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the words of the ecumenical Creeds,
we confess our sins and receive the
forgiveness of Christ and we forgive
one another. These are our core values
as Lutherans. These core values should
never change!

Communities are changing,

but our light shines the same
T
Dear friends in Christ,

he church you attend is located in a community, whether
it is in a city, small town or even the country. Your congregation is part of a community. That community is made
up of members of your congregation and nonmembers. All of
us have neighbors. What neighborhood or community does
your congregation touch? How far do people drive to attend
your church on Sunday morning?
I have been thinking and praying about our congregations in
Iowa District West and their relationship with their neighbors.
I thank God that our members continue to be in churches
where the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity and the
Sacraments are administered. Through these Means of Grace,
He freely gives His gifts and blessings, chiefly the forgiveness
of sins. We pray The Lord’s Prayer, we confess our faith in
IOWA WEST

Rev. Dr. Steven
Turner
District President

What is changing are our communities.
Many of our congregations began as
mission outposts to the immigrants
coming from northern Europe. The life
of our congregations was built around
both our core values and a common
ethnic culture. As time went on, many
of our congregations transformed from
being ethnic-centered to family circles.
Our Sunday services were filled with
people who were like us. This feeling
of family served us very well as we
reached out and shared the Gospel in
our neighborhoods. The local congregation became the center of family life.
There were activities for young and old.
There was a culture and community
expectation that people were to attend
church. The congregation was a center
of neighborhood activities.
Immigrants are still coming to Iowa,
but they are not coming from northern Europe. Many of our communities
are growing, but that’s because their
children are staying. We no longer see
congregations with deep family roots.
While the church building remains in
the neighborhood, it is often surrounded by people who don’t know those
who gather there for worship. One of
the questions I often ask when leading
pre-call meetings is: “How many of you
live within two blocks of this church?” I
then continue: “Five blocks, 10 blocks,
one mile” and so on. What I have
See LIGHTS, Page 9
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MISSIONS

Creating a volunteer pipeline
If I could transport myself back in time to the early years of my ministry, the
first change I would make in my thought process would be to develop leaders. Not developing leaders put a ceiling on our ministry potential. Asking
people to wear multiple hats has proven to be detrimental not only to the
ministry, but also to the overworked and over-committed saints.
Burnout was common. Ministry was inconsistent. New ministry opportunity
was missed or not taken advantage of because we didn’t have the people
or the energy to try new things. Have you been there? Are you there now
as a church? Let me share with you how to change your volunteer culture.
Develop an apprenticeship
model of development
You’re probably thinking this is a business term. Here we go trying to turn the
house of God into a corporation. This
is not true, but there is something to be
learned from how others train and equip
people for service.
In an apprenticeship model, the essential foundation of the program includes
structured on-the-job training. Your
apprentices get hands-on training and
equipping from an experienced mentor
involved in the ministry. This hands-on
training would typically last at least one
year. This training provides the skills
and knowledge the apprentice must
learn to be fully proficient at the job.
Imagine how this would transform your
leadership potential and open opportunities for further ministry possibilities.
Create a safe environment for
new leaders to lead
Before you embark on this volunteer
development shift, you must be ready
to allow these new apprentice-level
volunteers to spread their wings and fly.
Provide a safe environment to put their
gifts to use. In other words, give them
the main stage. If they falter, encourage
them, give them useful input to improve
and send them out time and time
again until they are ready to lead
on the weight of their own ability.
You will never develop the next
generation of leaders if you never
allow them to lead.
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Provide feedback
As you develop these new leaders, give
them feedback. However, a word of caution. If your organization has people of
different backgrounds and nationalities,
realize they process feedback differently.
Andy Molinsky uses this example:
In Germany in terms of tough, critical,
to-the-point negative feedback was
actually demotivating to Jens’ new
Chinese employees, who were used
to a far gentler feedback style. In
Germany, you don’t single out specific accomplishments or offer praise
unless the accomplishment is truly
extraordinary. From a German point
of view, these positive work behaviors
are normal, rather than extraordinary.
Employees are expected to do a particular job, and when they do that job,
they do not need to be recognized.
In China (at least at this particular
plant) the culture was quite different.
Employees expected more positive reinforcement than pure critique. These
positive comments motivated them
to increase productivity and put forth
that extra, discretionary effort.
Learn what motivates your volunteers
and which feedback style will produce
the results you are seeking.
Celebrate your
volunteers
Children are often asked,
“What do you want to be
when you grow up?”

Many respond, “A firefighter!” There
is something attractive about being
heroic … and driving a big red truck!
But did you know that of the more
than 1 million firefighters in the United
States serving families and businesses,
only 31 percent get paid? That’s right,
69 percent of firefighters are volunteers.
Nearly all of the fire departments in
Delaware are comprised of volunteers
or mostly volunteers. So why do they do
put their lives at risk? Because they love
their neighbors.
Faith calls every Christian to sacrifice to
serve others. It is not just the role of the
paid minister. How can we as a church
serve our community at the time when it
is most at risk?
You are raising up volunteers to take
part in the most important mission ever
conceived. It is difficult work and, in
some places, it is dangerous work. While
God calls us to do it, celebrating how
God is using His people is crucial. Take
time, like Jesus did, to encourage your
faithful servants, lift them up before the
congregation and recognize how God is
using His people to carry out His mission. It will encourage the entire body of
Christ and those called to serve.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the
President for
Missions, Human Care
and Stewardship

▶ 515-573-0053
▶ k eith@iowadistrictwest.org
▶4
 09 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

LFS
The 5 reasons you will want to partner
with LFS today are:

You’re Lutheran

minutes

We don’t ask others for support
... just you! LFS is an extension
of your congregation’s ministry to our
LCMS members during times of need.
With Christ-centered care, we also
reach those who don’t attend a church.
Support the good work of the American Cancer Society, Humane Society
and others, but don’t forget your
Lutheran Family Service. We need you
in order to provide our services on
behalf of the church and we’re not
asking anyone else!

You’re a bit like Luther

The 5 minutes it
takes you to read
this page will be well
spent.

T

his year, Lutheran Family Service
(LFS) is doing so much more along
with our daily work throughout
Iowa of pregnancy support, adoption
services and mental health and marriage
counseling. We have doubled our efforts
to advocate for life at the Capitol and
educate our LCMS pastors and members about the Life Amendment and the
Doctor Assisted Suicide Act (Medical
Aid in Dying), which has once again
been proposed for legalization in Iowa.
Our Whose UR project reaches teens
statewide with support to help them live
out their Christian faith and values in
this increasingly anti-Christian culture.
These extensive efforts are not funded
through our regular budget. This work
is critically important, and we need your
help to support it. If you have never
partnered with LFS before to make an
impact for life, marriage, faith and family, then today is the day! New partners
are needed today. You are needed today!
For each of the five reasons shared here
and more, your partnership will make
an incredible and eternal difference!

Not unlike the brave man God
used to reform the Church, you
boldly stand up for what you believe
— and so do we! Together we proclaim
that God created marriage and family and He knows best how it works:
Children being raised in stable Christian homes by moms and dads who are
committed to each other for life through
marriage.
Because we don’t use government
funding for any of our programs, we are
free to practice what we preach. We only
place children through adoption with
married male–female Christian couples
and hire professional counselors who
have earned master’s degrees and
profess a Christian faith. We count on
Luther-like, bold LCMS Christians to
support this work each year.

You don’t like handwringing
or talk with no action
We have a problem in Iowa
which is frequently
lamented but never
solved: limited access
to much needed mental health service. Your
support helps provide
access to LFS mental
health and marriage counselors for
people in 10 physical
locations and, starting
this year, everywhere
in Iowa where there
is Internet access.
Distance counseling will

be available using a secure web-based
connection.
And, because of Lutherans like you, cost
is no barrier: everyone is seen, regardless of their ability to pay the full cost of
the help they need. We pay our counselors regardless of their clients’ ability to
pay them, which is only possible
because of charitable gifts.

You care about people who
are lost and vulnerable
You know them. So do we: people
who have wandered away from their
faith, embracing a culture that leads
them even further away. LFS’ Whose
UR project sends speakers to youth
groups to equip them with resources
to live out their Christian faith — even
when it’s not popular — and encourages
them to remember Whose they are.
The Life Advocacy team travels
throughout the state, equipping
Lutherans to confidently speak about
the God-given value of all human life,
even in its most vulnerable stages near
death and before birth. They work at
the Capitol influencing legislators to
pass laws that protect life at all stages,
limiting and eliminating abortion and
preventing doctor-assisted suicide. All
Whose UR and Life Advocacy work is
done at no cost.

You appreciate a high-yield
return on your investment
That extra $100 God has given
you to steward could be invested at 1
percent, returning $1 at the end of the
year — enough to buy a small coffee
that will keep you warm for five
minutes. Instead, you could
invest $100 with LFS,
where it will return warm
feelings for years — each
time you remember that
you helped send a pregnancy counselor to meet with a
frightened teenager, at
no cost to her, when
she needed help to
tell her parents she
was pregnant. That
conversation led to
another meeting, then
See LFS, Page 9
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IOWAY

The Super
Shoppers!
Servants
find deals to
help those
in need

New clothes and shoes worth $11,000
were purchased for $100!
How is that possible? What’s the story?
It started on the day that Shopko in
Fairmont, Minn., was permanently
closing its doors. Glenn Henriksen of
Armstrong asked the manager, Tim
Clement, what he was going to do with
all the clothes and shoes that were not
sold. Tim said, “Make me an offer!”
Glenn’s $100 bought him a vehicle full
of new clothes and shoes that had a
retail value of $11,000.
I received a phone call asking if I
knew what to do with large amounts
of clothes and shoes. I had no idea,
but, after numerous texts and phone
calls, pieces of the puzzle began to fall
into place. Darwyn and Sharri Hansen
have a building where the items could
be stored. They met Glenn in Spencer,
loaded the merchandise in their truck
and brought it to Schaller.
The next step was to line up a location
and volunteers to sort the items. Twenty
wonderful volunteers arrived at St. Paul,
Schaller, on Feb. 8 to divide the items.
I identified four outreaches that would
bless people in their communities with
the clothes and shoes.
v CROSSROADS OF CRAWFORD COUNTY, located in Denison, received the
majority of the items for the Senior
Citizen’s Center. Crossroads is a Christian outreach that offers resources and
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Pictured are those who visited from
South Dakota and Iowa praying for the
Daugherty family, seated from left, Silas,
Jonas, Rev. Shaun, Beth, Zachart and
Amos.
In circle, Barb Schulze talks
about finding bargains
to help children. In other
photos, volunteers enjoyed
sorting clothes that would be
given to those in need.
referral assistance for families and people of all ages. They are currently in the
planning stages to fully develop and
staff a Pregnancy Resource Center. They
will receive a grant of $30,000 after the
first $30,000 is raised by Spring 2021.
vT
 HE BLESSING BOX (St. Paul, Schaller),
started by Lori Lyons and the St. Paul
youth group, received some items.
v STORM LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
was appreciative of the many items
they were given. Sharri Hansen learned
of the needs from a friend at the school.
vR
 OCKWELL CITY ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL and NEW OPPORTUNITIES
were also appreciative of the many
items they received.

Thanks Glenn! God truly blessed your
$100 gift!
Our next super shopper is Barb Schulze,
a member of Good Shepherd, Fort
Dodge. She has been a super shopper
for the IOWAY outreaches for many
years. Barb is always on the lookout
for great bargains on children’s clothes
and shoes. Some of the recipients of her
generosity include Moulton Elementary
School, Des Moines; Storm Lake Elementary School; and homeless shelters
in Iowa, Nebraska and California. She
recently purchased 25 coats at a great
price from Rue 21 in Fort Dodge for
children at Storm Lake Elementary.
Continued on next page

LCEF
Barb’s next big discovery was that
Kmart in Algona was closing. She
filled shopping carts and her vehicle
with underwear, socks, coats and
shirts. She encourages people to be
on the lookout for great bargains.
Thanks Barb! You are a blessing to
all who receive the items that you
purchase.
On a related note, I learned that in
Storm Lake, 86 percent of the 1,012
students in kindergarten through
fourth grade belong to a minority.
Families come from warmer climates
with very few possessions. Many of
the students need clothes, shoes,
hats, gloves, socks, blankets, quilts
and beds. Why beds? There are children sleeping on the floor until their
families are able to get the items they
need. The thick body pillows that
we have been providing to Moulton
Elementary School is also a solution
for the Storm Lake youth.
I contacted Barb Bitterman to see if
they had any body pillows made by
Gary Reynolds and friends at Trinity,
Algona. Their sewing machines are
buzzing and they are making more.
To help with the need for knit hats, I
contacted the “Mad Hatters” — Frank
Morgan and Larry Hicks of Holy
Trinity, Farnhamville. They had 300
knit hats made, so their pastor, Rev.
Aaron Zimmerman, was introduced
to the IOWAY system. He took the
hats to Nancy Bruns in Pomeroy, who
took them to Sharri in Schaller. The
hats, along with many other items,
were lovingly delivered to Storm
Lake Elementary School.
God’s blessings to all the amazing
volunteers who continually give of
their time and energy to serve others!

Ellie Menz
IOWAY Director

▶ 515-370-1159
▶ e llie@iowa
districtwest.org
▶8
 07 W South St.
Jefferson, IA 50129

DONUTS AND DEMOGRAPHICS?
It’s both a privilege and blessing to travel
district-wide and work with congregations,
schools and investors.
I cannot help but notice that, in the course
of my visits, many of our conversations
take turns that open my eyes to what God
is doing among His people and the gifts
with which He uniquely blesses them to
accomplish His will.
Sometimes new opportunities present
themselves; opportunities that might not
have been apparent if not for genuine,
face-to-face interaction (with donuts, of
course!).
If I haven’t been to your congregation
lately, please know that I would appreciate
visiting soon. Depending on your needs,
I am available to conduct a no-nonsense
review of your books and/or your facility. I
am also happy to present a short overview
of ministry opportunities.
The communities surrounding congregations change over time. It often helps to
look at population changes in your neighborhood. I can provide some excellent
community and faith-based data custom-

HEALTH

Lyme disease
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Lyme disease, the most common
vector-borne disease in the United
States, is caused by the bacterium
Borrelia burgdorferi. It is transmitted to humans through the bite of
infected blacklegged ticks.
Typical symptoms include fever,
headache, fatigue and a characteristic skin rash. This rash appears in 70 to
80 percent of infected persons in three to
30 days. The rash can expand to 12 inches
and result in a target or “bullseye” appearance. If left untreated, infection can spread
to joints, the heart and the nervous system.
Lyme disease is diagnosed based on symptoms, physical findings such as rash, and
exposure to infected ticks. Most cases of
Lyme disease can be treated successfully

ized for your ministry area.
Lutheran Church Extension Fund offers
these demographic presentations for free.
I am blessed to share them with you. And,
yes, donuts are included!
Please contact me to discuss a date and
time for my visit to your congregation.

Carole White

▶ 515-240-2229
▶ c arole.white@
lcef.org
▶5
 525 150th Ave.,
Storm Lake, IA 50588
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore,
LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments,
nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its
securities only in states where authorized. The offer
is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors
should carefully read the Offering Circular, which
more fully describes associated risks. The State of
Washington has adopted a regulatory position that
currently prohibits residents of Washington State
from opening a new investment unless they are
already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. Visit
lcef.org for details.

with antibiotics. Steps to prevent Lyme
disease include insect repellent, removing
ticks promptly and applying pesticides.
To remove a tick:
1. U
 se fine-tipped tweezers to
grasp the tick as close to the
skin’s surface as possible.
2. P
 ull upwards with steady, even
pressure to get all parts of the
tick.
3. C
 lean the bite area with rubbing alcohol or soap and water.
Dispose of a live tick by putting
it in alcohol, placing it in a sealed bag/
container, wrapping it tightly in tape, or
flushing it down the toilet.
Follow up with your health-care provider if
you develop a rash or fever within several
weeks of removing the tick.
(Information is from cdc.gov.)
Darlene Rueter, RN
IDW Parish Nurse Rep • rrueter2642@msn.com
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EDUCATION, YOUTH and FAMILY

Celebrating
Easter —
AS A FAMILY

E

aster is upon us. Holy Week,
beginning with Palm Sunday, will
lead us through that journey to the
cross and then to the empty tomb.

This month, I am sharing an activity
that you can do with your children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews,
and even with your neighbors’ children.
Family activities like this can be used to:
v Work on a project together.
vT
 each the resurrection story with
objects that appeal to our senses.
v Spend time in God’s Word as a family.
There are a variety of activities for
you to consider doing as a family
that will aid in helping celebrate
Easter. The following activity is just
one example. For additional ideas,
visit keeperofthehome.org/20-christcentered-easter-ideas-families.

Easter Tomb Cookies
Gather the following items:
• Bible
• 1 cup whole pecans
• 1 large gallon zipper bag
• Wooden spoon
• 1 teaspoon vinegar
• 3 egg whites
• Pinch of salt
• 1 cup white sugar
• Tape
Preheat oven to 300 degrees.
Activity: Put pecans in a Ziploc bag and
let the children beat them with a wooden
spoon, to break them into small pieces.
Discussion: After Jesus was arrested, He
was beaten by the Roman soldiers.
Read: John 19:1-3
Activity: Let children smell the vinegar.
Add a teaspoon of vinegar to a mixing
bowl.
Discussion: When Jesus was thirsty on the
cross, he was given vinegar to drink.
Read: John 19:28,30
Activity: Add egg whites to vinegar.
Discussion: Eggs represent life. Jesus gave
His life to give us life.
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Read: John 10:10-11.
Activity: Sprinkle a little salt into each
child’s hand. Let them taste it and brush
the rest into the bowl with the egg and
vinegar.
Discussion: This represents the salty
tears shed by Jesus’ followers, and the
bitterness of our own sins.
Read: Luke 23:27.
Activity: Add one cup of sugar.
Discussion: The sweetest part of the story
is that Jesus died because He loves us. He
wants us to know and belong to Him.
Read: Ps. 34:8.
Activity: Beat with a mixer on high speed
for 12 to 15 minutes or until stiff peaks
are formed.
Discussion: The color white represents the
purity in God’s eyes of those whose sins
have been cleansed by Jesus.
Read: Is. 1:18.
Activity: Fold in broken nuts. Line cookie
sheet with waxed paper. Drop mixture by
spoonfuls onto waxed paper.
Discussion: Each mound represents the
rocky tomb where Jesus’ body was laid.
Read: Matt. 27:57-60.
Activity: Place the cookie sheet in the
oven, close the door and turn the oven off.
Give each child a piece of tape and seal
the oven door.
Discussion: Jesus’ tomb was sealed.
Read: Matt. 27:65-66.
Discussion: You may feel sad that we had

to leave the cookies in the oven overnight.
Jesus’ followers were sad when the tomb
was sealed.
Read: John 16:20.
On Easter morning, open the oven and
remove the cookies. Take a bite. Notice …
the inside of the cookie is hollow!
On the first Easter, Jesus’ followers were
amazed to find the tomb open and empty.
Read: Matt. 28:1-9.

P

assing on the faith is essential,
and time spent as a family on a
Christ-centered activity that involves
discussion and hands-on experiences
can make a lasting impression.
Consider what you might do with
your family, and ask another family to
join you to bring home the life-saving
Gospel message this Easter.

Rhonda J. Mohr
Assistant to the
President for
Education, Youth
and Family Life

▶ 515-576-7666
▶ r honda@iowa
districtwest.org
▶4
 09 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

LLL

Breakfast, Bible
study is April 25
Dear Friends in Christ,
He is risen! He is risen indeed!
This salutation was frequently used in his messages by Rev. Ken Klaus,
former “Lutheran Hour” speaker (2002-10), and is a great rally cry for
Christians all over the world. Let us all give thanks for our Savior as we
remember His sacrifice 2,000 years ago — when He gave His life so that we
may be forgiven and reconciled to our God!

Breakfast and Bible
Study

Annual Barbecue,
Meeting

Our Spring Breakfast
and Bible Study begins
at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
April 25, at Our Savior
Lutheran Church, Denison (500 N.
24th St.). The featured speaker will
be Rev. David Loeschen, Our Savior
pastor. Loeschen has also served as a
law enforcement chaplain. Everyone is
invited to attend. Registration is $15 per
person at the door.

Our main source of
funding for the fair booth
is the “Burgers for the
Booth” cookout, which
will be held at Peace, Glidden, from
11:30 a.m to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday,
June 27.

We thank Pastor Loeschen and the Our
Savior congregation for their assistance
in hosting and presenting this event.

State Fair Booth
Summer will be here
before we know it.
The district Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will again, with Iowa District East LLL,
sponsor a Lutheran Hour Ministries
(LHM) booth at the Iowa State Fair.
We will be looking for volunteers to
work a three-hour shift at the booth. It
is a state fair requirement that vendors
have workers manning their booths
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Vendors who fail
to do this run the risk of losing their
booth space. We prefer to have two
people working a shift at the booth
at all times. If you are interested in
helping, or know of others (for example,
an LCMS-related group) who may be
willing to help, contact John Tews,
Iowa District West LLL president, at
valleyinsjt@gmail.com.

Attendees will be able to pick up grilled
beef patties and brats, and chips and
dessert. Following the cookout is the
annual meeting, featuring reports
and updates at international and
district levels of LHM. There will also
be elections for vice-president and
treasurer.

About Lutheran
Hour Ministries

the International Lutheran Laymen’s
League in 1972 to reflect its growing
impact globally.
In 1992, due to the popularity of “The
Lutheran Hour” radio program, the
International LLL chose Lutheran
Hour Ministries as the overall identity
for its media outreach programs. Based
in St. Louis, LHM continues to explore
new media to serve congregations as a
partner in God’s mission.
We encourage those who are reached
through these efforts to respond by
contacting staff or volunteers. LHM
can then cultivate relationships with
those who respond to ultimately
facilitate a relationship between them
and a Christian community, thus
helping grow the kingdom of God.
LHM’s impact is remarkable. More
than 136 million people hear or read
the Gospel each week through LHM
programs, services or materials. There
are more than 1 million listeners to
“The Lutheran Hour” each week.
Many individuals provide their contact
information in response to LHM’s
culturally relevant outreach efforts.
Last year, more than 57,000 individuals
internationally were referred to
Christian communities for spiritual
growth and nurturing; more than
22,000 became engaged in a Christian
community following their referral.

LHM is a trusted
resource in global
media that equips and
engages a vibrant volunteer
base to passionately proclaim the
Gospel worldwide each week. Through
its North American headquarters and
ministry centers on six continents,
LHM reaches into more than 50
countries, often bringing Christ to
places where no other Christian
evangelistic organizations are present.
LHM’s flagship ministry, “The
Lutheran Hour,” airs weekly on more
than 1,800 radio stations and the
American Forces Network.

Nearly 60,000 people participated for
the first time in Bible Correspondence
Courses. Individuals from more than
4,500 congregations of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and Lutheran
Church—Canada are using LHM
resources.

Originally called the Lutheran
Laymen’s League upon its formation
in 1917, the organization was renamed

Yours in His service,
Mark Astleford
Secretary, Iowa District West LLL

In closing, we appreciate your
prayers and support for
LHM and wish to continue
to encourage prayers and
support for pastors,
congregations and our
LCMS as well.
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MISSION CENTRAL

Meyer makes final visit as seminary president

R

ev. Dr. Dale Meyer, president of
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
brought students, friends and
family Jan. 10-11 for missionary
training!
This is the ninth straight year that
students and instructors from St. Louis
have arrived for training.

Pictured in the group is young
missionary Connor Pittman standing
next to his grandfather, Dr. Meyer
(left), who is retiring at the end of the
school year. This 11-year-old was one of
our best students! To see that Mission
Central operates with a farmhouse office
and staff of over 100 volunteers was

truly an eye-opener for the students and
guests. It was an intensive two days of
training to help the students understand
that when they arrive at their first
calling, things are much different than
what they might expect.
By the time this group left, they were
truly not normal.

Family outing
One person can truly make a difference.
That is, of course, if you are not normal.
Some time ago, I received a call from Rachel
Desy of Denison. She said that she wanted
to bring her family to the Lord’s Mission
Central.
It was a blessing to have this family visit on
Jan. 31 for an evening tour of the facilities.
It was a special time to be with this family.
In the group photo, Rachel is on the far
right, next to Old Missionary Gary. On that
night, we made some memories that will
last a lifetime.

Our future foundation leader brings group
What a blessing to welcome Rev. Brad Birtell of
Columbus, Neb., to the world-famous Mission
Central! Pastor Birtell is the senior pastor of St.
John, a rural congregation located 10 miles north
of Columbus. This congregation is not normal and
is truly exploding for the Lord Jesus.
Pastor Birtell visited on Feb. 3 and brought a
group of men from his flock for a special tour of this
miracle place. He is the vice-president of the Gary
and Maxine Thies Mission Foundation, and will be
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president when the good Lord calls Old Missionary
Gary to his real home. Pastor Birtell has an excellent
knowledge of rural and farm communities and a
background in farming. His leadership will provide
an assurance that the work of the Lord’s Mission
Central of sending missionaries will continue for
many years in the future.
Pastor Birtell

We thank the Lord for sending leaders like Pastor
Birtell to be part of the important work of telling
people about Jesus.

MESSAGE

Couple hopes
to serve
in Pakistan

LIGHTS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
learned is that many of our members
no longer live in the neighborhood
where they worship. I am not saying it
is wrong to drive to church! Growing
up, our drive was 30 miles round trip.
The question I have is: How do we
reach our neighbors and the neighborhoods where our congregations are located? This article will not answer the
question. However, I do think this is a
discussion that we need to begin having in our congregations. This impacts
both urban and rural communities.

What a blessing to welcome two very
not normal visitors. These dear friends
traveled all the way from Cumming,
Ga., where Vicar Jay Dass serves the
Lord Jesus along with his dear wife,
Julie. They talked about their desire
and hope to return to Pakistan, where
both of these dear friends were born …
to return and share the love of the Lord
Jesus and His goodness and grace.
They are missionaries to all people,
but mostly to adherents of Islam. Vicar
Jay is studying to be a Lutheran pastor
through the Ethnic Immigrant Institute
of Theology at Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis.
It was a wonderful time for prayer and
discussion of the Lord’s plan for their
lives in the years to come. Jay and Julie
will have the training to share the Gospel
with those who haven’t heard the name
of our Savior.

Gary Thies
Director, Mission Central

▶ 712-882-1029
▶ g ary.thies@
lcms.org
▶4
 0718 Hwy. E-16,
Mapleton, IA 51034

We begin with who we are:
The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. — 1 Tim. 1:15
Jesus came to save sinners. The church
is a place for sinners; a place to welcome those who live in our neighborhoods. The church is a place for us to
receive what Jesus gives through His
Word and Sacraments. We share those
amazing gifts in our community.
Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law. — Rom. 13:10
Paul reminds us that our neighbors

LFS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)
another, and ultimately to her decision to carry her unplanned baby to
birth, baptism and placement through
adoption with a Christian couple who
had been praying for her and her baby
for years. A much better return than $1
and a cup of coffee any day!
You may have other reasons beyond
these five.
Perhaps you or a family you know has
been blessed through adoption or know
the pain of mental illness, family conflict or grief. Perhaps your pastor and
his family or your congregation have
benefited from their work with LFS.

need to know that we really do love
and care about them. In his Feb. 4
Meyer Minute, Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer,
president of Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis, wrote:
People need to know our church has
“their best interest at heart.” Jesus
tells us in many places and shows
us in many ways that He truly cares
about every person. Isn’t this the
opportunity of our times, to show
that we church people are honest
and sincerely care about all people?
“You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matt. 22:39).
“You are the light of the world. A city
set on a hill cannot be hidden.”
— Matt. 5:14

Your church is a shining city on a hill
overlooking a dark valley! It does not
matter if you are in a small town or a
large city. Your congregation is a beacon of hope in a dark world.
The light of Jesus shines into our
communities and neighborhoods as
we share His Gospel. In order for this
to happen, we must open the windows
and doors of our buildings and let
people see who we are and what we
believe. Let them see and hear the
Gospel of Christ active in our lives. Invite our neighbors into our homes and
our church so they can see and learn
who we are and who Jesus is.

Whatever your reason, know that God
will use your gift along with gifts from
others to solve big problems for couples
and families and turn hearts and minds
toward Him and His good plan for life.
In this work, every gift of support, no
matter the amount, is important.
Will you partner with this uniquely Lutheran ministry this year? You
can mail a gift by check to LFS, 409
Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA
50501 or save a stamp and text GIVE to
515-212-7585. A gift can also be made
at LutheranFamilyService.org/donate.
Know that your partnership will be a
blessing. May God continue to bless,
guide and direct you as you live for His
purpose and for His Glory!
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Iowa District West Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2019 — January 31, 2020
Communicants

Pledge

Actual Amount

Per Comm.

Adair Circuit
Holy Cross, Anita
136
0
Zion, Atlantic
538
20,400
St. John, Casey
123
200
Zion, Dexter
186
200
Immanuel, Greenfield
118
5,040
Immanuel, Guthrie Center
200
5,000
St. Thomas, Panora
110
0
First, Wiota
96
1,500
Faith, Winterset
37
600
Total		 32,940

0
20,400
0
200
5,100
5,000.04
0
2,888.35
900
34,488.39

0
37.92
0
1.08
43.22
25
0
30.09
24.32

Algona Circuit
Trinity, Algona
955
62,000
Zion, Ayrshire
30
5,000
St. John, Burt
244
4,500
St. Luke, Cylinder
134
4,500
St. Paul, Emmetsburg
270
16,000
St. John, Fenton
130
7,200
St. John, Garner
177
6,000
St. Paul, Garner
366
24,000
Immanuel, Livermore
69
5,000
Immanuel, Lone Rock
115
12,620
Zion, Luverne
91
5,000
Trinity, Mallard
154
28,600
Our Savior, Swea City
36
0
Peace, West Bend
134
16,500
St. Paul, Whittemore
145
4,800
Total		 201,720

62,000
5,000
4,975.88
5,418.99
14,666.63
6,940
8,000
22,000
5,165
10,017.80
5,000
28,850
1,200
6,915
900
187,049.30

64.92
166.67
20.39
40.44
54.32
53.38
45.20
60.11
74.86
87.11
54.95
187.34
33.33
51.60
6.21

Boone Circuit
Memorial, Ames
641
St. Paul, Ames
378
St. Paul, Boone
160
Trinity, Boone
570
Christ, Bouton
226
Trinity, Dayton
21
Trinity, Jefferson
341
Zion, Ogden
296
Trinity, Perry
80
Total		

49,250
32,000
5,000
5,000
20,000
750
10,000
10,000
0
132,000

49,175
33,155
10,458
4,182
18,332.84
1,000
10,000
8,583
1,000
135,885.84

76.72
87.71
65.36
7.34
81.12
47.62
29.33
29
12.50

Carroll Circuit
Zion, Arcadia
405
6,000
St. John, Audubon
166
1,200
St. Paul, Carroll
384
25,500
Trinity, Coon Rapids
69
1,000
Peace, Glidden
104
4,500
Immanuel, Lidderdale
60
3,000
Trinity, Manilla
159
0
Zion, Manning
539
8,000
Total		 49,200

6,000
1,200
22,356.36
1,000
4,090.95
4,662.90
0
8,000
47,310.21

14.81
7.23
58.22
14.49
39.34
77.72
0
14.84

Cherokee Circuit
St. Paul, Aurelia
293
34,000
Trinity, Cherokee
399
15,000
Peace, Marcus
240
8,000
Trinity, Marcus
113
6,000
St. John, Paullina
275
1,000
Zion, Paullina
537
3,000
Pilgrim, Quimby
94
2,000
Bethel, Sutherland
234
10,500
Total		 82,000

31,464.34
16,250
8,000
6,000
1,000
2,593
2,000
6,715.50
74,022.84

107.39
40.73
33.33
53.10
3.64
4.83
21.28
28.70
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Communicants

Pledge

Actual Amount

Per Comm.

Council Bluffs Circuit
Faith, Council Bluffs
207
St. Paul, Council Bluffs
579
Timothy, Council Bluffs
376
Trinity, Glenwood
366
Peace, Harlan
20
St. John, Hastings
64
St. John, Honey Creek
233
Immanuel, Logan
115
First, Missouri Valley
302
St. Paul, Oakland
64
Trinity, Persia
46
Our Savior, Walnut
44
Total		

1,000		
17,000		
21,604		
9,000		
500		
4,400		
15,000		
5,000		
13,680		
1,200		
1,500		
2,000		
91,844		

1,066
16,966
21,153.10
9,000
500
4,000
15,000
5,000
13,680
1,200
1,775
2,000
90,481.10

5.15
29.30
56.26
24.59
25
62.50
64.38
43.48
45.30
18.75
38.59
45.45

Denison Circuit
Faith, Deloit
50
Amigos En Cristo, Denison
22
Our Savior, Denison
772
Zion, Denison
1461
Bethlehem, Dow City
215
St. John, Kiron
105
Immanuel, Schleswig
510
Total		

500		
1,000		
20,000		
0		
4,750		
5,000		
17,625		
48,875		

500
1,000
20,001.04
0
3,765
5,000
18,114.58
48,380.62

10
45.45
25.91
0
17.51
47.62
35.52

Des Moines East Circuit
Christ The King, Altoona
108
St. Paul, Ankeny
647
The Gate, Ankeny
44
Holy Cross, Carlisle
121
Calvary, Des Moines
27
Hope, Des Moines
431
Our Saviour, Des Moines
120
Peace, Des Moines
321
Mount Calvary, Indianola
401
Total		

6,600		
6,000		
1,000		
2,500		
1,800		
10,000		
2,640		
6,300		
13,000		
44,771		

6,012.79
6,501
1,513
2,499.96
1,800
10,000
2,640
6,520
13,000
50,486.75

55.67
10.05
34.39
20.66
66.67
23.20
22
20.31
32.42

Des Moines West Circuit
Faith, Adel
449
Living Faith, Clive
180
Asian, Des Moines
10
Mt Olive, Des Moines
330
Sudanese, Des Moines
25
Trinity, Des Moines
170
Messiah, Johnston
79
Christ Our Savior, Norwalk
35
Beautiful Savior, Polk City
443
Gloria Dei, Urbandale
2300
Trinity, Van Meter
150
Shepherd Of The Valley , WDM 511
Total		

2,000		
0		
0		
1,500		
0		
9,500		
0		
900		
6,240		
66,000		
7,500		
5,000		
98,640		

2,000
0
0
1,500
0
11,080
600
600
4,040
70,000
7,500
5,000
102,320

4.45
0
0
4.55
0
65.18
7.59
17.14
9.12
30.43
50
9.78

Fort Dodge Circuit
Mount Calvary, Eagle Grove
67
Holy Trinity, Farnhamville
222
Good Shepherd, Fort Dodge
536
Prince Of Peace, Fort Dodge
195
St. Paul, Fort Dodge
1160
Trinity, Fort Dodge
58
Zion, Humboldt
865
Trinity, Knierim
111
Immanuel, Pomeroy
81
Immanuel, Rockwell City
205
Immanuel, Rowan
51
St. Paul, Webster City
285
Total		

2,300		
9,000		
20,000		
4,200		
13,200		
4,500		
25,000		
3,000		
6,000		
5,000		
0		
6,000		
98,200		

2,415.41
9,000
20,000
4,791.29
13,200
4,726.50
25,000
3,000
6,000
5,416.71
0
6,000
99,549.91

36.05
40.54
37.31
24.57
11.38
81.49
28.90
27.03
74.07
26.42
0
21.05
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Communicants

Pledge

Actual Amount

Per Comm.

Le Mars Circuit
Trinity, Hawarden
391
13,320
Trinity, Hinton
284
4,300
St. John, Ireton
24
7,000
St. Paul, Ireton
380
9,000
First, Kingsley
384
7,500
Grace, Lemars
544
10,000
Faith, Orange City
296
20,000
Christ, Remsen
190
4,500
Total		80,420

12,503.16
4,693
7,000
9,000
5,118
9,999.96
20,001
3,241.50
71,556.52

31.98
16.52
291.67
23.68
13.33
18.38
67.57
17.06

Mapleton Circuit
Trinity, Anthon
95
400
St. John, Battle Creek
134
500
St. Paul, Battle Creek
80
800
Immanuel, Charter Oak
54
2,500
St. John, Charter Oak
422
9,400
St. Paul, Charter Oak
77
7,300
Grace, Correctionville
54
500
St. Paul, Ida Grove
792
14,400
St. Matthew, Mapleton
401
2,000
St. Paul, Ute
271
11,000
Total		48,800

194
927
950.28
2,961.50
10,800
5,796
615.37
16,679
2,500
8,483
49,886.15

2.04
6.92
11.88
54.34
25.59
75.27
11.40
21.06
6.23
31.23

Sac City Circuit
Zion, Auburn
52
1,500
Faith, Early
54
4,000
First, Fonda
22
400
Pilgrim, Lake City
231
6,300
Emmanuel, Lake View
357
15,000
Trinity, Odebolt
222
14,500
St. Paul, Sac City
450
15,500
St. Peter, Sac City
36
2,000
St. Paul, Schaller
207
15,200
Peace, Wall Lake
425
7,000
Total		84,400

1,560
4,108
400
6,000
15,100
15,101
9,100
1,700
15,200
10,000
78,269

30
76.07
18.18
25.97
42.30
68.02
20.22
47.22
73.43
23.53

Sioux City Circuit
St. John, Climbing Hill
55
3,300
Bethel, Lawton
217
8,000
Shepherd Of Peace, Sgt Bluff 116
1,200
Bethany, Sioux City
61
1,200
Calvary, Sioux City
623
18,700
Concordia, Sioux City
71
1,000
Faith, Sioux City
262
500
Redeemer, Sioux City
1170
55,000
St. Paul, Sioux City
716
18,000
Total		106,900

1,200
8,099
1,200
1,200
23,710.36
780
600
55,000
0
91,789.36

21.82
37.32
10.34
19.67
38.06
10.99
2.29
47.01
0

Southwest Circuit
St. Timothy, Bedford
10
0
Immanuel, Clarinda
231
0
St. John, Clarinda
554
7,270
St. Paul, Clarinda
227
3,000
Redeemer, Corning
123
3,000
Trinity, Creston
239
6,600
Our Savior, Leon
53
500
Immanuel, Osceola
114
2,200
Trinity, Shenandoah
119
6,000
Mount Calvary, Villisca
104
0
Total		28,570

0
3,880
7,280
3,000
2,799.43
7,260
700
2,739.47
5,524.50
2,800
35,983.40

0
16.80
13.14
13.21
22.76
30.38
13.21
24.03
46.42
26.92

Communicants

Pledge

Actual Amount

Per Comm.

Spencer Circuit
Immanuel, Estherville
272
4,500
St. Paul, Hartley
341
32,000
Concordia, Lake Park
140
2,040
English, Larchwood
44
5,520
St. John, May City
113
6,000
St. Peter, Ocheyedan
133
9,000
Zion, Ocheyedan
73
6,000
Peace, Rock Rapids
249
5,000
St. John, Sanborn
188
8,500
Our Savior, Sheldon
21
800
Christ The King, Spencer
128
1,000
First English, Spencer
740
32,000
Immanuel, Spirit Lake
730
35,750
Immanuel, Terril
142
4,800
Total		 152,910

4,402
29,820
1,700
5,100
6,000
9,000
6,000
5,000.04
7,800
800
1,000
33,552.20
35,750.04
3,970
149,894.28

16.18
87.45
12.14
115.91
53.10
67.67
82.19
20.08
41.49
38.10
7.81
45.34
48.97
27.96

Storm Lake Circuit
St. John, Alta
207
12,000
St. Paul, Alta
256
4,900
St. John, Galva
334
18,000
St. Peter, Newell
131
7,700
Grace, Storm Lake
344
10,000
St. John, Storm Lake
389
5,000
Zion, Storm Lake
294
14,200
Total		71,800

15,496.25
7,568.33
18,000
5,000
10,000
12,110.69
6,329.83
74,505.01

74.86
29.56
53.89
38.17
29.07
31.13
21.53

Grand Total		

1,459,904

1,422,738
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CAMP OKOBOJI

It’s Spring …

with a long association with camp
return, as we welcome back returning
summer staff members and volunteer
leaders and counselors, as we renew the
traditional program offerings and as we
renew opportunities to share that love
of Jesus with all guests at camp.
Is April causing you to anticipate
opportunities to Refresh Body and
Spirit in a Sanctuary which connects
you with God and His Creation? Will
your anticipation lead you to make
plans to attend a program at camp?

Time to register for camp!
VISION

Refreshing Body and Spirit

MISSION

We provide Sanctuary which
connects guests with God and
His Creation

VALUES

Gospel, Safety, Excellence,
Wellness, Stewardship, Legacy
Almost all of us have heard the old
adage “April showers bring May
flowers.”
The April showers stir up anticipation
of the beauty to come through the
May flowers. The showers indicate a
refreshing newness is coming as the
flowers bloom and the colors come to
life. Easter also brings an anticipation
of newness of life. Jesus’ resurrection
shows us the beauty to come and that
refreshing newness through Him!
At Camp Okoboji, April brings that
same anticipation and expectation of
beauty and newness as the flowers,
12 / IOWA WEST

trees and all of God’s creation spring to
life! However, at camp we anticipate so
much more — recognizing the newness
of life through Jesus and wanting to
share that message. We look forward to
the newness of our upcoming summer
camp season, the newness of the
incoming summer staff, new and fresh
program opportunities and new guests
experiencing Camp Okoboji for the first
time.
We also look forward to the newness
of our “annuals” blooming — as guests

Now is a great time to register for Kids
Kamp, Cub Week I or II, Junior High
Week, Youth Week, Spring or Fall
Women’s Retreat, Music Therapy Camp
for Veterans, Family Retreat I or II,
Father/Son Retreat, Hispanic Retreat,
Traveling Vacation Bible School or
Traveling Lock-ins.
Will your anticipation lead you to
attend the Annual Quilt Auction,
participate in the Camp Golf Outing,
go on the Minnesota Twins Bus Trip,
be a volunteer at camp, stay with us in
a family ministry cabin, plan a family
reunion at Camp Okoboji, or host your
meetings at camp?
Email me at kirk.campokoboji@gmail.
com and request our 2020 Program
Guide.
To learn more or to register, visit
campokoboji.org.
We look forward to seeing you at Camp
Okoboji and serving you as we live our
Vision, Mission and Values!

