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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. Adam Jacobsen, St. John, Mattoon, IL, to Concordia, Lake Park and Trinity, Sioux
Valley, MN.
Rev. Don Meyer, EM, Marcus, to Zion, Paullina.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Corey Grunklee, Santa Rosa Beach, FL, to St. Paul, Carroll.
Rev. Jonathan Riggert, Cherokee, to St. Paul, Lexington, IL.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Bruce Lesemann, St. John, Storm Lake, to Peace in Christ, Walkersville, MD.
Rev. Ryan Roehrig, St. Paul, Alta, to St. Paul, Roseburg, OR.
Rev. Ryan Roehrig, St. Paul, Alta, to St. Paul, Carroll.
Rev. Tom Schlund, Algona, to Sr. Pastor, Faith, Topeka, KS.
TRANSFERRED IN
Rev. James Yonkers, Candidate, from Southern District, 2-25-2020.
CALLED TO GLORY
Rev. Leland Schmidt, EM, Sioux City, 3-6-2020.
COMMISSIONED MINISTER—TRANSFERRED IN
Jodene Baker, EM, from South Dakota District, 2-17-2020.
COMMISSIONED MINISTER—RESIGNED FROM ROSTER
Jane Hurst, Clarinda, 3-9-2020.

Calendar of Events
April 10...Good Friday, District Office Closed
April 25...Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Bible Study (LLL/LHM), Our Savior, Denison
May 18-19...The Rev. Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching, Memorial,
Ames
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Junior Youth Gathering IDW 2020
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April 2020
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
COVID-19
I believe, in this time of disaster emergency, we have
the opportunity to share the hope we have in Christ with
our neighbors. We are concerned for our neighbors and
want to offer Christ’s compassion to them. We are putting together a “Best Practices” resource on our website
where congregations, pastors and church workers will
be able to share information and ideas with each other.
This can be found at www.iowadistrictwest.org under
the COVID-19 tab. If you have ideas, please send them
to Keith@IowaDistrictWest.org.
During times of great stress and discomfort, people will turn to the
church for comfort. It may be that you can provide daily devotionals
online, make personal phone calls, post prayers on your website, offer
words of encouragement on Facebook. You may wish to set up a calling tree so your members can care for one another. Be open to the
ways that the Holy Spirit might use you to bring hope and calm into a
moment of chaos and fear.
I know that many congregations are concerned about finances. I
want to remind you of the importance for continued congregational giving. Please, if you have been blessed financially, you may need to give
more at this time. Contact your church office or your pastor to determine
the best way for the church to receive your offerings.
Our hope is a living Hope! A hope that will result in eternal praise,
honor and glory when Jesus Christ is revealed. The hope of a glorious
inheritance in Heaven!
You are all in my prayers,
Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, President
Steve@iowadistrictwest.org

Save the date and start promoting the Iowa
District West Junior Youth Gathering that will
take place on October 17-18, 2020 at the Sheraton in Des Moines. The theme is centered
around the study of the Ten Commandments.
The gathering team is busy planning another
high quality event that will foster spiritual
growth and the strengthening of relationships
as we focus on God's Word and His commandments. Registration materials will be sent the beginning of August.
Senior Youth Gathering IDW 2020
The Iowa District West Senior Youth Gathering
will take place November 20-22, 2020 at the Holiday Inn at the Airport in Des Moines. Our theme
is “20/20 Faith” and our theme verse is Hebrews
12:1b-2. Our eyes are an important part of our
body. They enable us to see. Our faith is the
same way. Satan and the world try to put blinders on us so that we only see his lies, temptations, and deceit. When that happens, our faith
suffers. We begin to doubt, get lonely, and become lost. Jesus breaks
the blinders of sin so that we can clearly see His grace. Fixing our eyes
on Him allows us to see the joys and strength of faith. Jesus strengthens
us to go out into the world as more than conquerors. He walks through
this life right beside us, bringing us all the way to heaven! Registration
materials will be sent in early August.
The Lutheran Heritage Foundation (an LCMS
Recognized Service Organization) provides free
resources to you and your church for sharing
the Gospel with neighbors and friends who don’t
speak English as a first language. Books like
Luther’s Small Catechism, devotions and children’s Bible storybooks are available in more
than 100 languages – and also make excellent
gifts when going on short-term mission trips! To
search LHF’s Publications Database, go to
www.LHFmissions.org/Publications.
Calendar of Events
April 25…Men’s Prayer Breakfast & Bible Study, Our Savior, Denison
May 18-19...Rev. Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on
Preaching, Memorial, Ames
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

Resources for Youth/Families
As these are anxious times for families, we can equip them with
the tools that point them to Jesus.

CPH.org has free resources available at this time for
Worship, Bible Study and Sunday School.
While there are many resources out there you could…
Go Simple:

Give a list of Bible stories to families indicating where
they are found in the Bible. Encourage families to read the story
together out loud, taking turns reading, and then discuss the story.
Who were the people involved? What was happening? When did it
happen? Where? How was God at work in the lives of the people?
How is God at work in our life today?
Encourage families to have prayer time together where each member
could pray out loud. Families can use the acronym ACTS
Adoration – how great and awesome He is
Confession – tell God they are sorry for their sins
Thanks – tell God what and who they are thankful for
Supplications – ask God for…healing, protection, peace, etc.
Pray in the powerful name of Jesus.

DISTRICT EDUCATION CONFERENCES
Iowa Early Childhood Conference – August 7
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
New Location: Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference – October 26-27
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
Conference location: Sheraton West Des Moines

YOUTH - Make Plans to Join Us
Junior Youth Gathering – October 17-18
Theme: IDOL TALK
Location: Sheraton, West Des Moines
Focus: The Ten Commandments

Senior Youth Gathering – November 20-22
Theme: 2020 – Faith
Fix Our Eyes – Run the Race
Location: Airport Holiday Inn, Des Moines
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Are We Missing the Mission Right Under Our Noses?
There is an excellent illustration about Catherine Booth, the "mother" of the Salvation Army.
"Wherever Catherine Booth went," said Campbell Morgan, "humanity went to hear her. Princes
and peeresses merged with paupers and prostitutes."
One night, Morgan shared in a meeting with Mrs. Booth. A great crowd of "publicans and
sinners" was there. Her message brought many to Christ. After the meeting, Morgan and Mrs.
Booth went to be entertained at an elegant home; and the lady of the manor said, "My dear
Mrs. Booth, that meeting was dreadful."
"What do you mean, dearie?" asked Mrs. Booth.
"Oh, when you were speaking, I was looking at those people opposite to me. Their faces were
so terrible, many of them. I don't think I shall sleep tonight!"
“Why, dearie, don't you know them?" Mrs. Booth asked; and the hostess replied, "Certainly
not!"
"Well, that is interesting," Mrs. Booth said. "I did not bring them with me from London; they are
your neighbors!"
The illustration above points out that often we overlook the mission possibilities in our
backyard.
Don’t get me wrong, I love mission trips abroad. Christians can do great ministry in third world
countries. When I see the personal distress of children, my heart is stirred to compassion. I
applaud those people with the tenacity and determination of a missionary. God bless you and
the work He has called you to do. I wish I saw more people who have a passion for the mission
field right under their noses.
Local mission work is not as cool, but the demands are just as great. And the cost is greatly
diminished because you don’t need to board a plane, then take a bus and a bike to far remote
places. Instead, you get to hop in your car then drive to a neighborhood that you often drive
through quickly on the way to somewhere else. These communities often do not have a
missionary agency asking for short-term missionaries, yet their mission needs are just as
great. The human hurt is just as heartbreaking. The suffering, just as generational. The life
transformational potential, just as impactful. What makes this possibility even more desirable
is that it does not have to be a short-term mission, it can be an ongoing missional relationship.

When we ignore the mission opportunities outside our doors, Christians are failing to live up to
their full mission potential. This example says it all. Imagine this: Jesus has come to earth on a
special mission. And one day God speaks to Him and says, "Lay hands on this blind man and
heal him." But there's a dilemma. Jesus has two withered hands. Then God says, "I want you to
go and raise Lazarus from the dead." But suddenly, Jesus collapses and can't control His legs.
Every time God tells Him to do something, something goes wrong. You're probably thinking that
this would never happen. But the church is a body of believers who are Jesus in the flesh on
earth today. I wonder if God feels a little bit like that's the way it is with the church when we
don’t live out our local mission. How powerful could our witness be if the people outside our
walls saw and experienced the same level of missionary zeal that so many Christians practice in
other countries?
Pray that God opens our eyes to the mission potential in our communities so we can make the
most of that opportunity with dogged determination.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending February 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$127,618

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$127,618

Over (under) anticipated amount

$ 10,618

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$ 52,650

Balance for District programs & ministries

$ 74,968

Total Receipts

$127,618

Mission Receipts Compared With Last Year
Month ending February 2020

$127,618

Month ending February 2019

$ 94,622

Over (under) last year

$ 32,996

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

LENT IS FORTY DAYS TO REFLECT
ON OUR UNWORTHINESS AND THEN
FOCUS ON GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE
IN JESUS
“He Who did not spare His own Son but gave
Him up for us all, how will He not also with
Him graciously give us all things”
(Romans 8:32).

Lent is a penitential season during which we focus on what Christ has done for us and examine ourselves
as Christians. Without this self-examination, we tend to cheapen the grace that God has extended to us.
As stewards, let us examine our motives, our actions, and our words. Why do we give? What are we
doing to help others? How have we spoken the Good News of redemption through Christ? As we worship
in our churches this Lenten season, let us thank God for the gift of His Son. Let us ask forgiveness for
our willful and selfish ways. Let us ask Him to lead us to respond according to the gifts He has given us
that the kingdom of God may grow.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? Did you know that 45% of your unrestricted congregational mission dollars support the work of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod? The 2020 budget includes $631,800 designated for LCMS mission and
ministry. As we all “walk together,” we ask every congregation to be a partner with District and the Synod. Your
dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in IDW and across the world. Last year, IDW
was ranked the 6th highest mission giving out of 35 Districts. Thank you for your partnership!

Celebrate Administrative Professionals Day/Week
This annual event was originally organized in 1952. Over the years, Administrative
Professionals Week has become one of the largest workplace observances for the more
than 22 million administrative and office support professionals working in the United
States.
This year, it is held April 20-24, with Administrative Professionals Day on Wednesday,
April 22. Each year, administrative professionals are recognized for their skills and
loyalty, attributes almost every office depends upon. Administrative Professionals Week
celebrates and sheds light on administrative professionals’ devoted, valued work.

LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics – 2019 Congregation Statistics Report
A reminder to all congregations that the annual stat report is due March 31. The letter was mailed in February
which includes the congregation ID and password for completing the form. This statistical information is used to
calculate congregational assessments for the Synod & District Conventions. It also assists a wide variety of
ministry efforts at the national level, as well as fulfilling the expectation of membership set forth in Bylaw 1.3.4.

Safety & Security Seminar - Keep Your Church Safe!
In the wake of violent events the last few years year, many pastors and church leaders are looking for information
to help make church facilities safer. Providing a safe environment for the people who attend church services and
activities is one of our greatest responsibilities and challenges in today’s society. Plan now to attend the
Church Safety & Security Seminar on Thursday, October 15 at St. Paul, Fort Dodge. This all-day training is
essential for every congregation. Watch for more information.
What can your church do now? Read the article titled “5 Ways to Protect Your Church” at the Christianity Today
online blog page - www.ChurchLawAndTax.com/blog. Also, the District has the video “Safe & Secure Church”
training kit available for checkout.
What Political Activity is legal?
As the political arena heats up, church leaders and pastors wonder what political activity is or is not permissible.
According to Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF, an amazing organization fighting for religious liberty,
defending the sanctity of life, and protecting marriage and the family), the church is permitted to:
Discuss political issues
Candidates speak at church
Nonpartisan voter registration activities
Nonpartisan “get-out-the-vote” activities
Lobby for or against legislation
Distribute nonpartisan candidate surveys or voter guides
For more information and to request a free legal guide from ADF, click here.
Lutheran Service Builder
Plan your worship services with more ease than ever before. LSB is a web-based program that allows churches to
quickly and easily plan services and more. Coming this fall, Concordia Publishing House will provide LSB
training at the District office. Stay tuned for more details.

Concordia Plan Services Workshops
CPS will be offering several education opportunities focusing on healthcare between July 7-9. If interested in
hosting, please inform Roger Curtis as soon as possible. Watch for more information.

FOUR WAYS TO
EARN UP TO

3%

LUTHERANS HELPING OTHER LUTHERANS
That’s what it means to invest with Lutheran Church Extension
Fund (LCEF): your investments are used to support Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) workers, churches, schools
and organizations with low-cost loans to expand, renovate or
launch new ventures.
And these days it is easier than ever to ﬁnd an LCEF
investment that is right for you and your needs.

Hope Lutheran Church, St. Louis, Mo.

3.00%

CONNECTPLUS*

2-YEAR

For new LCEF investors (LCMS individuals, congregations and organizations).
• $500 minimum to invest.
• Second-tier rate applies to portion of
• $25 minimum for additional deposits.
balances over $50,000.

PARTNERPLUS**

2.50%

3.00%

2-YEAR

4-YEAR

For LCMS individuals, congregations, organizations and Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRAs).
• New money only.
• $25 minimum for additional deposits.
• $500 minimum to invest.
• Second-tier rate applies to portion
of balances over $50,000.

3.00%

JUMBO TERM NOTE

5-YEAR

For LCMS individuals, congregations, organizations and IRAs.
• $100,000 minimum to invest.
• Open multiple accounts.
• No maximum.
• New or existing dollars.

GOLD TIER STEWARDACCOUNT®

STARTING AT

2.125%

For LCMS individuals, congregations and organizations.
• New money only.
• Visa® debit card (optional).
• $25 minimum for additional deposits.
• Unlimited number of checks per month
• $50,000 minimum to invest.
($250 minimum per check).

Visit lcef.org/3% or call 800-843-5233.
LCEF’s knowledgeable team is ready to help with your application.

Visit interesttime.org to learn how LCEF investments impact the Church.
LCEF is a nonproﬁt religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank
deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer
and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering
Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated
risks. *ConnectPLUS is available on a one account per investor basis only to new investors 18 and
older who have not had an LCEF investment in the past 24 months. ConnectPLUS is not available
to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting or
tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation.
UMB Bank n.a. serves as the custodian for the LCEF IRA program. **PartnerPLUS is available to
investors 18 and older. New money only. StewardAccount products are not available to investors
in South Carolina. StewardAccount access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. The State
of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington
State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older.
Rates as of March 2020. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details.
0220N069
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Council Bluffs Servant Event

July 31-August 2, 2020
YOU are invited to serve others in the Council Bluffs/Omaha area beginnng on Friday, July 31
at 3:00 PM.
We will help serve the evening meal to the homeless
at ‘Takin’ It To The Streets’ Mission or MOHMS
Mission.
On Saturday, August 1, we will volunteer at Heartland Hope Mission in the morning and will
serve at the Open Door Mission in the afternoon.

On Sunday, August 2, we will attend church, enjoy a meal together and then head home.
Cost for the weekend is $195 which includes two nights’ lodging and meals.
Please register before July 15. (Cost is $50 if you don’t need lodging.) Transportation will be
arranged after July 15 when we know the locations of the participants.

IOWAY – Registration: 2020
Name (please print) __________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State _____________ Zip _________________
Phone __________________________ Email ______________________________________________
Adult _________

Current School Grade _________

Adult T-shirt size _________

Home congregation and city ___________________________________________________________
I will provide my own transportation ______
I am willing to have others ride with me ______
I need transportation ______
Please send this completed form along with a
check payable to Iowa District West - Council Bluffs Mission to:
Ellie Menz
807 W. South St
Jefferson IA 50129
515-370-1159
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ELKHORN GROUP VISITS MISSION CENTRAL
What a blessing to welcome the members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Elkhorn,
Nebraska, where Missionary Gary had the honor and privilege of speaking this past year.
This group was led by the Honorable Missionaries Allan and Janet Jo Macklem.
The group enjoyed the tour of the office,
ministry center, the Lord’s Creation
Theater and the Barn Museum. Their
time was finished with a special prayer
in the wayside prayer chapel.
A gift of love was given to the group
before they left. They had their picture
taken in front of the altar in the barn
museum. It was a time that this group
will never forget…special friends were
made for all eternity! This group was
truly NOT NORMAL! It was such a JOY
and encouragement to have them spend
the day at this MIRACLE PLACE.

SPECIAL GUESTS COME FROM LE MARS AND SIOUX CENTER
What a blessing to welcome two very special friends, Jay Faber from Le Mars, Iowa and
Joan Schreier from Sioux Center, Iowa for a special visit at Mission Central.
Jay and Joan are members of Grace Lutheran Church
in Le Mars, Iowa. They came for a special visit and tour
of this MIRACLE PLACE! It was a delight to share with
them what the Lord is doing here at Mission Central.
They enjoyed the tour of the Barn Museum, Ministry
Center and the Lord’s Creation Theater, as well as a
special prayer in our little prayer chapel.
They both work for a wonderful company called Nonprofit Donor Pros which specializes in
helping people with charitable estate planning. These dear friends can truly be a blessing
for families and individuals who want to tell people about Jesus as a part of their estate
planning!

SPECIAL FRIENDS IN COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA
On February 25, old Missionary Gary had the privilege of being with Wayne and Ardith
Loseke on their farm north of Columbus, Missouri. It made Gary feel like he was visiting
his dad and mom. It was great seeing Wayne in his overalls! Without friends like these
dear folks, we couldn’t have kept on all these 26 years here at the Lord’s Mission Central.
We had a wonderful time to visit and
exchange stories; and, most important, we
were able to share Bible verses and pray
together. We would ask for your prayers
for this family as Ardith is dealing with
cancer. We know that the Lord will hear our
prayers for the Loseke family. We have to
just collapse into the arms of our dear Lord
Jesus to guide, lead and direct us each
day! The Lord has two special chairs in our
real home for these dear friends, who
realize the only thing really important in this
life is telling more and more people about
our dear Savior Jesus!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Sarah Kanoy
East Africa
Saturday, April 25, 2020
1 PM

Carol Halter
Hong Kong
Saturday, May 23, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, June 13, 2020
1 PM

Caitlin and Jeancarlos Ramirez
Dominican Republic
Monday, June 15, 2020
1:30 PM

Rev. Anthony & Jamie DiLiberto and family
Puerto Rico
Saturday, June 27, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Jerry Lawson and family
Puerto Rico
Saturday, June 27, 2020
1:30 PM

Shara and Michael Osiro
East and South Africa
Tuesday, June 30, 2020
1:30 PM

Matt & DeeDee Wasmund and family
Seoul, Korea
Saturday, July 25, 2020
1 PM

Rev. David Preus and family
Dominican Republic
Saturday, July 25, 2020
1:30 PM

Erin Mackinze
Dominican Republic
Saturday, August 15, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Mark Rabe and family
Ethiopia East Africa
Saturday, August 29, 2020
1 PM

Deaconess Kim Bueltmann
Germany
Saturday, September 12, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Herb and Markie Burch
Belize
Saturday, September 12, 2020
1:30 PM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

Iowa District
West, LCMS

APRIL 2020

ZION’S VISION FOR THE FUTURE

LENT HAS BEGUN AT AMIGOS
Our Lenten season began last month with the Ash
Wednesday service which included ashes and Holy
Communion. Adriana of Denison attended with
her girls, Yamilet at left and Yaritzey. In all of our
Spanish services, I also have a message in English.
Our children in school are bilingual and we have
other folks who are bilingual. Mike Segebart is also
a regular member and does not speak fluent Spanish so our Bible studies are also bilingual.
We know our Hispanic ministry will be more and
more bilingual as the youth grow up in English and
as we see more blingual couples. Adriana is an example. She grew up in our church and her daughter Yamilet attends Zion’s school. We have many
large Hispanic communities like Denison and
Storm Lake. A visit to the local Walmart will quickly show how dominant this immigrant group is and
will be for many years.
What a blessing for us to share the story of Jesus’
sacrifice, death, and resurrection in the English and
Spanish languages each week of the Lenten season,
through Holy Week and finally with Easter joy!

Our Hispanic ministry at Amigos en Cristo meets at
Zion Lutheran Church in Denison. For 20 years we
have had a wonderful partnership with this special
mission minded church. Zion is a large congregation
that supports a Lutheran Day School from Preschool through 8th grade. The church also faithfully
supports our Hispanic mission in so many ways.
And, Zion allows their church to be used by a Sudanese group for worship service on Sundays, after
our service. Late last year, Zion discovered severe
damage to the structure of the Sanctuary. As a result, worship services have been held in the school
gym until a decision is made for the future of the
Sanctuary. The congregation has worked with Rev.
Keith Haney, Iowa District West Assistant to the
President for Missions, to consider their “vision” for
the future. In the picture below, we attended the
second congregational meeting with Rev. Haney and
about 75 members of the church. The consensus of
the table discussions of the future needs of the
church was the importance of reflecting the cultural
diversity of the community. That means seeing
more Hispanic, African and Asian faces in the pews
each Sunday, an intentional mission outreach to
other cultures. We pray God’s blessings on Zion’s
study of God’s mission for them in their Denison
mission field.

Page 2

LAY SERVICES AT STORM LAKE AND DENISON
On Sunday, March 15, Paula and I were away on vacation. For months we had
planned a trip to New York City to see our son, Matthew, and our daughter,
Katherine, for her birthday, on St. Patrick’s Day. She was to come from her
home in Florida. The pastor who agreed to take my place had to cancel when
he had meeting he could not change. So I was unable to find a bilingual pastor
to lead our worship services. We have only three other Spanish speaking pastors in Iowa District West and they all had commitments. We had lay services
at both Storm Lake and Denison. Pray that the Lord will prepare and send bilingual pastors for His growing multicultural Church in our communities.
The next problem was the Coronavirus. New York City was shutting down, all
Broadway shows closed and the St. Patrick’s Day parade was cancelled for the
first time in 258 years! On the day before our flight, we cancelled our trip and
had a vacation closer to home. Humberto Diaz, pictured at upper right, led
the service in Storm Lake. Humberto is a professional musician and is wellknown in the Storm Lake community. He and his family have been long time
members of Grace Hispanic. As we don’t have an organist or pianist for our
Sunday worship service, Humberto and I play guitars for our hymns. In Denison, three of our laymen, Domingo Mendoza (bottom photo, far left), Mike
Segebart (far right) and Darin Johnson (not pictured) led the service. Domingo,
who is our congregational president, read the lessons and the prayers. Mike
played the hymns on the piano and Darin read the sermon that I prepared for
the Sunday. What a blessings to have leaders who serve the Lord on short notice.

THANKS from our churches in Denison and Storm Lake
Please know that we are so grateful for the congregations and the individuals
who sacrificially supported our ministry last month, either with special donations
or by Thrivent Choice dollars. If you or friends have any questions on how you
can support our Hispanic ministry with Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact
your local Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836.
God bless you in 2020! We invite you to visit either of our services, any Sunday
at 10:30AM at Grace Lutheran in Storm Lake or at 12:30PM at Zion Lutheran,
Denison! You might be surprised at how much you will understand!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292

E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY:
+ For our Lenten special Bible studies, worship services, Holy Week and Easter.
+ For the future Vision at Zion, Denison and Amigos as we partner together.
+ For our plans and goals for 2020 both in Denison and Storm Lake: 1) Our goal of
calling a bilingual pastor; 2) For our evangelistic visitations to the Hispanic community;
3) For leadership growth; and 4) For our goal of meeting with area Mission Boards that
are supporting our ministries.
+ For those who suffer from the effects of the Coronavirus.
In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations
of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants
in Denison and Storm Lake and also in our other two missions in Sioux City and
Des Moines.

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Never Assume We Know

Prayers
• For my father,
Steven, and his
health
• For Carmen as she
begins her 6th round
of chemotherapy
• For Herlinda and
Albino, that Albino
might be restored to
health
• For Ivan and all who
struggle with
addiction
• That our Lord would
continue to open
doors for meaningful
connections with our
Hispanic neighbors

For the Calendar
Our next Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry
meeting will be:
Tuesday, June 2 at
6:30 pm. Come
and join us!

Hope Lutheran Church

This last month has reminded me, yet again, to never assume
we know. Without being conscious of it, we often make
assumptions about what people know, why they act how they do,
what they’re going through, or how they will respond. Of course,
the easiest way to get clarity would be to … talk to them! Spend time
getting to know them! … but we don’t always do that, do we? It’s
hard. It involves time. There’s uncertainty. It means leaving
comfort zones.
Over the last couple months, I’ve been visiting Yessenia
(pictured above on the left with a red shirt). We met by knocking
on her door, introducing ourselves, and asking what needs she saw
in the community. She was very open to conversation and said
she’d like to talk more. In the following weeks, I stopped by once
in a while to visit, to ask how her family was doing, and to share a
short prayer or devotion with her. Her husband, Alberto (seated
to Yessenia’s right in the picture above), joined our conversation
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Other Things
• I introduced Isaac to you
last month. We met for
lunch to work on his
resume. This week, I took
him to an interview with a
diesel mechanic
apprenticeship. He’s
excited about the future!
• Our ESL and Citizenship
classes are going well. We
average 20-30 students
twice each week. We start
with a 10 minute devotion
that I share, then we break
into 5 levels for class.

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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during the most recent visit and we talked for over 2 hours
about everything from life in Mexico, to the best tacos in
town, to snake phobias, to being raised Catholic, to
forgiveness. That Sunday, Yessenia, Alberto, and their
grandson, Rocky, visited us for the first time. During the
Bible study, Alberto surprised us all when he said, “This is the
FIRST time in my life that I’ve held a Bible in my hands and read
from the Word of God.” He’s a lifelong nominal Catholic who
seemed very skeptical the first time we met. We’ll see what
God has in mind for the future. Never assume we know!
In the picture on the first page, you may have noticed
someone who looks similar to me. It was so nice to have a
visit from my brother, John, his wife, Hannah, and their
daughter, Helenna. My little niece is growing up so quickly!
Spanish lessons coming soon from uncle Paul, Helenna :) I
hope to see you all in the near future!

• I’ve recently finished a
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry presentation with
pictures, cultural insights,
and discussion points.
Le Mars, Iowa was my first
stop. If you’re interested
in having me present at
your church, please get
in touch! I’d love to come!

Want to Support Us?
We’re still in need of close
to $50,000 to sustain our
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry in 2020. If you’d
like to join us, please send
aid to the address below.
Checks can be paid to
Hope Lutheran Church
with “Hispanic Ministry”
on the memo line.
Thank you!

Above: Another shot of my wonderful students (and I’ve just
begun with two more!). During Lent, we’re studying at their
homes, then coming to the church for dinner and service.
This was their very first Ash Wednesday and, as usual, I was
impressed with all their questions during the ride home.

That’s it for now! May our Lord bless you and
keep you! Thank you for your continued prayers and
support of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name.”
(Exodus 15:3)
“The LORD is my strength and my song; he has
become my salvation. He is my God, and I will
praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.”
(Exodus 15:2)

Names in the Bible often reveal a great deal about a
person. Moses, God’s chosen leader of the
Israelites, provides an example. His name means
“drawn out” because Pharaoh’s daughter “drew him
out” of the Nile River and thus saves his life. Every
time he hears his name, Moses is reminded of the
God who graciously spares his life and prepares
him to be the leader of his chosen people.
Considering this, it’s no accident that Moses
chooses to use a special name for his Lord as he
praises God for rescuing the Israelites from
Pharaoh and his army. “The LORD is a warrior; the
LORD is his name,” Moses sings. And we do well
to consider what this name, “LORD,” means to
Moses and the Israelites and what it means for us
today.
My name is “David.” What does “David” mean? It
is of Hebrew origin, and the meaning of David is
“beloved.” It’s one of the most remarkable
personalities in the Scriptures. David was a
shepherd, musician, poet, soldier, statesman,
prophet, and king. What does your name mean?

When we call God LORD, we recognize Him as the
unchanging God, constant in His life and power.
God uses this special name for Himself when He
appears to Moses at the burning bush to call him to
deliver the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt.
There the Lord reveals Himself to Moses by the
name “I AM WHO I AM,” namely, the one and only
Lord, who was, is, and ever remains the same.
Moses can rely on this God in the challenging days
ahead because his LORD would never change or
go back on His word.
What a comfort to have this changeless Lord on our
side as we go through life! We don’t have to
wonder where we stand with our God. He remains
constant in His love for His chosen people. Nothing
can ever change this comforting truth or separate us
from our loving Lord, who sends His only Son to
live, die, and rise again for us so we can be His
people forever.
This merciful Lord also remains constant in power.
With Moses we sing, “The LORD is a warrior”! With
the Lord on our side, no enemy can ever overcome
us. Our mighty Warrior has won the victory for His
chosen people today just as He defeated Pharaoh’s
army at the Red Sea. We cry out with confidence
along with Paul: “If God is for us, who can be
against us?” (Romans 8:31). Our Lord, who never
changes, will continue to defend us until He brings
us safely home to heaven. What comfort and joy
we have in knowing our God is the LORD, constant

and changeless in His power and love for His
chosen people!

THE LAMPLIGHTER

And what a surprise awaited the chosen women at
the tomb of Jesus! Jesus was not in the tomb
anymore! Instead, an angel meets them with an
incredible message. Their Savior has risen from the
dead and wins the victory!
“Do not be afraid,” the angel says, “for I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as
he said. Come and see the place where he
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He
has risen from the dead and is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now
I have told you” (Matthew 28:5-7).
Suddenly, those women don’t feel so weak and
defeated anymore! They find strength and victory in
their living Savior! This remains our joy as we
celebrate Jesus’ triumph over death today. The
grave could not hold our Savior. Death could not
defeat Him, and it will not be the final outcome for
us either! We will not be condemned to eternal
punishment for our sins because God’s Son has
paid for every one of them. His Easter victory
proves it! “The LORD is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.” Amen.
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A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary,
Sioux City, Iowa

The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:

KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Pastor David N. Zirpel
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sioux City, Iowa

Theme: “Our Changeless LORD Fights our
Battles!”

AROUND THE DISTRICT
Iowa District West
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The following information is shared by District congregations/circuits.
To include your church’s event, etc., send information to sue@iowadistrictwest.org.

A Financial Peace University class will be offered Wednesdays at 6:30 pm at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Lake View starting on May 13 and ending on July 8. Topics include: building
a starter emergency fund, budgeting, paying off debt with the “debt snowball,” saving a fullyfunded emergency fund, investing, insurance, retirement, real estate and mortgages, and outrageous generosity. Classes are usually about 2 hours.
Cost is $99 per person/couple and includes the class, materials, and a one year membership
to the Financial Peace Resource Center that provides a myriad of tools to help members
“crush their debt and win with money.”
Register at fpu.com/1115348 or call Pastor Don Peterson at 712-657-3324.

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

“You are not your own…”
Remember WHOSE UR!

Many Christian teens in Iowa don’t know or remember
Whose they are, as God’s beloved children (1 Corinthians
6:19-29). Instead, they are tempted to believe society’s misleading messages about sexuality communicated through
advertising, music, movies and television and choose to engage in early, dangerous and promiscuous sexual activity.
This has resulted in devastating consequences such as unplanned pregnancies (1/3 of babies born in Iowa are born to
unwed mothers), STDs (more than 4,082 cases diagnosed for
ages of 15–19 each year), abortions (6,000+ abortions in
Iowa each year), lack of respect for marriage, hopelessness
about their prospects for a happy, lifelong marriage and
complex issues related to guilt and shame.
LFS developed Whose UR in partnership with the LWML to
bring a positive message for a healthy life to young people in
our communities, focusing on important topics facing young
people today. We are here to remind them Whose they are,
and equip them to live out this Christ-centered identity.
To plan a Whose UR event for youth in your area, contact
Rev. Mick Wolfram at mwolfram@lutheranfamilyservice.org.
Read a review from a pastor whose youth group recently
participated in an LFS Whose UR event here.

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
2019 ANNUAL REPORT
The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization is the Student
Tuition Organization (STO) created by Iowa District East and
Iowa District West in 2007 as part of the Educational
Opportunities Act passed by Iowa Legislature. Fourteen Lutheran
schools are located in Iowa providing a faith-based education to
nearly 1,400 students each year. ILSTO awards tuition grants to
eligible families while providing donors with an Iowa income tax
credit certificate worth 65% of their gift.

$508,655
Total amount raised in 2019 which was $350,000 short of our goal.
Please consider a gift today so families can attend a Lutheran School.
In 2019, ILSTO awarded $756,336 in tuition assistance
These funds were awarded to families for 2019-2020
School

Number of
Recipients

Dollars

IDW

School

Number of
Recipients

Dollars

IDE

Boone

33

$18,724

Cedar Falls

119

$160,265

Clarinda

48

$60,986

Cedar Rapids

82

$89,957

Denison

57

$38,281

Davenport

139

$135,511

Fort Dodge

63

$44,382

Latimer

23

$16,032

Paullina

15

$12,760

Newhall

66

$63,596

Sioux City

11

$9,189

Readlyn

8

$2,509

Spencer

61

$74,155

Williamsburg

48

$29,988

Total Distributed $756,336

825
Number of
applicants for ILSTO

773
Number of
applicants receiving
ILSTO funds

$978
Average dollars
awarded with
ILSTO funds

$1,000,000
Total demonstrated
need throughout Iowa
Lutheran Schools

2019-2020 Enrollment in Lutheran
Schools in Iowa
Trinity Lutheran School
Boone, IA

54

Valley Lutheran School
Cedar Falls, IA

164

Trinity Lutheran School
Cedar Rapids, IA

186

Clarinda Lutheran School
Clarinda, IA

84

Trinity Lutheran School
Davenport, IA

302

Zion Lutheran School
Denison, IA

64

St. Paul Lutheran School
Fort Dodge, IA

75

St. Paul Lutheran School
Latimer, IA

26

Central Lutheran School
Newhall, IA

146

Zion-St. John Lutheran School
Paullina, IA

38

Community Lutheran School
Readlyn, IA

26

St. Paul Lutheran School
Sioux City, IA

22

Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School

Other Ways to Give
IRA Distribution
• For those 70 ½ or older.
• Satisfy some or all of your required minimum distribution for the year.
• Make sure to consult your tax professional before you make your
distribution.

Stock
• Donor or broker notifies the ILSTO program manager of their intent to
donate stock.
• Donor or broker initiates transfer of the stock after obtaining
ILSTO account information for transfer.
• ILSTO assumes ownership of the stock and sells it for market value.
• The donor receives an Iowa tax credit equal to 65% of the average
value of the stock on the date of donation.
• Generally, the donor does not recognize the gain from the sale of the
stock for federal or state income tax purposes.
• Donor receives appreciated stock value for the 35% federal itemized
deduction and the 65% Iowa tax credit.

Grain
• A donor gifts bushels of grain by completing a “Transfer of
Ownership” form available from the ILSTO.
• Program Manager will open an account with the elevator in
anticipation of the grain donation.
• The farmer must deliver grain to the elevator or currently hold grain
in their name to provide proof of production.
• Contracted grain sales will not be accepted as a grain donation.
• The farmer must transfer ownership title of the commodity to ILSTO.
• The ILSTO staff must make the final decision to sell the grain.
• The donor receives an Iowa tax credit equal to 65% of the value of
the grain on the date of donation.
• The donor does not recognize the income from the sale of the grain
while also receiving Iowa tax credit from this program
• Donors are encouraged to contact their tax accountant for further
clarification.

Donor Advised Fund
• ILSTO cannot accept contributions from donor advised funds.

TOTAL NUMBER OF
DONORS IN 2019

154

Spencer, IA

95

Lutheran Interparish School
Williamsburg, IA

79

Largest Gift: $35,000
Smallest Gift: $50

1,361

How much did donors donate in 2019?

TOTAL NUMBER OF IOWA
LUTHERAN STUDENTS

Total

1,361

$20,001+ = 5
$10,001 - $20,000 = 3
$5,001 - $10,000 = 16
$1,001 - $5,000 = 55
$501 - $1,000 = 39
$500 and below = 36

Contributions for 2020 now accepted
Box 176
Terril, IA 51364

DEWEY TORKELSON

www.iowalutheransto.org
For more
information:
(712) 260-2991
PROGRAM
MANAGER www.iowalutheransto.org

Pastors
Golf
Day
WHEN: Monday, May 11, 2020
WHERE: Ida Grove Country Club
TIME: 9 am
FEE: $20 (two rounds of golf with cart and lunch)
PLAY: First round, scramble/best ball
CONTACT:

Rev. Don Winterrowd

(stpaulidagrove@gmail.com or 712-364-2918)
Deadline to register is May 8.

MEMORANDUM
The Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching
DATE: May 18 (10 AM-5 PM) & May 19 (9 AM-12 PM), 2020
PLACE: Memorial Lutheran Church and Student Center, Ames, IA
TO: Preachers of Iowa District West and LCMS
FROM: The Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Symposium on Preaching Committee
Dear Brothers in Christ,
The 2020 Kapfer Symposium on Preaching for pastors and vicars is scheduled for May 18-19, 2020. The Monday session will last from
10 AM-5 PM, and the Tuesday session from 9 AM-Noon. The Symposium will be held at Memorial Lutheran Church and Student Center,
(2228 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA), where Richard Kapfer served as senior pastor from 1977-1985. We are pleased to have Dr. Reed Lessing
presenting on “FOLLOWING YOUR LEAD, LETTING THE WORD COME ALIVE: CHOOSING, STUDYING, AND PRESENTING
TEXTS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT.”
Dr. Lessing has served as Senior Pastor at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Ft. Wayne, Indiana since 2013. Prior to that, he was on the faculty
of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis from 1999–2013. Dr. Lessing has authored six books and his newest commentary on Zechariah will be
published by CPH in 2021.
The entire cost of the Symposium (including registration and lunch) will be underwritten by the Richard G. Kapfer Memorial Fund and a
grant from American Church Group/Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company.
Ames has plentiful hotel options, but we have secured a room block with the Gateway Hotel & Conference Center at Iowa State University
(https://gatewayames.com/) at the discounted rate of $109 for a king or two queen bed room. Reservations can be made by calling 800-3672637 and referencing “Kapfer Preaching Symposium Block.” The deadline to receive the discounted rate is April 26, 2020.
Dinner and evening activities will be on your own, but a list of suggested restaurants will be available at registration.
To register please fill out the form at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXOxrfUSLVTBDEHImHBwya0N-Eqdu9L5Q6yvZayKzsG8zfA/viewform or contact Pastor Ryan Roehrig of St. Paul, Alta (pastor.roehrig@gmail.com or 631-456-2875). We look forward
to seeing you at this continuing education event.

2020 Richard Kapfer Symposium
“Letting the Word Come Alive”:
Choosing, Studying, and Presenting the Text
Schedule
Monday, May 18
9-10AM – Coffee and Fellowship
10-10:30AM – Introduction and Opening Devotion
10:30-11:15AM – Teaching Session 1. Narrative – Exodus 3:1-15 – How God Changes Us (C, Proper 27)
11:15-11:30AM – Q&A
11:30AM-1PM – Lunch
1-1:45PM – Teaching Session 2. Legal – Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 – God’s Gift of a New Life (A, Epiphany 7,
Proper 25; C, Proper 10)
1:45-2PM – Q&A
2-2:30PM – Break
2:30-3:15PM –Teaching Session 3. Prophetic Narrative – Amos 7:7-15 – Lion Alert! (B, Proper 10)
3:15-3:30PM – Q&A
3:30-4PM – Break
4-4:45PM – Teaching Session 4. Wisdom – Job 38:4-18 – A Good Pilate (A, Proper 14)
4:45-5PM – Q&A
5PM – Closing
*Dinner on your own*
Tuesday, May 19
8:30-9AM – Coffee and Fellowship
9-9:15AM – Opening
9:15-10AM – Teaching Session 5. Prophetic Oracle – Ezekiel 37:1-14 – All Things New (A, Lent 5)
10-10:15AM – Q&A
10:15-10:30AM – Break
10:30-11:30AM – Wrap up Discussion
11:30AM – Closing

