he Messenger

February 2021
A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF
IOWA DISTRICT WEST, LCMS

TABLE OF CONTENTS
DISTRICT NEWS

* Partners in the Gospel * - please share in your bulletin and/or newsletter
1. Education, Youth, and Family Life—Rhonda Mohr

2. Mission Possible!—Rev. Keith Haney
3. Business Manager—Roger Curtis
4+. LCEF (Investment Interest Rates)—Carole White
5. IOWAY—Ellie Menz
6. Mission Central—Gary Thies & Rev. Dr. Brent Smith
7. Amigos En Cristo!—Rev. Daniel Vogel
8. Siouxland Hispanic Ministry—Rev. Paul Flo
9. The Lamplighter—Rev. James Travis
MINISTRY PARTNERS
Camp Okoboji
Lutheran Family Service
ALSO INCLUDED...

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
Lutherans For Life 2021 Iowa Essay Contest

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALLS ACCEPTED
Rev. Charles Horkey, EM, North Sioux City, SD, to Faith, Sioux City.
Rev. Steven Stoll, Trinity, Hinton, to Tabor/Emmanuel, Mountain/Breed, WI.
CALLED TO GLORY
Rev, Rolland Pillack, EM, Des Moines, 12-29-2020.
CHANGE OF STATUS
Rev. Steve Benson, Luther Park Services, Des Moines, to Emeritus, 12-31-2020.
Rev. Gordon Buchholz, St. John, Audubon, to Emeritus, 1-1-2021.
MULTI-POINT PARISH FORMED
St. John, Audubon and First, Wiota, 1-1-2021.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
TRANSFERRED OUT
Matthew Eiden, Candidate, to Nebraska District, 11-23-2020.
Rachel Geraci, Candidate, to Michigan District, 11-10-2020.

Calendar of Events
February 2...Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Presentation, 4-5pm
February 16...District Board of Directors Meeting
February 17...Ash Wednesday
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

515.576.7666
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
www.idwlcms.org

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.
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409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
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On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!
God Knows What We Need in Uncertain Times
As a new year begins, some lingering issues remain.
We are still dealing with a pandemic, and now a
change in national leadership. Not many of us like
change, because with every change comes uncertainty. This month’s focus is on the comforting words of
King David found in Psalm 139. David reminds us of
this: “O LORD, you have searched me, and you know
me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying
down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue
you know it completely, O LORD.”
It should not shock us that God knows us. What may surprise us is the
depth of that knowledge. Even David is awestruck that God has taken
an interest in his life and movements.

God knows our daily schedule. He is aware of every moment, “when I
sit, and when I rise” David writes. God knows our thoughts and therefore He knows our worries, our concerns, our fears, our joys, and our
pain. When anxiety or worry weigh heavily on our hearts in this upcoming year, take comfort in knowing that God understands.
God also knows all our activities, not just some but “all my ways.” Finally, God knows our words. While we may not know just the right words to
say when we pray to God, fear not for He knows our words. Fear not,
God will guide us through this time and remind us He is always with us.
Rev. B. Keith Haney, Assistant to the President
keith@iowadistrictwest.org

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization
The Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO) assists families
who meet certain income guidelines to send their children to a Lutheran
school. Thank you to all who donated this past year as $715,285 was
donated in 2020 which was 75% of our goal. Our contribution limit for
2021 is $940,223. Your help is again very much needed as we raise
money for the 2022-2023 school year. If you are new to the program,
now is a good time to talk to your tax preparer about the tax credits for
2021. Also, ILSTO is eligible to receive your CHOICE dollars from
Thrivent as an additional gift with no tax consequences. Thanks again
for your support of the ILSTO program. For additional information, call
Dewey Torkelson, at 712-260-2991.

Ramsey+
The District Stewardship Committee is offering Ramsey+ to the first 35
congregations who respond to Rev. Haney (keith@iowadistrictwest.org).
This is a tool you can offer to your congregation and school families free
of charge for a year. It has everything you need to learn how to manage
your finances—all in one place! This all-access membership includes
bestselling money tools, apps, content, and resources to help take control of your money for good. Membership includes access to premium
features, including Financial Peace University, EveryDollar budget reporting and automatic bank transactions, the BabySteps app, Ask a
Coach, the Debt Snowball Calculator, PLUS so much more. We are
asking all congregations who sign up to consider a donation of $725 to
offset the cost.
College Scholarships for Full-time Church Work – Joy in Ministry
Iowa District West is blessed with money that has been gifted for the
support of students choosing church work as a full-time career. The
scholarship committee was able to award over $200,000 to seminarians,
those studying to be Lutheran teachers, DCEs and the like, and those
attending a Concordia. Please pray for more people to consider church
work as a full-time career and as you can,
talk to young people about considering fulltime church work as a career. There is
much “Joy in Ministry” as one serves the
church full-time. For more information contact Rev. Tom Schlund (515-295-3518 or
pastorschlund@trinityalgona.org).
Calendar of Events
February 2...Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Presentation, 4-5pm
February 16...District Board of Directors Meeting
February 17...Ash Wednesday
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

Family Resources for Lent and Easter
Lenten Pop-Up Calendar
Open the windows to reveal an Easter scene!
As Lent begins, this colorful calendar shows a scene of Jesus’
cross, a reminder of where our Savior is headed. As the windows
are opened, new images are uncovered as well as prayerful
poems to use throughout the season. When Holy Week arrives,
an entire Easter scene will be revealed, perfect for displaying as
an Easter centerpiece.
A great gift to send home with children (ages 5-12) on Ash
Wednesday as they count the weeks until Easter.
https://www.creativecommunications.com/Products/DGR/lenten-popupcalendar.aspx?bCategory=CPLNT!CPKID
Creative Communications has many resources to share with children for Lent and Easter.
https://www.creativecommunications.com

Easter Books for Sharing the Gospel
Why not give the families in your church an Arch Book? You can
encourage them to give it away after they read it. It’s a great way to
share the Easter story.

Jesus Christ is Risen Today!
This book uses language from all four Gospel accounts to retell the
story of our Lord’s resurrection and show how it is the fulfillment of
God’s promise in Genesis to save His people.

Best Loved Easter Stories
This collection celebrates Easter and the series' legacy of
sharing God's Word with generations of readers.
These resources are available at www.cph.org

VBS 2021
It’s time to get “God’s Wonder Lab” set up by choosing your date, recruiting your
volunteers to be directors and leaders of each station, decorating team, etc.
Volunteers and publicity are key. Be sure to pray for God to be at work in BIG
ways through your VBS. If you’re interested in looking at the starter kit from CPH,
I’ll have one available at the district office. Here is this year’s theme and logo.
Our God can make the
impossible possible! He does
marvelous things!
A science lab conducts
experiments that explain how
things are possible. In Jesus’
ministry, He did things that are
impossible. His greatest miracle
of all was dying on the cross
and rising from the dead for
our salvation. At “God’s
Wonder Lab,” discover that
Jesus does the impossible for us.
VBS To Do List and Pointers
✓ Pray (assemble a group of people to be the Prayer Team).
✓ Recruit Directors.
✓ Choose Dates (select dates that don’t interfere with other churches or
special community events).
✓ Recruit station leaders and small group leaders.
✓ Publicize in your church and in the community.
✓ Be organized (volunteers love being a part of an organized, purposeful
event).
✓ Follow the timeline provided by CPH or put together your own timeline.
Deadlines can be very helpful.
✓ Give training to your leaders that includes time in God’s Word, prayer,
and getting to know each other.
✓ Find creative ways to reach your neighborhood and your community.
✓ Look for ways to get your entire congregation involved.
✓ Complete a background check on all volunteers who are 18 or older.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
It Is Time to Move Forward
“The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” The Lord said to Moses, “Why do
you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground”
(Exodus 14:14-16).
I started to reflect on the word “forward” back in November 2018. Since then, I had the
privilege to see my son graduate from Basic Training. I wanted to capture the emotions of that
day: the pride, honor, teamwork, and fear. These reflections seem very fitting for times such
as these.
I have always had a healthy respect for those who serve our country; but, on November 7,
2018, when my son Todd along with four other battalions of men and women walked through a
cloud of smoke for the family day, my heart swelled with pride. They were completing ten
emotional and physical weeks of grueling training and preparation.
When I had the chance to process with my son what he learned, he said, it was not the physical
part that was so tough; it was the emotional part. Without going into too many details, a major
part of the training is mental which includes equipping our soldiers to adapt to obstacles. It
reminded me of what the people of Israel faced leaving Egypt. They had a rough physical life,
but they were not spiritually tough. They met every obstacle they faced with grumbling against
Moses and eventually God. The first major test was the Red Sea. Upon their arrival – even
though they had experienced the power of God securing their release – their attitude was filled
with doubt and a sense of hopelessness. I love God’s response to the grumbling, “The Lord will
fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” Shut up and keep moving was the message from
God. There is a spiritual lesson there for us. When we doubt the power of God, be silent and
keep moving forward in the will of God.
The slogan for the Army is great, “Always Forward!”
As a part of the ceremony, the Sargent said “…you are one of us. You are part of the Army
family.” Dear believers, I know this last year was tough and you may be spiritually exhausted;
but keep moving forward. When life places barriers in your way be silent, and remember,
“Always Forward!”

Upcoming Events:
❖ Hosted by LCMS Urban & Inner-City Mission, Rev. Keith Haney presents a free webinar on
“One Nation Under God” from 1-2 p.m. Central time on Wednesday, February 17, 2021.
The inequality and misunderstanding between races remains a critical issue in our country
today.
Haney explores how Christians can tear down the racial walls dividing our country.
Attendees will have an opportunity to ask questions during the Zoom webinar.
How to attend the webinar
•
•

Before the start time, attendees must register online.
Login information will be emailed after registering.

❖ LCMS Rural & Small-Town Mission will host a free webinar titled “Parish Nursing in Rural
and Small Towns” from 1-2 p.m. Central time on Thursday, February 18, 2021.
The presenter will be Marcy Schnorr, education consultant for LCMS Parish Nursing and
the LCMS Parish Nurse Council.
Attend the webinar
Join the webinar at anymeeting.com/lcmsrstm1 at the scheduled time.
Conference call phone number: 863-208-0120
Attendee access code: 356 351 933#
To ask a question, contact Rural & Small-Town Mission staff at 800-248-1930 (ext. 1396) or
at rstm@lcms.org.
To receive webinar invitations, sign up for a myLCMS account, and choose “Rural and
Small-Town Ministries” under “myInterests.”

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending December 2020
Anticipated Amount

$117,000

Actual Receipts

$146,422

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$1,287,000

Actual Receipts

$1,287,897

Over (under) anticipated amount

$ 897

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$579,150

Balance for District programs & ministries

$708,747

Total Receipts

$1,287,897

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending December 2020

$1,287,897

Month ending December 2019

$1,267,310

Over (under) last year

$20,587

Stewardship Corner - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150

BECAUSE OUR HEARTS ARE
FILLED WITH GOD’S LOVE, WE
ARE MOTIVATED TO BE GIVERS
RATHER THAN TAKERS.

February: the month devoted to love. Stores are filled with heat-shaped boxes of candy and heart-shaped cards and
vases of flowers with heart-shaped gift tags. All this is available for the consumer so that he can find the appropriate
expression of his devotion to his loved one. If that expression of love has been preceded by a year of thoughtful and
loving words and deeds, it is welcomed and cherished by the recipient. If not, it is just an empty ritual, done out of
duty rather than true devotion.
Our relationship to the Lord is similar. He, too, desires our sincere devotion, not empty lip service. “And the Lord
said: ‘…this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me’”
(Isaiah 29:13).
Stewardship is serving, helping, giving, but love is the basis for stewardship. Without love, our good deeds are
empty and without merit. The first act of true stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus called this the most important
commandment (Mark 12:29). With that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled to be good stewards.

Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety of mission and ministry efforts
across the District? The current budget includes over $23,000 for Lutheran Family Service plus complimentary
office space valued at over $18,000 annually. With four regional offices in Iowa, LFS is your partner in ministry
bringing the healing presence of Jesus Christ to those in need. They can even serve you remotely during this time
of the coronavirus. They are here to help and show you that nothing is impossible with God. For more information
about LFS contact them at 515.573.3138 or www.LutheranFamilyService.org.

Financial Quick Notes
➢ 2021 Mileage Rate: 56 cents per mile for all business miles driven. To read the complete IRS
announcement, go online to www.irs.gov and search “2021 Standard Mileage Rates.” Please
note that unreimbursed mileage and other business expenses will no longer be deductible for
employees.

➢ New receipt vouchers were mailed mid-January. Please use these for remittances from

February 1, 2021-January 20, 2022. Donations for organizations outside the District should be sent directly
to the organization.

➢ Need a Federal W-4 or other IRS form quickly? Several forms are in the Treasurer’s Manual, but you can
also download the current forms directly from the IRS website. Go to www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs and
download the PDF file. Note the Federal W4 was completely revised last year.

➢ Need a Form I-9? Find the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website at www.uscis.gov/i-9
All church staff including pastors need a copy on file.

➢ State of Iowa Form W-4 (IA W-4 Employee's Withholding Certificate and Centralized Employee Registry
44-019) is online at https://tax.iowa.gov (search W4). This form was also revised last year. All new
employees must complete this Centralized Employee Registry Reporting Form. Questions, email
idr@iowa.gov or call 515.281.3114 or 800.367.3388.

➢ The Iowa minimum wage remains at $7.25. State and federal posters are no longer provided by Iowa
Workforce Center, but posters can be downloaded for free. More information is online at
www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/required-employer-posters.

➢ Tax calendar: January 31/February 1 deadline…

Issue Form W-2 to each employee (employers are not required to submit Form W-2 copy 1 to the state).
Complete Copy A of each 2020 Form W-2 Wage and Tax Statement and W-3 Transmittal of Wage and Tax
Statement to Social Security Administration (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).
Issue Form 1099-NEC (Non-Employee Compensation) to all independent contractors/self-employed
individuals (those that earned $600 or more during the year 2020).
Complete Copy A of each 2020 Form 1099-NEC and Form 1096-Annual Summary and Transmittal of U.S.
Information Returns to IRS (mail to address on summary form or file electronically).

➢ Complete Employers Quarterly Federal Tax Return Form 941 (be sure to proof the Form 941 totals with W3 summary statement).

➢ Form 944 is designed so the smallest employers (those whose annual liability for social security, Medicare,

and withheld federal income taxes is $1,000 or less) will file and pay these taxes only once a year instead of
every quarter.

➢ Complete online the 2020 State of Iowa Verified Summary of Payments (VSP) to the Iowa Department of
Revenue. Questions call 800.367.3388.

Biennial Report for an Iowa Non Profit Corporation
If not done already, it is time to complete the 2021 Biennial Report for an Iowa Non Profit Corporation. The
registered agent contact at every congregation should have received in early January an email from the Secretary
of State (SOS) business services office. At their website (sos.iowa.gov/br) enter your corporation number and
temporary code and update your registered agent and officers (President/Director, Secretary, Treasurer). To keep
your incorporation status active, you must complete this form every other year. It is important to complete this
form to provide legal protection for your leaders. The final filing deadline is due March 31, 2021. For more
information, contact the SOS at 515.281.5204, 888.767.8683, or email sos@sos.iowa.gov.

Submit your LCMS Statistics Report
Important! The LCMS Department of Rosters and Statistics mailed each congregation instructions for
completing the 2020 statistics report. The letter includes the congregation ID and password needed for completing
the form online. The report includes membership data, gains/losses, education enrollment figures, and financial
information. Please be sure this letter gets to the person in your congregation who is responsible for completing
this report.
If you have not received this letter or have questions, please email rosters.stats@lcms.org or call the LCMS
Church Information Center at 888-843-5267. This statistical information is used to calculate congregational
assessments for District and Synod Conventions. It also assists a wide variety of ministry efforts at the national
level, as well as fulfilling the expectation of membership set forth in Bylaw 1.3.4. Please return the completed
report to the LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics by February 28, 2021.

The Lutheran Witness Subscription Rate
The rate for The Lutheran Witness remains the same for May 2021-April 2022. Including the insert, the total is
$22.68. The LW is available as an app, online, and in print. The flagship magazine of the LCMS, The LW is a
monthly publication (11 issues per year) that offers Synod news, features, columns, Q & A, and more. The
deadline for changes is March 1. If you have any questions, contact Concordia Publishing House circulation at
800.325.3040 option 2 or email LWSubscriptions@CPH.org. For more information or to read web-exclusive
stories, you can also go to www.lcms.org/witness.

Thrivent Choice Update
Thrivent Choice dollars for 2020 will be expiring soon! If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible to
participate and direct Thrivent Choice dollars to Iowa District West and other LCMS organizations. Simply go to
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) before March 31 and say “Thrivent
Choice.”
If you have a specific ministry you want to support (a mission in the District, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund,
IOWAY, Disaster relief/LERT, Youth Gathering, etc.) let me know the ministry and the amount. Thank you to the
many members who have already supported IDW!

Concordia Plan Services Benefits Administration System (BAS) Webinar
Whether you are new to using the BAS or an experienced administrator wanting a refresher, this webinar will
provide you with valuable information.
This webinar on January 26 at 1 p.m. will include:
• Overview on basic navigation of the BAS
• A demo on how to use the BAS to manage your ministry’s benefits
• Review of the reports available in the BAS
• Helpful resources that are available and where to find them

To register – click here

Congregational Treasurer’s Manuals
A few Congregational Treasurer’s Manuals with CD are available for free (compliments of Brotherhood Mutual
Insurance Company). This manual is an extremely helpful tool for staff, treasurers, and church leadership to better
understand many aspects of the congregation’s business needs. Available while supplies last!

What the New Coronavirus Stimulus Package Means for Churches
In late December, Congress passed and the president signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA), which
includes several provisions related to COVID-19 relief. Organizations that received a PPP loan in 2020 could also
be eligible to apply for and receive a second loan if income is 25% less as compared to last year. An additional
$284 billion is available through these PPP Second Draw Loans. Note the covered period for PPP loans issued
under the CARES Act is now extended to March 31, 2021, instead of December 31, 2020.
Those of you who have PPP loans under $150,000 have an easier one-page forgiveness form. The legislation also

extends the refundable payroll tax credits for paid sick and family leave, enacted in the Families First Coronavirus Response
Act, through the end of March 2021.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act also has provisions that provide temporary relief for health and dependent
care flexible spending accounts. This relief is especially impactful as many workers were unable to use all of
their FSA funds in 2020 and are at risk of losing those funds. The CAA allows unused amounts to be carried over
from 2021 into 2022. Contact Further for additional details at 800-859-2144.
Additional information about COVID legislation can be found on the Concordia Plan Services COVID-19
resources site.
Here a couple of other good reference websites:
https://www.churchlawandtax.com/web/2021/january/new-covid-stimulus-package-church.html
https://pastorswallet.com/how-the-new-coronavirus-stimulus-bill-affects-pastors

Charitable Contribution Deductions
CARES Act tax tip: The above-the-line charitable deduction for those who take the standard deduction will
continue into 2021. For the 2020 tax year, up to $300 of charitable donations can be deducted per tax return,
whether you file as a single or couple. For 2021, singles will still be able to d educt $300 and married couples
will be able to deduct $600.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Credit Union
Have you heard that the LCMS now has its own credit union, and they can handle your Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loan? Thanks to LCEF who provided significant funds to get it started, it is open for business. The
credit union offers the same services that your local credit union or bank offers and your funds are insured. Many
have joined the movement and opened accounts with the LutheranFCU. The District is now an active member of
the credit union. Are you? To learn more and join the movement, go to
www.LutheranFCU.org or call 877.737.3576.

Religious Freedom Challenges Facing America
With the pandemic, changes in the culture, and the impact of a new administration, it isn’t a matter if ministries
will be sued for simply living out their faith – the question is when and where such lawsuits will arise. Ministries
need to be legally prepared for the changes that are taking place in our culture.
If you are not prepared or do not have counsel on religious freedom issues, you may be putting your ministry at
risk by:
• Not having documents and policies (i.e. bylaws, statement of beliefs, facility use policies, employment
policies, etc.) written in a way that would serve as helpful evidence in the courtroom.
• Giving up your ability to operate according to your religious convictions.
• Missing key opportunities to serve because you do not know your rights.
The District recently joined the ADF Church & Ministry Alliance (www.adfchurchalliance.org). ADF’s mission is
to keep the door open for the Gospel so congregations can operate their mission with spiritual boldness. Getting
practical legal help can give you peace of mind when so much seems to be changing. More information coming.

St. Paul, Alta, Inspired to Make Facility Improvements
How did it all begin?
Members of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Alta, Iowa, were seeking ways
to improve their ministry. They suspected that there were improvements
they could make but what were they exactly and how should they be
prioritized? They invited an outside professional in for an unbiased
property evaluation.

Carole White
MBA
Iowa East & West
Districts Vice President
515-240-2229
Carole.White@lcef.org

LCEF National Office
10733 Sunset Office Drive
Suite 300
St. Louis, MO 63127
800-843-5233 | lcef.org

Next Steps?
Facility flaws were discovered and pointed out that the congregation had
grown accustomed to and didn’t really ‘see’ anymore. Members decided
that it was time to act. They chose the most needed improvements they
could tackle and researched funding to make the upgrades.
Lutheran Church Extension Fund was privileged to provide a Church
Improvement Loan to help enable St. Paul’s to make several important
improvements: gutters were installed, the aging front sign was replaced,
a large screen TV replaced the announcement screens in the sanctuary,
window frames were painted, an entrance door was replaced, and
a new roof was installed. Incidentally, it appeared that God worked
through a hailstorm to provide funds to cover half the cost of the roof
which needed replaced anyway. Good timing, right?
Inspired to do even more!
Steve Turnquist, congregation trustee, said the property evaluation and
the inspiration provided by the initial property improvements covered by
the loan spurred on the congregation to do more. They made additional
improvements to enhance the appearance and functionality of their
facility which included painting the hallway and repairing furnace vents.
They also fixed internal problems that were caused by the old, leaky roof
including water damage and beautified the spaces repaired. Even the
cross on the front of the church was re-lit to shine into the community.
The congregation welcomed the great terms of LCEF’s Church
Improvement Loan, and Dean Lietz, congregation treasurer, appreciated
dealing with a lending organization that shared their congregation’s
Christian values.

Good Stewardship
St. Paul members have also demonstrated good stewardship; they are on pace to pay off their loan in less than 18
months! Well done. LCEF investors are blessed to provide funds for Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod ministries like St.
Paul Lutheran Church to improve and enhance their facilities to the glory of God and in service to their members and
community.
To learn more about LCEF’s church improvement loans, ministry support services or investment opportunities, please
contact Carole White, MBA.
LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This
is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where
authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular,
which more fully describes associated risks. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting or tax advice.
Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB Bank n.a. serves as the
custodian for the LCEF IRA/HSA programs. NMLS #3444 Visit lcef.org for details.

10733 Sunset Office Drive – Suite 300
Saint Louis MO 63127-1020
800-843-5233
www.lcef.org – request@lcef.org

Investment Interest Rates-February 2021
MINIMUM
TERM
Dedicated Certificate

RATE

$100
$1,000
$5,000

0.125%
0.250%
0.375%

APY

(custodial account for minors: $25 minimum)

-------

0.125%
0.250%
0.376%

IRA Dedicated Certificate
$100
$1,000
$5,000
$10,000

---------

0.125%
0.250%
0.375%
0.500%

0.125%
0.250%
0.376%
0.501%

Y.I. StewardAccount®

(portion of balance over $1,000 earns second-tier rate)

$25 - $1,000
Over $1,000

-----

2.000%
0.500%

2.018%
0.501%

StewardAccount Certificate
$100
$1,000
$5,000
$10,000

---------

0.125%
0.250%
0.375%
0.500%

0.125%
0.250%
0.376%
0.501%

Family Emergency StewardAccount
$25

---

0.500%

0.501%

MINIMUM
TERM
RATE
ConnectPlus* Term Note-Fixed

APY

MINIMUM
TERM
HSA Certificates

RATE

APY

$500 - $50,000
Over $50,000

2.269%
0.878%

$1
$2,500
$5,000
$15,000

0.125%
0.250%
0.625%
0.750%

0.125%
0.250%
0.627%
0.753%

2 yrs.
---

2.250%
0.875%

PartnerPlus** Term Note-Fixed
$500 - $50,000
$500 - $50,000
Over $50,000

2 yrs.
4 yrs.
2 & 4 yrs.

1.750%
2.250%
0.875%

1.762%
2.269%
0.878%

Term Notes & IRA Term Notes-Fixed
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

1 yr.
2 yrs.
3 yrs.
4 yrs.
5 yrs.

0.500%
0.750%
0.875%
1.000%
1.250%

---------

Congregation Certificates-Demand
$100

---

0.125%

0.125%

Congregation StewardAccount Certificates
0.501%
0.752%
0.878%
1.004%
1.256%

$100
$250,000
$500,000
$1,000,000

---------

0.250%
0.375%
0.500%
0.625%

0.250%
0.376%
0.501%
0.627%

Term Notes & IRA Term Notes-Floating
$100
$100

30 mos.
60 mos.

0.875%
1.250%

0.878%
1.256%

Term Notes & IRA Term Jumbo Notes-Fixed
$100,000

5 yrs.

1.625%

1.635%

1.625%

1.635%

IRA Jumbo Notes-Floating
$100,000

60 mos.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will
offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes
associated risks. Neither LCEF nor its representatives give legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your tax advisor as to the applicability of this information to your own situation. UMB
Bank n.a. serves as the custodian for the LCEF IRA/HSA programs. Demand/Dedicated Certificate is not available to investors in South Carolina. StewardAccount products are not available
to investors in South Carolina. StewardAccount access features are offered through UMB Bank n.a. The Family Emergency StewardAccount is known as the Family StewardAccount in the
State of Ohio. *ConnectPLUS is available on a one account per investor basis only to new investors 18 and older who have not had an LCEF investment in the past 24 months. ConnectPLUS is
not available to investors in Ohio and Pennsylvania. **PartnerPLUS is available to investors 18 and older. New money only. Rates as of February 2021. Balance restrictions apply. Rates
subject to change. Visit lcef.org for details.
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Recipe for Serving Others
Nine Lutheran ladies
Gallon of coffee
Lots of sweet treats
Sewing machines
Materials for making quilts
Recipe instructions: Start with sewing machines and materials for making quilts.
Add lots of laughter, a gallon of coffee and many sweet treats. Mix it all together with a large amount of love.
Yields: 50+ quilts a year.
Nine Lutheran women from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Garner, Iowa doubled this recipe. After doubling their
recipe, they called and asked me about donating the quilts they had made. They decided to give them to the children
at Moulton Elementary School in Des Moines. Moulton Elementary enrolls 515 students from grades K-5 where 31
different languages are spoken. Most of the children are refugees and immigrants.
When I asked what the name of their group is, they looked at each
other and said, “I guess we are just the LWML Quilters.” There is no
“just” about this group of happy quilters! They do not have an official
name, but they shared their official schedule. They meet once a
month. They quilt for an hour, take a coffee break for an hour, and
quilt for another hour. That is an interesting and fun agenda! Pastor
Scott Kozisek said he shows up when it is time for the treats!
They always mix fun with food and fellowship. They said meeting
with friends is a great stress reliever.
We loaded 110 beautiful quilts along with 12 cozy baby quilts. What
a great privilege to take their gifts of love to Des Moines and deliver
to Audri Lu-Uhlken, the community coordinator at Moulton Elementary School!
Along with quilting, the Rebecca and Hope LWML groups
are involved with many great service outreaches. With
their many projects, they raise around $5,000 yearly and
share financially with nine different charities: 50% goes to
missions and 50% to projects. A few of their many
activities include a soup and pie sale, salad luncheon, City
of Garner celebration for Duesey Days and an Ethnic Bake
Sale. For the past fourteen years, they have had an Ethnic
Bake Sale. This year was no exception, but they worked
hard and were very creative in making it safe for everyone.
They offered Norwegian, German, Swedish, English,
Czech and Russian food items.

Pictured left to right: Marie Waddingham, Pastor
Scott Kozisek, Cheryl Farris, Elaine Olson,
Marlys Luedtke and Darlene Ziesmer
Seated: Sue Bruxvoort
Not pictured: Sheryl Rolfe, Louise Piper and
Janan Griggs

Ellie Menz
IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator
807 W. South, Jefferson IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515-370-1159

Audri Lu-Uhlken is pictured with half
the quilts at Moulton.

6

GEORGE & KAREN JANSSEN BRING GRANDSON!
In this journey we call life, we have found
that some of the BEST missionaries are
grandparents! Grandchildren love their
grandpas and grandmas and listen carefully
to what they say and mimic what they do!
We recently had the blessing of seeing this
in action here at Mission Central. George
and Karen Janssen from Denison, Iowa were
able to spend some Christmas vacation time
with grandson Abraham from Carroll, Iowa.
George and Karen were kind enough to
bring Abraham for a tour of Mission Central so he could go home to his dad and mom and his 11
siblings to tell them about this MIRACLE PLACE! This family toured the Creation Theater and the
other facilities that the Lord has given to us! It was a special time for this family. I know that
Abraham will be a real missionary and I’m sure that his mom and dad and their 12 children will
come to see what God has done here with an old set of farm buildings in the middle of nowhere!
SPECIAL HISPANIC FAMILY FROM SCHLESWIG, IOWA VISITS!
What a JOY and blessing to welcome a very special family for a tour on December 27!
This family came to the United States from
Mexico and lives south of Schleswig, Iowa.
Maria and her family are members of the
Catholic Church. As they drove by Mission
Central, they wanted to see what goes on here.
They were encouraged by a special member of
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Schleswig. The
family came along with the missionary to lead
them. This is another example of the fact that
WE ARE ALL MISSIONARIES! It was a JOY to
have these special visitors.

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Rev. Michael Paul & Family
Taiwan
Saturday, June 19, 2021
1 PM

Erin Mackenzie
Dominican Republic
Saturday, September 25, 2021
1 PM

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
Rev. Brent Smith (brent.smith@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us

!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church:
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa
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CHRISTMAS IS FAMILY TIME
With the Holy Family of Joseph and
Mary, our Hispanic churches celebrate
Christmas with their families. God brings
us together to celebrate the most important family connection, our faith for
all ages in the Christ Child. Pictured at
left are two special families who joined
us on Nochebuena (Christmas Eve) as
they do each year. What a blessing to
make the worship of the Prince of Peace
a family tradition.
The Perez family makes an annual tradition of bringing
their family together at our Christmas Eve worship
service. Manuel and Maria (center) gather with their
five children and spouses and grandkids, from Denison
and Omaha.

The family of Domingo and Marbella Mendoza (far right)
is a growing young family. At far left is Azucena, a niece
who grew up in our Church and Zion School. She now
has two boys, Liam (center) attending Zion Preschool
and newborn, Leo. Adriana is next to Azucena. She is the
daughter of Domingo and Marbella and she has three
girls: Yamilet, Yaretzi, and newborn, Alejandra.

Families in all countries have many special family and cultural traditions that
they enjoy at Christmas. Sadly, not all of
them are Christian traditions.
The best Christmas traditions are from
God’s Word, the Bible. They point us to
the true Christmas, Baby Jesus born in
the humility of a stable to poor parents
in order to become the King of the
world and the Savior of our lives. In our
Hispanic churches, we began our Christmas preparations with Advent Posadas
each week before Christmas. The big
celebration is on Nochebuena, the birth
of Jesus. In the new year, we celebrate
the Epiphany, visit of the Wise men (see
page 2). In February, we will celebrate
the Presentation of the Lord, 40 days after His birth. Of course, these festivals
usually include food and fellowship following our worship service. We look forward to another wonderful year of spiritual blessings together with our families
and the community.

Page 2

CELEBRATING THE EPIFANY OF THE WISE MEN
One of the special traditions we celebrate at Amigos en Cristo is
the festival of the visit of the Wise Men. This is a special Hispanic
Christian tradition. We begin our worship with a procession of the
children and after the service we have a piñata and a special
“Rosca” cake during our fellowship hour.

CALL PROCESS UPDATE for Denison and Storm Lake
We continue to partner with Iowa District West for support in
the Call process of a permanent bilingual pastor for our two
Hispanic ministries. Please keep this important decision for our
special ministry in your prayers.
THANK YOU FROM our churches
in Denison and Storm Lake
As we enter the new year, we are so grateful for the congregations
and the individuals who have sacrificially supported our ministry,
either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars. If you
have any questions on how you can support our Hispanic ministry
with Thrivent Choice dollars, please contact your local Thrivent
Financial representative or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836. We also
invite you to visit either of our services, online, on my Facebook page
(Daniel Vogel) or come in person any Sunday at 10:30 a.m. at Grace
Lutheran in Storm Lake or at 12:30 p.m. at Zion Lutheran in Denison!

Rev. Daniel Vogel
32678 Aspen Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Home: 712-653-2354
Cell: 712-309-1292
E-mail:

daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + For the process of calling a bilingual pastor to serve Amigos en Cristo in Denison and Grace Hispanic in Storm Lake. + For our partnership with Iowa District West and the District leadership. + For families in Storm Lake that are unable to
worship in-person with us because of COVID, that they would be able to soon return to
be with us. + For our Denison families wintering in Mexico (Eliseo, Maru and Marcia) and
in El Salvador (Marta) that God would bless their time with their families and bring them
back safely. + In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s work among Hispanic immigrants in
Denison and Storm Lake and also in our missions in Sioux City and Des Moines.

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2021

SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Our Only True Consolation

Prayers
• After a year-long
battle with cancer,
Carmen’s doctors
are concerned
about a couple
spots in her lungs.
Please pray that the
test results don’t
reveal more cancer!
• Thanksgiving for the
ongoing generosity
of so many people
who continue
supporting our
Hispanic ministry!

For the Calendar
CHANGE!
Our quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry will now
be meeting
Tuesday, March 9
at 6:30 pm.
Please join us!
TACOS FOR
DINNER!
Hope Lutheran Church

A

s we enter the new year of 2021, it is
common to chat about how terrible 2020
was and how things just have to get better.
Even though we certainly hope and
pray for the passing of many of 2020’s
diﬃculties, we must remember that we have no
idea what the next year(s) will bring and, further,
a “better year” is not our consolation as
Christians. Rather, as cross-formed children of
God, we know that sometimes the bad things are
the good things. As I recently heard in a wonderful
sermon by a brother pastor, Christopher Esget,
“It is good for us to have trouble. It drives us toward
God. The aﬄiction helps us make progress in
218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

Supporting
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry
As we look forward to
this new year of 2021,
we continue seeking
more financial stability.
If financially supporting
a specific ministry is
something you or your
congregation has been
considering, please
keep us in mind. Please
remember to add us to
your daily prayer list!

Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to
support our
Hispanic ministry
here in Siouxland,
please send aid to
the address on the
bottom of the page.
Make checks
payable to Hope
Lutheran Church
with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the
memo line.
Thank you!

Hope Lutheran Church

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2021

righteousness. Suﬀering helps you realize that all
the stuﬀ you counted on—possessions, reputation,
love and aﬀection—all of the the things that this
world will oﬀer to you end up not being something
you can rely on!” How true it is! When things
are going just fine, we often suﬀer the illusion
that life without Christ is just fine. This is why,
in a work called “14 Consolations,” Luther
wrote, “It is good for us always to be oppressed with
some trouble, lest in our weakness, we succumb to the
oﬀenses of the world and fall into sin.” In
conclusion, we certainly don’t need to seek
trouble or martyrdom—Satan, the world, and
our sinful flesh will provide plenty—but we also
remember that “the good, peaceful, easy life” is
not our consolation. “When I am about to depart
this life,” Luther said, “I support myself with this
consolation: That I believe in God’s Son.” We know
God’s Son, and through Him we have true life!
That is our only true consolation!

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com

February 2021

The Photos
• On the first page, you see
Jasmine, Fátima, Ángel, and me
enjoying a post-divine-service meal
at their favorite spot, Subway.
• On the second page, we are
enjoying an end of the year ESL
party with some special treats.
• Left, top: COVID has really
aﬀected our ESL group this year, but
here you see some of our dedicated
teachers and students. Eating
together once in a while has been a
nice way to foster relationships.
• Left, bottom: I received a
special Christmas dinner invitation
from some of the ladies—Carmen,
Lety, Neidy, and Dulce (clockwise
from bottom left). Thank you for the
great food and conversation!

That’s it for now. May our
Lord bless you and keep
you and thank you for your
continued prayers and
financial support of our
Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!
Pastor Paul Flo
Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

Matthew 20:1-16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about
the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too,
and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going
out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the
same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard
too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they
thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did
you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs
to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the
last will be first, and the first last.”
Devotion:
I need workers in the church! This pandemic has given
the church more work to do than ever before. Many people
are presently unemployed or working from home with reduced hours. Not so in the church. I need people to pray for
people who are sick and in the hospital. I need people to
play instruments and sing for online worship services. I need
people to help print devotions like this one and take it to all

those who cannot get out of their houses, apartments, or
nursing homes. I need people to visit, deliver food, etc. As a
pastor, I’m pulling out my hair to get more workers to volunteer or even get paid at the church to help the work of the
LORD get done! I do not want anyone to die of the coronavirus, of any disease, or of loneliness without hearing God’s
Word and joining part of God’s vineyard kingdom team!
I know many of you have worked as part of God’s kingdom for many years and may be ready to retire. But do not
retire just yet! Keep praying, keep encouraging your neighbor, and keep worshipping Jesus even if it means on-line
because in the end we are getting a denarius!
A denarius back in Jesus’ day was a day’s wage, but
Jesus is not teaching about getting paid money for being
part of His kingdom. Jesus is teaching about having eternal
life. Jesus gives forgiveness of sins, being part of God’s
family, and eternal life for all who believe and follow Him. He
would do this even for the person who is hired late in life.
Jesus values you. Jesus is generous and gives His gifts
freely to the person who follows Him all their life and to the
person who follows in the last few hours of life. So, if you
haven’t started work, start now, you are hired! If you have
already started, know He will continue to walk with you!
Jesus worked His entire earthly life perfectly taking on
your punishment on the cross so all of us can be part of His
eternal kingdom!
General Prayer 2
Almighty and eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence
by all people everywhere, we give You humble and sincere
thanks for the innumerable blessings that You have bestowed on us without any merit or worthiness on our part.
We praise You especially for preserving for us Your saving Word and the holy Sacraments. Grant and preserve to
Your holy Church throughout the world purity of doctrine,
and provide faithful pastors to preach Your Word with power.
Help all who hear the Word rightly to understand and truly to
believe it. Send laborers into Your harvest, and open the

door of faith to those who do not know You. In mercy, bring
to repentance the enemies of Your Church, and grant them
amendment of life. Protect and defend Your Church in all
tribulation and danger. Strengthen us and all fellow Christians to set our hope fully on the grace revealed in Christ,
and help us to fight the good fight of faith that in the end we
may receive the salvation of our souls.
Bestow Your grace on all nations of the earth. Bless especially our country, its inhabitants, and all who are in authority. Let Your glory dwell in our land that mercy and truth,
righteousness and peace may abound in all places. We
commend to You the care of our schools so that our children
may grow in useful knowledge and Christian virtue and thus
bring forth wholesome fruits of life.
Graciously defend us from all calamity by fire and water,
from war and pestilence, from scarcity and famine, and from
every other evil. Protect and prosper all who labor in their
rightful callings, and let all useful arts flourish among us. Be
the God and Father of the lonely and the forsaken, the helper of the sick and needy, the comforter of the distressed and
those who sorrow. . . .
Accept, we implore You, our bodies and souls, our hearts
and minds, our talents and powers, together with the offerings we bring before You as our humble service.
As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by
true faith and a godly life to prepare for the world to come,
doing the work You have given us to do while it is day, before the night comes when no one can work. And when our
last hour comes, support us by Your power, and receive us
into Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen
Rev. James Travis
Calvary Lutheran Church, Sioux City

THE LAMPLIGHTER

Theme: “You are Hired”
February 2021

A Publication of The Lutheran Service Auxiliary
Sioux City, Iowa
The Good Shepherd Hour airs every Sunday
morning on the following radio stations:
KSCJ – 1360 AM & 94.9 FM

Sioux City at 8 a.m.

KLEM – 1410 AM & 96.9 FM

Le Mars at 8 a.m.

KAYL – 101.7 FM

Storm Lake at 8:30 a.m.

KVFD – 1400 AM

Fort Dodge at 8 a.m.

Main Street Living TV: KCAU 9 Sioux City at 10 a.m.
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Camp Okoboji’s Annual Meeting is a time to share information and provide updates about
what is happening at Camp Okoboji. Every congregation in IDW has the opportunity to be
represented at the Annual Meeting by nominating and sending a delegate. Delegates are
Camp Okoboji’s extended voice to their congregations. If you’re interested in representing
your congregation, talk to your pastor or president of the congregation. See you in April!

Lutheran Family Service
Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road, Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-573-3138

Iowa District West, together, we are making a difference for many!
For the 119th consecutive year, LCMS men, women, teens, children, couples, families, congregations,
districts, LWML groups, youth groups, Bible study groups, fellowship clubs, Sunday schools, pastors,
teachers, counselors, social workers, volunteers, and many other partners worked together to share the love
of Jesus with many thousands through the ministry of Lutheran Family Service. On behalf of each one whose
life was saved or changed for good through your partnership—thank you! Alone, we can do some things, but
together we can accomplish so much more! We’re trusting God to lead us to serve many more according to
His good and perfect will in the New Year ahead!

IOWA LUTHERAN SCHOOL TUITION ORGANIZATION

$715,285
Total amount donated in 2020 to ILSTO. Thank You!
Please consider a gift today to help
families attend a Lutheran School

The 2021-22 financial assistance need for Lutheran
School children will exceed $1 Million.
Our goal is to raise $940,000 in 2021
through the ILSTO 65% tax credit program.
Students and families need your help.

Elementary & Secondary Lutheran Schools in Iowa:

Trinity, Boone
Valley, Cedar Falls
Clarinda Lutheran
Trinity, Davenport
St. Paul, Fort Dodge
St. Paul, Latimer
Zion-St.John, Paullina
Community, Readlyn
Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran, Spencer

Trinity, Cedar Rapids
Zion, Denison
Central, Newhall
St. Paul, Sioux City
Lutheran Interparish, Williamsburg

Lutheran Schools:
•

Are driven by a commitment to the Gospel and focused on a mission of bringing hope and
healing to students and families.

•

Are governed by board members who clearly understand their roles and focus on the vision
and board policies that effectively govern the operation of the school.

•

Meet or exceed state and national academic standards at all grade levels.

•

Have educators who model visionary leadership. They practice stewardship of resources, build
up others and empathize with others.

•

Have educators who model servant leadership. Do those served grow as persons; do they,
while being served, become healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more likely themselves to
become servants? (Robert Greenleaf)

•

Have educators who model spiritual leadership. They study God’s Word, share their personal
faith story, apply Law and Gospel appropriately, exhibit a passion for ministry, act courageously,
equip God’s people for service, care for others, demonstrate integrity, and pray.

Call today for more information
Dewey Torkelson,
ILSTO Program Manager
712-260-2991

Lutherans For Life
2021 Iowa
Essay Contest
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents

For students in Grades 6 through 12
Any Lutheran student in a Lutheran school or church is eligible. Lutheran students may also enter through a
home school or congregation e.g. confirmation class, youth group when validated by a pastor or teacher.

Contest Guidelines
Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the theme: God Chose You with the Bible
verse: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit” (John 15:16).
1. Not incorporating the theme and verse in the essay will disqualify the entry.
2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the handicapped, adoption or
foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia etc.
3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address. All entries submitted
by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should be submitted on
the rubric page used in grading the essay.
4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then included in a
bibliography at the end.
Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words
Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words
Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word or Google Docs to
revjustinkane@gracewaterloo.org by April 1, 2021.
5. There will be a $100 first place award and $50 second place award for each of the two. The two first place
category winners will advance to the national contest. Email revjustinkane@gracewaterloo.org with any
questions.
6. Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to a 2021
Regional Conference and one night stay at the conference hotel.
7. All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.
8. For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see: lutheransforlife.org

