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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Merry Christmas!

Christmas “feels” different to me this year. There
are fewer shoppers in the stores. Those who do venture out are wearing masks, so you must look closely to
see the joy in their eyes. There will, no doubt, be fewer
Christmas parties. My guess is that family gatherings
will be smaller than past celebrations. It is heartbreaking to think about those who will not be able to see their
families this Christmas.
Joy and heartache in varying degrees affect all of us
this time of year. No matter how hard we try to plan for the perfect
Christmas, it will not happen. This is not a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is because of sin. When Adam and Eve chose to rebel
against God, they brought sin into the world. And with sin comes all
kinds of trouble including this pandemic.
This is why Christmas is so very important to us. God sent His Son
to come into our world and take away the power of sin, death, and the
devil. Jesus most certainly came as the angels announced to bring
peace and goodwill. He did this by coming into our world of disease,
sickness, and disappointments. Christmas is the tiny hand of God
reaching out from a bed of straw into a fallen, broken, and sinful world
with the message of love and forgiveness. At Christmas, we celebrate
that we are the children of God.
When you think of Christmas this year, it is my prayer you will think
of Christ! You will remember that He is with you always no matter what
kind of Christmas you are facing this year.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, President
steve@iowadistrictwest.org

College Scholarships for Full-time Church Work – Joy in Ministry
Iowa District West is blessed with money that has been gifted for the
support of students choosing church work as a full-time career. The
scholarship committee was able to award over $200,000 to seminarians,
those studying to be Lutheran teachers, DCEs and the like, and those
attending a Concordia. Please pray for more people to consider church
work as a full-time career and as you can,
talk to young people about considering fulltime church work as a career. There is
much “Joy in Ministry” as one serves the
church full-time. For more information contact Rev. Tom Schlund (515-295-3518 or
pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org).
ILSTO—Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
ILSTO would love to award more financial assistance but we need your
help to do so. As of November 15, we are at 25% of our 2020 goal of
$950,000. There certainly is a great need in our LCMS schools so families can continue to send their children to an Iowa Lutheran Elementary/
Secondary School. As you begin thoughts of end of year giving, RMD
distributions, and other tax planning, please consider a donation to the
Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization. Your donation can be cash,
RMD, appreciated stock, or even grain. The 65% Iowa tax credit is the
largest tax credit in Iowa and there are also added tax benefits to
C-Corporations. For more information about ILSTO go online to
www.iowalutheransto.org or call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991.
Virtual Sr Youth Gathering
We had a great turnout of youth groups in attendance for the livestreaming of the Sr Youth Gathering. Your youth can still participate in this
event by watching the recording on the Iowa District West Youth Gathering Facebook page. It is also available on the Iowa District West
YouTube channel.
Calendar of Events
December 24-25...Christmas Eve/Day—District Office Closed
December 31-January 1...New Year’s Eve/Day—District Office Closed
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
7 Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry
Healthy Congregations Have…
• Engaged Parents
• Supportive Adults
• Warmth, Challenge and Grace
• Opportunities to Serve and Lead
Healthy Congregations Help Each Young Person…
• Deeply Understand their Baptismal Faith
• Develop a Resilient Identity in Christ
• Live out their Unique Vocation

Read more detailed information about 7 Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry
at http://www.youthesource.com/.
If your youth leadership team has not looked at it, I would highly suggest
reviewing it together. This is a great resource. I have several copies at the district
office. If you’re interested in having one, contact me and I’ll send it to you.

Christmas Gift Ideas for Children
Lutheran Hour Ministries has great resources
that congregations and preschools can order and
give to children. These booklets are only $9 for a
packet of 25. I encourage congregations to order
these and give them to children in their
congregation and in their community. These
booklets are well done. The link is below.
https://www.lhm.org/kids/
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Wellness: How Do We Care for Pastors’ Wives
Christina Stolaas shares the following quotes from a panel of pastors’ wives.
1) “I wish people knew that we struggle to have family time.”
2) “Almost every day I’m afraid of screwing it all up.”
3) “Being a pastor’s wife is THE loneliest thing I’ve ever done and for so many reasons.”
4) “It is okay and welcomed to have conversations with me about things that do not pertain to
church, or even Jesus. There I said it!”
5) “Sundays are sometimes my least favorite day. Wait–am I allowed to say that?”
6) “It’s hard to not harbor resentment or to allow your flesh to lash out at members who openly
criticize his ministry.”
7) “Please don’t look down on me or assume I don’t support my husband just because you
don’t see me every time the church’s doors are open.”
8) “I wish people knew that we taught our children to make good choices, but sometimes, they
don’t.”
9) “What I can tell you is I have been blessed beyond measure, I have been given gifts, money,
love, and prayer, so much prayer… by so many.”
One of the hats I wear is the Assistant to the President for Human Care. Under that title comes
the area of church worker wellness. One of my goals is to share content to help the
congregations in all the areas under my care. This month, I am addressing the area of church
worker wellness. I am writing this so church members have a greater awareness of the best
ways to care for their shepherd and his family. This month’s focus is the pastor’s wife.
Often, the pastor’s wife is taken for granted. It is just assumed she has it all together. People
rarely stop to think about the pressures and unrealistic expectations she lives under. She is
expected to be a model wife and mother, with perfectly behaved children who never make a
sound in church. She is supposed to be a master chief, church head organist, and organizer. In
addition to providing for all the needs of the pastor, members want her to teach Sunday school
while also running the sewing circle. It is the loneliest position. You cannot let people get too
close for fear that any struggle you share with them will be used against your husband. So, any
vulnerability is unacceptable. Any crack in the perfect window’s purity could cost your
livelihood. Stop and imagine what life would be like if you lived under that kind of constant
scrutiny. Imagine the mental gymnastics you and your family would daily have to undergo.
Successful ministry often comes at an excessive cost, family.

How to Support Your Pastor’s Wife
1) Do not expect her to be perfect, every woman is unique. There is not a job description for
this role.
God has created each woman married to a pastor as a one-of-a-kind, unique individual. They do
not all come with the same gifts, nor temperament. Each pastor’s wife needs to be given the
freedom to find their specific ministry place in the church. One thing that most pastors’ wives
have in common is that they have a significant and challenging God-given opportunity to
influence their family. The family is their top priority!
“Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of
a warrior are children born in one’s youth” (Psalm 127:3-4, NIV).

2) She is a vital companion and champion to her husband.
When all the world may be against the pastor, the pastor’s wife often stands in the background
holding up the prophet’s hands. She hears all the complaints being bandied about him, yet
often quietly and respectfully listens even though criticism is killing her spirit.
Respect her by not complaining to her about her husband. Instead, speak well of him to her.
“An excellent wife who can find?
She is far more precious than jewels.
The heart of her husband trusts in her,
and he will have no lack of gain.
She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.” Proverbs 31:10-12
3) Be a mentor for her. Pray and encourage her.
If you have been blessed with a young pastor’s wife and family, what an excellent opportunity
for the older women of the congregation to share their wisdom and be a spiritual sister to the
pastor’s wife. You have a unique opportunity to bless the pastor and his family in this way.
“Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can train the younger women to
love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind,
and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.” (Titus 2:3-5)
Above are just a few suggestions, and I am confident that if you take the time to pray about
this, you will produce much more.
Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending October 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$123,690

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,053,000

Actual Receipts

$1,028,681

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(24,319)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$473,850

Balance for District programs & ministries

$554,831

Total Receipts

$1,028,681

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending September 2020

$1,028,681

Month ending September 2019

$1,008,001

Over (under) last year

$20,680

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150
GOD GAVE US THE BEST GIFT
POSSIBLE WHEN HE GAVE US
HIS SON. BECAUSE GOD GAVE
HIS BEST, WE WANT TO GIVE.
“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is
given; and the government shall be upon
His shoulder, and His name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

The very beginning of Jesus’ life on earth revealed episodes of giving. At the birth of Jesus, shepherds
from the field went to the birthplace to give praise to God and to worship the newborn king. The shepherds
said, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us” and they went “glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them” (Luke 2:15-20). Later Magi came and “opening their treasures, they offered [Jesus] gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11). Before they gave their lavish gifts, they fell down in worship
to the new born King. Their gifts expressed their great joy.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
This issue of The Monthly includes the congregational giving from the fiscal period February 1 - October 31.
Thank you to the 167 congregations and mission starts for your mission and ministry support. Praise God for
congregations’ generous giving and thanks to nine circuits for 100% mission and ministry support (Boone, Carroll,
Des Moines East, Fort Dodge, Le Mars, Mapleton, Sac City, Spencer, and Storm Lake); that is awesome response
considering the challenges we are facing with the Coronavirus.
The total 2020 District budget is $2,384,394 of which 55% directly supports missions! To view the recent
Stewardship Annual Mailing and see the budget summary, staff mission team, and more go to
www.idwlcms.org/stewardship.php (click on Annual Mailing).

Congregational Quarterly Financial Report
Included in The Messenger is the mission giving summary for the 3rd quarter of the District fiscal period. Please
review your church’s mission contribution to make sure your budget receipts are up-to-date. This report includes
District/Synod pledges (no restricted funds). Thank you for your mission and ministry support!

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurers Workshop
Plan now to attend the upcoming workshop on January 16, 2021 from 9 to 11 am. This
session will be a high-level general overview and offer a great opportunity to get all your
questions answered. Pastors and any individuals within the church having financial
responsibilities should participate. To avoid winter weather and COVID-19 challenges, this
will be held virtually. The guest speaker will be Mr. Bob Joy, CPA. He is very
knowledgeable and has nearly 30 years of financial experience. Bob owns his own accounting business
specializing in clergy taxes and is the accounting manager for a large church. It would be helpful to inform Roger
Curtis if you plan to listen online or register at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/treasurer_wrkshp.

Housing Allowance
The governing body of your congregation (church council or board of directors) should designate the amount
requested by your ministers of the Gospel to be housing allowance for next year. This needs to be done prior to
December 31, 2020 and must be documented in the written minutes of the meeting. This includes not only pastors
but anyone on the Synod’s roster or listed in The Lutheran Annual and are in the exercise of the ministry. The
housing allowance neither increases nor decreases the cost of the worker to the congregation.
Churches should also designate a parsonage allowance for any minister who lives in a parsonage and who is
expected to pay some of the expenses of maintaining the parsonage (i.e. utilities, furnishings, repairs,
improvements, and yard care).
For more information on ministers of the Gospel and housing allowance, see the
Treasurer’s Manual, chapters 1 and 2. Chapter 2 also includes sample housing allowance
resolutions. The entire manual is online at www.lcms.org/ctm.

It’s Annual Compensation Reporting Time
It’s Annual Compensation Reporting (ACR) time with Concordia Plans. Providing accurate and updated
compensation information is very important so that both the ministries’ billing for the Concordia Plans and
workers’ benefits (retirement, disability, and death benefits) will be correctly calculated for 2021.
Ministries can complete their ACR online anytime via the secure Concordia Plans Employer Portal (Google
Chrome works best). If you haven’t registered to use the online portal, contact Concordia Plans at 888-927-7526 to
get set up.
Concordia Plans will host a webinar that will provide all the details you’ll need to know about ACRs, including a
demo of the ACR Online Tool; click here to register: December 1 at 1 pm
ACRs should be completed by December 31, 2020 for accurate reporting in the new year. Be sure to
visit ConcordiaPlans.org/ACR for additional ACR information and resources.

Help Make Lutheran Schools Affordable
The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization has been established to assist families who want a Christian
education for their children. You can help schools by giving a donation through the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition
Organization. Your gift will receive an Iowa Tuition Tax Credit for 65% of your donation. Additional information
is available online at www.iowalutheransto.org or email/call Deweytorkelson@hotmail.com or 712.260.2991.

Fiscal Year-End District Remittances
Final receipts for 2020 will be received and credited to congregations through January 25, 2021. The District’s
fiscal period ends January 31, 2021. We ask that all receipts be mailed before the deadline to ensure they will be
credited to the correct fiscal period.

2021 Receipt Vouchers
New vouchers for District mission and ministry support will be mailed in mid-January for remittances beginning
February 1, 2021. Receipts for non-budgetary agencies (for example, missionaries in the District, Camp Okoboji,
Lutheran Family Service, Lutherans For Life) should be sent directly to the organization.

Gifts to Church Workers
Christmas gifts from the congregation to church workers in most cases represent taxable
income and not a tax-free gift. Be sure to report correctly on the recipients W-2 or 1099
the amount of these gifts. Also important to note – donations made by members for
these gifts are not included as tax deductible contributions recorded by the church office.
When a church collects a love offering and informs the congregation that their
contributions will be receipted by the church, this requires the individual offerings to be
treated as a single distribution by the church. This triggers the rule requiring distributions by employers to their
employees to be treated as taxable compensation.
The exception is when members give their pastor or church staff a personal gift for special occasions or Christmas.
These personal gifts may be treated as nontaxable gifts by the employee because they were not distributed by the
employing church (more info under www.lcms.org/churchoffice “Taxes & Ministers” page 11).

Tax Calendar Summary for December 31
1. Housing Allowance: Churches must designate a portion of a worker’s (ordained minister and/or
commissioned minister) compensation as housing or parsonage allowance by December 31 in order
to receive the full benefit of a housing allowance exclusion for 2021. The designation should be
adopted during a council meeting and be contained in the written minutes of the meeting.
2. Reclassification of workers: A worker who is treated as self-employed but wishes to reclassify as an
employee, should make the change on January 1 of the new year.
3. Marital status: Your marital status on December 31 determines your filing status for the year.
4. Handling end-of-year contributions: Generally, a contribution is effective when received. Donors must deliver
or mail (postmark) checks on or before December 31 in order to claim a charitable deduction for 2020.
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship service of 2021 will not qualify for a
charitable contribution deduction in 2020 even if the check was written in 2020. However, checks that are
written, mailed, and postmarked in 2020 will be deductible in 2020 even if they are not received by a church
until 2021 (same principle would apply to donations given electronically).
5. Order IRS tax forms: December is a good time to order copies of forms W-2, W-3, 1099, and 1096; call
1.800.TAX.FORM (800.829.3676). Please note for 2020 tax reporting, the 1099 MISC form has been revised
to Form 1099-NEC (Nonemployee Compensation). You can also download the current withholding charts for
both Iowa and Federal as well as many tax forms at www.state.ia.us/tax or www.IRS.gov

Congregation Mission Support – Unrestricted Budget Receipts
February 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020
CIRCUIT
ADAIR

CONGREGATION
HOLY CROSS
ZION
ST JOHN
ZION
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST. THOMAS
FIRST
FAITH
TOTAL

TOWN
ANITA
ATLANTIC
CASEY
DEXTER
GREENFIELD
GUTHRIE CENTER
PANORA
WIOTA
WINTERSET

ALGONA

TRINITY
ZION
ST JOHN
ST LUKE
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ZION
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
PEACE
ST PAUL
TOTAL

ALGONA
AYRSHIRE
BURT
CYLINDER
EMMETSBURG
FENTON
GARNER
GARNER
LIVERMORE
LONE ROCK
LUVERNE
MALLARD
SWEA CITY
WEST BEND
WHITTEMORE

MEMORIAL
ST PAUL
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
CHRIST
TRINITY
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
TOTAL

AMES
AMES
BOONE
BOONE
BOUTON
DAYTON
JEFFERSON
OGDEN
PERRY

ZION
ST. JOHN
ST PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
ZION
TOTAL

ARCADIA
AUDUBON
CARROLL
COON RAPIDS
GLIDDEN
LIDDERDALE
MANILLA
MANNING

ST. PAUL
TRINITY
PEACE
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ZION
PILGRIM
BETHEL
TOTAL

AURELIA
CHEROKEE
MARCUS
MARCUS
PAULLINA
PAULLINA
QUIMBY
SUTHERLAND

FAITH
ST. PAUL
TIMOTHY
TRINITY
PEACE

COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
COUNCIL BLUFFS
GLENWOOD
HARLAN

BOONE

CARROLL

CHEROKEE

COUNCIL BLUFFS

COMM.
132
538
117
187
118
204
110
102
37

PLEDGE
$0
$20,400
$200
$200
$5,100
$5,000
$0
$1,500
$600
$32,940

1056
29
234
133
261
130
186
356
75
116
90
160
36
134
145

$62,000
$5,000
$4,500
$4,500
$14,666
$5,000
$6,000
$24,000
$3,000
$10,000
$5,000
$28,800
$1,320
$6,000
$500
$759,720

47,245
0
3,425
2,064
4,500
4,167
4,500
18,000
2,685
4,750
5,000
21,600
1,100
0
250

$50,000
$32,000
$5,000
$5,000
$20,000
$1,000
$10,000
$11,000
$1,000
$132,000

37,575
25,506
5,224
4,300
5,000
750
7,500
5,422
1,000

$6,000
$1,200
$25,500
$800
$3,900
$4,000
$0
$8,000
$49,200

4,500
1,030
14,362
600
3,737
3,237
500
5,760

$30,000
$15,000
$8,000
$6,000
$1,000
$3,000
$2,000
$4,800
$79,500

13,042
11,250
2,672
6,000
1,000
1,732
0
3,713

$0
$17,000
$21,604
$9,450
$500

50
12,724
13,979
7,088
0

653
375
163
573
224
21
346
297
80

405
159
385
72
108
55
135
538

293
395
238
114
271
525
104
234

207
582
371
346
20

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$0.00
0
$31.60
17,000
$1.71
200
$1.07
200
$45.76
5,400
$18.38
3,750
$0.00
0
$19.44
1,983
$18.24
675
29,208
$44.74
$0.00
$14.64
$15.52
$17.24
$32.05
$24.19
$50.56
$35.80
$40.95
$55.56
$135.00
$30.56
$0.00
$1.72

119,286
$57.54
$68.02
$32.05
$7.50
$22.32
$35.71
$21.68
$18.26
$12.50

92,277
$11.11
$6.48
$37.30
$8.33
$34.60
$58.85
$3.70
$10.71

33,725
$44.51
$28.48
$11.23
$52.63
$3.69
$3.30
$0.00
$15.87

39,409
$0.24
$21.86
$37.68
$20.48
$0.00

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION
ST JOHN
ST. JOHN
IMMANUEL
FIRST
ST. PAUL
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
TOTAL

TOWN
HASTINGS
HONEY CREEK
LOGAN
MISSOURI VALLEY
OAKLAND
PERSIA
WALNUT

DENISON

FAITH
AMIGOS EN CRISTO
OUR SAVIOR
ZION
BETHLEHEM
ST JOHN
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

DELOIT
DENISON
DENISON
DENISON
DOW CITY
KIRON
SCHLESWIG

CHRIST THE KING
ST PAUL
THE GATE
HOLY CROSS
CALVARY
HOPE
OUR SAVIOUR
PEACE
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

ALTOONA
ANKENY
ANKENY
CARLISLE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
INDIANOLA

FAITH
LIVING FAITH
ASIAN
MT OLIVE
SUDANESE
TRINITY
MESSIAH
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
GLORIA DEI
TRINITY
SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY
TOTAL

ADEL
CLIVE
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
DES MOINES
JOHNSTON
POLK CITY
URBANDALE
VAN METER
WDM

MT CALVARY
HOLY TRINITY
GOOD SHEPHERD
PRINCE OF PEACE
ST PAUL
TRINITY
ZION
TRINITY
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
TOTAL

EAGLE GROVE
FARNHAMVILLE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
FORT DODGE
HUMBOLDT
KNIERIM
POMEROY
ROCKWELL CITY
ROWAN
WEBSTER CITY

TRINITY
TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
FIRST
GRACE
FAITH
CHRIST
TOTAL

HAWARDEN
HINTON
IRETON
IRETON
KINGSLEY
LEMARS
ORANGE CITY
REMSEN

TRINITY
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
IMMANUEL

ANTHON
BATTLE CREEK
BATTLE CREEK
CHARTER OAK

DES MOINES EAST

DES MOINES WEST

FORT DODGE

LEMARS

MAPLETON

COMM.
62
235
112
115
61
46
44

PLEDGE
$4,500
$15,000
$5,000
$12,000
$1,200
$1,500
$2,000
$91,884

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$72.58
4,500
$47.87
11,250
$40.18
4,500
$89.91
10,340
$14.75
900
$33.70
1,550
$0.00
0
66,881

49
33
763
1409
210
95
497

$600
$1,000
$20,000
$0
$4,750
$5,000
$17,625
$48,875

0
500
10,000
1,050
1,860
5,000
13,219

$6,600
$6,000
$1,000
$2,500
$1,800
$10,000
$2,640
$6,500
$13,000
$49,840

4,648
5,000
1,670
1,875
1,350
8,333
1,980
5,020
9,750

$11,000
$0
$0
$1,500
$0
$9,500
$0
$6,120
$72,000
$7,500
$5,000
$97,740

11,000
0
0
1,000
0
7,920
450
4,590
54,000
1,325
3,750

$2,300
$9,000
$20,000
$4,720
$13,200
$4,500
$25,000
$3,000
$6,000
$5,000
$0
$6,000
$98,720

486
9,000
14,999
2,681
11,000
3,198
21,667
750
4,500
4,583
260
4,500

$13,320
$5,000
$7,000
$9,000
$7,500
$10,000
$20,500
$4,500
$75,620

8,443
2,400
5,833
6,750
3,973
5,000
15,375
3,254

$400
$500
$800
$2,500

6
201
777
598

122
632
51
142
25
433
111
321
394

300
180
10
209
25
170
82
443
2387
148
532

67
260
577
177
1111
58
881
110
68
202
51
289

389
276
24
384
384
537
302
175

94
134
84
56

$0.00
$15.15
$13.11
$0.75
$8.86
$52.63
$26.60

31,629
$38.10
$7.91
$32.75
$13.20
$54.00
$19.24
$17.84
$15.64
$24.75

39,626
$36.67
$0.00
$0.00
$4.78
$0.00
$46.59
$5.49
$10.36
$22.62
$8.95
$7.05

84,035
$7.25
$34.62
$26.00
$15.14
$9.90
$55.14
$24.59
$6.82
$66.18
$22.69
$5.10
$15.57

77,623
$21.71
$8.70
$243.04
$17.58
$10.35
$9.31
$50.91
$18.59

51,028
$0.06
$1.50
$9.25
$10.67

CIRCUIT

CONGREGATION
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
GRACE
ST PAUL
ST MATTHEW
ST PAUL
TOTAL

TOWN
CHARTER OAK
CHARTER OAK
CORRECTIONVILLE
IDA GROVE
MAPLETON
UTE

SAC CITY

ZION
FAITH
FIRST
PILGRIM
EMMANUEL
TRINITY
ST PAUL
ST PETER
ST PAUL
PEACE
TOTAL

AUBURN
EARLY
FONDA
LAKE CITY
LAKE VIEW
ODEBOLT
SAC CITY
SAC CITY
SCHALLER
WALL LAKE

ST JOHN
BETHEL
SHEPHERD OF PEACE
BETHANY
CALVARY
CONCORDIA
FAITH
REDEEMER
ST PAUL
TOTAL

CLIMBING HILL
LAWTON
SGT BLUFF
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY
SIOUX CITY

ST TIMOTHY
IMMANUEL
ST JOHN
ST PAUL
REDEEMER
TRINITY
OUR SAVIOR
IMMANUEL
TRINITY
MT CALVARY
TOTAL

BEDFORD
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CLARINDA
CORNING
CRESTON
LEON
OSCEOLA
SHENANDOAH
VILLISCA

IMMANUEL
ST PAUL
CONCORDIA
ENGLISH
ST JOHN
ST PETER
ZION
PEACE
ST JOHN
OUR SAVIOR
CHRIST THE KING
FIRST ENGLISH
IMMANUEL
IMMANUEL
TOTAL

ESTHERVILLE
HARTLEY
LAKE PARK
LARCHWOOD
MAY CITY
OCHEYEDAN
OCHEYEDAN
ROCK RAPIDS
SANBORN
SHELDON
SPENCER
SPENCER
SPIRIT LAKE
TERRIL

ST JOHN
ST PAUL
ST JOHN
ST PETER
GRACE
ST JOHN
ZION
TOTAL
Grand total

ALTA
ALTA
GALVA
NEWELL
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE
STORM LAKE

SIOUX CITY

SOUTHWEST

SPENCER

STORM LAKE

COMM.
421
89
55
782
272
276

PLEDGE
$10,800
$6,000
$500
$14,000
$2,000
$10,000
$48,800

ACTUAL PER COMM.
$19.24
8,100
$38.54
3,430
$4.85
267
$15.41
12,050
$5.51
1,500
$23.45
6,473
33,401

50
54
21
236
357
219
436
35
210
428

$1,200
$4,000
$400
$6,300
$15,000
$14,500
$12,000
$2,000
$15,500
$7,000
$88,400

1,075
3,086
200
4,700
11,250
10,378
13,200
500
11,625
4,083

$3,300
$8,000
$1,200
$1,200
$5,000
$600
$300
$55,000
$18,000
$106,500

0
2,000
0
900
17,927
150
300
45,833
27,927

$0
$0
$7,500
$3,000
$2,000
$6,600
$500
$2,200
$6,000
$0
$28,570

0
0
5,625
1,500
1,500
5,940
300
1,133
3,725
0

$4,500
$29,800
$2,040
$5,520
$6,000
$6,000
$6,000
$5,000
$8,500
$800
$1,000
$35,000
$35,750
$6,000
$152,910

2,859
22,365
1,735
3,825
1,500
4,500
4,910
4,167
7,084
800
750
24,565
27,450
3,850

$12,800
$4,050
$18,000
$5,000
$10,000
$5,000
$14,200
$71,800

13,078
3,136
11,727
3,750
7,500
3,407
2,739

55
144
124
67
616
75
235
1189
706

10
235
518
227
123
245
53
114
110
99

251
338
139
40
112
134
72
251
188
21
120
650
743
139

203
259
326
117
337
376
287

$21.50
$57.15
$9.52
$19.92
$31.51
$47.39
$30.28
$14.29
$55.36
$9.54

60,097
$0.00
$13.89
$0.00
$13.43
$29.10
$2.00
$1.28
$38.55
$39.56

95,038
$0.00
$0.00
$10.86
$6.61
$12.20
$24.24
$5.66
$9.93
$33.86
$0.00

19,723
$11.39
$66.17
$12.48
$95.63
$13.39
$33.58
$68.19
$16.60
$37.68
$38.10
$6.25
$37.79
$36.94
$27.70

110,359

45,337
1,028,681

$64.42
$12.11
$35.97
$32.05
$22.26
$9.06
$9.54

Carole White,
MBA
Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127
800-843-5233 | lcef.org

The Word Became Flesh...
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
- John 1:14 (NKJV)
This passage is familiar to so many of us and we often hear or read it every
Christmas. Like countless other Christians, I would have loved to have
seen the God Incarnate asleep in the manger. To have been alive at that
time to rejoice with the angels and shepherds who shared the amazing
news that the promised Savior had been born!
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
- Matthew 1:23 (NKJV)
He is with us now and we do get to see Him! He is among us wherever
His Word, THE Word, is told, shared, proclaimed, and preached and His
Sacraments are administered. We can still rejoice with the angels and, like
the shepherds, we can make known all we have seen and heard, we can
glorify and praise God for all that He has done for us.

It has been my privilege to be among you, Saints, in both new and familiar ways this past year. LCEF partners with
investors and borrowers to help you further proclaim the Good News.
Thank you for your support of and partnership with Lutheran Church Extension Fund. God
bless you with strong faith; enjoy a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit
accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only
in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read
the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal,
accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation.
UMB Bank n.a. serves as the custodian for the LCEF IRA/HSA programs. The State of Washington has adopted a
regulatory position that currently prohibits residents of Washington State from opening a new investment unless
they are already an LCEF investor and 18 years or older. Visit lcef.org for details.
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IOWAY PONY EXPRESS
Remember the bygone days in the old wild west when Pony Express
riders moved the mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to California? Each rider
would ride 10 or 15 miles to the next station and trade horses. After
moving the sack of mail 50 to 75 miles, another rider would take over.
This colorful mail delivery system started in 1860 but only ran for 18
months when the telegraph line was completed, making mail delivery
easier and faster. It was a colorful, but short, time featuring riders like
Wild Bill Hickok.
That was a long time ago. Did you know that IOWAY has brought back the same concept? This time it
is to move donated items to where they are needed. As most of you know, there is a great need to help
the students at Moulton Elementary School in Des Moines, a school of over 500 students in grades K–
5 many of whom are refugees and immigrants speaking 31 different languages. Especially this year,
the needs of families are great. Iowa District West individuals are responding and showing God’s love
to the students by providing much needed items. Audri, the community coordinator at the school, is the
contact person who receives the donations and distributes the blankets, clothes, quilts, etc. An IOWAY
goal this year was to provide 500 quilts. The challenge is moving the many donations to Moulton. This
is where the Pony Express system comes into play.
One express route covering many miles started in Algona
with Karen Seegebarth. She loaded her vehicle with the
20 tops she made, plus the batting and backing needed to
finish the quilts. Her first stop was at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Algona, where Barb Bitterman added 54 quilts
and 4 body pillows for the next leg of the journey. Two
vehicles were needed, so Karen and Bonnie Hartman
continued the express route to Fort Dodge. My husband
Lynn and I met them for the next phase of the journey. I
added clothes and snow boots donated by Barb Schulze
of Fort Dodge, stuffing the van to capacity.
The van was routed to Jefferson and later it was off to Ames on the next leg of the journey. There, 14
quilts were added from the quilters at Memorial Lutheran. Ten of the unfinished quilts from Karen
were left there so the Memorial quilters can complete
them. Later, they will be taken to Moulton. Judy
Newhouse and Linda Vogtlin were the coordinators at
Memorial. From there, the van headed to its destination at
Moulton in Des Moines. The load of donations was
delivered to Audri who was delighted to receive them.
Now she can meet many of the needs of the students with
warm quilts, blankets and clothing items as the cold of
winter approaches. While the van was being unloaded,
Karen Heldt with Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale,
delivered her second load of new coats and other items.
And you thought the old Pony Express was no longer
working. It works well for IOWAY!

There are other constantly changing routes in this system. Sam Lee, Charter Oak, tied 20 quilts
previously made by Karen Seegebarth, and delivered them to Sandy Bubke at Mapleton. On the next
leg of the journey, Sandy took them to Carroll to Deb and Dale Schmidt. They, in turn, moved them to
Jefferson to my van which was part of the load described above.
Before this run, Dale and Deb Schmidt had a practice run and brought 12 coats and other items to
Jefferson where they picked up 60 fleece blankets and afghans and delivered them to their son in Des
Moines. Their son, Andy, dropped them off at Moulton.
In an unrelated express run, Nancy and Dale Bruns from Jolley traveled to Farnhamville to pick up
baby quilts made by Diane Grant and continued on to Jefferson. There they picked up thousands of
rolled bandages made by super volunteers at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Webster City. Later Nancy and
Dale delivered that load to Global Health Ministries in Fridley, Minnesota.
A shorter “ride” was delivering two large bags of much needed items and gift cards donated by
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Guthrie Center. The cargo was delivered to Jefferson by Joni Carstens
and I delivered it to Beacon of Hope in Fort Dodge. Barb Schulze, Fort Dodge had delivered boots,
coats and warm clothes to the Iowa District West office. I loaded them up delivered them to Moulton!
As you can see, the IOWAY Pony Express is working well! There are many “express riders” and a
great number of routes. This system has lasted for many years, outliving the short duration of the
original Pony Express. This system is constantly developing and improving to share the love of God
with His children in need.
Ellie Menz
IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator
807 W. South, Jefferson IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515-370-1159

Sponsor a Child
And share the love of Jesus!

Your $300 yearly donation makes it possible for a child in
Haiti to receive an education.

By supporting a child to attend school you're providing hope for the future of Haiti.
An educated child provides a future job and an income for their family.
And when families improve, communities do too.

Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us?
The Haiti child sponsorship program is coordinated by
Ministry in Mission, a 501(c)3 charitable organization and a Recognized
Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

"...I have come that
they may have life
and have it to the
full."
- John 10:10b

How does my donation support Haiti?

Ellie Menz, Iowa District West IOWAY Director, assures you that your taxdeductible donation to Ministry in Mission is wired directly to our incountry partners in Haiti who purchase school supplies, uniforms, and
pay tuition for the student you sponsor. Ministry in Mission is volunteer
operated, meaning no administrative fees are deducted from your gift 100% of your donation directly supports a family in need.

You have questions...
...we have answers!
Does my support cover everything?

Your $300 donation does not cover all costs associated with a
child's education. We believe in giving families access to
education but still value the investment they make. Your
donation serves as a scholarship to the child while making it
more affordable for the family to send their child to school.

Can I contact the child I sponsor?

Yes and no. Unfortunately, as a developing country Haiti lacks
many of the goods and services we've come to enjoy here in
the United States. There's no Post Office or FedEx or UPS. Large
quantities of goods are sent via cargo ships, but may take
months to reach their final destination. However, if you'd ever
decide to take a trip to Haiti there's a good chance you'll be able
to meet the child you sponsor in person!

Is it possible to sponsor more than one child?
Yes, absolutely! In fact a number of families, churches, youth groups,
and other individuals sponsor multiple children each year! There's
always a need in Haiti for more children to be educated! You can even
make your donations whenever you'd like - every 3 or 6 months - or
once a year - whatever is convenient for you!

What will I receive?

You'll receive a photo of the child you support along with
information about them, which you can use to remember to pray
for him or her and their family. Each year volunteers return to Haiti
to update each child's information and pass it along to you. Also,
each first-time sponsor receives a special, handmade gift!

(tear here and return this portion with your donation)

_____ Yes! I'd like to make a donation of $300 to send a child in Haiti to school!
I'd prefer to sponsor: ____ Boy ____ Girl ____ No preference
____ Age 3-6 ____ Age 7-12 ____Age 13+ ____ No preference
_____ Please contact me about quarterly or 6-month payment options.

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ____________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________
___ Check here if you'd like to receive the Ministry in Mission newsletter via
email, sent once per quarter, with ministry updates from Haiti.

Have questions about the program?
Contact Spencer Owen, Coordinator of
Haiti Child Sponsorship Program, at
712-790-4665 or dcespencer@gmail.com.

Please make your tax-deductible gift to
"Ministry in Mission" and mail it to:

Ministry in Mission
13442 Shady Lane
Chesterland, OH 44026

6

TWO VERY NOT NORMAL MISSIONARIES FROM ALTA, IOWA VISIT THE
WORLD-FAMOUS MISSION CENTRAL
Over the last 27 years, Old Missionary Gary has had the privilege of meeting many
NOT NORMAL people! One NOT NORMAL couple he met many years ago from Alta,
Iowa was farmer Dave Friedrich and his dear wife Trish. They farmed in the area of
the Hanover Church in the rural Alta, Iowa area.
Some time ago, Trish became a victim of cancer and was called to our real home. Old
Missionary Gary had the privilege of praying with Dave and Trish not long before she
was called to be with Jesus! Our friend, Dave was left alone to carry on his life. Trish
was missed, but we know that we will see her again.
Just recently we learned that the Lord sent a special new helper for Dave, and her
name is Kay! Kay is from Nebraska, and she and Trish were good friends for many
years. Kay was alone, and so was Dave. The rest is HISTORY! The Lord planned this
all out so that they would not have to spend their days alone! The Lord told us a long
time ago, “It is not good for man to be alone.” This union was an answer to prayer.
On Friday, October 23, this special couple came to Mission Central to see what God
can do with an old set of farm buildings in the middle of nowhere! What a JOY to
meet Kay for the first time, and to provide them with a special tour and prayer
together in the little wayside chapel. It was a time we won’t forget.
This newly married couple is pictured in our office at the Lord’s Mission Central, with
our Boss in the background. What a special day!

SPECIAL FRIENDS FROM BATTLE CREEK, IOWA VISIT!
What a JOY and blessing to welcome some very dear longtime friends to the WorldFamous Mission Central for a special tour on October 21, 2020! These special
missionaries have been acquainted with Old Missionary Gary for many years.
The Rev. Randy Cormeny, pastor of St. John Lutheran Church at Battle Creek, Iowa,
wanted some of his members to see the MIRACLES here at the Lord’s Mission Central.
The men enjoyed seeing the animals in the
Lord’s Creation Theater. What a blessing to
show them what God can do with 30 taxidermy
animals to tell the story of HIS creation and
what HE created on the 6th day of Creation. It
was truly a special day that these dear friends
will never forget!
Pictured left to right are Rev. Randy Cormeny,
Gene Gross and Orville Hummelgard in front of
our Boss here at the Lord’s Mission Central!

GOD USES TEACHERS AND ROOFERS TO GET HIS WORK DONE!
The Lord can use all kinds of people to get HIS work done. At Mission Central, we
have seen how God “calls” special people at just the right time.
The Lord uses shepherds, fishermen, tax collectors, tent makers, carpenters, and ALL
KINDS OF PEOPLE FROM ALL DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS TO GET HIS WORK DONE.
We have a very special friend from Denison, Iowa who is a teacher during the school
year and a roofer during the summer! Craig Bogatzke is a dear friend who has helped
us with projects at our Mission Central location. Craig made a special trip to Mission
Central on October 15, 2020 to spend some
time here at this MIRACLE PLACE! What a
great encouragement.
It is because of friends like Craig, that we have
been able to continue this important MISSION
WORK for the Lord Jesus. Our friend Craig is
pictured in front of our Boss here at Mission
Central. We thank the Lord for special friends
like Craig Bogatzke.

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!

Iowa District
West, LCMS

News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church:
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

DECEMBER
2020

WORSHIPING DURING THE
PANDEMIC:
In the midst of the pandemic, with masks and
social distancing, we worship the Lord. With
nervous members and others not yet willing to
come to public worship, we worship the Lord.
Last month I had to cancel our two Sunday services due to my own illness. Paula and I were tested and we were both positive for COVID.
At Grace Hispanic in Storm Lake we are also
struggling with members not yet ready to come
back to church.
At Zion in Denison, where our Amigos en
Cristo (see bottom photo) ministry meets, they
From left: Mayra, Elbert, Josh, Alma, Maria, Arcadia
and Luis. *I asked them to take off their masks for this photo.

THE PEREZ FAMILY LEADING THE
MISSION WAY:
The historic picture above reveals how our
Hispanic ministry has transitioned over the
years in Denison. Last month, Maria Perez and
family came to church. Her two daughters,
Mayra and Alma who live in Omaha and
Council Bluffs came as well. We were so
pleased to see them as it had been awhile due
to the pandemic. Even more exciting was to
see Josh and to hear that he and Alma were
married in October! Both Mayra and Alma
and their siblings grew up in our Hispanic Lutheran Church. Now Mayra and Alma are living and working on their own in other communities where they have continued in their
Lutheran faith. Mayra goes to St. Paul’s in
Council Bluffs and Josh and Alma are members
of St. Marks in Omaha. This is the future goal
of our bilingual ministry as we bring Hispanic
immigrants to faith that they will also bless our
English ministries. We have one united work
together, sharing the Good News of Jesus as
Lord and Savior.

are struggling with the question of what to do with
their damaged church building. They are meeting
regularly to decide whether to rebuild or repair it.

Challenges, challenges, challenges...still so many challenges to our ministries in these days and months. We
need to remember that throughout Scripture, from Deuteronomy to Hebrews, we hear the Lord’s promise
quoted to aid us: “I will never leave you or forsake you.”
We will worship our Lord and Savior in spite of the
many challenges.

Amigos en Cristo Sunday worship in the gym at
Zion in Denison.

7

Page 2

CALL PROCESS UPDATE
FOR DENISON AND STORM LAKE

OUR ANNUAL UNITED SERVICE: ANOTHER CASUALTY OF THE COVID-19 YEAR
For many years, three of our Hispanic churches
(Storm Lake, Denison and Sioux City) have enjoyed
the Sunday before Thanksgiving at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Odebolt. We held a joint worship service
and a fellowship meal. But not this year! The picture
above was our group from 2019. With the COVID
pandemic, we did not feel it would be safe to meet
with our diverse group and we certainly do not want
to cause concerns for Trinity. We pray we soon will
all be able to get together again.

We continue to partner with Iowa District West
for support in the Call process of a permanent pastor. Last month the Iowa District West Board of
Directors voted to call a bilingual pastor for western Iowa. We are now waiting to have interviews
via Zoom with two bilingual pastors, one in the U.S.
and the other in Mexico. It is an exciting time for
our unique ministry and we pray that God would
honor us with a dedicated bilingual pastor. Since
we began this ministry in 1999, we have had three
pastors serving in Denison and four serving in
Storm Lake. Of course, each community has greatly
changed in those years and they will continue to do
so after 2020. Please pray for the Call process for
this important and unique ministry. Both Denison
and Storm Lake are great mission fields that we
pray with God’s Word we will Serve to His glory.

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
E-mail: daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

THANK YOU FROM our churches in Denison and Storm Lake:
We are so grateful for the congregations and the individuals who have sacrificially
supported our ministry, either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars.
If you have any questions as to how you can support our Hispanic ministry with
Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact your local Thrivent Financial representative
or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We also invite you to visit either of our services,
on-line, on my Facebook page (Daniel Vogel) or come in person any Sunday at 10:30
a.m. at Grace in Storm Lake or at 12:30 p.m. at Zion in Denison!

PLEASE PRAY: + For the ongoing process of calling a bilingual pastor to serve
Amigos en Cristo in Denison and Grace Hispanic in Storm Lake. And for our partnership with Iowa District West as we begin interviews with prospective pastors. + For
families in Storm Lake unable to worship in person that they would be able to soon
return to be with us. + For Eliseo, Maria, Angela and those who are sick that the Lord
may grant them health and healing. + For safety as we travel in the upcoming wintry
months and for our members traveling to Mexico to be with family. + In thanksgiving
for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West
who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants.

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

December 2020

SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
The Message EVERYONE Needs

Prayers
• Keep your prayers
going for Carmen!
The end of her
chemotherapy is in
sight.
• That our Lord would
continue to open
doors for meaningful
connections with our
Hispanic neighbors in
Siouxland.
• That our Siouxland
Hispanic Ministry
would continue to
find financial stability
so we can continue
the work we’re doing.

For the Calendar
Our quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting will
be: Tuesday,
December 1 at
6:30 pm. Come
and join us! …
TACOS FOR
DINNER!
Hope Lutheran Church

W

hile studying with some brother
pastors this last week, we came across
a quote from a Lutheran theologian
reminding us that, despite the plurality
of religions and beliefs in our world,
there are really just two religions: The
Religion of the Law and The Religion of the Gospel. In
other words, without the Gospel revealed to us in
Scripture — the “Good News” that God has reconciled
the world to Himself in Christ (2 Cor 5:19) — we are
only left with what comes naturally to us: The Religion
of the Law, or the belief that we must reconcile ourselves
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Supporting
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry
In this time of pandemic,
we have lost much of our
regular support for our
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry. If financially
supporting a specific
ministry is something you
or your congregation has
been considering, please
keep us in mind. We are
also in need of your
prayers—please add us to
your daily prayer list!

Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to
support our
Hispanic ministry
here in Siouxland,
please send aid to
the address on the
bottom of the page.
Make checks
payable to Hope
Lutheran Church
with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the
memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

December 2020

to God or the universe or some higher power. We
must placate divine wrath with our goodness. Do
good, get good. Do bad, get bad. This is karma.
This is natural. But this is not the Gospel. The
Gospel is a new message, foreign to our ears: a
message of God descending to us since we cannot
ascend to Him; a God who bleeds and dies and
rises again to placate His own wrath against you; a
God who declares you forgiven, innocent, cleansed
because of what He has done for you rather than
what you do for Him. No strings attached. No
karma. No Religion of the Law. This is the
Religion of the Gospel. You are reconciled to God
through Christ! And this message — the message
that we Christians have by God’s grace and mercy
— is the message EVERYONE needs!

This last month has been a good one in spite
of the continued changes we are all getting used to.
A few highlights:
(1) Our new Saturday program of “Faith, Fun,
and Food” continues to go well. We have close to 15
kids that attend regularly. One of my catechism
students, Angel, was excited to show me the
Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed that he’s
been studying with Mr. Ed (one of our teachers).
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

December 2020

(2) Our local YMCA has started a community education program. They’ve
asked me to share my story with our Spanish speakers and to help with the ESL
classes. This will be yet another way of getting connected to our Hispanic
neighbors in our Siouxland community.
(3) We had a special potluck/Divine Service in Spanish for Reformation
Sunday. The food was delicious, we had a few visitors who had the chance to hear
the Gospel proclaimed, and it also happened to be Carmen’s birthday!
Picture on
page 1: Four
of our “Faith,
Fun, and Food”
students
working on the
Lord’s Prayer.

Picture on
page 2: A
group working
on the Bible
stories.
Picture above: Our group of members and visitors for Reformation Sunday (we
are missing a couple in the picture).

That’s it for now! May our Lord bless you and keep you!
Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support
of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

(Isaiah 9:6 NIV)

December is finally here! We can sense that
not just from the cold air outside but also the
beautiful Christmas lights and decorations that
are hung in the streets and on the houses.
That’s right! It is December, and Christmas is
almost here!
I love this old Christmas song, “It’s beginning
to look a lot like Christmas! Everywhere you go.
Take a look in the five and ten glistening once
again. With candy canes and silver lanes aglow.
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas. Toys in
every store….”
Not sure about you, but I had no idea what
“the five and ten” is in the song. After searching
the internet, I finally realized that was a retail
store selling a wide variety of inexpensive
articles like dollar stores today. And yes, as
Christmas is getting closer, all the stores are full
of sparkling lights and toys.
A couple Saturdays ago, early in the morning,
I took my 6-year-old son grocery shopping,

thinking that would be a great father-son
bonding time. He still felt sleepy at that time.
However, as we walked into the store, his eyes
suddenly became big and bright. “Dad, I want
this for Christmas!” “No, we are here for
groceries. Not for toys,” I replied. A minute
later he saw a four-wheeler ATV toy, and he
shouted, “I want that!” “No! You already have
that at home!” Once again, I cruelly poured cold
water over his excitements. “But dad, this one is
blue, and blue is my favorite color.” “I know blue
is your favorite color, but we are here for grocery
shopping, not toy shopping. Listen! You can
help daddy find all the items on the shopping list.
Plus, you already have the best present for
Christmas. Do you know what that is?”
You might think I am a scrooge; but I am not
against giving Christmas presents. However, I
have noticed that our children have been
bombarded with too many Christmas presents
nowadays. They do not know how to appreciate
the things they already have, especially the
present God the Father has given us – His Son
Jesus.
All the earthly presents may bring smiles to
your face for a while, but they are only
temporary happiness. The baby in the manger

has brought us something far more superior
because it is eternal life. When all the sparkling
lights are turned off after Christmas, the light,
the true light Jesus will always be shining in this
world.
Jesus, in John 8:12, says, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”
This year, my wife and I have agreed that,
besides buying items for the stockings, we will
not buy any expensive Christmas presents for
our children. We will use that money for a short
family getaway. During that time, we will help
our children to know that Christmas is not about
wanting more temporary material presents, but
spending time with Jesus, who is the best
present that God has prepared for us.
Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, that
You have given us the best present we can ever
ask for - Your Son Jesus. By His blood on the
cross we now have life eternal. Help us to
treasure this precious gift this year and every
year. In His precious name we pray. Amen.
Pastor Kenny Hsu
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Sioux City, IA
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The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
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Sioux City at 8 a.m.
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Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Vision

Refreshing Body & Spirit

Mission We provide Sanctuary which connects guests with
God and His Creation
Values:

Gospel, Safety, Excellence, Wellness, Stewardship, Legacy

SAVE THE DATE:
January 29-31 | Ice Fishing Retreat

January 30 | Winter Games Family Funfest!

Looking for a summer job?
Know someone who is
committed to serving others
and glorifying God?
Refer them to us! Camps
across the U.S. are hiring
this summer!
Learn more at
campokoboji.org
and
nloma.org
Apply today!
Join The Camp Family!

Did you know that most babies with a prenatal diagnosis
of Down Syndrome never draw their first breath?

70% of babies diagnosed in utero are aborted.

Special New Initiative Launched by Lutheran Family Service
Together with you, Lutheran Family
Service believes that every life is precious, created in God’s image, and given
immense value by our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ who has called and redeemed each one. We not only believe
this, but we put this belief into action
every day to share this truth with others
and to save those who are deemed by
the world to be unworthy of life.
Building on our 120-year-old life-affirming
ministry of placing orphan children into
Christian homes and families, Lutheran
Family Service is excited to announce a
new Down Syndrome Adoption Initiative
to reach women who have received a
prenatal diagnosis of Down Syndrome
and are considering abortion. We will
help them choose life for their baby and,
if needed, find a loving family through
adoption. The initiative will also identify
and prepare Christian couples to adopt
newborns with Down Syndrome, providing LFS’ adoption related services at no
charge to remove a financial barrier that
might otherwise prohibit them from par-

ticipating. This new Initiative will be possible through financial partnership gifts from
people who care about life, including unborn babies with a diagnosis of Down Syndrome.
As part of the recently announced For Such
a Time as This Campaign, Lutheran Family
Service is working to raise $48,000 of new
support to launch the Down Syndrome
Adoption Initiative.

Our first family is now ready and
waiting. Grant & Sara De Jong are parents of five amazing children, including
14-year-old Cheyenne who has Down
Syndrome. They have room in their
hearts and home for another child and
are particularly interested in adopting a
baby with Down Syndrome. “Doctors
tell pregnant women that Down Syndrome is a terrible thing, a burden and
to abort their baby. But, when you talk
to parents of children with Down Syndrome, they feel like they've won the
lottery. Down Syndrome is nothing to
be afraid of,” says Sara. Meet the
De Jong’s and see their story here.

Pastor,
Is there a couple in your congregation
who might be interested in adopting a
child with Down Syndrome?

•

•

Invite them to visit the LFS website
at https://lutheranfamilyservice.org/
adoption-services/down-syndromeadoption/ for more information
Advise them to fill out the adoption
information request form at https://
lutheranfamilyservice.org/adoptionservices/adoption-informationrequest/

What can you do if one of your members
has a child with a pre-natal diagnosis of
Down Syndrome or any other crisis
pregnancy situation? While your care as
their pastor will go a long way, LFS can
provide specialized support. You can:

•

Point them to https://
lutheranfamilyservice.org/pregnancy
-support/

•

Advise them to text "PregnancyHelp"
to 56525 or call 515-351-4900 to talk
with an LFS Pregnancy Counselor

•

You or your members can ask questions, request more information and
find support at https://
lutheranfamilyservice.org/contact/

Will you and your congregation partner
with LFS to help launch the new Down
Syndrome Adoption Initiative?
• Contact LFS’ Rev. Mick Wolfram or
Rev. Dr. Jim Lamb at 515-573-3138
to schedule an LFS Sunday and learn
more
• Gather a special collection for LFS’
Down Syndrome Adoption Initiative
• Invite individuals to learn more and
make a gift online at https://
lutheranfamilyservice.org or mail a
gift by check with notation for Down
Syndrome Adoption Initiative to LFS,
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort
Dodge, IA 50501
• Contact Wanda Pritzel at
wpritzel@lutheranfamilyservice.org
to explore more support options

Is There a Lot of Paperwork?

Member schools in the Iowa Lutheran STO

No! Simply fill out one brief form with your contact information and the amount you are pledging/
donating. When you’re ready to send your donation,
make your check to the Iowa Lutheran STO and send it
to ILSTO, BOX 176, TERRIL, IA 51364.

•

Trinity Lutheran, Boone

•

Valley Lutheran, Cedar Falls

•

Trinity Lutheran, Cedar Rapids

•

Clarinda Lutheran

The tax credit certificate is sent directly to you
from the STO, to be attached to your tax return.
It is that simple.

•

Trinity Lutheran, Davenport

•

Zion Lutheran, Denison

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Fort Dodge

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Latimer

•

Central Lutheran, Newhall

•

Zion-St. John Lutheran, Paullina

•

Community Lutheran, Readlyn

•

St. Paul Lutheran, Sioux City

•

Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran, Spencer

•

Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

Donation Deadline
The donation deadline for the 2020-2021 school year is
December 31, 2020. Although the deadline to receive
gifts is in December, we like to get the funds pledged
or raised by November each year. Be sure to return
your pledge early, because once our total has been
raised, we may not be able to accept your donation
and you’ll miss out on the tax credit.

IOWA LUTHERAN
STO

ILSTO
BOX 176
TERRIL, IA 51364
www.iowalutheransto.org
Ph. 712-260-2991
Dewey Torkelson
Program Manager

Give the gift of school choice to an ILSTO

Your donation to the Iowa Lutheran STO gives
qualifying families the ability to choose a Christian
education that is academically excellent and supports
the values our families cherish. In return, you will
receive an Iowa tax credit and the gift of knowing that
you helped some great children attend a Lutheran
School!

What is a School Tuition
Organization?
A School Tuition Organization (STO) is a charitable
organization representing two or more accredited
nonpublic schools in Iowa that receives contributions
from Iowa taxpayers and allocates those funds in
tuition grants to Iowa families. The grants are used to
attend one of the schools in the STO.
“This is a great way for me to direct some of my
tax dollars. The tax credit is extremely generous
and I can take 35% of the gift as a deduction on
my federal income taxes! The STO mails me my
tax certificate and I simply submit it with my state
taxes. What a great way to support Christian
education.”
—STO Donor

The Basics of Giving to the STO:
1.
2.
3.

4.

Contribute to the ILSTO and designate your gift.
Receive a 65% tax credit off your final Iowa state
income tax bill.
You may be able to deduct 35% of your
contribution on your federal tax return form
when you itemize.
Best of all, your contribution goes directly to help
provide a Christian education for a Lutheran School
student who could not otherwise afford it.

How Much Money is Available for
the Tax Credits?

Is a Tax Credit Better Than
a Tax Deduction?

For the 2020-2021 school year, ILSTO has been
allocated $950,000. These funds need to be received
by December 31, 2020.

A tax deduction simply reduces the total amount of
income on which your tax is computed. A tax
credit is taken directly off the amount you owe in
state taxes and is better than a deduction.

Who May Receive These Tuition
Grants?
The legislation restricts tuition grants to students living
in households with incomes that do not exceed an
amount equal to four times the federal poverty guideline based on family size. This is an increase from
three times in 2018, which means even more families
will qualify. This also means that our STO needs more
donations. Families that meet these guidelines
complete an application. The ILSTO Committee then
allocates these funds based on a formula in a
confidential, timely manner.

This is the most generous Iowa tax credit
available.
What About My Federal
Income Tax?
You are allowed to deduct 35% of the donation
amount as a charitable contribution. (Using a
$10,000 example, you could use $3,500
as a charitable contribution deduction.) Please
consult your tax advisor about how to maximize
your contribution.

Who Can Donate To An STO?
Any Iowa taxpayer can donate. In addition, STOs can
receive donations from partnerships, S-Corporations,
LLCs, estates, or trusts electing to have income taxed
directly to the individual. Donors receive an Iowa
income tax credit equal to 65% of the total amount of
a donation made to an STO. Both cash and non-cash
items such as stock are acceptable donations.

35%
65%

Federal Deduction

Iowa Tax Credit

Ordination Anniversaries – 2021
We share with the leadership of our congregations the names and ordination dates of Iowa District West
pastors who will celebrate “special” ordination anniversaries during 2021. Congregations are encouraged to
observe these ministry milestones with an appropriate celebration.
If we have erred or failed to include someone who is observing an anniversary this year, please contact Jill
Davis at the District office.
We rejoice and give thanks to God with these gifts to His Church.
Five (5) Years
The Rev. Bill Clark - Urbandale
The Rev. Daniel Petrak - Living Faith, Clive
The Rev. Lucas Booher - Zion, Storm Lake
The Rev. Joseph Bangert - St. John, Sanborn
The Rev. David Viggers - Trinity, Odebolt
The Rev. Ryan Roehrig - St. Paul, Carroll
The Rev. Daniel Steeb - Immanuel, Logan
The Rev. John Koopman - St. Paul, Emmetsburg/Peace, West Bend

1/10/2016
1/10/2016
6/19/2016
6/26/2016
6/26/2016
7/17/2016
7/17/2016
7/31/2016

Ten (10) Years
The Rev. Joshua Keinath - Zion, Denison
The Rev. Thomas Marth - Immanuel, Estherville
The Rev. Don Pobanz - Atlantic (Emeritus)
The Rev. Timothy Frank - St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs

6/12/2011
7/10/2011
7/17/2011
7/24/2011

Fifteen (15) Years
The Rev. Max Phillips - Christ, Bouton/Zion, Ogden
The Rev. Kevin Roop - Peace, Marcus
The Rev. Christopher Nitzel - St. Paul, Hartley
The Rev. David Doellinger - Trinity, Marcus/Pilgrim, Quimby

2/12/2006
6/4/2006
7/2/2006
7/16/2006

Twenty-five (25) Years
The Rev. David Kottlowski - Ankeny (Emeritus)
The Rev. Mark Kluzek - Faith, Deloit/St. John, Kiron

8/4/1996
12/8/1996

Thirty (30) Years
The Rev. Richard Salcido - St. Paul, Ida Grove
The Rev. Todd Jenks - St. Paul, Ames
The Rev. Merle Mahnken - Immanuel, Schleswig
The Rev. Alan Miller - Peace, Glidden/Trinity, Coon Rapids
The Rev. David Zirpel - Redeemer, Sioux City
The Rev. Richard Merrill - Immanuel, St. John, St. Paul, Charter Oak

6/9/1991
6/16/1991
6/23/1991
7/14/1991
7/28/1991
8/11/1991

Thirty-five (35) Years
The Rev. Donald Erickson - St. John, Germantown
The Rev. Bruce Peffer - Bethany, Sioux City
The Rev. Glenn Bohmer - Estherville (Emeritus)
The Rev. Virgil Ewoldt - Milford (Emeritus)

6/8/1986
6/22/1986
8/3/1986
8/3/1986

Forty (40) Years
The Rev. Richard Jordan - Walnut Creek, CA (Emeritus)
The Rev. Lyle Hansen - Zion, Ogden/Christ, Bouton
The Rev. Carl Hedberg - Mason City (Emeritus)

6/21/1981
6/28/1981
7/26/1981

Forty-five (45) Years
The Rev. David Ericksen - Hartley (Emeritus)
The Rev. Paul Sieveking - Fenton, MO (Emeritus)

6/20/1976
6/20/1976

Fifty (50) Years
The Rev. Richard Osslund - Brooklyn (Emeritus)
The Rev. Stephen Ude - Zion, Ogden/Christ, Bouton
The Rev. Jerome Wagoner - Mt. Calvary, Villisca

3/14/1971
6/20/1971
8/1/1971

Fifty-five (55) Years
The Rev. Curtis Foreman - Grimes (Emeritus)

7/3/1966

Sixty (60) Years
The Rev. Albert Buelow - West Des Moines (Emeritus)

6/11/1961

