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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALL DECLINED
Rev. Chris Nitzel, St. Paul, Hartley, to Senior Pastor, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer,
Kokomo, IN.
CALL ACCEPTED
Rev. Mark Hansen, EM, Humboldt, to Associate Pastor, Zion, Humboldt.
TRANSFERRED IN
Rev. Klaus Raab, EM, from Nebraska District, August 3, 2020.
COMMISSIONED MINISTER
TRANSFERRED OUT
Sarah (Rethwisch) Wudtke, Candidate, to Mid-South District, July 31, 2020.

Calendar of Events
September 7...Labor Day, District Office Closed
September 19...LWML Fall Retreat, Mission Central

Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

515.576.7666
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
www.idwlcms.org

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Planting Together
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409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Are You Afraid?

This is a special time. In all my 78 years, this old
Missionary has never seen anything like this! It is
estimated that in the Holy Bible, there could be about
365 verses that refer to these words… "FEAR NOT"
and "DON'T BE AFRAID." We now live in a country
that is very much afraid. In these last months, I have
had many people call who want to pray and be
prayed for during this time.
In Proverbs 3:5-6, we read these words: "TRUST
IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND LEAN NOT ON YOUR
OWN UNDERSTANDING; IN ALL YOUR WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE
HIM, AND HE SHALL DIRECT YOUR PATHS.” We have checked with
all of our over 120 missionary families, and at this time we have been
blessed and protected so that NOT ONE of our missionaries has been
impacted by the Virus! We have to use common sense at a time like
this, but this very fact reminds us that HE SHALL DIRECT YOUR PATH
also!
The comfort that we have each day comes from the words of our
dear Lord Jesus found in John 16:33: "IN THIS WORLD YOU WILL
HAVE TROUBLE. BUT TAKE HEART! I HAVE OVERCOME THE
WORLD!" We need to remember the words that are written on our currency and coin in this great country that God has blessed so abundantly...IN GOD WE TRUST! Please continue to keep our dear missionaries
in your personal prayers each day!
Gary Thies, Mission Development Counselor
gary.thies@lcms.org

College Scholarships for Full-time Church Work – Joy in Ministry
Iowa District West is blessed with money that
has been gifted for the support of students
choosing church work as a full-time career.
The scholarship committee was able to award
over $200,000 to seminarians, those studying
to be Lutheran teachers, DCEs and the like,
and those attending a Concordia. Please
pray for more people to consider church work as a full-time career and
as you can, talk to young people about considering full-time church work
as a career. There is much “Joy in Ministry” as one serves the church
full-time. For more information contact Rev. Tom Schlund (515-2953518 or pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org).
What can you do for Iowa Lutheran elementary and secondary
schools? Support the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
(ILSTO). This is a way to expand our schools and reach out to those in
our churches and community. By donating to ILSTO more students are
able to receive more financial aid to enable them to attend. In addition,
the benefit to you is a great tax credit of 65% on your Iowa state taxes. For example, donate $1000 and receive an Iowa tax credit of $650,
plus a $350 charitable deduction on your federal taxes. A total
of $462,000 was recently disbursed to families who will be attending
Iowa Lutheran schools this fall. This was only 60% of our 2019 goal.
Currently ILSTO has collected 12% of its 2020 goal so we need your
help. For further information, please contact Dewey Torkelson at 712260-2991. You might also check the websites: www.iowalutheransto.org
and www.iowasto.org
Organist Workshop in Iowa District East
Looking to improve your organ playing? Or are you a pianist and wish
you knew more about playing for worship services? Join us at our Organist Workshop at College Hill Lutheran Church, Saturday, November
14 from 9 AM-4 PM. Rev. Sean Daenzer, Director of Worship and International Center Chaplain for the LCMS will be our presenter. Cost for the
workshop is $40. Contact College Hill Lutheran at 319-266-1274 or email
chconservatory@gmail.com with any questions or for a paper registration. To register online go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/organistworkshop-tickets-109207885726.
Calendar of Events
September 7...Labor Day, District Office Closed
September 19...LWML Fall Retreat, Mission Central
October 4-6...District Pastors Conference
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference Postponed until 2021
New Date: October 21-22, 2021
Same theme, location, and God-willing the same
speakers.
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
Conference Location: Sheraton, West Des Moines
________________________________________________________________________
SHARE IDEAS with OTHERS - We can learn from each other
Please share with us what you have been doing or what you plan to do for families for
Sunday school. We would love to share best practices so other congregations can glean ideas
on how to continue to reach children, youth, and parents with the Gospel.
Learning God’s Word and staying grounded is so important. There is nothing greater than
the foundation that Jesus has for us. As the great hymn says, “My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness – all other ground is sinking sand.” We need to continue to
point people to JESUS and help equip them to lead their families in faith. Email me at
Rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org to share what you are doing.
Concordia Publishing House (www.cph.org) continues to be a great place to look for Christ
centered resources for children, youth and families.

Should we gather in person for Bible class and Sunday school?
What are churches doing?
Churches are varied on gathering for Sunday school. Some are comfortable because of smaller
numbers and their ability to social distance, others are doing an online version, others have
decided to hold off until January. I would suggest you take into consideration the following:
1) How are we staying connected with families?
2) How are we equipping families to share God’s Word within their homes?
3) What can we do to assure families that we have taken precautions to keep them safe to
gather at church?
4) What are we as a church doing to promote spiritual growth in addition to providing
worship service opportunities?

Resources
Family Edition KINDLING the Heart
Kindling the Heart: Nurturing Young Christ-like Servant Leaders
provides 52 devotions. Each time you meet around God's Word
this book has
• a Big Idea
• Talking Points
• Try this Action with your family
Bit by bit you plant seeds and water the hearts and minds of your
children. God will be faithful in providing the growth.
KINDLING the Heart can be ordered through Amazon.

Concordia Publishing House
The way forward is with courage.
Every crisis brings disorientation. Whether you’re dealing with a
natural disaster, political unrest, or something as strange as the
COVID-19 pandemic, life changes. In the middle of crisis and
change, Jesus Christ remains the same. As Christians, we are
called to live by faith in Christ and in love toward our neighbors.
Faith in the Shadow of a Pandemic discusses the impact of
upheaval, important lessons learned from COVID-19, and how
we can best serve our neighbors during times of chaos.

Households of Faith Kit from Lutheran Hour Ministries
Explore ways you can nurture the faith of your household
with tools, based on Barna research, for your individual
household and those of your congregation. Each kit includes
one Barna HHF monograph, The Spiritually Vibrant Home
book, Households of Faith Small Group Study DVD, selected
Project Connect booklets, The Household Magnet, Vibrant
Conversations deck, and online course info.

YOUTH GATHERINGS
COMING TO YOU VIRTUALLY
Save the dates and times!
NO COST!
Junior Youth
October 17, 2020
Virtual Event 7-8:30 pm
Where: Your Church
Featuring: Guest speaker, Music with Swen and Dean, Trivia
Fun, Camp Okoboji!
How: Online

DETAILS COMING SOON
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Are You Ready to Go Fishing?
My first fishing trip was a disaster. I was completely unprepared for the event. It was my dad’s
wonderful idea for a father/son adventure. It was cold. It started at an ungodly early hour. We
went in his boat and he drove too fast for a kid who did not know how to swim! We couldn’t
use plastic bait. Oh no, we had to go old school and use live worms! In case you haven’t picked
up on it yet I am not an outdoorsy kind of guy. My idea of the perfect vacation is a nice fivestar hotel with room service. This fishing trip taught me valuable lessons. In Mark 1, we find
Jesus calling the first disciples. He makes them an unusual offer, “17Come, follow me,” he
said, “and I’ll show you how to fish for people.” Here are two things I know about fishing:
1. Fishing is Unpredictable
To explore this fact, take a trip with me back to Nineveh. A quick reminder: God sent Jonah to
warn the King of Nineveh that His wrath was coming because of their wickedness.
2 “Get

up and go to Nineveh, that great city, and declare against it the proclamation that I am
commanding you.” 3 And Jonah got up and went to Nineveh, according to the Lord’s word. (Now
Nineveh was indeed an enormous city, a three days’ walk across.)
But when the King heard the warning, he did something unpredictable, he repented. “…the king
of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, stripped himself of his robe, covered himself with
mourning clothes, and sat in ashes.7 Then he announced, ‘In Nineveh, by decree of the king and
his officials: Neither human nor animal, cattle nor flock, will taste anything! No grazing and no
drinking water! 8 Let humans and animals alike put on mourning clothes, and let them call upon
God forcefully! And let all persons stop their evil behavior and the violence that’s under their
control!’ 9 He thought, Who knows? God may see this and turn from his wrath, so that we might
not perish.”
Due to this change of heart, God changed His mind and spared them His wrath. “10 God saw
what they were doing—that they had ceased their evil behavior. So God stopped planning to
destroy them, and he didn’t do it.”
2. Fishing Takes Total Commitment
On a recent trip to Haiti, I heard a Haitian pastor illustrate to his congregation the need for total
commitment to Christ. His parable: A certain man wanted to sell his house for $2,000. Another
man wanted very badly to buy it, but because he was poor, he couldn't afford the full price.
After much bargaining, the owner agreed to sell the house for half the original price with just
one stipulation: He would retain ownership of one small nail protruding from just over the
door.

After several years, the original owner wanted the house back, but the new owner was
unwilling to sell. So, the first owner went out, found the carcass of a dead dog, and hung it from
the single nail he still owned. Soon the house became unlivable and the family was forced to
sell the house to the owner of the nail.
The Haitian pastor's conclusion: "If we leave the Devil with even one small peg in our life, he
will return to hang his rotting garbage on it, making it unfit for Christ's habitation."
Dale A. Hays, Leadership, Vol. X, No. 3 (Summer, 1989), p. 35.
Jesus never says love the Lord your God with most of your heart. Nor some of your mind, nor
with some of your strength. The verse reads, “29 Jesus replied, ‘The most important one is Israel,
listen! Our God is the one Lord,30 and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength’” (Mark 12:29-30).
Other places in the Bible we see clearly God expects total commitment. “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5).
When Jesus called the fishermen, they didn’t have time to call a church meeting or a family
forum to discuss the option. It was a simple, quick, and all-in moment. Will you come and
follow me and become fishers of me? Will you take up the call to change the world? Are you
willing to leave everything you know and have been trained to do? Then sit at my feet and
produce a harvest and store up for yourselves a treasure in heaven. Here is something the
reader needs to ponder, what has God called you to accomplish for the kingdom? What has He
uniquely gifted you to do? If you stop and think about it, you probably already know.
What is holding you back from answering God’s call to come and follow? Know this, if God
called you, He has also equipped you and empowered you to do whatever it is He is calling you
to do. Be bold and courageous and follow the Master’s call. You have been called, equipped,
and empowered to do something extraordinary for God and His Kingdom. Follow your calling!

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending July 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$104,420

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$702,000

Actual Receipts

$673,298

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(28,702)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$315,900

Balance for District programs & ministries

$305,628

Total Receipts

$673,298

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending July 2020

$673,298

Month ending July 2019

$690,205

Over (under) last year

$16,907

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150
AS CARETAKERS OF GOD’S GIFTS,
WE ARE TO BE RESPONSIBLE
WHETHER WE ARE GIVEN LITTLE
OR MUCH.
“Everyone to whom much was given,
of him much will be required, and
from him to whom they entrusted much,
they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48).

Thomas Carlyle wrote, “Adversity is sometimes hard upon man, but for one man who can stand prosperity,
there are a hundred that will stand adversity.” Of the two extremes, wealth or poverty, we seem to be much
more capable of handling the scarcity of money rather than the abundance of it. God’s Word suggests that
the possession of riches is often a spiritual liability. Jesus said, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter
the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:24-25). Money can become a curse if we treat it as a substitute for God.
When God has our hearts, He has us and our money.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Typically, this paragraph includes a District budget/stewardship highlight. I’ll take a break this month from that
thought and focus on a different topic – cultivating a culture of Kingdom generosity. “Christian Kingdom
generosity gushes out of the heart and soul of the redeemed believer. It is cultivated and ripened through love for
God and gratefulness for Christ’s atoning sacrifice. Generosity should never be forced or guilt-driven, it should
flow lovingly from the believer’s heart.” Author: Rev. B. Keith Haney

Congregational Quarterly Financial Report
Included in The Messenger is the report for congregational support for the second quarter
(February 1 - July 31, 2020) of the first six months of the District’s fiscal period. Review
your church’s mission pledge to make sure your budget receipts are up to date. This report
includes only District/Synod receipts and no restricted missionary support or other program
income. Your mission dollars enable us to be “On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!”

Compensation & Benefit Recommendations
One of the top needs of congregations is a method for determining fair and equitable
compensation for their employees. When projecting salaries next year for professional
church workers, remember to review the District Compensation Recommendations 20192021 that were approved at the last District Convention. Click on the Compensation tab under the stewardship link
(www.idwlcms.org/stewardship.php).
As another option, under “Links of interest,” check out the Synod’s Tool called Concordia Plan Services
Compensation Tool for pastors and education staff. It provides a range rather than a specific number. This Tool
provides a systematic, uniform method for determining salaries using geographic data and calculating
compensation estimates for various professional church work positions in the LCMS. Salaries generated by the
Compensation Tool are only suggestions; congregations are under no obligation to use the figures generated by the
Tool. The Tool is simply another resource used by congregations around the Synod to help you determine fair and
appropriate compensation for your workers. Click here for the direct link.

Concordia Plan Services
The deadline for submitting the 2021 Concordia Health Plan Election Form is September 4
(effective on January 1, 2021). The average rate increase is only 5% for all health plan
options and the rates are remaining the same for the retirement and disability plans. The
annual open enrollment for workers and their dependents is from November 2-20, 2020. The
CPS employer resource team led by Sally Malinee (314.885.6829) and the District Business
Manager Roger Curtis (515.576.7666) are available to answer your questions.

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurer’s Workshop
Mark your calendar to attend the upcoming workshop this fall, tentatively on Saturday, November 14 (location
TBA or the program may be held online). The guest speaker will be CPA Paul Pettit. He is the Business Manager
at the Nebraska District and brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise. Watch for more details.

The Do's and Don'ts of Political Activities by Churches
It won’t be long and the November election will be over along with all the advertising! You are encouraged to
exercise your freedoms and vote. What can pastors and churches do that is legal? Find answers to this and other
related questions in this collection of articles at ChurchLawandTax.com.
Did you know that The Presidential Prayer Team has been the source thousands of Americans have turned to for
encouragement and inspiration to pray for America’s leaders? This ministry has a great resource called 2020 Pray
the Vote Guide; to order click here.

October is Clergy Appreciation Month
Clergy Appreciation Month is a special time when congregations honor their
pastor(s) and his family for their hard work and sacrificial dedication. You might
consider a special service of affirmation, a potluck event, or planting a tree in their
honor. The sky’s the limit! It is usually scheduled in October but can be held at any
time that is convenient for the church. Brainstorm ideas now so you can celebrate
later this fall. For additional ideas, download details from Focus on the Family’s
Clergy Appreciation Month Planning Guide or www.parsonage.org/cam.
What can you do to support your pastor?

The 41st Regular Convention of Iowa District West
Planning your budget for 2021? Remember to budget for the District
Convention scheduled for June 27-29, 2021 at Camp Okoboji. Tentatively,
there will be a small rate increase for the convention assessment: calculate $70
per congregation and 22¢ per communicant member.
In IDW we are blessed to have Camp Okoboji host the District Convention
which allows us to keep assessment rates extremely low compared to other
districts. There is a slight increase to cover Covid-19 challenges that may
come up. This will be the first increase since 2009.

Super Sweet Stewardship deal for you!
This year the Stewardship Committee not only purchased one stewardship program
but two! The programs are titled Faithful Stewards of God's Gifts and Blessed by
Grace to Give. These resources are free to IDW congregations. Ron Chewning, of
Stewardship Advisors provided IDW with a 2 for 1 deal. The goal of this three-week
emphasis is to address whole-life Christian stewardship focusing on Scripturally based
and grace-centered messages. The program includes Bible studies, bulletin messages,
children messages, daily devotions, flyers, lay reader talks, letters, newsletter articles,
PowerPoint presentations, sermons, trifold brochure, worship helps. Check it all out
online at www.idwlcms.org/stewardship.php.
Please note: this material is licensed for the sole use by congregations of Iowa District
West. However, they may be purchased by contacting Ron Chewning
at stewardshipadv@aol.com.

Religious Freedom & Supreme Court Updates
If you missed the front page of the Reporter, August 2020, you can now read all about it regarding recent Supreme
Court rulings impacting religious freedoms and how it will impact your ministry. Click here to read the LCMS
article or click here to read the Concordia Plan Services online blog article.
In summary: Federal employment discrimination laws should not apply to teachers who perform vital religious
duties at church-run schools.
The Supreme Court case, Bostock v. Clayton County, was a landmark civil rights case in which the Court held that
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protects employees against discrimination
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity (so now gay, lesbian, and
transgender employees are a protected class). The original founders of our land
certainly did not intend this to be part of the law. How will this impact the church?
The jury is still out on that one. LCMS President Matthew Harrison has a good letter
online titled ‘Sex’ and the Supreme Court. To read the article, click here.

Congregation Mission Support – Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2020 through July 31, 2020
CIRCUIT
ADAIR

CONGREGATION
HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FIRST
FAITH
TOTAL

TOWN
ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WIOTA
WINTERSET

ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ZION
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL
TOTAL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LIVERMORE
LONE ROCK
LUVERNE
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
TOTAL

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
ZION
TOTAL

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANILLA
MANNING

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL
TOTAL

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN

BOONE

CARROLL

CHEROKEE

COUNCIL BLUFFS

COMM.
132
538
117
187
118
204
110
102
37

PLEDGE
$0
$20,400
$200
$200
$5,100
$5,000
$0
$1,500
$600
$32,940

1056
29
234
133
261
130
18
356
75
116
90
160
36
134
145

$62,000
$5,000
$4,500
$4,500
$14,666
$5,000
$6,000
$24,000
$3,000
$10,000
$5,000
$28,800
$1,320
$6,000
$500
$759,720

31,750
0
2,131
277
3,000
3,333
3,000
12,000
1,515
2,790
0
14,400
770
0
250

$50,000
$32,000
$5,000
$5,000
$20,000
$1,000
$10,000
$11,000
$1,000
$132,000

25,050
17,004
3,265
3,300
5,000
250
5,000
3,394
1,000

$6,000
$1,200
$25,500
$800
$3,900
$4,000
$0
$8,000
$49,200

3,500
730
9,136
600
1,030
2,192
500
3,897

653
375
163
573
224
21
346
297
80

405
159
385
72
108
55
135
538

293
395
238
114
271
525
104
234

207
582
371
346
20

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$0.00
0
$22.12
11,900
$1.71
200
$1.07
200
$34.32
4,050
$12.26
2,500
$0.00
0
$14.33
1,462
$12.16
450
$20,762
$30.07
$0.00
$9.11
$2.08
$11.49
$25.64
$166.67
$33.71
$20.20
$24.05
$0.00
$90.00
$21.39
$0.00
$1.72

$75,217
$38.36
$45.34
$20.03
$5.76
$22.32
$11.90
$14.45
$11.43
$12.50

$63,263
$8.64
$4.59
$23.73
$8.33
$9.54
$39.85
$3.70
$7.24

$21,586

6,259
7,500
2,672
3,000
1,000
1,320
0
1,651

$30,000
$15,000
$8,000
$6,000
$1,000
$3,000
$2,000
$4,800
$79,500

$23,402

$0
$17,000
$21,604
$9,450
$500

33
8,483
9,509
4,725
0

$21.36
$18.99
$11.23
$26.32
$3.69
$2.51
$0.00
$7.06

$0.16
$14.58
$25.63
$13.66
$0.00

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION
ST JOHN
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
TOTAL

TOWN
HASTINGS
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
SCHLESWIG

CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
THE GATE
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

ALTOONA
ANKENY
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
TOTAL

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

MT CALVARY
HOLY TRINITY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
TOTAL

EAGLE GROVE
FARNHAMVILLE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY
ROWAN
WEBSTER CITY

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST
TOTAL

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK

DES MOINES EAST

DES MOINES WEST

FORT DODGE

LEMARS

MAPLETON

COMM.
62
235
112
115
61
46
44

PLEDGE
$4,500
$15,000
$5,000
$12,000
$1,200
$1,500
$2,000
$91,884

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$42.53
2,637
$31.91
7,500
$26.79
3,000
$68.26
7,850
$9.84
600
$19.57
900
$0.00
0
$45,237

49
33
763
1409
210
95
497

$600
$1,000
$20,000
$0
$4,750
$5,000
$17,625
$48,875

0
0
10,000
1,000
925
3,750
8,812

$6,600
$6,000
$1,000
$2,500
$1,800
$10,000
$2,640
$6,500
$13,000
$49,840

2,833
3,500
1,169
1,249
900
5,833
1,320
3,320
6,500

122
632
51
142
25
433
111
321
394

300
180
10
209
25
170
82
443
2387
148
532

67
260
577
177
1111
58
881
110
68
202
51
289

389
276
24
384
384
537
302
175

94
134
84
56

$0.00
$0.00
$13.11
$0.71
$4.40
$39.47
$17.73

$24,488
$23.23
$5.54
$22.92
$8.80
$36.00
$13.47
$11.89
$10.34
$16.50

$26,626

$11,000
$0
$0
$1,500
$0
$9,500
$0
$6,120
$72,000
$7,500
$5,000
$97,740

11,000
0
0
750
0
4,740
300
3,060
36,000
375
2,500

$2,300
$9,000
$20,000
$4,720
$13,200
$4,500
$25,000
$3,000
$6,000
$5,000
$0
$6,000
$98,720

150
6,000
9,999
2,112
8,800
2,189
0
750
3,000
833
0
3,000

$36.67
$0.00
$0.00
$3.59
$0.00
$27.88
$3.66
$6.91
$15.08
$2.53
$4.70

$58,725
$2.24
$23.08
$17.33
$11.93
$7.92
$37.75
$0.00
$6.82
$44.12
$4.13
$0.00
$10.38

$36,834

$13,320
$5,000
$7,000
$9,000
$7,500
$10,000
$20,500
$4,500
$75,620

5,227
2,400
4,083
4,500
2,356
1,666
10,250
2,778

$400
$500
$800
$2,500

0
90
326
399

$13.44
$8.70
$170.13
$11.72
$6.14
$3.10
$33.94
$15.88

$33,262
$0.00
$0.67
$3.89
$7.13

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST PAUL
TOTAL

TOWN
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
UTE

SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
FIRST
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE
TOTAL

AUBURN
EARLY
FONDA
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL
TOTAL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
CONCORDIA
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

ESTHERVILLE
HARTLEY
LAKE PARK
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION
TOTAL

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

SIOUX CITY

SOUTHWEST

SPENCER

STORM LAKE

COMM.
421
89
55
782
272
276

PLEDGE
$10,800
$6,000
$500
$14,000
$2,000
$10,000
$48,800

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$12.83
5,400
$24.78
2,205
$4.85
266
$9.90
7,740
$5.51
1,500
$16.86
4,653
$22,581

50
54
21
236
357
219
436
35
210
428

$1,200
$4,000
$400
$6,300
$15,000
$14,500
$12,000
$2,000
$15,500
$7,000
$88,400

705
2,084
100
3,000
7,500
7,178
10,200
0
6,458
4,083

$3,300
$8,000
$1,200
$1,200
$5,000
$600
$300
$55,000
$18,000
$106,500

0
0
0
600
11,819
150
300
32,083
20,378

$0
$0
$7,500
$3,000
$2,000
$6,600
$500
$2,200
$6,000
$0
$28,570

0
0
3,750
750
1,000
3,300
300
615
2,470
0

55
144
124
67
616
75
235
1189
706

10
235
518
227
123
245
53
114
110
99

251
338
139
40
112
134
72
251
188
21
120
650
743
139

203
259
326
117
337
376
287

$14.10
$38.59
$4.76
$12.71
$21.01
$32.78
$23.39
$0.00
$30.75
$9.54

$41,308
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$8.96
$19.19
$2.00
$1.28
$26.98
$28.87

$65,331
$0.00
$0.00
$7.24
$3.30
$8.13
$13.47
$5.66
$5.40
$22.45
$0.00

$12,186

$4,500
$29,800
$2,040
$5,520
$6,000
$6,000
$6,000
$5,000
$8,500
$800
$1,000
$35,000
$35,750
$6,000
$152,910

2,214
14,910
1,425
2,550
1,500
3,000
3,275
2,916
4,250
800
500
17,454
15,250
2,485

$12,800
$4,050
$18,000
$5,000
$10,000
$5,000
$14,200
$71,800

6,322
1,907
9,248
2,500
5,000
2,242
2,739

$8.82
$44.11
$10.25
$63.75
$13.39
$22.39
$45.49
$11.62
$22.61
$38.10
$4.17
$26.85
$20.52
$17.88

$72,531

$29,960
$673,298

$31.14
$7.36
$28.37
$21.37
$14.84
$5.97
$9.54

FAMILY EMERGENCY
STEWARDACCOUNT

®

We wouldn’t be able to help support Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) ministries without the faithful
support of 60,000 Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) investors. This strong and stable base means the
important role LCEF plays in supporting the LCMS will continue long into the future.

FOR LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD:

Benefits and Features
0.625%

INDIVIDUALS

Based on a minimum
balance of $25.

Minimum $25 to start investment.
Minimum $25 monthly electronic investment
required until account reaches and maintains
a balance of $10,000 or more.
Interest compounded and paid monthly.
No monthly maintenance or membership fees.

Ready to join 60,000 LCEF investors who share
your Lutheran values?
VISIT LCEF.ORG/INVEST OR CALL 800-843-5233.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to
sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by
LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount
access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount products are not available to investors in South Carolina. The Family
Emergency StewardAccount is known as the Family StewardAccount in the State of Ohio. The State of Washington has adopted a regulatory
position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless they are already an LCEF investor
and 18 years or older. Rates as of July 2020. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details. 0720D-N084

YOUNG INVESTORS

CLUB

STEWARDACCOUNT

®

Help Your Child Save for the Future
It’s reassuring knowing your child is God’s child— secure in His grace
and love. When you join the Y.I. Club with a Young Investors (Y.I.)
StewardAccount®, your child’s savings can help others experience
God’s love through the sharing of the Gospel. When you invest with
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), you are supporting LCMS
ministries — without forfeiting competitive rates.

VISIT LCEF.ORG/YICLUB TO JOIN TODAY!

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
•

Minimum of $25 to open the account.

•

Premium interest rate of 2%* on
balances up to $1,000.

•

Interest compounded and
paid monthly.

•

Children ages 7-18 can earn up to
$50 a year for community service
and good grades.

•

Help empower ministries in
Kingdom work.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to
sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by
LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. StewardAccount
access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. StewardAccount® products are not available to investors in South Carolina. The State
of Washington has adopted a regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment
unless they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. *Rates as of July 2020. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to change.
Visit lcef.org for details. 0720D-N028
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What? Teach VBS in Hong Kong by Zoom?
Before the pandemic, most people were not familiar with Zoom. Even
though Zoom is now a household word, I was surprised when Judy
Newhouse with Memorial Lutheran Church in Ames invited people to
teach VBS to children in Hong Kong via zoom. My first thought was,
“How will that work?”
It was a God-sized project coordinated by Pastor Anthony Malan from
Hong Kong; De Ann McCue and Penny Schramm from Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, Urbandale; and Judy Newhouse. Their many long
hours and hard work resulted in developing VBS lessons, crafts, and music lessons. What a project!
It was mind boggling to me that the teachers were connecting to share the love of Jesus with thousands
of children in their homes on their computers.
I worked with grades 1 and 2. I was
definitely out of my comfort zone! Some of
the children spoke English fluently but
others spoke very little. One of the sweet
moments was when they were working on
their crafts and one of the boys was softly
humming the VBS theme song. God talks
through music!
Pastor Mark Heilman, Memorial Lutheran Church, Ames shared, “Every winter and summer volunteers
from churches throughout the United States travel to Hong Kong to participate in VBS programs run by
the churches of the Hong Kong Synod, our sister church body in Hong Kong. Unrest in Hong Kong and
the Covid-19 virus caused the cancelation of the winter VBS. Due to the pandemic, there was no way to
have the normal summer VBS, but the volunteers from both Hong Kong and the United States planned a
VBS by Zoom. Two VBS programs were held, first the week of July 26-30, and then the week of August
2-6. American volunteers served from 7:45-10:30 PM so they could work live with the students whose
time frame was the next morning in Hong Kong.”
De Ann McCue shared, “What began as a conversation became a call to fulfill a mission like noneother. Little did I know how God would use me! From idea to WOW! Lean in to hear God's calling, lean
on Him for His wisdom and discernment, and walk with Him – ‘now therefore stand still and see this
great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes’” (1 Samuel 12:16).
Chris Bowman, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale shared, “Our family planned to go to Hong Kong
for winter and summer VBS, but it became apparent that was not God’s plan for our family. While I may
not have been able to make as strong a personal connection with the kids as in previous years, I was still
able to see a lot of smiles and interactions. I am so glad for the opportunity to plant the seeds of belief
in Jesus Christ in these children. I take solace knowing that the Lord was able to use me to hopefully
have a positive impact in some child’s life.”
Lisa Scherer, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale shared, “My kids, Alana and Nolan, helped me with
the Hong Kong VBS this year. We have done local VBS together since Alana was 3 and Nolan was just a
baby. She is 18 now. This would have been our first year with no real VBS involvement. I don't think any

of us realized how much we had missed it. I couldn't believe how well it worked. We still connected with
the kids. We got to see their smiles, hear their laughter, and share the love of Jesus in a very real way.”
Darin Johnson, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Denison, shared, “I really enjoyed the VBS experience
this year. I was originally planning to teach in Hong Kong, but the Zoom version was definitely the next
best thing. I appreciate how organized everything was, from the craft materials to the Zoom breakout
rooms. Everything seemed to run as smoothly as possible.”
Mary McFarland, Memorial Lutheran Church, Ames shared, “I thank Jesus for the opportunity to be a
part of VBS Hong Kong 2020. I fell in love with my students. They brought me two weeks of joy that the
world cannot give! I pray the Lord continues to bless them and grows their faith, throughout their lives.”
Kory Schramm, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, shared, “A year ago in Hong Kong I saw Jesus planting the
seeds of faith in the children and parents. During this VBS, I saw that same work being done but in a
different way. Technology brought strangers together from around the world and the Holy Spirit
connected them in incredible ways. Children were excited to read scripture in English and to listen as
Bible stories came to life through video, activities and song. Family members often joined for projects
and prayer. When over half of my group pulled out their own Bibles, I knew God would continue to work
on their hearts, and ours also, long after the last conference call had ended.”
Taylor Borkowski, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Denison shared, “I was a little nervous about how
teaching VBS over Zoom would go, but by the middle of the week, my students had their hands in the air
professing they knew that Jesus loved them. If there was one message that I was determined to get
across, it was just that. I am so thankful I took this opportunity! Saying goodbye over Zoom was just as
hard as it was in person. Hong Kong holds such a special place in my heart and I’m so humbled to be a
small part of their big ministry.”
Bonnie Kabrick, First English Lutheran Church, Spencer shared, “Leading VBS for the students in Hong
Kong via Zoom was a great experience! I absolutely fell in love with the students.”
Jacque Hardies shared, “I had no idea what to expect, as I have never been to the in-person program in
Hong Kong. I wanted to participate in VBS this summer with my oldest son (age 11), as we both wanted
to serve, but also to expose him to another part of the world. We live a very sheltered, suburban life,
and I want my children to know that not everyone around the world has the same type of existence that
we do, especially when it comes to the freedom we have to worship and how easy it is for us to find a
church and other Christians with whom to worship. After meeting the kids in our group, it dawned on
me that even though we're on the other side of the world, we're not so different. While we may not
look the same or live in the same types of houses, we are both living with the effects of a global
pandemic and under a government whose policies we may or may not agree with. Experiencing similar
divisiveness and uncertainty in our parts of the world made it even more special that we could come
together for a singular purpose of spreading the Good News.
To view a video about the Hong Kong VBS produced by Gloria Dei, Urbandale, check this site:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a7kw9xasjgymq6z/2020-childrensministry-vbs-hongkongpromotion.mov?dl=0

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
807 W. South, Jefferson IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515-370-1159
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NEW MISSIONARY GOING TO CENTRAL ASIA VISITS THE WORLD FAMOUS
MISSION CENTRAL ON 8-8-20!
Missionary Kelly Haynes is one of three new missionaries who has accepted the Lord's call
to tell people about Jesus in lands of darkness!
Kelly was at the Lord's World Famous Mission Central on August 8, 2020 for five hours of
instruction and training! Her interview was EXCELLENT, and it was apparent that she
wasn't looking for a "job"...she knows that the Lord Jesus has truly called her to Central
Asia to teach little children and families about our dear Savior Jesus who loves them and
died for them so that many more people from around the world will be with us in our real
home!
The Pandemic has NOT impacted missionaries from coming here, as the Lord truly is
STILL CALLING HIS PEOPLE AT "JUST THE RIGHT TIME." It was such a privilege and
honor to have this special lady come and tell her story on
video and to receive training.
Please pray for this dear missionary teacher. She is just
beginning her calling and she has to raise her support. What
an absolute JOY to see how the Lord has called this lady!

NEW IOWA DISTRICT WEST MISSIONARY VISITS THE LORD'S
MISSION CENTRAL FOR SPECIAL TRAINING!
One of our newest missionary teachers is Iowa District West's very own Barbara
Rebentisch who was born, raised, and attended Lutheran School at our Zion-St. John
Lutheran School in Paullina, Iowa!
Barb is the daughter of missionary Arnold Hibbing, and his late wife Wanda. Arnold was a
missionary in Africa and provided some wonderful artifacts for the Barn Museum at the
Lord's Mission Central!
Missionary Rebentisch came to the Lord's Mission Central on August 8 and spent the day
in intensive missionary training. After a week of orientation in St. Louis, this lady was
NOT afraid to drive over eight hours to this MIRACLE PLACE where she spent an
additional FIVE hours in training and education. ONLY "NOT NORMAL" PEOPLE
WOULD BE WILLING TO MAKE THAT KIND OF SACRIFICE!

Our dear Iowa West Missionary, Barb, is pictured in
Gary's office in front of our Boss who is totally in charge
of all things! The Pandemic did NOT STOP BARB
FROM COMING HERE. Her interview was truly an
answer to prayer. God has "gifted" this dear missionary
lady who spent 17 years in Taiwan, where she learned the
Manderin Language...and now she will be able to teach
Sunday schools and Bible classes in the heart language of
the people of Taiwan and Asia.
Barb is just starting her "journey" to raise her funding. If the Holy Spirit touches your
heart to pray for and support this dear new missionary, it would be a blessing to hear from
you! PLEASE PRAY FOR BARB because she is truly NOT NORMAL! We look forward to
hearing from you!

THE LOGSTON FAMILY VISITS MISSION CENTRAL
FOR SPECIAL TRAINING!
In spite of the "Pandemic," we have found that the Lord does NOT stop HIS new
missionaries from coming to HIS Mission Central. Yes, the Lord is totally and completely
in charge of all things that happen at HIS Mission Central!
On Saturday, August 8, we were so happy to
welcome Justin and Jordan Logston, our newest
missionary couple truly "called" by the Lord Jesus
to HIS MISSION CENTRAL. What a JOY for old
Missionary Gary to provide five hours of special
training and equipping for these new missionaries
who will be going to Belize to help establish our
first Lutheran church in this country of darkness.
They will also be helping to open the FIRST
LUTHERAN SCHOOL! They will be working with
veteran missionaries Rev. Herb and Markie
Burch, whom God has called to reach out to the
people of this land of darkness!
One of our co-workers at the Office of International Missions in St. Louis warned old
missionary Gary that this couple is NOT NORMAL...they truly understand that they don't
have a "job"…they have a wonderful calling from the Holy Spirit!
In all of the nearly 27 years of the history of the Lord's Mission Central, this young couple
is one of the finest young couples I have ever interviewed. They have to raise their own
support. Would you and your family please pray for them? And, if the Lord has blessed
you and if you feel that God is calling you, maybe you and your family would be able to help
with their support.
Great things are happening at the LORD'S MISSION CENTRAL!!!

AMAZING FAMILY COMES TO VISIT MISSION CENTRAL
Long-time friends are special! The Lord brings people to Mission Central at "just the right
time!"
Recently, our dear friends in Christ, Jim and Mary Andersen, came to visit MISSION
CENTRAL. These special Catholic Christian friends truly know Jesus as their Savior. They
wanted their grandchildren, Lyncoln and Alyssa, to see what God can do in the middle of
the hills of western Iowa.
It was a "life changing experience" for this family. They could easily see what God has done
in the middle of "nowhere" with an old set of farm buildings. This is indeed a real
MIRACLE PLACE that only God could have provided for ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE! The
Lord isn't going to ask us if we are Lutheran when HE calls us to our real home in heaven.
The Virus Pandemic HAS NOT HAD AN IMPACT ON THE LORD'S MISSION
CENTRAL. This past week we had six tour groups that came to see what the Lord can do in
the hills of Western Iowa with an old set of farm buildings! The virus has not STOPPED
"HIS" PEOPLE FROM COMING HERE TO HEAR ABOUT OUR DEAR LORD JESUS AND
WHAT HE CAN DO IN THE WORLD TODAY!
The Lord uses families and groups who are NOT NORMAL to come and see what HE has
done. It's NOT about Zoom and the things of this day...it's about being personal and loving
HIS special people like the Andersen Family!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

Iowa District
West, LCMS

SEPTEMBER
2020

WORSHIP IN STORM LAKE

We are thankful that our members are
beginning to come back to church at
Grace, Storm Lake. It has been a challenge
as many are still fearful of the pandemic.
Our faithful leader has been Emilia and her
daughter, Briana. They came each week
to our first services.

OUR LEADERS GUIDING US BACK
TO PUBLIC WORSHIP AND BIBLE
STUDY AT AMIGOS EN CRISTO
We thank the Lord for our faithful leaders who
are keeping our Hispanic ministry going during this
difficult time of the pandemic in Denison. The picture above includes some of those important leaders. Without these faithful members, we could not
continue our outreach at a time when many are still
very fearful of going out to public events. We continue to offer our service on-line each Sunday.
Domingo and his wife Marbella are faithful leaders each week in Sunday worship and at our
Wednesday Bible Class. They often bring their
granddaughters, Yamilet and Yaretzy. Their daughter,
Adriana just had a third baby girl, Alejandra. Domingo is our congregational president and reads the
Scripture lessons in our worship services. He works
at the Farmland pork plant. As a worker over the
age of 60, he has been given a paid vacation for the
past 2 months. Maru and Eliseo have been with us
for 20 years. Maru is our social director and a very
busy one. There are always goodies after church.
Marta is also a long-time member and enjoys making
evangelism visits to members and friends. Mike is our
Financial Secretary and while he is not fluent in Spanish keeps in touch with everything and everyone.
Paula, my wife, faithfully teaches our Sunday Schools
in both Denison and Storm Lake.
I wish you could meet these special folks and the
other members of our Amigos en Cristo congregation. They are all special blessings!

Emilia is a community leader
in Storm Lake serving on
the School board. Briana is
beginning her first year at
Morningside College in
Sioux City. We are thankful
that she will be connecting
with Pastor Paul Flo and our
Hispanic ministry.

CALL PROCESS FOR DENISON AND
STORM LAKE
Amigos en Cristo Call Committee met last month
with Rev. Keith Haney, the Iowa District West Assistant to the President for Missions. In a bilingual meeting, we discussed the process and our vision for ministry in our communities of Denison and Storm Lake.
We started with a job description for a bilingual pastor at both Denison and Storm Lake and wrote a list
of what our congregations need in a pastor. We began to receive names of possible pastors to consider.
This work was shared with the Storm Lake Hispanic
church and also President Turner of Iowa District
West who is developing a Call list of pastors to consider. The list includes bilingual pastors serving in the
U.S. as well as pastors serving in foreign Lutheran
churches. We look forward to future discussions with
our members, with the Storm Lake Hispanic members, with our partner churches, and with the IDW
leadership. Please keep the mission of Amigos en
Cristo and Storm Lake Hispanic church in your prayers as we move forward with this historic Call.
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CHILDREN NEED GOD’S WORD
During the past months, we were not able to have Sunday
school for our children. It was a blessing to again be able to
teach the Good News of Jesus to our little ones! My wife
Paula teaches them, both in Storm Lake and in Denison.
We also pray for our new mothers. Below, Cristina is a
new mother of Ileni. Cristina is the mom of 5 other children,
whom she brings with her to church in Storm Lake. Paula
teaches the children and says they are great kids with the older kids helping with the little ones. In Denison (photo at right)
we celebrate with Adriana who is also a new mother of
Alejandra. She is in the middle with her other girls, Yamilet
and Yaretzy. We also pray for Azucena (far right) who is
pregnant with her second child. She and her husband, Merlin,
have a little boy Liam (bottom right)
who loves to sing in church. We look
forward to the baptisms of these babies. As with all of our churches, the
children are one of the greatest
blessings of our ministry. We have
the double blessing of a Lutheran
school in Denison. Azucena grew up
in our congregation, went to Zion
Lutheran School and graduated 8th
grade. She and her husband have now
enrolled their little boy, Liam in the
Preschool. God bless our children!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
E-mail: daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

THANKS AND THANKSGIVING, from our churches in Denison and
Storm Lake: As we return to worship, we are so grateful for the congregations
and the individuals who have sacrificially supported our ministry, either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars. If you have any questions on how you can support
our Hispanic ministry with Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact your local Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We also invite you to visit either
of our services, on-line, on my Facebook page (Daniel Vogel) or come in person any Sunday at 10:30AM at Grace Lutheran in Storm Lake or at 12:30PM at Zion in Denison!

PLEASE PRAY: + For the Lord’s special blessings during and after the Covid-19. That
the Lord will strengthen our churches and especially the elderly and sick during this time
of uncertainty. For our goal of calling a bilingual pastor with assistance from Rev. Haney
and the District leadership. + For the future partnerships with Storm Lake and Amigos as
we work together this year. + For our plans and goals both in Denison and Storm Lake
in the months ahead. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among
Hispanic immigrants in Denison & Storm Lake and also in our other 2 missions in
Sioux City and Des Moines.

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

September 2020

SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
One Year with Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Prayers
• Carmen has about
4.5 months left of
chemotherapy. Please
keep her in your
prayers!
• Thanksgiving that
Rolando’s son, César,
has been released
from the hospital in
Perú after battling
COVID-19.
• That Herlinda will
have calm nerves and
a clear mind as she
prepares for her U.S.
Naturalization Exam.

For the Calendar
Our quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting will
be Tuesday,
September 1 at 6:30
pm.
Todd Siefker, Spanish
teacher at West High
School and Sioux City
(2020 teacher of the
year), will be presenting
about his experiences
with Hispanic youth.

Hope Lutheran Church

I

t’s hard to believe that a full year has already passed
since I was called to South Sioux City, Nebraska to be
the missionary pastor of Siouxland Hispanic Ministry. As
usual, time seems to be paradoxical, moving both
quickly and slowly; I feel I’ve been here for far longer
than a year, and yet the year has truly flown by! Maybe
you can relate.
From both Pastor Henry Witte and from
me, thank you all for your support and
prayers during this last year!

As time continues to fly and
crawl simultaneously, we’re given
the opportunity to reflect. What
has gone well? What hasn’t
worked at all? What have the
joys and the struggles been? How have we seen God at
work through us? These are necessary reflections as we
move forward with intentionality.
At the same time, since we know that things we can
count too easily become our only measure, it’s wonderful
to know that our Lord promises to be at work in specific
places—through His Word and Sacraments. The same
life-giving Word of forgiveness and salvation through
Christ is delivered directly to us in diﬀerent ways: the
spoken Word, the watery Word and the tasty Word. Thank
God that His grace is not floating around the stratosphere
waiting to be discovered; we don’t have to guess where to
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Supporting
Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry
In this time of
pandemic, we have lost
much of our regular
support for our
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry. If financially
supporting a specific
ministry is something
you or your
congregation has been
considering, please keep
us in mind. We are also
in need of your prayers
—please add us to your
daily prayer list!

Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to
support our
Hispanic ministry
here in Siouxland,
please send aid to
the address on the
bottom of the page.
Make checks payable
to Hope Lutheran
Church with
“Hispanic Ministry”
on the memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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find Him. Instead, He comes right to us and He
promises to be at work in and among us through
those specific “means of grace.”
As we continue to build relationships with our
Hispanic neighbors and share the Good News of all
that Jesus, as their Lord, has done for them through
His life, death, and resurrection, God’s own Spirit
will call them through that same Gospel, enlighten
them with His gifts, make them holy and keep them
in the true faith—just as He has done for you and
me and for Christians of all times and places.
That’s our God’s way of doing things.
Now for a quick recap of some of the year’s
happenings (you may remember some of these):
August 2019 at
Camp Okoboji.
Hispanic
Lutherans from
four diﬀerent
congregations
throughout Iowa
and Nebraska
came together to
enjoy a few days
of fellowship.

October 2019:
Two of our ESL
students also
work for a local
restaurant.
They
celebrated their
anniversary
with free tacos
and Mariachi
music for all!

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776
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November 2019: An ESL student’s family
came to support Carmen during our waﬄe
breakfast fundraiser for her cancer treatment.

Thanksgiving 2019: A special service
with our South Sioux, Storm Lake, and
Denison congregations.

Left: Wednesday
evening services
with a meal.
Right: Working
with other
community nonprofits to advocate
for our immigrant
neighbors.

Left: Some of the coolest kiddos in Siouxland…
my catechism students. Since this picture was
taken, I have 5 new kids and 3 adults that I study
the Bible stories and catechism with every week.

That’s it for now! May our Lord
bless you and keep you! Thank you
for your continued prayers and
financial support of our Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry!
—Pastor Paul Flo —
Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“New Beginnings”
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the End” (Rev. 22:13).
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit! Amen!
The Peace of the Lord be with you!
It is now September and it is a time for new beginnings:
new beginnings for the academic year for schools and colleges;
new beginnings for another election season; new beginnings
for Sunday School, Bible study, and Confirmation. Most of the
activities listed begin after Labor Day. Many years ago, Labor
Day became the unofficial end of summer and the beginning of
a new school year.
With new beginnings, there must be an end to an old. The
old could be anything. It could be the end of the summer, well,
the end of summer vacations and trips to the lake, or trips to
the mountains, or trips to the backyard because of the lockdown. For many of you who have been confined to a living center that is now your home, making a trip to the doctor’s office is
a welcomed respite. But, upon returning, is the beginning of
your two week confinement to your apartment. For many people, fear has taken the place of freedom. But, for us “The fear
of the Lord is beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 1:7, Ps. 111:10).
As you live in the current state of confinement mandated
by the government, hold fast to the Lord in love (Ps. 91:14),
and to what you have been taught since your childhood (2 Tim.
1:5), and to that in which you take the greatest comfort and
hope.
That comfort and hope has its beginning in the first ten
words of Holy Scripture, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).

God created the heavens and the earth and all the animals
and all the plants and all the people out of love to serve them in
any and every way possible.
But Adam and Eve sinned; and, in that sin, death came
into the world just as God had promised. Sin separated the
creature from its creator, and so the relationship between God
and mankind had a new beginning, but now with a different
kind of promise. God made a promise to Adam and Eve to restore creation to its former glory. That promise has been
passed on from one generation to the next. Generation after
generation God reminded the people of His promise of a “new
beginning.” Keep watch for the new beginning.
The birth of Jesus signaled that the new beginning was at
hand. God dwelling with His creation, teaching mankind by
showing. Jesus shows the creatures how to pray to their creator when they are at the beginning of the relationship. Jesus
teaches the creature that sin separates us from God, what it
looks like and how God gets rid of it.
A new beginning always comes with the end of something
else. In this case it is at the cross that Jesus’ life comes to an
end. In the death of Jesus, there is a new beginning in the relationship between God and His creatures. Now we can go to
God anytime and anyplace. In Jesus’ death, God shows us
how our sins are forgiven and in Jesus’ resurrection God shows
us how He has made a new beginning between Himself and
us.
Generation after generation, that Good News has come
down to us here today. That Good News has been the hope
and the comfort of every generation in every nation as they
have endured the times of war and pestilence, drought and
floods, affluence, and poverty.
Today is a new beginning, a new day if you will, which
means that the old of yesterday is gone. All the sin has been

cancelled leaving only the holiness of Jesus for God to see in
you. God in His mercy has given us a sign of that holiness
through the cross that was placed on our forehead and our
heart in Holy Baptism. God sees that as your new beginning,
the beginning of new life in His Son Jesus.
Jesus promised that He would return one day. His return
would signal a new beginning in a new heaven and new earth.
Keep watch for that day remembering your baptism, its hope
and comfort for you even now. Amen!
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil” (Matt. 5:8-13).
The Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance the great gifts
of forgiveness, life and salvation when we are together to give
us strength of faith when we are not together as we look forward in hope to the day we are all together again in His kingdom as described by John, “And behold a great multitude …,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages
standing before the throne and before the lamb, and crying out
in a loud voice, Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10).
Therefore, together, with angels and archangels, and with
all the company of heaven, with saints on earth and saints in
heaven we praise the God of heaven in the name of and for the
sake of Jesus Christ who died and is alive.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Together on the Way!
Rev. Steven E. Stoll Trinity Lutheran Church, Hinton

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Theme: “New Beginnings”
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the End.” (Rev. 22:13)
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What’s happening at the nursing home down the street?
One of the advantages of leading a
care center is the opportunity to
minister to the residents each day,
rain or shine, wellness or pandemic.
For most pastors, the ministry of
visiting their shut-in members or
leading Bible classes or worship services for the elderly in their local
care center has been stopped.
Recently, a well-respected veteran
pastor asked me what he could be
doing. He expressed frustration
about not knowing how to reach his
members and shared that pastors in
his circuit felt the same way.
I would suggest that there is plenty
to do, albeit differently! Here are
some thoughts to consider:
1. Recognize that your care center’s
staff is trying to do their best to

protect those elder souls they care
for. Much of what they do is not
optional but legally mandated with
serious penalties for noncompliance.
Care workers at all levels are
stressed with health and safety concerns for those they serve and for
what they might take home to their
own families. Given the nature of
the virus, employees who test positive for Covid-19 are forced to isolate away from work putting more
strain on those who remain healthy.
So, first I urge patience in whatever
interaction you have with the staff
who serve and care for your members each day.
2. Prayer is always our most powerful health tool. You could begin to
include your
local care center’s residents
and staff in
your “prayers
of the church”;
make them a
staple. Ask the
home’s Director
of Nurses or
Social Worker
which individuals there you
might remember before the
Lord, so your

congregational family could pray
specifically for residents and staff
members. You could also learn of
specific prayer needs by talking to
your members who work at the
home, your members who live
there or their families.
3. Encouragement is greatly needed
and appreciated. I can remember
the smiles and joy when a family
member showed their appreciation
one evening by arranging for pizza
to be delivered to the back door
with instructions to feed the staff
and residents and to pass on to all
their appreciation for the wonderful
work everyone was doing to stay
healthy. It’s happened several times
since and makes a real difference.
What can your congregation do to
show your gratitude for the sacrifice of these folks in their elder
community? Clear your idea first
with the staff; but know that whatever you do will make a difference
and be appreciated.
4. There are many ways to connect
with folks via technology. While
many will take advantage of viewing your services on-line, a simple,
regular phone call will work wonders. Include a personal prayer and
remember to ask for prayer requests for others from them.
You’ll hear marvelous stories of

What’s happening at the nursing home down the street (con’t.)
good things happening even in
the middle of this prolonged and
difficult situation: heartfelt concerns for roommates not doing
well; family members out of
touch; concerns about getting the
disease; and, for some, a desperate plea for their life here to end.
For many elders, being socially
isolated is worse than getting the
disease. Your phone call, prayer
and love wrapped with Scripture
and words of Jesus’ love will make
a huge difference.
5. Consider calling residents who
are not your members! Ask a staff
member if there is anyone particularly lonely for whom a weekly
call might be helpful. Your members can easily be involved in this
work of loving the lonely through

regular phone calls to members and
others who have no one calling on
them.
Find out what connections your
members already have at the home
and align them with a plan to love and
help, not just now, but ongoing. It’s
needed and rewarding work. In my
experience at Perry Lutheran Homes,
almost everyone recognizes that God
is at work here, and they look for Him
in the daily grind.
If you are like my pastor friend who
felt frustrated by not being able to
serve in the traditional way, be untraditional! Consider turning your ministry focus from just your members to
the home’s entire community. These
men and women love each other and
are working hard during a critical time
to be safe. Be patient, in prayer, in

contact, and persistent. Involve
your members. Residents and
staff there are your neighbors all
year round and are a mission
field in your own community!
If you would like more information or would like to discuss
how best to minister to the elderly in your community, please
contact me at Perry Lutheran
Homes. We love the opportunity
to share what Jesus is doing here
and to share ideas that might
make a difference to our elderly
brothers and sisters in other
places.
God is good!
Rev. Max Phillips
Perry Lutheran Homes
mphillips@perrylutheranhomes.org
Perrylutheranhomes.org

Conversation Starters & Ideas for Your Congregation to Consider
 Collect and deliver items to help stimulate the mind and pass the time. Ask the Activities Director what would be most
helpful and appreciated.
 Supply tablets to those who could use it to connect with their family, you and your members as well as watch your
services regularly online.
 Start a “pen pal” group! Supply envelopes, paper and stamps to the home and connect every able resident with someone from your congregation who would write letters back and forth.
 Partner with a church in a neighboring community to help match residents in their local care center with residents in
yours to share letters, phone calls, prayers, and company. Every home is experiencing the same isolation!
 Engage residents with your members in a mission project designed to help someone else. Helping others promotes a
sense of purposeful living that is often lost in care centers.

Is There a Lot of Paperwork?

Member schools in the Iowa Lutheran STO

No! Simply fill out one brief form with your contact information and the amount you are pledging/
donating. When you’re ready to send your donation,
make your check to the Iowa Lutheran STO and send it
to ILSTO, BOX 176, TERRIL, IA 51364.

•

Trinity Lutheran, Boone

•

Valley Lutheran, Cedar Falls

•

Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids

•

Clarinda Lutheran

The tax credit certificate is sent directly to you
from the STO, to be attached to your tax return.
It is that simple.

•

Trinity Lutheran, Davenport

•

Zion Lutheran, Denison

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Fort Dodge

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Latimer

•

Central Lutheran, Newhall

•

Zion-St. John Lutheran, Paullina

•

Community Lutheran, Readlyn

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Sioux City

•

Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran, Spencer

•

Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

Donation Deadline
The donation deadline for the 2020-2021 school year is
December 31, 2020. Although the deadline to receive
gifts is in December, we like to get the funds pledged
or raised by November each year. Be sure to return
your pledge early, because once our total has been
raised, we may not be able to accept your donation
and you’ll miss out on the tax credit.

IOWA LUTHERAN
STO

ILSTO
BOX 176
TERRIL, IA 51364
www.iowalutheransto.org
Ph. 712-260-2991
Dewey Torkelson
Program Manager

Give the gift of school choice to an ILSTO

Your donation to the Iowa Lutheran STO gives
qualifying families the ability to choose a Christian
education that is academically excellent and supports
the values our families cherish. In return, you will
receive an Iowa tax credit and the gift of knowing that
you helped some great children attend a Lutheran
School!

What is a School Tuition
Organization?
A School Tuition Organization (STO) is a charitable
organization representing two or more accredited
nonpublic schools in Iowa that receives contributions
from Iowa taxpayers and allocates those funds in
tuition grants to Iowa families. The grants are used to
attend one of the schools in the STO.
“This is a great way for me to direct some of my
tax dollars. The tax credit is extremely generous
and I can take 35% of the gift as a deduction on
my federal income taxes! The STO mails me my
tax certificate and I simply submit it with my state
taxes. What a great way to support Christian
education.”
—STO Donor

The Basics of Giving to the STO:
1.
2.
3.

4.

Contribute to the ILSTO and designate your gift.
Receive a 65% tax credit off your final Iowa state
income tax bill.
You may be able to deduct 35% of your
contribution on your federal tax return form
when you itemize.
Best of all, your contribution goes directly to help
provide a Christian education for a Lutheran School
student who could not otherwise afford it.

How Much Money is Available for
the Tax Credits?

Is a Tax Credit Better Than
a Tax Deduction?

For the 2020-2021 school year, ILSTO has been
allocated $950,000. These funds need to be received
by December 31, 2020.

A tax deduction simply reduces the total amount of
income on which your tax is computed. A tax
credit is taken directly off the amount you owe in
state taxes and is better than a deduction.

Who May Receive These Tuition
Grants?
The legislation restricts tuition grants to students living
in households with incomes that do not exceed an
amount equal to four times the federal poverty guideline based on family size. This is an increase from
three times in 2018, which means even more families
will qualify. This also means that our STO needs more
donations. Families that meet these guidelines
complete an application. The ILSTO Committee then
allocates these funds based on a formula in a
confidential, timely manner.

This is the most generous Iowa tax credit
available.
What About My Federal
Income Tax?
You are allowed to deduct 35% of the donation
amount as a charitable contribution. (Using a
$10,000 example, you could use $3,500
as a charitable contribution deduction.) Please
consult your tax advisor about how to maximize
your contribution.

Who Can Donate To An STO?
Any Iowa taxpayer can donate. In addition, STOs can
receive donations from partnerships, S-Corporations,
LLCs, estates, or trusts electing to have income taxed
directly to the individual. Donors receive an Iowa
income tax credit equal to 65% of the total amount of
a donation made to an STO. Both cash and non-cash
items such as stock are acceptable donations.

35%
65%

Federal Deduction

Iowa Tax Credit

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY
Iowa District West LLL/LHM
When: Saturday, November 7, 2020
8:30 am Registration & Breakfast; 11:15 Closing
Where: Our Savior Lutheran Church,
500 North 24th Street, Denison, Iowa
Speaker: Rev. David Loeschen
Topic: Chaplain to Law Enforcement
Cost: $15
Spread the word among the grandpas and grandmas,
the fathers and mothers, and the sons and daughters of your
family and your church!

For more information,
contact John Tews
(valleyinsjt@gmail.com or
641-740-0126 cell).

Watch for future events and other Lutheran Hour Ministries news in The Lutheran
Witness and on our new Facebook “group” page, “Lutheran Laymen League of
Western Iowa.”

