Dear Brothers in Christ,
From all I have heard, the pastors and congregations in Iowa District West have responded to the
Covid-19 virus in prudent and sensible ways. If you have not done so I would recommend
President Harrison’s post at:
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/resource-helps-congregations-plan-for-widespread-illnesses/
“Iowa Department of Public Health has not identified community spread of COVID-19 at this
time, and without community spread or additional guidance from our federal partners, we aren't
making any recommendations to cancel events,” said Dr. Caitlin Pedati, IDPH medical director
and state epidemiologist. “This is, however, a very fluid situation and we urge the public to
closely monitor messaging from the Iowa Department of Public Health for updated guidance.”
The CDC has, however, provided specific guidance for high risk groups. Older adults and those
with chronic health conditions should stay away from others who are sick, limit close contact
with others in general, avoid crowds, and wash hands often.
The CDC also recommends that event organizers prepare for the possibility of outbreaks and
ensure they have contingency plans in place should the need arise. The CDC’s guidance for mass
gatherings can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/largeevents/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html.
Does this affect your worship gathering?
You might consider asking your members to spread out when attending worship, (usually not too
difficult in LCMS Congregations).
You may want to make use of live streaming opportunities for home use by individuals and/or
family groups. Sarah Rethwisch of our Communications Department, with assistance from Rev.
Keith Haney, has put together a how-to-stream document. I have attached a copy to help you set
up live streaming your services. If you have a small group Bible studies, you may want to
livestream those as well.
As you gather for worship, we offer the following out of love for one another and our
neighbor(s):
• Hand sanitizer "manned" and mandatory use at each entrance to the worship space.
• Although it may be your custom, avoid greeting each other with a hand shake or hug.

Simply greet one another with a smile and words of blessing.
• Respect "space" between fellow worshipers (6 feet) when possible.
• Encourage members to frequently wash their hands.
• Pastors and other worship leaders wash their hands and make use of

hand sanitizers
before "setting the table" for Holy Communion.
• Do not pass the plate for the offering, but have it in front or in back of the sanctuary for
worshippers to give their offering to the Lord. Encourage the use of electronic giving.

• Direct

custodial staff to pay special attention to "high touch" items like bathroom
counters and faucets, door handles, stair rails, light switches, and the like.
• Consider providing means of hydration other than drinking fountains.
• Communicate to all that those members who, because of health or age, are at greatest
risk, that they may choose not to attend public worship. Hold them especially in your
prayers.
• Encourage those who are "not feeling well" to stay at home for the sake of their brothers
and sisters in Christ.
• Be charitable and not do not judge the decisions other pastors and congregation make.
Should your congregation choose to suspend worship for the next couple of weeks, we offer the
following:
• LCMS resources
o The Lutheran

Hour. Please post the local radio station or direct people to
https://www.lhm.org/
o Iowa District West Mainstreet Living http://www.idwlcms.org/main-streetliving.php
o Worship Anew (formally Worship for shut-ins) may also be on Direct TV
https://worshipanew.org/programs/watch-on-television/
• Work to provide live streaming of your worship service. We would like to put together a
list of congregations that provide live-streaming. If your congregation is currently
live-streaming, please send the link to Jill@IowaDistrictWest.org and we will post it
on our web site.
• Communicate with members often with printed devotions and prayers.
• Make use of email and other social media in order to get the Good News out.
• Provide excellent pastoral care and encourage members to care for one another and their
neighbors in the Name of Jesus. Consider telephone ministry to your shut-ins.
• You cannot over communicate with your people! Keep them informed and connected as
the Body of Christ.
And finally, I want to encourage you as Pastors to be shepherd to the flock entrusted to you. I
think Martin Luther’s explanation of the Creed is so helpful in times like this.
•Because of the first article we will not act in IGNORANCE. He has given us our reason.
•Because of the second article we will not FEAR. Christ has made us His own!
•Because of the third article we live in HOPE. We are sanctified and kept holy by the Holy
Spirit.
I hope you find this helpful as I pray for you as you lead your people in this time of crisis.
Always in Grace,
Pres. Steve Turner

