re going to spend nearly a
year learning the Bible stories and chief parts of the
catechism, and then, we’ll go deeper into doctrine. I have
to confess, I’m just a little envious of their ability to
memorize—even the strange Old Testament names! These
kids are incredible!
That’s it for now! May our Lord bless you and keep you!
Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support
of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God,
and afflicted” (Isaiah 53:4).
“And Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do
with the Man you call the King of the Jews?’ And they
cried out again, ‘Crucify Him.’ And Pilate said to them,
‘Why? What evil has He done?’ But they shouted all the
more, ‘Crucify Him’” (Mark 15:12-14).

I need Lent to help me focus on that sacrificial love:
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning,
Foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him,
None would intervene to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him
Was the stroke that justice gave.

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted!
Lent is such a wonderful time of year as it allows me to
pause and reflect on my sinful life in light of the sacrifice that
Jesus made for me.
I need Lent to draw me back to the cross of my loving
Savior, Jesus:
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
See Him dying on the tree!
‘Tis the Christ, by man rejected;
Yes, my soul, ‘tis He, ‘tis He!
‘Tis the long-expected Prophet,
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord;
Proofs I see sufficient of it:
‘Tis the true and faithful Word.
That first verse of the Lenten hymn depicts the despair that I
feel as a Christian. I see my Savior, Jesus, taking my sins
upon Himself and actually not forsaking me! His dying is
actually sad to me as it was my sins that put Him there;
however, encouraging my very soul as He willingly did it out
of pure love for ME!

I need this! This second verse of the Lenten hymn guides
my focus. So often I narrow my focus in on myself and upon
my miserable life that has been stricken, smitten, and
afflicted with so much misery and pain and suffering. So
often I am challenged by the agony that surrounds me in the
world and endures within my very soul. So often I feel
oppressed and abandoned by God as my cries for mercy
echo the words of Job: “How long, O Lord?” But now I
see a Jesus who truly groaned in suffering out of pure love
for ME!
I need Lent to make me grateful for a truly loving God:
Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly,
Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed,
See Who bears the awful load;
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.
Verse three of the Lenten hymn draws me so close to my
Savior, Jesus as He is the only One who willingly sacrificed

Himself for me! I am so special and important to Jesus that
He willingly suffered and died for me. I am WORTH dying
for!
It is so easy for me to get distracted from my Christian faith.
I have so many things that want to take me away from my
Savior, Jesus:
•

•

•

It is so easy for me to focus on a particular injustice
that may be happening to me. But this Lent I am
quickly reminded that Jesus suffered injustice out of
pure love for ME!
It is so easy for me to focus on my particular pains
that plague me. But this Lent I am quickly reminded
that Jesus endured pain to forgive me ALL of my sins
out of pure love for ME!
It is so easy for me to focus on my loneliness that
haunts me day and night. But this Lent I am quickly
reminded that all alone, Jesus bore the weight of my
sins out of pure love for ME!

So I am humbled and joy-filled that I have a Savior in Jesus
Who loves me so much that He has won my forgiveness,
life, and salvation! This Lent I pray the fourth verse of the
hymn boldly:
Prayer: Here we have a firm foundation,
Here the refuge of the lost:
Christ, the Rock of our salvation,
Is the name of which we boast;
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
Sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded
Who on Him their hope have built. Amen.

Theme: “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted!”
March 2020
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The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:

KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Pastor Michael Awe
Hope Lutheran Church, South Sioux City, Nebraska

THE LAMPLIGHTER

What’s Coming Up?
March 20-21

Higher Things Retreat

April 18

Camp Okoboji Annual Meeting

April 23-25

Wittenberg Academy

May 1-2

Spring Women’s Retreat

May 1-3

Volunteer Work Weekend

Summer Staff Needed!
Do you know someone who is
committed to serving others and
glorifying God? Refer them to us! Camp
is in need of hard-working, committed
young adults to serve guests and
campers on our Summer Staff. To learn
more and to apply, check out our
webpage:
campokoboji.org/summer-jobs.php

Higher Things Retreat
On March 20-21, Camp Okoboji is hosting a
Higher Things Retreat! Bring your 7th-12th
grade youth to this retreat. Pastor Donovan
Riley will guide learners through what it
means for Christians to embrace being sinful and justified at the same time! Find more
information on Camp’s website!

Volunteer Work Weekend
Join us at Camp Okoboji on May 1-3 as we
prepare the grounds for the Summer Season! Breakfast and lunch will be on us! For
more information, call the Camp Office at
712-337-3325! See you at the Lake!

Simul Justus et Peccator
Fully Sinner/Fully Saint

A Higher Things® Youth Retreat
Sometimes, it feels like there's a civil war going on
inside us. The good we want to do we don't do. The
stuff we're commanded by God not to do, we do (and
even enjoy it). But, why does this happen to
Christians? It's because we're not all good or all bad,
totally sinful or one hundred percent saintly. We're
both at the same time. Or, as Dr. Martin Luther
explained it, we're "simul iustus et peccator."
Christians are sinful and justified at the same time.

When:

March 20-21, 2020

Where:

Camp Okoboji
Milford, IA

Cost:

$60 per person

Join Pastor Donavon Riley as he talks about what it
means for Christians to embrace being sinful and
justified at the same time and why it offers comfort to
Christians who are exhausted from running back and
forth between fear of God's judgment and hope in His
forgiveness.

RSVP:

Contact: Izaak Wendorff
Retreat Coordinator
(507) 766-0072
izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com
via online registration at
www.higherthings.org/retreats/registrations
or Tana McKenna
Higher Things Retreat Coordinator
(888) 482-6630 ext.6 or
retreats@higherthings.org

Download registration forms and register online at www.higherthings.org/retreats

Simul Justus et Peccator
Fully Sinner/Fully Saint
A Higher Things® Youth Retreat

Camp Okoboji - LCMS
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 5135

March 20-21, 2020

Sometimes, it feels like there's a civil war going on inside us. The good we want to do we don't
do. The stuff we're commanded by God not to do, we do (and even enjoy it). But, why does
this happen to Christians? It's because we're not all good or all bad, totally sinful or one
hundred percent saintly. We're both at the same time. Or, as Dr. Martin Luther explained it,
we're "simul iustus et peccator." Christians are sinful and justified at the same time. Join Pastor
Donavon Riley as he talks about what it means for Christians to embrace being sinful and
justified at the same time and why it offers comfort to Christians who are exhausted from
running back and forth between fear of God's judgment and hope in His forgiveness.
Donavon Riley is a Lutheran pastor, conference speaker, author, and contributing writer for
1517, Christ Hold Fast, and LOGIA. He is also a co-host of The Banned Books and Warrior Priest
podcasts. He is a contributing author to "The Sinner/Saint Devotional: 60 Days in the Psalms"
and "Theology of the Cross". He is also the author of the book, "Crucifying Religion.”
He currently lives in Minnesota with his wife and five children, a very large-sized Mastiff, and a
less large-sized Shepherd.
$60 per person covers all expenses for the retreat at Camp Okoboji, including all classes, food,
activities, and lodging. Boys and girls will be housed in separate rooms, and attendees should
bring sleeping bags and pillows. There are shower facilities. The retreat will begin at 8pm on
Friday and end at 2:30pm on Saturday. Download registration forms for this retreat at
www.higherthings.org/retreats or by contacting Izaak Wendorff to send you a registration
packet.
Register for this retreat online at www.higherthings.org/retreats. Groups are encouraged to
pay securely online, however you may bring your payment with you to Camp Okoboji when
you arrive for the retreat. Please RSVP for this retreat by March 13.
Higher Things is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod. Its mission is to help parents, pastors, and congregations promote a Lutheran identity
among youth. Higher Things accomplishes this through conferences, retreats, and various
print and online media. For more information about Higher Things, please visit
www.higherthings.org or contact Crysten Sanchez, Higher Things Conference Executive.
Retreat Contacts:
Izaak Wendorff
Retreat Coordinator
(507) 766-0072

Tana McKenna
Higher Things Retreat Coordinator
(888) 482-6630 ext.6

izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

retreats@higherthings.org

Higher Things, Inc.

Retreat Registration Form
Name of Retreat

City

ST

Registrant Section
Last

First

MI

Street Address

City

O Male

Date of Birth

Home Phone

ST

Zip

O Female

Cell Phone

Registrant E-mail Address

O I intend to receive the Lord’s Supper at the Divine Service, if applicable.
O I have attended a Higher Things Retreat and/or Conference before.

O Youth

O College

O Adult (21+)

O Pastor

(Please indicate one age category above.)

Group Church Name

City

ST

Group Leader’s Name

Home Church Name (if different from
b
)

City

ST

Pastor’s Name

Parent/Guardian Section (must be completed for all minor registrants)
Last

Address (if diﬀerent from above.)

First

City

Home Phone

ST

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone

Parent/Guardian’s E-mail Address

I grant permission for my minor child, named above on this form as “Registrant”, to attend the Higher Things event listed above. I assume all
responsibility and liability for injury to said minor while at the Retreat. I also give Higher Things, Inc. permission to use any still, audio, or video
images of my child in Higher Things event publicity and news releases.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Adult Registrant Section
I understand that I am being given an opportunity to participate in an event that is intended for youth. I will not interfere with the enjoyment or
participation of the youth, and will strive to accommodate their needs before my own. I understand that I am welcome to attend all catechesis
sessions, but will try to reserve questions for the instructor until after the session so as not to deter youth participation and interaction.

Adult Registrant Signature

Date

All those attending a Higher Things Retreat, whether adult or youth, must register for that event.
Please use the information on this form to register your group online at www.higherthings.org/retreats/registrations.

Why Should We
Participate?
Camp VBS/Day camps will provide
your congregation with:


A Christ-centered curriculum that
focuses on God’s Word and in
reaching out to your community
through missions and outreach.



A staff of Christian young people
who will serve as role models of
service to and for the Church at
large.



Crafts, music, and activities that
will enrich the program and
relate to the Bible stories
presented.



Assistance in reaching out to
children and families in your
community. We encourage you
to invite ALL of the children in
your community to hear the
Gospel of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.



An experience with Camp
Okoboji and information on how
the members of your
congregation can utilize the
Camp which they own.

Traveling Camp VBS
and Day Camps!

Our traveling team
will come to your
congregation!
See inside for
details!
Camp Okoboji

Camp Okoboji
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Camp VBS / Day Camps

Available Dates
The following weeks are available in 2020!
• June 1-5

Our traveling Camp VBS staff will come to
your congregation and lead a Vacation
Bible School tailored to your setting. This
can be done as a whole day camp, half day
or evening program. Our programs will run
from Monday-Friday noon for day programs
and Monday-Thursday for evening
programs. Beginning and ending times are
dependent on your congregation’s need.

Campers will enjoy
crafts that relate to the
stories!

Our staff will lead
music, crafts,
recreational activities,
and Bible time for
students who have
completed grades K-5.
We will use the Camp
VBS curriculum.

We will send 3 staff people for a fee of
$325 per staff person, meals and lodging
plus round trip mileage for one vehicle from
Camp Okoboji to your congregation. We
will also need a volunteer group to assist
with various duties.

• June 8-12
• June 15-19
• July 13-17
• July 20-24
• July 27-31
• August 3-7

Campers enjoy games and
activities of all kinds!

How to Sign up!
If you have further questions or would like to sign
up to have our traveling staff come to your
congregation, please contact Izaak Wendorff
(712-337-3325 — Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com)
or fill out the request form on the Camp website.
All dates will be filled on a first come/first serve
basis with a paid deposit.
Once you have made contact with Camp Okoboji,
a written contract and packet of materials will be
sent to you. This can be done by phone, email or
United States Postal Service. Upon receiving the
contract, it must be filled out and mailed with a
$325 deposit to secure the week.

Most craft items will be provided. We may
ask congregations to collect some items in
order to reduce the amount of materials our
staff needs to bring.

Camp Okoboji

We are also willing to assist in various
community service events as well, like
visiting nursing homes, food shelves or
other service areas in your community.

1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, IA 51351
Phone: 712-337-3325
Fax: 712-337-3318
E-mail: Izaak.campokoboji@gmail.com

Campers will see skits and sing lots of songs!

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Every Wednesday, approximately 20 young single women and their children gather at the historic Lutheran orphanage
now Ministry Center in Fort Dodge to experience love. Sometimes it’s in the form of a reassuring hug, word of encouragement or prayer. Sometimes it’s a bag filled with diapers or food. Sometimes an envelope containing a gift card for
gas. Always it’s an expression and demonstration of love: God’s love shared through us.

IOWA LUTHERAN SCHOOL TUITION ORGANIZATION

$508,655
Total amount donated in 2019 to ILSTO. Thank You!
Please consider a gift today to help
families attend a Lutheran School.

The 2020-2021 financial assistance need for Lutheran
School children will approach $1 Million.
Our goal is to raise $950,000 in 2020
through the ILSTO 65% tax credit program.
Students and families need your help.

Elementary & Secondary Lutheran Schools in Iowa:
Trinity, Boone
Clarinda Lutheran
St. Paul, Fort Dodge
Zion-St. John, Paullina
Iowa Great Lakes, Spencer

Valley, Cedar Falls
Trinity, Cedar Rapids
Trinity, Davenport
Zion, Denison
St. Paul, Latimer
Central, Newhall
Community, Readlyn
St. Paul, Sioux City
Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

Lutheran Schools:
•

Are driven by a commitment to the Gospel and focused on a mission of bringing hope and
healing to students and families.

•

Are governed by board members who clearly understand their roles and focus on the vision
and board policies that effectively govern the operation of the school.

•

Meet or exceed state and national academic standards at all grade levels.

•

Have educators who model visionary leadership. They practice stewardship of resources, build
up others and empathize with others.

•

Have educators who model servant leadership. Do those served grow as persons; do they,
while being served, become healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more likely themselves to
become servants? (Robert Greenleaf)

•

Have educators who model spiritual leadership. They study God’s Word, share their personal
faith story, apply Law and Gospel appropriately, exhibit a passion for ministry, act courageously,
equip God’s people for service, care for others, demonstrate integrity, and pray.

Call today for more information
Dewey Torkelson
ILSTO Program Manager
712-260-2991

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY
Iowa District West LLL/LHM
When: Saturday, April 25, 2020
8:30 am Registration & Breakfast; 11:15 Closing
Where: Our Savior Lutheran Church,
500 North 24th Street, Denison, Iowa
Speaker: Rev. David Loeschen
Topic: Chaplain to Law Enforcement
Cost: $15
Spread the word among the grandpas and grandmas,
the fathers and mothers, and the sons and daughters of your
family and your church!

For more information,
contact John Tews
(valleyinsjt@gmail.com or
641-740-0126 cell).

Watch for future events and other Lutheran Hour Ministries news in The Lutheran
Witness and on our new Facebook “group” page, “Lutheran Laymen League of
Western Iowa.”

Operation Barnabas
Des Moines Chapter
•

Over the past year, the Des Moines Chapter of Operation Barnabas
has raised money from congregations in Iowa District West to
purchase a service dog for the Puppy Jake Foundation. Puppy Jake
is a local foundation that purchases and trains service dogs for
veterans in need. They were able to raise almost $8,000 towards
the total cost of $20,000 that it takes to purchase and train a dog
before they are placed. They raised enough that the foundation
allowed them to name the dog. “Luther” will be purchased and
begin his training this year.

•

Every Memorial Day, a local radio station hosts a breakfast event at the Gold Star Museum
at Camp Dodge. This is an Iowa National Guard base in the Des Moines area. The have a
wonderful Museum that they open up that morning and the radio station broadcasts live
from there. A local grocery chain hosts a free breakfast for everyone. Operation Barnabas
sets up a booth and collects needed items and cash for the Des Moines Veteran Hospital
Volunteer Department. Last year, we had four big boxes of various new clothing, personal
hygiene items, snacks, and a check for $650. This department works closely with Des
Moines area homeless veterans.

•

For the past several Christmases, in conjunction with Freedom Alliance, they have collected
gift cards and cash to provide a Christmas for families of Veterans who are experiencing a
rough time. The families are vetted by Freedom Alliance and are usually severely injured
and transitioning out of the military. Gift cards are sent so the parents can have the joy of
shopping for their families. This past year, we were able to send each of the three families
$900 in cash and $1,130 in gift cards. A quilting group from Messiah Lutheran Church in
Johnston, Iowa also donates a handmade quilt for every member of the family. The
heartfelt thanks the group receives from these families is overwhelming. They really feel
the hope that their lives will get better with the love and prayers from Operation Barnabas.

Connie Mekus
Des Moines Chapter

MEMORANDUM
The Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching
DATE:

May 18 (10 AM-5 PM) & 19 (9-12 PM), 2020

PLACE:

Memorial Lutheran Church and Student Center, Ames, IA

TO:

Preachers of Iowa District West and LCMS

FROM:

The Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching Committee

Dear Brothers in Christ,
The 2020 Kapfer Symposium on Preaching for pastors and vicars is scheduled for May 18-19, 2020. The Monday session will
last from 10 AM-5 PM, and the Tuesday session will last from 9 AM-noon. The symposium will be held at Memorial
Lutheran Church and Student Center, 2228 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA, where Richard Kapfer served as senior pastor from
1977-1985. We are pleased to have Dr. Reed Lessing presenting on FOLLOWING YOUR LEAD, LETTING THE WORD
COME ALIVE: CHOOSING, STUDYING, AND PRESENTING TEXTS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
Dr. Reed Lessing has served as Senior Pastor at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Ft. Wayne, Indiana since 2013. Prior to that
he was on the faculty of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis from 1999-2013. Dr. Lessing has authored six books and his newest
commentary on Zechariah will be published by CPH in 2021.
The entire cost of the symposium (including registration and lunch) will be underwritten by the Richard G. Kapfer Memorial
Fund and a grant from American Church Group/Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company.
Dinner and evening activities will be on your own, but a list of suggested restaurants and bars will be available at registration.
To register please fill out the form at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0NEqdu9L5Q6y-vZayKzsG8zfA/viewform or contact Pastor Ryan Roehrig of St Paul, Alta, at pastor.roehrig@gmail.com or
631-456-2875 We are looking forward to seeing you at this continuing education event.

