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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALL ACCEPTED
Rev. Ryan Roehrig, St. Paul, Alta, to St. Paul, Carroll.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Seth Kaiser, Trinity, Glenwood, to Risen Christ, Springfield, OH.
Rev. Ryan Roehrig, St. Paul, Alta, to St. Paul, Roseburg, OR.
CANDIDATES ASSIGNED
Jonathan Jahnke, St. Louis, to Associate, St. Paul, Fort Dodge.
John “Alex” Sloter, St. Louis, to Peace, Rock Rapids/English, Larchwood.
Brett Witmer, Fort Wayne, to Bethel, Sutherland.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS—CALLS ACCEPTED
David Gosa, Candidate, Clarinda, to Zion Lutheran School, Wayside, WI.
Alex Irwin, DCE, Mt. Calvary, Indianola, to Mount Olive, Anoka, MN.

Calendar of Events
June 21...Father’s Day
July 8...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge (3 pm)
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Gloria Dei, Urbandale (3 pm)
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Messiah, Johnston (7 pm)
August 31...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
Lutheran Day at Adventureland has been canceled for June 2020.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Bible Study postponed to November 11.
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

515.576.7666
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
www.idwlcms.org

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Iowa Early Childhood Conference
Date: August 7
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
New Location: Shepherd of the Valley,
West Des Moines

Planting Together
June 2020
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Joyful Response® Electronic Offerings
For such a time as this—and beyond—LCEF offers etithing and e-tuition payments through the Joyful Response® program, a stewardship resource for LCMS
ministries.
Even when we cannot gather physically in large
groups, our offerings and gifts can be given in a timely
manner to support ministry! Are you ready?
LCEF pays the basic fees to get a ministry started.
Joyful Response® allows your members to give one-time gifts or recurring tithes via any of the following:
• Your church website
• A mobile phone app
• A paper enrollment ACH form through your church office
• Text giving (includes a fee to the service provider)
Joyful Response® is also available for use by schools, nursing homes,
childcare ministries, camps, LWML and other LCMS organizations who
wish to offer their families and supporters consistent, convenient payment options.
To request a Joyful Response® Enrollment Packet, please call 800-843
-5233, email request@lcef.org or go to https://lcef.org/joyful-response/.
Carole White, LCEF Vice President
carole.white@lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured
bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will
offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s
Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes
associated risks. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits
residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF
investor and 18 years or older. Visit lcef.org for details.

Registration material will be emailed to
schools by the first week in June.
Concordia Plan Services Workshops
Health care in today’s world continues to change and it is hard to keep
up on the complexities of the health care options. Anyone interested in
learning more about all the Concordia Health Plan options, special coverages, and what is new for 2021 is encouraged to attend a workshop
this summer.
July 8 – Iowa District West office - 3 pm
July 9 – Gloria Dei, Urbandale - 3 pm
July 9 – Messiah, Johnson - 7 pm
You can explore a wealth of information online at
www.concordiaplans.org. Also, the Congregational
Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 4 has a plethora of information at
www.lcms.org/ctm.
Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference
The Iowa District West Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Conference
Committee has an excellent program planned
for Tuesday, September 22, in Fort Dodge.
The theme, based on Romans 10:15, will focus on Effective Communication (including
newsletters). Brenda Clark Hamilton, National
speaker, will talk about communication and a
current popular topic – Recalculating - Skills
for When Life’s GPS Takes an Unexpected
Turn. More details and conference brochure
will be shared this summer.
Calendar of Events
June 21...Father’s Day
July 8...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, District Office, Fort Dodge
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Gloria Dei, Urbandale
July 9...Concordia Plan Services Workshop, Messiah, Johnston
August 7...Iowa Early Childhood Conference, West Des Moines
August 31...Pastors Golf Day, Ida Grove
September 22...Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Conference, Fort
Dodge
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

Resources for Youth/Families
What about VBS this summer?
I’ll be hosting a Zoom meeting inviting VBS leaders to discuss what they are doing about VBS
this summer. The meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 27 from 7:30-8:30pm. I know
many are canceling, some are postponing until later in the summer in hopes they can still have
VBS, and some are wondering what to do. This Zoom meeting will be an opportunity to
collaborate ideas and learn how people are being creative with reaching children. If interested
email me at rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org, identify what congregation you are with and your
role, and I will send you the Zoom link for the meeting.

Bible Studies Online
Is your church holding online Bible studies? If not, I encourage
you to consider doing this. There are pastors and others in the
district using Facebook live and Zoom to host Bible studies. If
you’re interested in finding out more information on how to do
this, contact me and I will direct you towards pastors and other
individuals who are having great success using this means of
teaching the Bible.

Sunday School Lessons
Just as congregations have been creative on placing their services online, congregations are also
creatively providing opportunities for youth and children. Churches have done this in a variety
of ways. Some are providing Sunday school packets for parents to stop by and pick up at
church, others are videoing a message for children and putting it on their church Facebook
page, others are offering an opportunity for a Zoom chat with age levels in small groups such as
K-2, 3-5, etc. If you need assiatance in coming up with ideas contact
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org.
CPH continues to offer quality resources for children and families. They have free content and
additional resources for purchase. Consider how you may use these great resources.
https://www.cph.org/

DISTRICT EDUCATION CONFERENCES
Iowa Early Childhood Conference – August 7
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
New Location: Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference – October 26-27
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
Conference Location: Sheraton West Des Moines

IDW YOUTH Gatherings
Will Take a Different Look
The Junior and Senior Youth Gathering Planning Teams have made the decision to cancel our
regular gatherings in Des Moines.
The descision was made for the following reasons:
1) Uncertainity of COVID-19 impact on attendance of youth/adults – will families be
comfortable sending youth to a large event where students are gathered from all over?
2) The challenge of hotel contracts and minimums of how many people we need to attend –
and the ability to pull out of contracts now, instead of later.
3) COVID-19 financaial impact on families and churches is uncertain.

GATHERING TEAMS PLANNING VIRTUAL EVENT
WHERE YOUTH CAN GATHER AT THEIR OWN CHURCH
The planning teams are working to put together an experience at your own
church for an evening. These virtual events will take place on the same
weekend the gatherings were originally scheduled. The planning teams will
plan an hour and a half virtual experience and livestream! More details will
be passed on to youth groups in the days to come.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
A Hummingbird Attitude
Both the hummingbird and the vulture fly over our nation's deserts. All vultures see is rotting
meat, because that is what they look for. They thrive on that diet. But hummingbirds ignore the
smelly flesh of dead animals. Instead, they look for the colorful blossoms of desert plants. The
vultures live on what was. They live in the past. They fill themselves with what is dead and gone.
But hummingbirds live on what is. They seek a new life. They fill themselves with freshness and
life. Each bird finds what it is looking for. We all do. (Steve Goodier, Quote Magazine,
in Reader's Digest, May 1990.)
It is so easy in the small church to focus on what is dead and dying and to feast off that diet. It is
easy for smaller churches to see the declines in attendance and income and become defeated by
what they see. You begin to look around, and all you see is what was. There is often so much
that is not working around us that the small church loses sight of the blossoms. I pray that I can
point you to the blossoms, to what can be, to desire to seek a new life cycle for your ministry. In
doing so, I want to give you three things you can do to change the perspective of your
congregation.
1) Have an Attitude of Confident Sacrifice
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).
There is a powerful parable contained in this little verse. Jesus understood the mindset of the
ordinary people who made a living through the labor of their hands. Knowing how important that
livelihood was to them, He chose His illustrations to connect with their everyday experiences.
The people understood that any new life (harvest) was the result of dying (sacrifice) seeds. Jesus
used this everyday part of life to connect this to His death and resurrection for the salvation of
the world. But there is more. The statement, “if the seed does not die but remains alone or
unplanted,” implies the tragic condition that the harvest will never come to fruition. The
connection for the church is: unless we have the confidence to get out of our comfort zone and
plant seeds of the Gospel, the harvest will be significantly hampered. You may be thinking, “But
it has been so long since we were actively planting seeds, is it too late? Are our seeds still alive?”
You will find comfort in this story.
Some years ago, a vase hermetically sealed was discovered in a mummy-pit in Egypt, by the
English traveler Wilkinson, who sent it to the British Museum. The librarian there, having
unfortunately broken it, discovered in it a few grains of wheat and one or two peas, old, wrinkled
and hard as stone. The peas were planted carefully under glass on the 4th of June, 1844, and at
the end of thirty days, these old seeds were seen to spring up into a new life. They had been
buried probably about three thousand years ago, perhaps in the time of Moses, and had slept all
that long time, apparently dead, yet still living in the dust of the tomb. —Gaussen 1.
The power of God’s Word never dies, but it will accomplish its task.

2) Kingdom Selflessness
Every young student knows of Isaac Newton's famed encounter with a falling apple. Newton
discovered and introduced the laws of gravity in the 1600s, which revolutionized astronomical
studies. But few know that if it weren't for Edmund Halley, the world might never have learned
from Newton. It was Halley who challenged Newton to think through his original notions. Halley
corrected Newton's mathematical errors and prepared geometrical figures to support his
discoveries. Halley coaxed the hesitant Newton to write his great work, Mathematical Principles
of Natural Philosophy. Halley edited and supervised the publication and financed its printing
even though Newton was wealthier and easily could have afforded the printing costs.
Historians call it one of the most selfless examples in the annals of science. Newton began
almost immediately to reap the rewards of prominence; Halley received little credit. He did use
the principles to predict the orbit and return of the comet that would later bear his name, but only
AFTER his death did he receive any acclaim. And because the comet only returns every 76
years, the notice is rather infrequent. Halley remained a devoted scientist who didn't care who
received the credit as long as the cause was being advanced.
Others have played Halley's role. John the Baptist said of Jesus, "He must become greater; I must
become less." Barnabas was content to introduce others to greatness. Many pray to uphold the
work of one Christian leader. Such selflessness advances the kingdom. - C.S. Kirkendall, Jr.
It is with this kind of selflessness that we love as Jesus loved. He placed the needs of others
above Himself. He gave His life as a ransom for the world. We have this same love of Jesus
living in us. Remember Jesus’ promise, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the
Father” (John 14:12).

3) Risky Faith
Do not follow where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.
(Source Unknown)
To have this Hummingbird attitude, we need the courage to go where there is not a path, to blaze
a trail where none may have walked before. People outside of God’s grace are not easy to deal
with at times. There are times when you will run into the brokenness of their lives – failed
relationships, messy life decisions with horrible consequences, which led to loneliness and
distrust of others. You may run into a boatload of emotion and pain. Risky faith will be
required. New life is not possible without death. The sinful old man needs to drown in the
waters of baptism and faith created by the work of the Holy Spirit. He won’t die quickly. He
will not go down without a fight. The risk is required, but the reward is worth the risk.
I pray it will keep you thinking and encouraged. Be blessed!
1.

Tan, P. L. (1996). Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (p. 1146). Garland,
TX: Bible Communications, Inc.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending April 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$87,033

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$351,000

Actual Receipts

$333,879

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(17,121)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$157,950

Balance for District programs & ministries

$175,929

Total Receipts

$333,879

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending April 2020

$333,879

Month ending April 2019

$321,021

Over (under) last year

$ 12,859

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

GIVING GENEROUSLY SHOWS
YOUR FAITH AND TRUST IN GOD’S
FUTURE PROVISIONS.
“And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all
things at all times, you may abound in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).

Faithful giving is one aspect of a Christ-like character. In our giving, we emulate Jesus Who showed us
what it means to love and to give. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for
his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus gave us the greatest and most perfect gift by offering Himself on the
Cross. In response to His great gift, we become “givers” rather than “takers.” Giving is an expression of
our love for the Lord. In light of what God has done for us through His Son, how can we not give freely
to Him?

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in many mission and ministry
areas? The District budget historically has provided a significant amount of money for missions with nearly 2/3 of
the budget supporting missions: 1/3 for Synod missions and 1/3 for District missions. The remaining budget
covers congregational support services (Human Care, Education, Youth, Stewardship) and administrative
expenses. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa District West and
across the world! Thank you for your continued support especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Congregational Quarterly Financial Report
Included in The Messenger is the report of congregational support for the first quarter of
the District fiscal period from February 1-April 30, 2020. Review your church’s mission
pledge to make sure your budget receipts are up to date. This report includes only
District/Synod receipts and no restricted missionary support or other program income.
We are On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Special thanks to three circuits that have 100% participation for the first quarter: Boone, Carroll, Des Moines East.

Concordia Plan Services Workshops
Health care in today’s world continues to change and it is hard to keep up on the
complexities of the health care options. Anyone interested in learning more about all
the Concordia Health Plan options, special coverages, and what is new for 2021 is
encouraged to attend a workshop this summer.
CPS will be offering several education opportunities focusing on healthcare on:
July 8 – Iowa District West office 3 pm
July 9 – Gloria Dei, Urbandale
3 pm
July 9 – Messiah, Johnson
7 pm
Any time of year, you can explore a wealth of information online at www.concordiaplans.org. Also, the
Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 4 has a plethora of information at www.lcms.org/ctm.

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference
The Iowa District West Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Conference
Committee has an excellent program planned for Tuesday, September 22, in
Fort Dodge. The theme, based on Romans 10:15, will focus on Effective
Communication (including newsletters). Brenda Clark Hamilton, National speaker,
will talk about communication and a current popular topic – Recalculating - Skills
for When Life’s GPS Takes an Unexpected Turn. More details and conference
brochure will be shared this summer.

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan
Many congregations applied and received the CARES Act PPP funds. Many
church treasurers will soon be applying for loan forgiveness; up to 100% of the
loan may be forgiven. How does that work?
The loan forgiveness amount is determined by first computing the amount of payments made for qualifying payroll
costs (which includes Concordia Plans health and retirement benefits), mortgage interest payments (but not
principal payments), rent payments, and utility payments for the eight-week period that begins on the date the
lender makes the first disbursement of the PPP loan. To read a good article from Church Law & Tax online – click
here. Also, Sutton Turner has a good slide deck summary on the Vanderbloemen.com website.
The SBA recently released a FAQ which essentially eases the good faith certification for loans under $2 million.
The ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability) shares a summary online. Note the ECFA
organization is offering free access to webinars, resources, and training through June 30.

Congregation Mission Support – Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2020 through April 30, 2020
CIRCUIT
ADAIR

CONGREGATION
HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FIRST
FAITH
TOTAL

TOWN
ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WIOTA
WINTERSET

COMM.
132
538
117
187
118
204
110
102
37

PLEDGE
$0
$20,400
$200
$200
$5,100
$5,000
$0
$1,500
$600
$32,940

ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ZION
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL
TOTAL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LIVERMORE
LONE ROCK
LUVERNE
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

BOONE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
TOTAL

CARROLL

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$0
$0.00
$6,800
$12.64
$200
$1.71
$200
$1.07
$0
$0.00
$1,250
$6.13
$0
$0.00
$590
$5.78
$225
$6.08
$9,265

1056
29
234
133
261
130
18
356
75
116
90
160
36
134
145

$62,000
$5,000
$4,500
$4,500
$14,666
$5,000
$6,000
$24,000
$3,000
$10,000
$5,000
$28,800
$1,320
$6,000
$500
$759,720

$15,455
$0
$990
$92
$1,500
$1,667
$1,500
$6,000
$770
$1,255
$0
$4,800
$440
$0
$0
$34,469

$14.64
$0.00
$4.23
$0.69
$5.75
$12.82
$83.33
$16.85
$10.27
$10.82
$0.00
$30.00
$12.22
$0.00
$0.00

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

653
375
163
573
224
21
346
297
80

$50,000
$32,000
$5,000
$5,000
$20,000
$1,000
$10,000
$11,000
$1,000
$132,000

$12,525
$8,502
$775
$2,150
$5,000
$250
$2,500
$1,981
$1,000
$34,683

$19.18
$22.67
$4.75
$3.75
$22.32
$11.90
$7.23
$6.67
$12.50

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
ZION
TOTAL

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANILLA
MANNING

405
159
385
72
108
55
135
538

$6,000
$1,200
$25,500
$800
$3,900
$4,000
$0
$8,000
$49,200

$1,000
$330
$4,351
$400
$636
$952
$500
$1,744
$9,913

$2.47
$2.08
$11.30
$5.56
$5.89
$17.31
$3.70
$3.24

CHEROKEE

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL
TOTAL

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

293
395
238
114
271
525
104
234

$30,000
$15,000
$8,000
$6,000
$1,000
$3,000
$2,000
$4,800
$79,500

$2,903
$3,750
$0
$1,500
$1,000
$667
$0
$437
$10,257

$9.91
$9.49
$0.00
$13.16
$3.69
$1.27
$0.00
$1.87

COUNCIL BLUFFS

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE
ST JOHN
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN
HASTINGS
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN

207
582
371
346
20
62
235
112

$0
$17,000
$21,604
$9,450
$500
$4,500
$15,000
$5,000

$17
$4,241
$4,843
$2,363
$0
$1,887
$3,750
$1,500

$0.08
$7.29
$13.05
$6.83
$0.00
$30.44
$15.96
$13.39

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
TOTAL

TOWN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

COMM.
115
61
46
44

PLEDGE
$12,000
$1,200
$1,500
$2,000
$91,884

DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

DES MOINES EAST

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$5,360
$46.61
$300
$4.92
$450
$9.78
$0
$0.00
$24,710

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
SCHLESWIG

49
33
763
1409
210
95
497

$600
$1,000
$20,000
$0
$4,750
$5,000
$17,625
$48,875

$0
$0
$0
$700
$655
$1,250
$4,406
$7,011

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.50
$3.12
$13.16
$8.87

CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
THE GATE
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

ALTOONA
ANKENY
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

122
632
51
142
25
433
111
321
394

$6,600
$6,000
$1,000
$2,500
$1,800
$10,000
$2,640
$6,500
$13,000
$49,840

$1,594
$2,000
$668
$625
$450
$2,500
$660
$2,202
$3,250
$13,949

$13.07
$3.16
$13.10
$4.40
$18.00
$5.77
$5.95
$6.86
$8.25

DES MOINES WEST

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
TOTAL

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

300
180
10
209
25
170
82
443
2387
148
532

$11,000
$0
$0
$1,500
$0
$9,500
$0
$6,120
$72,000
$7,500
$5,000
$97,740

$11,000
$0
$0
$375
$0
$0
$200
$1,020
$12,000
$0
$1,250
$25,845

$36.67
$0.00
$0.00
$1.79
$0.00
$0.00
$2.44
$2.30
$5.03
$0.00
$2.35

FORT DODGE

MT CALVARY
HOLY TRINITY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
TOTAL

EAGLE GROVE
FARNHAMVILLE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY
ROWAN
WEBSTER CITY

67
260
577
177
1111
58
881
110
68
202
51
289

$2,300
$9,000
$20,000
$4,720
$13,200
$4,500
$25,000
$3,000
$6,000
$5,000
$0
$6,000
$98,720

$75
$3,000
$5,000
$301
$5,500
$1,723
$0
$750
$1,500
$833
$0
$1,500
$20,181

$1.12
$11.54
$8.67
$1.70
$4.95
$29.70
$0.00
$6.82
$22.06
$4.13
$0.00
$5.19

LEMARS

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST
TOTAL

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

389
276
24
384
384
537
302
175

$13,320
$5,000
$7,000
$9,000
$7,500
$10,000
$20,500
$4,500
$75,620

$2,988
$0
$2,333
$2,250
$687
$1,667
$5,125
$1,969
$17,019

$7.68
$0.00
$97.21
$5.86
$1.79
$3.10
$16.97
$11.25

MAPLETON

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST PAUL
TOTAL

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
UTE

94
134
84
56
421
89
55
782
272
276

$400
$500
$800
$2,500
$10,800
$6,000
$500
$14,000
$2,000
$10,000
$48,800

$0
$90
$177
$230
$2,700
$1,245
$0
$4,040
$0
$4,653
$13,134

$0.00
$0.67
$2.10
$4.10
$6.41
$13.99
$0.00
$5.17
$0.00
$16.86

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION

TOWN

COMM.

PLEDGE

ACTUAL PER COMM.

SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
FIRST
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE
TOTAL

AUBURN
EARLY
FONDA
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

50
54
21
236
357
219
436
35
210
428

$1,200
$4,000
$400
$6,300
$15,000
$14,500
$12,000
$2,000
$15,500
$7,000
$88,400

$330
$1,032
$100
$1,450
$3,750
$3,394
$7,200
$0
$2,583
$1,750
$21,589

$6.60
$19.11
$4.76
$6.14
$10.50
$15.50
$16.51
$0.00
$12.30
$4.09

SIOUX CITY

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL
TOTAL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

55
144
124
67
616
75
235
1189
706

$3,300
$8,000
$1,200
$1,200
$5,000
$600
$300
$55,000
$18,000
$106,500

$0
$0
$0
$300
$5,170
$150
$0
$18,333
$16,626
$40,580

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$4.48
$8.39
$2.00
$0.00
$15.42
$23.55

SOUTHWEST

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

10
235
518
227
123
245
53
114
110
99

$0
$0
$7,500
$3,000
$2,000
$6,600
$500
$2,200
$6,000
$0
$28,570

$0
$0
$1,875
$0
$500
$1,980
$150
$185
$875
$0
$5,565

$0.00
$0.00
$3.62
$0.00
$4.06
$8.08
$2.83
$1.63
$7.95
$0.00

SPENCER

IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
CONCORDIA
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

ESTHERVILLE
HARTLEY
LAKE PARK
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

251
338
139
40
112
134
72
251
188
21
120
650
743
139

$4,500
$29,800
$2,040
$5,520
$6,000
$6,000
$6,000
$5,000
$8,500
$800
$1,000
$35,000
$35,750
$6,000
$152,910

$743
$7,455
$850
$1,275
$0
$1,500
$1,095
$1,667
$0
$800
$250
$6,240
$9,150
$1,050
$32,075

$2.96
$22.06
$6.12
$31.88
$0.00
$11.19
$15.21
$6.64
$0.00
$38.10
$2.08
$9.60
$12.31
$7.55

STORM LAKE

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION
TOTAL

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

203
259
326
117
337
376
287

$12,800
$4,050
$18,000
$5,000
$10,000
$5,000
$14,200
$71,800

$1,726
$0
$5,605
$1,250
$2,500
$1,183
$1,370
$13,634

$8.50
$0.00
$17.19
$10.68
$7.42
$3.15
$4.77

$333,879

For such a time as this … and beyond, LCEF offers e-tithing and
e-tuition payments through the Joyful Response® program, a
stewardship resource for LCMS congregations, schools and
registered service organizations (RSOs).

Carole White,
MBA

If you are not currently set up to take electronic payments, please
contact your LCEF Iowa Districts East and West Vice President
Carole White. For additional information, please visit lcef.org/joyfulresponse.

Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127

Even when we cannot gather physically in large groups, our offerings
and gifts can be given in a timely manner to support ministry!

LCEF pays the basic fees to get a ministry started. Joyful Response®
allows your members to give one-time gifts or recurring tithes via
800-843-5233 | lcef.org
any of the following:
•
Your church website
•
A mobile phone app
•
A paper enrollment ACH form through your church office
•
Text giving (includes a fee to the service provider)
Joyful Response® is also available for use by schools, nursing homes, childcare ministries, camps, LWML and
other LCMS organizations who wish to offer their families and supporters consistent, convenient payment
options.To request a Joyful Response® Enrollment Packet, please call 800-843-5233, email request@lcef.org or
go to https://lcef.org/joyful-response/.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities
only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully
read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. The State of Washington has adopted a
regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless
they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. Visit lcef.org for details.

JOYFUL RESPONSE

®

Joyful Response is an electronic payment program that allows you to faithfully
steward your financial resources. It saves you and your church time, money and effort.
You control the frequency and amount of payments.
• Make stewardship commitments consistently and conveniently.
•E
 liminate the stress of remembering to fulfill your weekly or monthly contribution plans.

Our congregation
offers a safe and
convenient way
to fulfill your
stewardship
commitments.

• Save paper, stamps and time.

Please sign up by going to your church website, downloading the Give+ app.

Joyful Response service is provided by:

10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020
800-843-5233 | lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank
deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and
sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular.
Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks.
StewardAccount access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. The State of Washington has
adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a
new investment unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older.
0520N046
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Recycle Your Old T-Shirts
THANK YOU to everyone who has volunteered their time and
skills to help others during this pandemic!! What a crazy situation
we are all dealing with!
T-Shirt Tote Bags
It recently came to my attention that the Food Bank of Iowa is
asking for tote bags for their food distribution and for
encouragement cards to include in the totes.
It is amazingly easy and inexpensive! By simply sewing one seam on the bottom of an old t-shirt
and by cutting the neck and arm openings larger, you have created a tote bag. Instead of using
grocery sacks, the totes make food distribution so much easier. These t-shirt totes will easily hold
30 pounds, whereas a grocery bag holds much less.
When I asked how many totes they could use, I
learned that there is no limit as the Food Bank
serves 55 Iowa counties and has over 620 partner
agencies. Partner agencies include food pantries,
soup kitchens, domestic violence shelters,
residential facilities, etc. They function as a
warehouse and distribution facility, distributing
over 1.5 million pounds of food every month.
Check out the following pages for instructions on
delivery/mailing of finished totes.
Encouragement Cards! The Food Bank is also requesting encouragement cards. They include a
card in each tote bag. The directions on how to make the cards is in the attachment. Social
distancing was not an issue when they published the information as they suggest getting together
to make the cards. At the present time, it is best to make them in your home.
Youth! Making the totes and encouragement cards is a great way for youth to get involved and
make a difference. Share the idea with neighbors, friends, grandchildren, etc.
Masks! There are many ways to lend a helping hand to others in need. One way to help is what
many of you have been doing for weeks. Nearly every day, I hear of another nursing home,
hospital, etc. that is desperate for masks.
If you are willing to sew masks but don't have material or elastic, please contact me. I will send
you, at no cost, pre-cut pieces of material and elastic.
Thank you and God’s blessings for all you do to serve others,
Ellie Menz
IDW Disaster Response Coordinator
807 W. South
Jefferson IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
515-370-1159

Hunger is a big problem.
Together, we can solve it.
T-Shirt Tote Bags
1.

Turn T-Shirt inside out and pin bottom of the T-Shirt
along the hem. Using a sewing machine, sew
bottom of T-Shirt closed. These bags will be holding
up to 30 pounds so a reinforced seam is very
important. Flip shirt right side out and lay flat on
table, making sure all seams are lined up.

2.

Place medium-size bowl about half-way over the
neck hole. Using a water-erasable marking pen,
trace along the edge of the bowl. Cut along the
outline, making sure to go through the front and
back sides of the shirt, in order to create an opening
for the bag that's larger than what the neck hole
allows.

3.

Line up the hems on the front and back side of the
sleeve and cut, making sure to go through both
sides of the shirt. Repeat on the other sleeve.

4. Wash the T-Shirt Bag(s) in hot water with detergent
and drop them off at one of our facilities during
business hours.
(Instructions from http://www.marthastewart.com/266942/t-shirt-bag)

The Impact You Will Make
As Food Bank of Iowa mobilizes to meet the increased need for
food we are in need of bags to support the mobile pantries and
school distributions that have adapted via drive thru models.
Drive Thru Mobile Pantries are popping up in response to school
closures, lost wages, and increased need for food across our 55
county service area. Bags are needed to prepack this food to keep
volunteers safe as they meet this need!
Instagram: @FoodBankIowa
Facebook: facebook.com/foodbankiowa
Contact: Michaela Devaney, Volunteer Training and Development
Manager; mdevaney@foodbankiowa.org
The Food Bank of Iowa serves 55 Iowa counties and has over 620
partner agencies. Partner agencies include food pantries, soup
kitchens, domestic violence shelters, residential facilities, etc. We
function as a warehouse and distribution facility, distributing
over 1.5 million pounds of food every month.

2220 E. 17th St Des Moines, IA 50316
Enter through the main entrance (not
the Volunteer Center)
HOW TO CREATE THE BAGS:
Supplies to be procured by the volunteer(s)

Visitors are welcome to all parking
spaces
around the
building
Heavyweight
Cotton
T-Shirts
Scissors & Pen

Our
Mission
is to provide food for
Sewing
Machine

Iowa children, families and seniors to
Medium
Size active
Bowl lives,
lead
full and
strengthening the communities
WHERE
CREATE
THE BAGS
where TO
they
live.
This is a mobile project that can be done
wherever a willing volunteer is!

Our Vision is a hunger-free Iowa.

DELIVER THE BAGS:
Our
Values
are
compassion,
th
2220
E. 17
St., Des
Moines,
IA 50316
commitment,
collaboration,
creativity,
705 W. Main St., Ottumwa, IA 52501
and
courage.
Monday-Thursday
7:30am-4:30pm
Fridays 7:30am-2:00pm

PROMOTE
YOUR
The Food Bank
of WORK:
Iowa serves 55 Iowa
Tag
us on and
Social
Media
photos!
counties
has
overwith
600your
partner
agencies. Partner agencies include food
pantries, soup kitchens, domestic
violence shelters, residential facilities,
Our Mission is to provide food for Iowa
etc.
We function
as aseniors
warehouse
children,
families and
to leadand
full and
distribution
facility,
distributing
over 1.2
active lives, strengthening the communities
million
pounds
where they
live. of food every month.
Our Vision is a hunger-free Iowa.
Our Values are compassion, commitment,
collaboration, creativity, and courage.

For More Information about Food Bank of Iowa, visit www.foodbankiowa.org

Hunger is a big problem.
Together, we can solve it.
BackPack Sack Motivation Cards
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Gather a group of Volunteers to work together
Gather supplies to decorate 3x5” cards
Schedule a time to work together on cards
Create cards to be inserted into our backpack sacks
distributed across 55 counties!
Deliver them to Food Bank of Iowa
Celebrate your hard work!

The Impact You Will Make
2220 E.
St Des
Moines,
HOW
TO17
CREATE
THE
CARDS:IA 50316
th

Over 5,000 notecard sized inspirational messages are placed in
the weekly BackPack sacks Food Bank of Iowa sends home with
children through our programming each week. We provide boxes
of BackPack sacks to partner schools every week. Teachers and
other school staff distribute the bags to kids in need every Friday.
Benefits of the BackPack Program™ are felt most strongly on
Monday mornings, when BackPack sack recipients are better
equipped to learn and behavioral incidents are greatly reduced.
Proper childhood nutrition helps kids succeed in school and
contribute more later in life. All BackPack sacks are provided
entirely free to partner schools.
Approved List of Inspirational Messages:
Additional messages can be pre-approved via email












Reach for the stars!
Be brilliant, be you!
Believe in yourself (I do!)
You are amazing!
Dream big dreams!
Your future is bright!
Dream big, work hard!
Work hard in school!
Anything is possible!
Always believe you can!

Instagram: @FoodBankIowa
Facebook: facebook.com/foodbankiowa
Contact: Michaela Devaney, Volunteer Training and Development
Manager; mdevaney@foodbankiowa.org
The Food Bank of Iowa serves 55 Iowa counties and has over 620
partner agencies. Partner agencies include food pantries, soup
kitchens, domestic violence shelters, residential facilities, etc. We
function as a warehouse and distribution facility, distributing
over 1.5 million pounds of food every month.

10,000 can be created by one group per month
Supplies to be procured by your group

Enter through the main entrance (not
the Strong
Volunteer
Center)
& Colorful
Paper (cardstock,
construction paper, notecards, etc)

Visitors are welcome to all parking
Scissors to make 3x5” cards
spaces
around the building
Markers to write pre-approved messages
Add-ons:
Stickers,
glitter,
and more
Our
Mission
is to
provide
foodare
for

welcome additions to cards! Anything a child

Iowa
children,
families
would
find exciting
to openand
up! seniors to
lead full and active lives,
strengthening
the communities
WHERE
TO CREATE
THE CARDS:
where
they
live.
This is a mobile project that can be done

wherever a group of willing volunteers
gathers!
Our Vision
It is great
is for
a hunger-free
schools, live-in
Iowa.
facilities,
businesses and more!

Our Values are compassion,
DELIVER
THE CARDS:
commitment,
collaboration, creativity,
th
2220
E.
17
St Des Moines, IA 50316
and courage.
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:30pm
Fridays 7:30am-2:00pm

The
Food Bank
of WORK:
Iowa serves 55 Iowa
PROMOTE
YOUR
counties
and
has
over
600your
partner
Tag us on Social Media with
photos!
agencies. Partner agencies include food
pantries, soup kitchens, domestic
violence
Our Mission
shelters,
is to provide
residential
food facilities,
for Iowa
children,
families and
to leadand
full and
etc.
We function
as aseniors
warehouse
active
lives,
strengthening
the
communities
distribution facility, distributing over 1.2
where they
live. of food every month.
million
pounds
Our Vision is a hunger-free Iowa.
Our Values are compassion, commitment,
collaboration, creativity, and courage.

For More Information about Food Bank of Iowa, visit www.foodbankiowa.org
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OUR STAFF WORKERS ARE SUCH A BLESSING!
Many people seem to think that things have “quieted down” at Mission Central. That is
NOT THE CASE!
Our dear special office staff,
Pam Kovarna and Sonya
Sexton, are working every day
with so much to do and so little
time to get everything done.
Yes, in these days we are
receiving a record number of emails and HUNDREDS OF
PHONE CALLS asking for
prayers.
Our staff recently completed a
HUGE assignment. God sent
over 100 notifications of individuals who have chosen to send THRIVENT CHOICE
DOLLARS to Mission Central for support our most needy missionary families. The total for
this month’s THIRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS was a whopping $17,130! This is a
wonderful blessing for our missionaries!
Pictured are Pam and Sonya with their happy smiles as they prepare to send out nearly
100 personal letters thanking each one of our families for designating their THRIVENT
CHOICE gifts for our dear missionaries. What a great way to celebrate Maundy Thursday!
There is always so much going on at this MIRACLE PLACE!

LONG TIME FRIENDS FROM CHARTER OAK AND SUN CITY, WEST
COME TO MISSION CENTRAL
At the Lord’s Mission Central, it seems like each day brings some new MIRACLES and
surprises. So many things happen that we do NOT plan for each day! We have had so
many people stop here at Mission Central who do not have an “appointment,” but just trust
in the Lord that we will be here!

That’s exactly what happened some time ago when two very dear long-time friends “just
happened to drop in” to visit and see this MIRACLE PLACE. They were two friends from
NEAR AND FAR!
Pictured in our office with our
Boss in the background are
Don Hopp (left) and Larry
Jessen (right). Don is a longtime friend from just a few
miles away in Charter Oak,
Iowa, who had never been to
Mission Central. Larry was
born and raised in the
Mapleton area and now
resides in Sun City West,
Arizona. These two men are
second cousins. It was a
JOY to share with them what
God is doing at this MIRACLE PLACE! We have done nothing, but the Lord’s hand of
blessing is indeed on this place in the middle of nowhere.
It was an encouragement to have these special friends spend some time here! We had a
special prayer together in our little wayside prayer chapel before they left. Special friends
are a gift from God!

OVERALLS—A SPECIAL BLESSING IN OUR HISTORY!
At Mission Central, overalls mean a great deal to us. Included are some "history pictures"
of people in overalls. It brings back memories of days when many farmers and family wore
overalls all the time. My dad even wore his new overalls to church with a tie and white
shirt! I thought you would enjoy seeing that people with overalls still come to Mission
Central!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Rev. David Preus and family
Dominican Republic
Saturday, July 25, 2020

1:30 PM

Erin Mackinze
Dominican Republic
Saturday, August 15, 2020
1 PM

Deaconess Kim Bueltmann
Germany
Saturday, September 12, 2020
1 PM

Rev. Herb and Markie Burch
Belize
Saturday, September 12, 2020
1:30 PM

John Wolf and Family
Kenya East Africa
Sunday, October 4, 2020
10 AM

Mission Central-LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, Iowa 51034
Phone: 712-882-1029

Gary Thies - gary.thies@lcms.org
Rev. Brent Smith - brent.smith@lcms.org
www.missioncentral.us

OVERALLS MADE THIS COUNTRY GREAT! MAYBE SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY WORE THEM,
AND I HAVE SO MANY HAPPY MEMORIES OF REAL MISSIONARIES WHO WORE THEM!

MEMORIES OF MY DAD & I IN FRONT OF THE JOHN DEERE!

MAXINE, MOM AND I IN OUR OVERALLS STANDING BY THE SIGN & TRACTORS!

MY LAST PICTURE TAKEN WITH MY DAD AT 93 WITH HIS OVERALLS AT HOME!

REV. ROGER HEINTZ AND JAN VISITING MISSION CENTRAL IN HIS OVERALLS!

SPECIAL OVERALL FRIEND FROM PLEASANTON, NEBRASKA AT MISSION CENTRAL! SPECIAL FRIEND AND HIS WIFE FROM ALGONA, IOWA WHO LOVED OVERALLS!

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

May-June 2020

SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Times that Challenge

Prayers
• For our Siouxland
community as we
continue to see an
increase in Covid-19
infections
• For Carmen as she
recovers from surgery.
• For Herlinda and
Albino, that Albino
might be restored to
health.
• For my father, Steven,
and his health.
• That our Lord would
continue to open
doors for meaningful
connections with our
Hispanic neighbors.

For the Calendar
Our quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting
will be: Tuesday,
June 2 at 6:30
pm. Come and
join us!
Hope Lutheran Church

Y

ou don’t need to guess why Times that Challenge is an
appropriate title for this newsletter. We all understand.
But actually, I’m referring to something slightly diﬀerent
than the physical and mental challenges this pandemic has
been bringing. I’m referring to times that challenge the way
we think about and see the world. It’s been fascinating to see
how all of us are having our views of reality challenged by these
times. Let me explain: Do we tend to think that science and
technology are progressing in such a way that makes humanity
relatively unstoppable, unshakeable, untouchable, and secure?
The world—every people, every class, every economy, every one—
has completely shut down in a matter of months! We’ve never
seen anything on this scale! Humanity is far less secure and far
more shakeable than we know! These are truly times that
challenge! Do we tend to think that having faith in God means
exemption from suﬀering? Or that really believing is all that’s

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Action Steps
Our Hispanic Ministry
Committee focuses on a
couple “action plan”
items each quarter to
keep us moving forward
and aligned to our goals
as we serve our Hispanic
neighbors. Right now, we
are planning two things:
(1) Weekly open-gym
activities for the kids in
our neighborhood—
shooting baskets, pizza,
and a devotion to close.
(2) Packets of devotional
materials, invitations, and
some treats to deliver
during door-to-door
visits. Both of these plans
are on hold until this virus
passes, but we are
gearing up so we’re
ready to go when
possible!

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

May-June 2020

needed to have our best life now? No. Faith does not
exempt us and suﬀering does not discriminate along
political, religious, or racial lines. Prayers aren’t always
answered how we’d like. Dreams can vanish in a moment
and “your best life now” becomes an empty phrase only
highlighting the pain and loss. These are truly times
that challenge! As Christians, we find ourselves on our
knees praying like our Lord in Gethsemane, “My Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me [from my family, from my
community, from my nation]; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will” (Matt. 26:39). We are reminded that His ways are not
our ways. Faith takes on a deeper, perhaps more painful,
character. It means letting go. It means we are not in
control. These are truly times that challenge! As we
are being challenged—physically, mentally, and spiritually—
may our Lord grant us His peace which surpasses all
understanding! The only enduring peace available.

Interested in Supporting?
We’re still in need of close to
$50,000 to sustain our
Siouxland Hispanic Ministry
in 2020. If you’d like to join
us, please send aid to the
address below. Checks can be
paid to Hope Lutheran
Church with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

Now, for a few things going on and some photos from the
past (since social distancing guidelines have put most things
on hold):
1. Since people are at home, we’re thinking of better ways
to reach them at home. We’ve formed a WhatsApp group (a
messaging service very popular throughout most of the
world). We now have nearly 30 people in our group
receiving daily audio and video devotions from Pastor
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

May-June 2020

Henry and me. We’ve never met most members of the group in person,
so it’s been a good way to pave the way for new connections and
relationships.
2. I’ve been asked by a community leader to be the primary contact person for all Spanish
speakers in our county who call our “211” Nebraska hotline looking for social services. I pray
this will lead to many new connections and an increased reputation as “the church who speaks
our language and is here to serve.”
3. Typically, we’ve had our Spanish services on Sunday evenings. With the goal of helping our
Anglo and Hispanic members feel more united, we’ll be having our English and Spanish
services at the same time (Sundays at 9:30 am). This will
allow our Hispanic kids to go to Sunday school with
their peers, the adults to share some coﬀee and donuts,
and it will also open opportunities for bilingual services
on special occasions.
Picture on page 1: I joined a group of community
members who parked outside the Tyson meat plant at
the shift change to hold signs showing our support and
appreciation for their hard work as they continue to
supply our area with food.
Picture on page 2: You see my little “flock” (as one
member called it) of catechism students. They have
enjoyed participating in the services…they get to show
the adults how they’ve been memorizing the Lord’s
Prayer and Creed. I have 3 more students who are not
in this photo.
Left, above: POST-catechism Diary Queen
adventures. Notice the strategic placement of the sugarhigh (never pre-catechism).
Left, below: I was invited to the 1 year
anniversary of Unity in Action, a local
organization specializing in immigration issues
and advocacy. They have asked me to join them
for various events and planning sessions.

That’s it for now! May our Lord
bless you and keep you! Thank you
for your continued prayers and
financial support of our Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo
Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“They were all together”
“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together
in one place” (Acts 2:1).
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit! Amen!
The Peace of the Lord be with you!
It is now June and we are still having to suffer from the
effects of the Coronavirus. The effects I am speaking of are the
restrictions to daily life: restrictions to travelling, restrictions to
shopping, restrictions to working, restrictions to playing, and
restrictions to learning. There are even restrictions to worship
no matter the religion and you must stand and sit at least six
feet away from the next person. Perhaps, the most distressing
restriction of all is that to the homes for the elderly and infirm,
the people to whom the lamplighters have ministered for so
many years, the people of whom the Lord Jesus has called us
always to help and assist. Your home and you are now off
limits to all visitors including those who bring the Good News of
Salvation, the comfort of forgiveness and the hope of eternal
life in Jesus Christ alone.
We know that the day is coming when the restrictions will
be lifted and we will again be allowed to visit personally and
share the Gospel with you face-to-face. Until that day, we must
live in this fallen world and deal with the work of Satan to
prevent the Gospel of Jesus being preached to those in need.
But remember that Jesus has already defeated Satan at the
cross and empty tomb.
Satan was at work in the early days of the church just like
today. As we heard on Easter—the Resurrection of Our Lord
Jesus—“on the evening of that day, the first day of the week,
the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said…” (John

20:19). And, “Eight days later, his disciples were inside again…
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them” (John 20:26).
They were together when Jesus died. They were together
when Jesus was raised. They were together when they were
afraid. They were together when filled with joy. They were
together when Jesus came to them and they were together
when Jesus set His Holy Spirit upon them at Pentecost. They
were all together.
Now, it seems that we are not together. And certainly for
those of you in care facilities, you feel as though you are alone;
kept from leaving your apartment, front doors locked and
monitored, so that no one infected is able to come in. But, even
at this time, you are not alone. Brothers and sisters all over the
world are praying for you, that God would uphold you with His
righteous right hand. It is Jesus who tells the disciples in the
upper room, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:26).
The Holy Spirit would cause them to remember what He told
them.
That is faith, when the Holy Spirit breaks into your day,
when you are alone, and He reminds you of the things He told
you at your baptism, in Sunday School, in church, maybe even
in your family devotions.
He began by telling you, you are forgiven of all your sins,
and then you were washed clean as a sign of that forgiveness.
So, take the time to remind yourself—let the Holy Spirit bring to
your remembrance—your baptism, making the sign of the cross
on yourself and reminding yourself that you are a baptized child
of God who is forgiven.
The Holy Spirit will bring to your remembrance, the words
of Jesus to Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that he

gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Or the
words of Jesus from the cross, “It is finished” (John 19:28). Or
from the mount of ascension, “Behold I am with you always, to
the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). And finally, “for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him. Pray then like this;
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:8-13).
The Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance the great gifts
of forgiveness, life and salvation when we are together to give
us strength of faith when we are not together so that we look
forward in hope to the day we are all together again in his
kingdom as described by John, “And behold a great multitude
…, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the lamb,
and crying out in a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb’” (Rev. 7:9-10).
Therefore, together with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven, with saints on earth and saints in
heaven we praise the God of heaven in the name of and for the
sake of Jesus Christ who died and is alive.
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Together on the Way!
Rev. Steven E. Stoll
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hinton
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Camp Okoboji
On May 5, it was announced that Camp Okoboji
canceled their 2020 Summer Programs, Large
Groups, & Family Reunions. This decision wasn’t
easy, but was entirely directed by the overall intent
to care for the needs of our guests—in faith, in body,
and in spirit.
Our Family Ministry Cabins for the 2020 Summer
Season will resume with some modifications due to
COVID-19. We anticipate serving many families at
Camp Okoboji in providing them a week of family
refreshment, faith enrichment, and community
building. We will strive to serve our program
participants in creative, unconventional ways as well.
Continue to keep your Camp in your prayers and we
look forward to when we can all gather again to be
Refreshed In Body & Spirit.

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road Suite C Fort Dodge, IA 50501
phone: 515-573-3138/fax: 515-573-3130
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

During Recovery from the Pandemic & Always—We’re Here to Help
Resources For You, Your Family, & Your Members
Developed by Your LFS Team—Helpful New Resources Available at LutheranFamilyService.org/Resources
We encourage you to visit the Lutheran Family Service web site (LutheranFamilyService.org/Resources/COVID-19 Resources) to find
these and other helpful articles during these uncertain times.
Email our office at info@LutheranFamilyService.org and ask to be added to our e-news for more timely and helpful resources.

Helping Your High School Seniors Grieve
Know of High School Seniors whose lives have been
turned upside down by changes imposed by COVID-19?
Find helpful information for them from someone who
has experienced loss and now works with others to heal.

Take a Military Approach to COVID-19
Learn 6 helpful approaches for those living through the
COVID-19 pandemic from a career military chaplain,
building on military training for responding to crisis.

See Something - Say Something

Help for You, Your Family,
Parishioners & Community Members
Confidential, convenient, and helpful
are three words to describe LFS’ distance
counseling program.
While in-person sessions are sometimes
preferred, they are not always possible.
Distance counseling allows you to receive
professional counseling services from one
of our Masters-level trained counselors
who shares your faith and value base.

“See Something—Say Something” was the prompt to
spot and report unusual behavior after the 2001 terrorist
attacks. Should we do the same as we become aware of
people struggling today? Learn more here.

6 Fun Activities for Toddlers in Quarantine
Know a mom with toddlers stuck at home who’s running out of ideas? An LFS team member who is a young
mother shares six fun (and one not-so-fun) activities to
do with your toddler during this time.

I’m the Spouse of an Essential Worker
Spouses of those who must go to work in dangerous
situations are living through days of stress and
worry. An LFS team member who is the wife of an
essential worker shares 3 ways to support him and
to cope.

The One Essential Thing
We’ve heard a lot lately about what government and
community leaders think is “essential” during the COVID19 recovery. Here’s a new look at what is “essential”...

Appointments are available virtually
through your computer or smartphone
regardless of your location within the state
of Iowa.
See the Lutheran Family Service web site
(LutheranFamilySerivce.org/distancecounseling) or call us at 515-251-4900 to
learn more or to schedule an appointment.

LutheranFamilyService.org

The Prof Insights: Faculty-Led Workshop Series offers three
days of in-depth study on contemporary topics that influence
the practice of ministry and worship. Bringing the Seminary to
you, members of Concordia Seminary’s faculty host workshops
live online to share their expertise with pastors, church workers
and laypeople.
www.csl.edu/workshop-series

Is There a Lot of Paperwork?
No! Simply fill out one brief form with your contact information and the amount you are pledging/
donating. When you’re ready to send your donation,
make your check to the Iowa Lutheran STO and send it
to ILSTO, BOX 176, TERRIL, IA 51364.

The tax credit certificate is sent directly to you
from the STO, to be attached to your tax return.
It is that simple.

Donation Deadline
The donation deadline for the 2020-2021 school year is
December 31, 2020. Although the deadline to receive
gifts is in December, we like to get the funds pledged
or raised by November each year. Be sure to return
your pledge early, because once our total has been
raised, we may not be able to accept your donation
and you’ll miss out on the tax credit.

Member schools in the Iowa Lutheran STO

•

Trinity Lutheran, Boone

•

Valley Lutheran, Cedar Falls

•

Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids

•

Clarinda Lutheran

•

Trinity Lutheran, Davenport

•

Zion Lutheran, Denison

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Fort Dodge

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Latimer

•

Central Lutheran, Newhall

•

Zion-St. John Lutheran, Paullina

•

Community Lutheran, Readlyn

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Sioux City

•

Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran, Spencer

•

Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

IOWA LUTHERAN
STO

ILSTO
BOX 176
TERRIL, IA 51364
www.iowalutheransto.org
Ph. 712-260-2991
Dewey Torkelson
Program Manager

Give the gift of school choice to an ILSTO

Your donation to the Iowa Lutheran STO gives
qualifying families the ability to choose a Christian
education that is academically excellent and supports
the values our families cherish. In return, you will
receive an Iowa tax credit and the gift of knowing that
you helped some great children attend a Lutheran
School!

How Much Money is Available for
the Tax Credits?

Is a Tax Credit Better Than
a Tax Deduction?

For the 2020-2021 school year, ILSTO has been
allocated $950,000. These funds need to be received
by December 31, 2020.

A tax deduction simply reduces the total amount of
income on which your tax is computed. A tax
credit is taken directly off the amount you owe in
state taxes and is better than a deduction.

What is a School Tuition
Organization?

The legislation restricts tuition grants to students living
in households with incomes that do not exceed an
amount equal to four times the federal poverty guideline based on family size. This is an increase from
three times in 2018, which means even more families
will qualify. This also means that our STO needs more
donations. Families that meet these guidelines
complete an application. The ILSTO Committee then
allocates these funds based on a formula in a
confidential, timely manner.

A School Tuition Organization (STO) is a charitable
organization representing two or more accredited
nonpublic schools in Iowa that receives contributions
from Iowa taxpayers and allocates those funds in
tuition grants to Iowa families. The grants are used to
attend one of the schools in the STO.
“This is a great way for me to direct some of my
tax dollars. The tax credit is extremely generous
and I can take 35% of the gift as a deduction on
my federal income taxes! The STO mails me my
tax certificate and I simply submit it with my state
taxes. What a great way to support Christian
education.”
—STO Donor

The Basics of Giving to the STO:
1.
2.
3.

4.

Contribute to the ILSTO and designate your gift.
Receive a 65% tax credit off your final Iowa state
income tax bill.
You may be able to deduct 35% of your
contribution on your federal tax return form
when you itemize.
Best of all, your contribution goes directly to help
provide a Christian education for a Lutheran School
student who could not otherwise afford it.

Who May Receive These Tuition
Grants?

This is the most generous Iowa tax credit
available.
What About My Federal
Income Tax?
You are allowed to deduct 35% of the donation
amount as a charitable contribution. (Using a
$10,000 example, you could use $3,500
as a charitable contribution deduction.) Please
consult your tax advisor about how to maximize
your contribution.

Who Can Donate To An STO?
Any Iowa taxpayer can donate. In addition, STOs can
receive donations from partnerships, S-Corporations,
LLCs, estates, or trusts electing to have income taxed
directly to the individual. Donors receive an Iowa
income tax credit equal to 65% of the total amount of
a donation made to an STO. Both cash and non-cash
items such as stock are acceptable donations.

35%
65%

Federal Deduction

Iowa Tax Credit

