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CALL ACCEPTED
Rev. Michael Barnes, EM, Norwalk, to Peace, Des Moines.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Mike Boothby, St. Paul, Ireton, to St. Paul, Marion, IA.
Rev. Martin Davis, Trinity/St. Paul, Anthon/Battle Creek, to St. Paul, Parkersburg, WV.
CALLS RECEIVED
Rev. Charles Horkey, EM, North Sioux City, SD, to Faith, Sioux City.
Rev. Steven Stoll, Trinity, Hinton, to Tabor/Emmanuel, Mountain/Breed, WI.
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Rev. Keith Christiansen, EM, from Pacific Southwest District, 11-17-2020.
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CHANGE OF STATUS
Lori Gamble, Candidate, to Emeritus, 11-19-2020.
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Deanna Otto, Candidate, to Pacific Southwest District, 11-10-2020.

Calendar of Events
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Planting Together
January 2021

409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
Does your New Year’s Planning Include Saving for Retirement?
The new year brings gratitude for the Lord’s provision
over the past year and His guidance in planning for the
year ahead. As you consider your opportunities for
IRA contributions, consider Lutheran Church Extension Fund. With the traditional IRA, contributions
may be tax deductible and with a Roth IRA, your
contributions grow tax free. Contact your tax advisor
for more information about which IRA best meets your needs. To
learn more about LCEF’s Traditional or Roth IRA, call 800-843-5233.
Your LCEF IRA is a good example of spiritually responsible stewardship: saving for your personal future financial needs while supporting
the work of LCMS ministries in our district and across the Synod. When
you invest with LCEF, you are not only supporting LCMS ministries—
you are also partnering with a financial institution that shares your Lutheran beliefs. Setting aside a portion of your financial blessings for
your retirement years is sensible stewardship and maybe it’s a
new good start for you in 2021!

College Scholarships for Full-time Church Work – Joy in Ministry
Iowa District West is blessed with money that has been gifted for the
support of students choosing church work as a full-time career. The
scholarship committee was able to award over $200,000 to seminarians,
those studying to be Lutheran teachers, DCEs and the like, and those
attending a Concordia. Please pray for more people to consider church
work as a full-time career and as you can,
talk to young people about considering fulltime church work as a career. There is
much “Joy in Ministry” as one serves the
church full-time. For more information contact Rev. Tom Schlund (515-295-3518 or
pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org).
Ramsey+
The District Stewardship Committee is offering Ramsey+ to the first 35
congregations who respond to Rev. Haney (keith@iowadistrictwest.org).
This is a tool you can offer to your congregation and school families free
of charge for a year. It has everything you need to learn how to manage
your finances—all in one place! This all-access membership includes
bestselling money tools, apps, content, and resources to help take control of your money for good. Membership includes access to premium
features, including Financial Peace University, EveryDollar budget reporting and automatic bank transactions, the BabySteps app, Ask a
Coach, the Debt Snowball Calculator, PLUS so much more. We are
asking all congregations who sign up to consider a donation of $725 to
offset the cost.
Faith Formation Conference
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis hosted an online conference regarding
faith formation on October 20-22 with pastors, church workers, and laity
participating from 18 different districts. They plan to repeat this conference online on January 12-14, 2021. The schedule can be found on their
website: https://www.forminglutherans.org/event/treasures-old-and-new/.

Carole White, LCEF Vice President
carole.white@lcef.org
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDICinsured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to
buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is
made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Neither LCEF nor its representatives
give legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult a tax advisor as to the applicability of this
information to your own situation. UMB Bank n.a. serves as the custodian of the LCEF
IRA program.

Calendar of Events
January 1...New Year’s Day—District Office Closed
January 16...Treasurers Workshop (virtually) - 9-11am
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

BLUEPRINTS for Children’s MINISTRY
From the moment life begins and through all the years that follow, God entrusts
His children to us first at home and then in our church family.
Blueprints for Children’s Ministry can help churches with this
responsibility. In this book, the author covers the basics for
children’s ministry, addressing questions such as these:
Why build a children’s ministry?
What’s the difference between children’s ministry and child
ministry? How can children’s ministry be constructed?
This useful book offers Scripture-based tools for building
children’s ministry in your church. The pages hold definitions, clarity of
ministry, and direction. Both professional church workers and volunteers will find
joy in serving as they construct blueprints to lay a solid faith foundation for
children while partnering with parents. A bonus song is included!

Easter Books for Sharing the Gospel
Why not give the families in your church an Arch Book? You can
encourage them to give it away after they read it. It’s a great way to
share the Easter story.

Jesus Christ is Risen Today!
This book uses language from all four Gospel accounts to retell the
story of our Lord’s resurrection and show how it is the fulfillment of
God’s promise in Genesis to save His people.

Best Loved Easter Stories
This collection celebrates Easter and the series' legacy of
sharing God's Word with generations of readers.
These resources are available at www.cph.org

VBS 2021
It’s time to get “God’s Wonder Lab” set up by choosing your date, recruiting your
volunteers to be directors and leaders of each station, decorating team, etc.
Volunteers and publicity are key. Be sure to pray for God to be at work in BIG
ways through your VBS. If you’re interested in looking at the starter kit from CPH,
I’ll have one available at the district office. Here is this year’s theme and logo.
Our God can make the
impossible possible! He does
marvelous things!
A science lab conducts
experiments that explain how
things are possible. In Jesus’
ministry, He did things that are
impossible. His greatest miracle
of all was dying on the cross
and rising from the dead for
our salvation. At “God’s
Wonder Lab,” discover that
Jesus does the impossible for us.
VBS To Do List and Pointers
✓ Pray (assemble a group of people to be the Prayer Team).
✓ Recruit Directors.
✓ Choose Dates (select dates that don’t interfere with other churches or
special community events).
✓ Recruit station leaders and small group leaders.
✓ Publicize in your church and in the community.
✓ Be organized (volunteers love being a part of an organized, purposeful
event).
✓ Follow the timeline provided by CPH or put together your own timeline.
Deadlines can be very helpful.
✓ Give training to your leaders that includes time in God’s Word, prayer,
and getting to know each other.
✓ Find creative ways to reach your neighborhood and your community.
✓ Look for ways to get your entire congregation involved.
✓ Complete a background check on all volunteers who are 18 or older.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
A Word for 2021
When I was a kid, I was afraid of the dark. Bad things lurk around in the dark, especially in the
South. Big flying cockroaches lurk in the darkness. It makes mid-night snacks interesting and
adventurous. You tend to not make great decisions in the dark. Making decisions in the dark
can lead to some regrettable consequences.
God’s first act in creation was to turn on the lights. Jesus refers to Himself as “the light” in John
8:12. Jesus spoke to the people again, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
won’t walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
My encouragement for you as believers is to pick a word that will define your year. The word
“light” is the one I picked for 2021. What a great word! My prayer, Lord, is to let me be a
person who turns on the light of faith for those unconnected people walking in darkness. Let
me be a person whose light shines and is not hidden under a bushel. A person whose life points
people back to the one true light, Jesus Christ. Imagine if we all sought to be people of light!
Prayer:
God, you have given us Jesus as the Light of the world. As Paul reminds the children of light,
We do not preach about ourselves. Instead, we preach about Jesus Christ as Lord, and we
describe ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 God said that light should shine out of the
darkness. He is the same one who shone in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of
God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:5-7 CEB). May the light that has shone in
our hearts burst forth in the world so we may reflect the Light in lives of those around us. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.
Here are some events coming up in January.
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis hosted an online conference regarding faith formation on
October 20-22 with pastors, church workers, and laity participating from 18 different
districts. They plan to repeat this conference online on January 12-14, 2021. The schedule
can be found on their website: https://www.forminglutherans.org/event/treasures-old-andnew/.
They envision a twofold goal for this conference. First, it will demonstrate how ancient-future
practices for making disciples can transform a congregation into a place of hospitality.

Second, those who participate in the conference will learn from pastors and congregations who
use these practices how this kind of formation can create and support a sense of congregational
identity that embraces a habitus of hospitality and is mission-focused around the formation of
new disciples.
The District Stewardship Committee is offering Ramsey+ to the first 35 congregations who
respond by email to Rev. Haney (keith@iowadistrictwest.org). This is a tool you can offer to
your congregation and school families free of charge for a year. It has everything you need to
learn how to manage your finances—all in one place! This all-access membership includes
bestselling money tools, apps, content, and resources to help take control of your money for
good. Membership includes access to premium features, including Financial Peace University,
EveryDollar budget reporting and automatic bank transactions, the BabySteps app, Ask a Coach,
the Debt Snowball Calculator, PLUS so much more.
We are asking all congregations who sign up to consider a donation of $725 to offset the cost.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending November 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$112,794

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,170,000

Actual Receipts

$1,141,476

Over (under) anticipated amount

$(28,524)

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$526,500

Balance for District programs & ministries

$614,974

Total Receipts

$1,141,474

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending November 2020

$1,141,476

Month ending November 2019

$1,124,676

Over (under) last year

$16,800

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

LORD, IN THIS NEW YEAR, HELP US
TO BE BETTER STEWARDS OF THE
TIME THAT YOU GIVE US.

It is impossible to give unselfishly without being blessed in return. In Proverbs 3:10, we are told that,
when we give God our first and best, “[our] barns will be filled with plenty.” Proverbs 22:9 tells us, “A
generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.” Jesus tells us that as we give
it will be given back to us (Luke 6:38). God promises us through His Word that He will bless those who
give faithfully. The blessings that we can be certain of are spiritual blessings and, for some, financial
blessings as well. Giving is a blessing for both the giver and the recipient.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
The year is almost over, but you still have time to make a year-end gift before December 31, 2020. Reminder:
according to IRS regulations, it is the postmark that determines the date of a mailed-in gift, not the date written on
the check. If you have a specific ministry you want to support (District missionary, IOWAY, Mission Central, Joy
in Ministry Scholarship Fund, Kapfer Memorial Scholarship, Disaster relief/LERT fund, Yiech family memorial
fund, Youth Gathering, etc.) write on the memo the ministry you want to support or give online by clicking on the
Donate link. The Synod also has several areas to support: www.lcms.org/givenow.

Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurers Workshop
If you missed the November workshop, the District is offering another opportunity to learn
the latest tax updates. Plan now to attend the upcoming online workshop on January 16,
2021 from 9 to 11 am. This session will be a high-level general overview and offer a great
opportunity to get all your questions answered. Pastors and any individuals within the
church having financial responsibilities should participate. To avoid winter weather and
COVID-19 challenges, this will be held virtually. The guest speaker will be Mr. Bob Joy, CPA. He is very
knowledgeable and has nearly 30 years of financial experience. Bob owns his own accounting business
specializing in clergy taxes and is the accounting manager for a large church. It would be helpful to inform Roger
Curtis if you plan to listen online or register at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/treasurer_wrkshp and the Zoom
information will be emailed to you.

2021 Congregation Commitments
The 2021 Congregation Mission and Ministry Commitment forms have been sent to all 167
congregations. If your church has not yet completed the form or pledge, please do so by
January 15. Your intention of support assists us in planning our budget. If you need a
form, print a copy online at www.idwlcms.org (under Ministry Areas click on Stewardship,
Annual Mailing, and Commitment Form) or contact Sue@IowaDistrictWest.org.

Fiscal Year-End District Remittances
Final receipts for 2020 will be received and credited to congregations through January 25, 2021. The District’s
fiscal period ends January 31, 2021. We ask that all receipts be mailed before the deadline to ensure they will be
credited to the correct fiscal period.

2021 Receipt Vouchers
New vouchers for District mission and ministry support will be mailed in mid-January for remittances beginning
February 1, 2021. Receipts for non-budgetary agencies should be sent directly to the organization.

Selection of an Insurance Company
The start of a new year might be a good time to review your insurance policy. The selection of an insurance
company, and specific coverages, should be an intentional process. Here are some suggestions that may help…
• Appoint an insurance committee that includes individuals who are capable of evaluating your insurance
needs (such as an attorney, business professional, or insurance agent). The committee makes its
recommendations to the church leadership for a final decision.
• Use an insurance company that is dedicated to the church market. These companies have acquired
specialized knowledge of church risks, and can be of invaluable assistance in risk management,
responding to claims, and in selecting appropriate coverages.
• Do not base decisions solely on price. Be wary of companies that do not specialize in the church market
that offer lower premiums to attract business.
• Check out the A.M. Best Company ratings for insurers. It is recommended that insurance coverage is
placed with a carrier that has an A.M. Best rating between A++ and A-. It is also a good idea to evaluate a
company’s rating trend history over a period of several years.
The Congregational Treasurer’s Manual (www.lcms.org/ctm) has a complete chapter regarding insurance issues.
The District’s group insurance partnership company, Brotherhood Mutual
(www.brotherhoodmutual.com) also has a plethora of resources online.

Gifts to Church Workers

Monetary Christmas gifts to church workers from the congregation in most cases
represent taxable income and not a tax-free gift. Be sure to report correctly on the
recipients W-2 or 1099 the amount of these gifts. Also, important to note – donations
made by members for these gifts are not included as tax-deductible contributions
recorded by the church office.
When a church collects a love offering and informs the congregation that their
contributions will be receipted by the church, this requires the individual offerings to
be treated as a single distribution by the church. This triggers the rule requiring
distributions by employers to their employees to be treated as taxable compensation.
The exception is when members give their pastor or church staff a personal gift for special occasions or Christmas.
These personal gifts may be treated as nontaxable gifts by the employee because they were not distributed by the
employing church (more info under www.lcms.org/churchoffice Taxes & Ministers, page 12).

Tax Calendar Summary for December 31
1. Housing Allowance: Churches must designate a portion of a worker’s (ordained minister and/or
commissioned minister) compensation as housing or parsonage allowance by December 31 in
order to receive the full benefit of a housing allowance exclusion for 2021. The designation should
be adopted during a council meeting and be contained in the written minutes of the meeting.
2. Reclassification of workers: A lay worker who is treated as self-employed but wishes to reclassify as an
employee, should make the change on January 1 of the new year.
3. Marital status: Your marital status on December 31 determines your filing status for the year.
4. Handling end-of-year contributions: Generally, a contribution is effective when received. Donors must deliver
or mail (postmark) checks on or before December 31 in order to claim a charitable deduction for 2020.
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship service of 2021 will not qualify for a
charitable contribution deduction in 2020 even if the check was written in 2020. However, checks that are
written, mailed, and postmarked in 2020 will be deductible in 2020 even if they are not received by a church
until 2021 (same principle would apply to donations given electronically).
5. Order IRS tax forms: December is a good time to order copies of forms W-2, W-3, 1099, and 1096; call
1.800.TAX.FORM (800.829.3676). Please note for 2020 tax reporting, the 1099 MISC form has been revised
to Form 1099-NEC (Nonemployee Compensation). You can also download the current withholding charts for
both Iowa and Federal as well as many tax forms at www.state.ia.us/tax or www.IRS.gov.

Clergy Tax Notes
Congregations must provide an IRS Form W-2 to their pastor and other employees prior to January 31. Taxable
income reported in Box 1 on the W-2 should not include any housing allowance dollars, the value of the
parsonage, or any dollars sheltered from income tax by a congregational housing allowance resolution. The
minister of the Gospel pays self-employment tax (15.3%) on those dollars. Complete details shared in the
Congregational Treasurer’s Manual and at the Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurers Workshop!

IRS Tax Help
Need tax assistance on the reporting requirements for forms 1099, 1096 as well as Forms W-2 and
W-3? You may send your request for assistance to mccirp@irs.gov or call 866.455.7438 to speak
to a Customer Service Representative who will assist you with questions concerning information
and wage reporting.
To access IRS forms and publications, visit the website at www.irs.gov. To order forms and
publications through the toll-free forms line, call 800.829.3676 between 7:30 am and 4:30 pm (MF); allow 7-10 days for delivery.

Year-end Tax Forms – Independent Contractors
Now is a good time to make sure you have all the necessary W-9 forms from your payees. A W-9 form should be
sent to all payees with whom you may have to issue a Form 1099 for the calendar year. The payee then completes
the W-9, showing you their name, address, taxpayer I.D. number, and their business structure, a corporation,
partnership, sole proprietor, etc. They should then return the W-9 form to you. This is the information you use to
prepare the Form 1099 at the end of the year.
Nearly Every Ministry Must File Form 1099s. Generally, there are three requirements for issuing a year-end
1099 tax form. You must issue a Form 1099 to:
1) Service providers (includes medical service providers, accountants, attorneys, snow removal, repair businesses)
2) Anyone to whom you have paid $600 or more in a calendar year
3) Individual/Sole proprietor (anyone not incorporated)
In summary, a Form 1099 needs to be sent to anyone who received $600 or more in a calendar year. These forms
must be provided to the payee by January 31. The reporting date to the IRS will now be the same as the due date
for the forms to be issued to recipients, January 31. In summary, please note the due date has been accelerated for
filing Form 1099 that includes nonemployee compensation (NEC) from February 28 to January 31.

Substantiation of Contributions
No law requires the church to issue the donor a receipt; however, a donor cannot claim a tax deduction for any
single contribution of $250 or more unless the donor obtains a written acknowledgement. Due to changes in the tax
law, there is no longer an incentive for the vast majority of donors to itemize deductions. Church treasurers should
still print contribution statements shortly after the first of the year. The receipt must include the church's name, the
donor's name, the date(s) of the donation(s), and the amount(s).
If you receive non-cash contributions, the value of the item/property donated should not be stated in the
acknowledgement, only a description. For complete details, consult the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual,
chapter 10, section 10.500.
If interested in a sample thank you letter to send with the statement, email Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org and I’ll
share some samples from Stewardship Advisors.

Completing W-2 Forms
A Form W-2 must be issued to any employee who received compensation from your church in 2020. The forms
must be completed by January 31, 2021. Copies of all W-2 forms (copy A) along with the W-3 transmittal
(summary) form must be submitted by January 31, 2021 to the Social Security Administration (SSA). It is a good
idea to distribute W-2 forms early in January so employees have time to verify the information before sending the
forms to the SSA. Some tips to consider:
➢ Be sure to add cents to all amounts (amounts are without a dollar sign and commas).
➢ Include in box 1 all wages paid to the employee during the year including: salary, taxable fringe benefits
(Concordia Plans group term life insurance), Christmas gifts, and any other income or business expense
reimbursements paid under a “non-accountable plan.” Taxable income should not include any housing
allowance dollars, the value of the parsonage or any dollars sheltered from income tax by a congregational
housing allowance resolution.
➢ Include in box 14 optional information such as housing allowance, although not required by the IRS.
➢ To reduce discrepancies, “proof” the amounts reported on W-2, W-3, and 941 forms. Be sure the amounts
on Form W-3 are the total amounts on W-2 forms. Reconcile W-3 with your four quarterly 941 forms by
comparing amounts reported for income tax withholding (box 2), Social Security and Medicare wages
(boxes 3, 5, 7), Social Security and Medicare taxes (boxes 4 and 6). The IRS has added code DD to box
12 to report the cost of employer-sponsored health coverage. This is for your information only and
currently is NOT mandatory and NOT taxable.
Churches must submit to the IRS Copy A of each 2020 1099-NEC form issued to self-employed people along with
a 1096 transmittal form by January 31, 2021 (same date for paper or electronic filing). To review year-end tasks
(if using QuickBooks) click here. To learn more, consult the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, chapter 7,
section 7.350

Concordia Plan Services Tax Time Tips
The 2020 W-2 forms issued to your workers may require Plans information. The following tax tips apply:
1. The “Pension Plan” box needs to be checked for those workers enrolled in the Concordia Retirement Plan.
2. The instructions with the “2020 Cost of Group-Term Life Insurance” explain how to report the Taxable
Income Amount on a worker’s W-2. Remember to add the FICA amount to the lay worker’s paycheck before
year-end (if you haven’t already). Refer to the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 4, section 4.600
regarding Group-Term Life Insurance.
3. Until further notice, we currently are not required to record the cost of health care on the employee’s W-2.
4. Remember to include the Vitality Wellness redeemed reward dollars on the W-2 since the noncash wage is
subject to FICA/SECA plus state and federal taxes. CPS has mailed the reward report to all employers.
5. Remember to make sure salaries are reported on CPS benefits portal by December 31, 2020.

Social Security Number Verification Service (SSNVS)
Sometimes the social security number or employer identification number is hard to read on the W-9 or W-4 tax
forms. To verify the accuracy of the numbers, go to www.socialsecurity.gov/bso/bsowelcome.htm and register to set
up an account. This Business Services Online (BSO) is available at no cost to all employers to verify current or
former employees for wage reporting purposes. Why should you verify the names and SSNs online? The BSO
reports there are several good reasons:
• Correct names and SSNs on W-2 wage reports are the keys to the successful processing of your annual
wage report submission.
• Receive immediate results online. It's faster and easier to use than submitting a paper request or using
Social Security's telephone verification option.
• Results in more accurate wage reports.
• Saves processing costs and reduces the number of W-2c forms.
• Allows Social Security to give the proper credit to your employee’s earnings record, which will be
important information in determining their Social Security benefits in the future.

Is your church incorporated? Complete the Iowa Biennial Report Early in 2021
“Why Incorporation?” The LCMS Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 13, states: “Incorporation is a
method by which individuals unite under a common purpose and thereby acquire certain advantages and
protections. Every congregation of the Synod should be incorporated. The value of corporate status lies in the
protection from legal liability it affords for the individuals who belong to the organization. Without this status, the
members are individually responsible for acts of the organization that might cause injury to someone or for
defaults by the organization such as on loans.”
Is your church still incorporated or has the status expired? A simple way to verify is to search for your
congregation at the Iowa Secretary of State website at www.sos.iowa.gov: click on “Search Databases” and
“Business Entities” and enter your business (church) name. It should be active and list the current registered
agent. A registered agent can be any staff, church leader, or attorney.
To keep your incorporation status active, you must complete a simple form from the Secretary of State office every
other year. This biennial report will be sent to the church or registered agent soon after the first of the year and is
due March 31, 2021. This form can be completed online in minutes. The Iowa Secretary of State office has more
information about this topic under the Nonprofits heading. Their office can also be contacted Monday-Friday 8
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at 515-281-5204 or email sos@sos.iowa.gov.

After the Election: What Happens to the Church?
Now that the election is over, what is the forecast for the constitutional rights of churches, pastors, and religious
ministries in the coming days and months? Can churches be discriminated because they are religious? Yes! Rev.
Greg Seltz, speaker at the fall pastors conference and Director of Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, admits the
way the country is heading it is not getting any better.
Thanks to Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) for supporting LCMS organizations and the family of a third-grade
student censored who was not allowed to wear a “Jesus Loves Me” mask at school. The District will be partnering
soon with ADF. More information coming soon.

SAVE FOR YOUR

RETIREMENT
WITH LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) offers various types of
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA).
Visit lcef.org/investments-rates to view our latest rates.
When you invest with LCEF, you’ll not only enjoy the financial
benefits of an IRA, you help support the mission of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to share the Gospel.
Ready to join 60,000 LCEF investors
who share your Lutheran values?
CALL 800-843-5233 OR VISIT LCEF.ORG/IRA TODAY.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer
to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely
by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. Neither
LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to
your own situation. UMB Bank n.a. serves as the custodian for the LCEF IRA/HSA programs. Balance restrictions apply. Rates subject to
change. Visit lcef.org for details.

Sponsor a Child
And share the love of Jesus!

Your $300 yearly donation makes it possible for a child in
Haiti to receive an education.

By supporting a child to attend school you're providing hope for the future of Haiti.
An educated child provides a future job and an income for their family.
And when families improve, communities do too.

Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us?
The Haiti child sponsorship program is coordinated by
Ministry in Mission, a 501(c)3 charitable organization and a Recognized
Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

"...I have come that
they may have life
and have it to the
full."
- John 10:10b

How does my donation support Haiti?

Ellie Menz, Iowa District West IOWAY Director, assures you that your taxdeductible donation to Ministry in Mission is wired directly to our incountry partners in Haiti who purchase school supplies, uniforms, and
pay tuition for the student you sponsor. Ministry in Mission is volunteer
operated, meaning no administrative fees are deducted from your gift 100% of your donation directly supports a family in need.

You have questions...
...we have answers!
Does my support cover everything?

Your $300 donation does not cover all costs associated with a
child's education. We believe in giving families access to
education but still value the investment they make. Your
donation serves as a scholarship to the child while making it
more affordable for the family to send their child to school.

Can I contact the child I sponsor?

Yes and no. Unfortunately, as a developing country Haiti lacks
many of the goods and services we've come to enjoy here in
the United States. There's no Post Office or FedEx or UPS. Large
quantities of goods are sent via cargo ships, but may take
months to reach their final destination. However, if you'd ever
decide to take a trip to Haiti there's a good chance you'll be able
to meet the child you sponsor in person!

Is it possible to sponsor more than one child?
Yes, absolutely! In fact a number of families, churches, youth groups,
and other individuals sponsor multiple children each year! There's
always a need in Haiti for more children to be educated! You can even
make your donations whenever you'd like - every 3 or 6 months - or
once a year - whatever is convenient for you!

What will I receive?

You'll receive a photo of the child you support along with
information about them, which you can use to remember to pray
for him or her and their family. Each year volunteers return to Haiti
to update each child's information and pass it along to you. Also,
each first-time sponsor receives a special, handmade gift!

(tear here and return this portion with your donation)

_____ Yes! I'd like to make a donation of $300 to send a child in Haiti to school!
I'd prefer to sponsor: ____ Boy ____ Girl ____ No preference
____ Age 3-6 ____ Age 7-12 ____Age 13+ ____ No preference
_____ Please contact me about quarterly or 6-month payment options.

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ____________
Email address: ______________________________________________________________
___ Check here if you'd like to receive the Ministry in Mission newsletter via
email, sent once per quarter, with ministry updates from Haiti.

Have questions about the program?
Contact Spencer Owen, Coordinator of
Haiti Child Sponsorship Program, at
712-790-4665 or dcespencer@gmail.com.

Please make your tax-deductible gift to
"Ministry in Mission" and mail it to:

Ministry in Mission
13442 Shady Lane
Chesterland, OH 44026
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ANNUAL THANKSGIVING MAILING FROM MISSION
CENTRAL COMPLETED!
What a JOY and BLESSING to have 15 special NOT
NORMAL people willing to help with our Annual
Thanksgiving Mailing! These faithful volunteers had to
work in Des Moines in a much different approach than
the previous 26 years! However, under the faithful help
of our Volunteer “Mailing Director,” Kathryn Sprecher,
the job is now complete!
The year 2020 has been unusual in so many
ways. Through it all, God has been with us. The
Immanuel we look forward to celebrating once again.
So many plans, activities, and worship services were
canceled. As it neared time to do the Mission Central
mailing, I wondered if it would happen. But God’s Word
goes forth. Needless to say, for a variety of reasons, we
didn’t have the usual number of volunteers. How would
we accomplish this task? Would we do it at church? Have
volunteers take home to do the stuffing, etc.? What
about masks and social distancing, etc.?
Over the past 10 years, 107 volunteers from 17 churches
have put in 1,114 hours. In the early years, there were
only 3,500 to stuff. But it took longer as we hand-folded
everything! That was done because of a temperamental
folding machine. Over the years, the number of those
supporting Mission Central has increased. This year we
stuffed approximately 7,400 envelopes. Much of the
stamping of the envelopes was done at home. Stuffing of
four items into the envelopes was done at home and at
church. The project was completed in 109 hours by 15
volunteers from 5 churches.

YOUTH FROM CALVARY & FAITH LUTHERAN IN SIOUX CITY COME FOR EVENING PROGRAM!
It truly was a wonderful evening to welcome some of
the NOT NORMAL youth and parents from Calvary
Lutheran Church and Faith Lutheran Church in Sioux
City, Iowa. Rev. James Travis was able to record the
story of the visit, and Rev. Charles Horkey and his
dear wife were also able to come.
The youth were excellent in their interest and
participation. It was a “first time” visit for several of
them, while others had been here previously, but
they wanted to come back!
The entire group enjoyed the Lord’s Creation
Theater and the Barn Museum. Their final stop was
the wayside prayer chapel.
The group is pictured in the Creation Theater, and
some of the youth in the barn with special items
from “all over the world.” I know it was an evening
that the youth AND ADULTS will never forget!

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
The Darkness has Lost

Prayers
• Carmen is almost
fi nished with her
chemotherapy. She
will have surgery at
the end of January.
Keep her in your
prayers!
• For Jackeline who
has a minor surgery
on January 6.
• Thanksgiving for a
generous donation
of $5000 that has
arrived in support of
our Hispanic
ministry! Thank you
Pastor Dietrich!

For the Calendar
Our quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting will
be: Tuesday, March 2
at 6:30 pm. Please
join us!

TACOS FOR
DINNER!

Hope Lutheran Church

M

any of you will be reading this newsletter
during Advent. Others will receive it in
their church bulletins after the New Year,
in which case, I ask you to think back to
Advent. As we move through the
Sundays in Advent and light an additional candle
each week, the brightness swells, reminding us of
the impending arrival of our Lord Jesus, the Light of
the World who breaks through the darkness. And
what a great year it is to remember that this Light of
the World has come and is coming again! 2020, a year
full of darkness in many ways, makes the
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Supporting
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry
In this time of pandemic,
we have lost much of our
regular support for our
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry. If financially
supporting a specific
ministry is something you
or your congregation has
been considering, please
keep us in mind. We are
also in need of your
prayers—please add us to
your daily prayer list!

Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to
support our
Hispanic ministry
here in Siouxland,
please send aid to
the address on the
bottom of the page.
Make checks
payable to Hope
Lutheran Church
with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the
memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

January 2021

anticipation and hope of that reality radiate
more powerfully from our hearts and minds.
Sickness, anxiety, depression, unemployment,
and death shake our foundations, and in doing
so, leave us asking, "What is still standing?"
Answer: Jesus is still standing! And consequently,
our hope in Him still stands! Our hope stands
more firmly and visibly when the rubble of our
false gods of self-suﬃciency and self-security are
lying on the ground in pieces. We don't know
what 2021 will bring, and although we do pray
for peace, health and stability, we remember
that no matter how dark things get, Jesus is the
"light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it" (John 1:4-5).
Nothing — no amount of darkness — will ever
overcome our Lord! The darkness has lost!
Encourage one another. We are never fighting
for victory, but from victory. And our Lord is the
Victor!

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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A Couple Notes
• We were planning to have a meal together at our recent quarterly meeting on
December 2. However, with tightened COVID restrictions, we decided to hold
oﬀ until our March 2 meeting at 6:30 pm. If you’re able, come join us for
fellowship, food, and reflection on how our Lord has been at work through us!
• Many of you have had me and my family in your prayers since (nearly) all of us
have recently come down with the virus. Thanks be to God, we are all nearly
fully recovered. Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, and love!
The Photos
• On the first page, you see Jasmine,
Fátima, Ángel, and Leiton (left to right)
testing their puppeteer skills. Thanks to
Joyce and Ed for inspiring them with so
many creative activities!
• On the second page, you see our expert
cooks — Cindy, Carl, and LuAnn — who
continuously provide delicious food for the
kids on Saturday mornings during Faith,
Fun, and Food.
• Since I wasn’t able to be with family in
Missouri on Thanksgiving Day, my good
friends took me in. Thanks to Pastor Zac
Courie, his wife Christina, and their two
daughters, Keira and Harper, for always
welcoming me into their home!

That’s it for now. May our Lord bless you and keep you and
thank you for your continued prayers and financial support of
our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo
Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

“And he shall be called”
“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which
means, God with us)’” (Matt. 1:22-23).
Remembering our baptism, we make the sign of the cross
and say, “In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit! Amen!”
The Peace of the Lord be with you!
As we begin a new year in the year of our Lord, 2021, one
of the very first things we celebrate, aside from the epiphany of
our Lord on January 6, is the circumcision of Jesus on January
1. This is the eighth day since his birth on Christmas, and all
male children in Israel are to be circumcised on the eighth day
of life according to the law given of Moses. It is during the circumcision that the child is officially given their name. Not
many churches celebrate the circumcision of Jesus anymore.
For whatever reason, it is not important to remember that Paul
speaking of Jesus, said, “But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, to redeem those under the law so that we might
have adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).
The Circumcision is important because the law had to
be followed, but it is the naming that we relate to most of all.
Perhaps, the naming is important for us because of Old Testament prophecies that we learned of in our Sunday school lessons and our Christmas programs. Everything that happened at
the birth of Jesus and in His life is the fulfillment of “what the
Lord had spoken through the prophets.”
In Isaiah 7, we read the Word of the Lord above: “Behold
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.”
In Isaiah 9, we also read those beautiful words, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them a light

has shined. … For to us a child is born and to us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (vs. 2 & 6).
God, in His infinite wisdom, has given unparalleled gift of
music and composition to George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
whose most famous oratorio is “Messiah” otherwise known as
“Handel’s Messiah.” Perhaps you have heard of it. Perhaps you
have listened to it, or at least part of it. One of this year’s performances available on YouTube is by the Sydney Philharmonia Choirs at the Sydney Opera House. The production lasts 2
hours and 33 minutes. Even now as I write this, I have it playing in the background. The most familiar and inspiring part of
the oratorio comes at about the 27 minute point, when the
symphony begins playing the introduction for the choir to sing,
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, And the government shall be upon his shoulder, And he shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God the Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace.”
Whenever we read those words from Isaiah giving the various names by which our Savior will be known, the music of
Handel’s Messiah comes into our minds and aids in our remembering who this Son of God is. And while it is good for us
to remember who this Son of God is by remembering the various names prophesied about Him in Scripture, the most important name, the name we are most familiar with is the name
He was given at his circumcision. It is the name God revealed to
Joseph in a dream. It is the name Jesus. “behold an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins” (Matt. 2:20-21).
All other names speak about Jesus: Immanuel-God is with
us; Prince of Peace-because of His salvation distressed souls
and consciences have peace; Wonderful Counselor-as one who

is in the presence of God and is His infinite counsel. Our Mighty
God has come to defeat all enemies of His creation, sin, death,
and the power of the devil.
It is in the circumcision that first blood is drawn identifying Jesus as our Savior. Last blood is drawn at the cross when
Jesus’ name given by Joseph comes to reality in our world. His
death saves us. His death takes away the guilt of our sins. His
blood covers our sins. He receives the punishment that is due
us.
What a wonderful gift! The Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance the great gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation
when we hear the words of Isaiah 7 or 9 or Matthew 1 or any
other text of God’s Holy Word. How wonderful when they are
set to music for us to remember, be it “Handel’s Messiah” or
any of the great hymns like “O Come, O Come, Immanuel,”
“Away in a Manger” or “Jesus Loves Me.”
This is the name by which you will know Him when He returns from on high, Jesus, because He has saved you from your
sins. Until His return, we pray in His name and we remember
that we have been baptized in His name and we are saved.
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
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Together on the Way!

The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday morning on the following radio stations:

Rev. Steven E. Stoll
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hinton

KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.
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Vision

Refreshing Body & Spirit

Mission We provide Sanctuary which connects guests with
God and His Creation
Values:

Gospel, Safety, Excellence, Wellness, Stewardship, Legacy

SAVE THE DATE:
January 29-31 | Ice Fishing Retreat

Looking for a summer job?
Know someone who is
committed to serving others
and glorifying God?
Refer them to us! Camps
across the U.S. are hiring
this summer!
Learn more at
campokoboji.org
and
nloma.org
Apply today!
Join The Camp Family!

Lutheran Family Service
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138
“If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.” 1 Timothy 3:1

Church workers, you are not alone. We are here for you!
We know that people come to
you for support of all kinds.

Workers support our congregations
and schools—who supports them?

In 2020, many of your congregational
and school family members – even those
who are usually very stable and mentally
healthy - have come seeking guidance,
perspective, and help. With a global pandemic, storm damage, and more, people
are struggling more than usual. Depression and anxiety are at record highs.

Don’t forget that Lutheran Family Service is
also here for you. 2020 has been just as
difficult for pastors and church workers as
everyone else. Helping to carry the burdens
of others, while also carrying your own and
those of your family, continues to be extremely difficult.

Lutheran Family Service is here as a resource to support you and your ministry.
When someone comes to you seeking
pastoral care or advice and you’re not
sure which is the best direction to go
with them, call us. We’re here to support
you as you care for them. Consultation
with an LFS counselor by phone or video
call is available to you at no cost, so that
you can be confident in helping people in
unusual or especially difficult situation.
If someone who is struggling and needs
professional help beyond the care that
your time and expertise allow, contact
us. We are here with decades of experience in mental health and marriage
counseling. Location is no longer an issue
as LFS counselors are now able to serve
anyone in Iowa who has a smart phone,
tablet or computer and an internet connection through telehealth or distance
counseling.

You are often called upon in times of great
sadness or trial. In difficult situations, we
know that you put your own needs aside to
tend to the needs of others. You willingly
accept and welcome this duty. However,
dealing with these deep and sad situations
daily over time can affect your own mental
health.
Lutheran Family Service is here with wellness resources to help maintain your health
in ministry and family life. Your Concordia
Health Plan offers six wellness sessions for
you and each of your family members at no
cost each year. We encourage you to use
them every year – but perhaps especially
this year!
If longer term counseling is needed, we are
here for you with confidential, professional
counseling that is consistent with your faith
and values in person or via telehealth
meetings. There is no shame or weakness in
seeking counseling. You can best serve well
when you are well.

In the words of an LCMS pastor…
“As a newly ordained pastor, not long after coming to Iowa I contacted Lutheran Family
Service. After several appointments to help me deal with an initial physical issue, I realized that there were other underlying related issues which I was not previously aware of
that were affecting me and my ministry. Meeting with LFS occasionally over the past few
years, I appreciate the professional, confidential, and beneficial assistance. While I have
not been able to completely remove many of the issues, LFS has helped me in the way I
am dealing with them. I would say that LFS has not only helped me personally but has
also had a positive and lasting effect on my ministry as a pastor.”

Ministry demands can also take a toll on
even the healthiest of marriages. Lutheran
Family Service is also here for you with marriage and family counseling when needed. A
healthy life at home leads to more satisfaction in ministry and better service to your
congregation.

When our workers are healthy, our
congregations and schools are
healthy.
Lutheran Family Service has provided expert
Christian counseling in Iowa for decades.
Don’t hesitate to call on us if you, a family
member, or someone you know needs support or mental health counseling during a
difficult time. LFS is here to support you as
you serve.

https://www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Lutheran Family Service is here to help
church workers through:

•

Confidential consultation at no cost
when they are involved with difficult situations in the congregation
or classroom.

•

Individual mental health counseling
when they need to share the burdens and struggles they usually carry alone.

•

Marriage and family counseling to
both strengthen already healthy
relationships and fix what has become broken.

•

Wellness resources to help workers
remain healthy and strong.

For more information on counseling
resources call 515-573-3138 or visit
https://lutheranfamilyservice.org/
mental-health-counseling/

Advent Greetings! Concordia University, St. Paul invites you to the following events:
"The Book of Zechariah: Your Kingdom Come" is all-day Lenten workshop based on Dr.
Lessing's forthcoming commentary. All participants will receive “ready-to-use” sermons,
Bible Studies, and worship resources for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.
Cost is $25; offered in person or via Zoom. Register at one.csp.edu/zechariah.

This *free* virtual conference on Adult Faith Formation, co-led by Dr. Rhoda Schuler,
professor in the Department of Theology and Ministry, takes place January 12-14, 2021.
Through presentations and conversations with LCMS pastors who have developed
successful adult faith formation, participants will explore new ways to form disciples
through catechesis, to shape Christian identity through the biblical narrative and the
sacramental life of the church, and to foster a habitus of hospitality in congregational
life.
As the title indicates, “Treasures Old and New (Again),” is an encore conference,
repeating sessions first offered in October. If you attended the October conference and
found it helpful and inspiring, please recommend this encore event to your colleagues
and friends.
Register at www.forminglutherans.org.
*Made possible through a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, with funds provided by
Lilly Endowment Inc.

Ordination Anniversaries – 2021
We share with the leadership of our congregations the names and ordination dates of Iowa District West
pastors who will celebrate “special” ordination anniversaries during 2021. Congregations are encouraged to
observe these ministry milestones with an appropriate celebration.
If we have erred or failed to include someone who is observing an anniversary this year, please contact Jill
Davis at the District office.
We rejoice and give thanks to God with these gifts to His Church.
Five (5) Years
The Rev. Bill Clark - Urbandale
The Rev. Daniel Petrak - Living Faith, Clive
The Rev. Lucas Booher - Zion, Storm Lake
The Rev. Joseph Bangert - St. John, Sanborn
The Rev. David Viggers - Trinity, Odebolt
The Rev. Ryan Roehrig - St. Paul, Carroll
The Rev. Daniel Steeb - Immanuel, Logan
The Rev. John Koopman - St. Paul, Emmetsburg/Peace, West Bend

1/10/2016
1/10/2016
6/19/2016
6/26/2016
6/26/2016
7/17/2016
7/17/2016
7/31/2016

Ten (10) Years
The Rev. Joshua Keinath - Zion, Denison
The Rev. Thomas Marth - Immanuel, Estherville
The Rev. Don Pobanz - Atlantic (Emeritus)
The Rev. Timothy Frank - St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs

6/12/2011
7/10/2011
7/17/2011
7/24/2011

Fifteen (15) Years
The Rev. Max Phillips - Christ, Bouton/Zion, Ogden
The Rev. Kevin Roop - Peace, Marcus
The Rev. Christopher Nitzel - St. Paul, Hartley
The Rev. David Doellinger - Trinity, Marcus/Pilgrim, Quimby

2/12/2006
6/4/2006
7/2/2006
7/16/2006

Twenty-five (25) Years
The Rev. David Kottlowski - Ankeny (Emeritus)
The Rev. Mark Kluzek - Faith, Deloit/St. John, Kiron

8/4/1996
12/8/1996

Thirty (30) Years
The Rev. Richard Salcido - St. Paul, Ida Grove
The Rev. Todd Jenks - St. Paul, Ames
The Rev. Merle Mahnken - Immanuel, Schleswig
The Rev. Alan Miller - Peace, Glidden/Trinity, Coon Rapids
The Rev. David Zirpel - Redeemer, Sioux City
The Rev. Richard Merrill - Immanuel, St. John, St. Paul, Charter Oak

6/9/1991
6/16/1991
6/23/1991
7/14/1991
7/28/1991
8/11/1991

Thirty-five (35) Years
The Rev. Donald Erickson - St. John, Germantown
The Rev. Bruce Peffer - Bethany, Sioux City
The Rev. Glenn Bohmer - Estherville (Emeritus)
The Rev. Virgil Ewoldt - Milford (Emeritus)

6/8/1986
6/22/1986
8/3/1986
8/3/1986

Forty (40) Years
The Rev. Richard Jordan - Walnut Creek, CA (Emeritus)
The Rev. Lyle Hansen - Zion, Ogden/Christ, Bouton
The Rev. Carl Hedberg - Mason City (Emeritus)

6/21/1981
6/28/1981
7/26/1981

Forty-five (45) Years
The Rev. David Ericksen - Hartley (Emeritus)
The Rev. Paul Sieveking - Fenton, MO (Emeritus)

6/20/1976
6/20/1976

Fifty (50) Years
The Rev. Richard Osslund - Brooklyn (Emeritus)
The Rev. Stephen Ude - Zion, Ogden/Christ, Bouton
The Rev. Jerome Wagoner - Mt. Calvary, Villisca

3/14/1971
6/20/1971
8/1/1971

Fifty-five (55) Years
The Rev. Curtis Foreman - Grimes (Emeritus)

7/3/1966

Sixty (60) Years
The Rev. Albert Buelow - West Des Moines (Emeritus)

6/11/1961

