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PROCEEDINGS–2018
PREFACE
“Bound Together in Christ's Love”
The theme for the 40th Convention of Iowa District West was "Bound Together in
Christ's Love" with the convention theme text coming from Colossians 3:12-17.
ESV

Colossians 3:12-17 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
In the opening devotion of the convention, the Rev. Dr. Steven Turner, President of Iowa
District West, shared the convention text with great enthusiasm. It is a great text because it
begins with such good news that we are "God's chosen ones, holy and beloved." This text also
gives us direction to follow as fellow disciples of Christ. As we seek to fulfill Christ's mission,
Paul encourages us to bear with one another and to be forgiving as we have been forgiven.
President Turner applied this to the work of Iowa District West. Each delegate had been given a
piece of rope. We were all asked to tie our piece of rope to those on either side of us. With this
powerful image, we were reminded that no matter if we represented a large congregation or a
small one, we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love." As we undertake the challenging work of
reaching out to everyone with Christ; we bear that load together. This activity would reflect the
spirit of this convention.
We celebrated being "Bound Together in Christ's Love" as we further explored this
concept through the sermons, the essayist, the devotions, the reports, and the greetings that were
shared during this convention. It was amazing to witness how Christ's love binds us together no
matter what area of mission or ministry was discussed at the convention.
We celebrated being "Bound Together in Christ's Love" in the elections of President, the
Vice-Presidents, the Board of Directors, the Committees, and the Circuit Visitors of the District.
In proceeding through these elections, it became evident how many men and women were eager
to serve our Lord through our District. These leaders will be vital in helping our District remain
"Bound Together in Christ's Love" for the next three years of mission and ministry.
We celebrated being "Bound Together in Christ's Love" in the resolutions that were
presented before the convention. Perhaps the biggest piece of business conducted was the
approval of the new District Handbook which will impact the operations of the District for years
to come. Being "Bound Together in Christ's Love" was demonstrated in resolutions which
discussed close communion, outreach, stewardship, acts of mercy, and encouraging young
people to become church workers. The convention also celebrated the work of our Concordia
Universities and Lutheran Family Service.
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The 40th Convention of Iowa District West will be remembered for the spirit of Christcentered love and unity that was demonstrated by all who participated. The theme of "Bound
Together in Christ's Love" will continue to inspire and direct our work together as Iowa District
West.
Under the theme, “Bound Together in Christ's Love,” the convention adopted 18
resolutions. Those actions, along with the minutes of the five convention sessions are included
in these convention Proceedings. To facilitate your reading of the resolutions, the following may
prove helpful:




An “A” attached to a resolution number indicates that floor committees made changes in
those resolutions as originally published before they introduced them for consideration by
the convention.
The number in parentheses behind the word “Action” below each resolution indicates the
convention session during which action on the resolution was taken. More information
about the handling of the resolution may be found in the minutes of those sessions.
Comments in parentheses below the resolutions offer information regarding changes
made during discussion of the proposed resolution and actions taken in connection with
the adoption of the resolutions. A few of these notes contain information provided by the
District Secretary that he hopes will be helpful in the use of a particular resolution.

The presentation of these Proceedings will be my final act as the District Secretary of
Iowa District West. I would like to thank President Turner and the Board of Directors of Iowa
District West for appointing me to this position. I also want to thank the staff of our District
Office who have been a special blessing to me as District Secretary. This time as District
Secretary has made me appreciative of the ongoing work that the leadership of our District
engages in. It is my deepest prayer that our Lord would bless my successor, the Rev. Richard
Merrill, with the skills and perseverance needed to serve our District.
To God be the Glory,
The Rev. John Schonkaes
District Secretary
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THE MINUTES OF THE 40th CONVENTION
OF IOWA DISTRICT WEST
OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD
HELD AT CAMP OKOBOJI, MILFORD, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
“BOUND TOGETHER IN CHRIST'S LOVE”
Registration and Evening Meal
Convention registration got underway at Camp Okoboji, 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 24,
2018, in the newly built Discover Center.
The evening meal was served at Camp Okoboji.
Opening Worship
The opening worship service was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Spirit Lake,
Iowa.
Due to severe weather and the challenge of water-covered roads, the start of the opening
worship service was delayed until 7:30 p.m.
The order of worship was Divine Service Setting One in Lutheran Service Book.
The sermon was given by the Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller, First Vice-President of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The text was the convention theme text, Colossians 3:12-17.
Dr. Mueller began with a description of the man Saul was until he experienced the risen Christ. It
was Jesus who changed the master persecutor, Saul, into the master proclaimer, Paul. Through
our baptism we too have been made alive in Christ and everything has changed for us.
Dr. Mueller pointed out Paul's use of plural verbs creating the reality that we are not
alone, that we have been bound together in Christ's love. Christ has been bound to us and
because of this act of God's grace to us we can "grace" others and give freely the love that we
have been given. We can put off the earthly things in our lives. We can also put on new qualities
such as love. We can let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. (Acting as the "umpire" of our
hearts and helping us avoid the ungodly actions of this world.) We can do everything in the name
of Christ. It is our Lord Jesus Christ who leads us to repentance because He has claimed us in our
baptism. Dr. Mueller also referenced Luther's use of bride and bridegroom imagery in this new
life that we have been given. Our Lord Jesus has changed us. He is our peace. He is the reason
that we all can be bound together in His love.
The Prayer of the Church included petitions for:
 zeal for the Word of God that we might faithfully proclaim Christ;
 the LCMS, all her congregations, professional church workers, her leadership,
and all her missionaries;
 the Iowa District West in convention;
 all who are in authority;
 special concerns.
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Announcements, Orientation Session, and Floor Committee Meetings
President Turner thanked the delegates for their service to Christ and His Kingdom. He
asked for a show of hands of those who were attending a District convention for the first time.
He added that this was his first convention to facilitate and that we all are on a journey together
now through Tuesday.
President Turner recognized the District Staff and pointed out that they would be happy
to help everyone at the convention when needed.
President Turner shared that the Convention Floor Committees met at the District Office
on May 12 and reviewed the overtures that have been submitted. Those overtures had now
become resolutions and can be found in the registration packets. The Floor Committees will be
meeting tonight at Immanuel and this is the time to raise any questions that you might have.
Convention registration will continue at Camp Okoboji.
Because of the heavy rains, the Morning Prayer at the Point will be held in the Christian
Life Center both tomorrow and Tuesday morning at 7:00 a.m.
The dress for the convention is casual.
President Turner recognized the Convention Choir Director, the Rev. Timothy Frank. The
choir will meet for practice in the Christian Life Center at 8:00 a.m.
President Turner addressed some specific information regarding the convention. He
reminded the delegates to wear their name badges. The voting keypads will be placed at delegate
seating in the Christian Life Center. The delegates were also reminded that they represent their
congregation and are baptized children of God and that is how we should treat one another when
speaking to the convention. All of the microphones on the convention floor will be "live" so they
do not need to be turned on. When addressing the convention, be sure to identify yourself with
your name and your congregation. The convention will follow Robert's Rules of Order and the
Rev. Dr. John Sias, Secretary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will serve as
parliamentarian.
President Turner thanked the Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller for his message and said that he did
a great job in beginning to unpack the convention theme, "Bound Together in Christ's Love."
Light refreshments were served in Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Christian Life Center.
Session 1
Morning Session, Monday, June 25, 2018
Morning Prayer and Breakfast
Monday, June 25, 2018 began with devotions in the Christian Life Center led by the Rev.
Joe Meyer. In his message, Rev. Meyer referenced an article titled, "21 Challenges for the 21st
Century Church." One of those challenges is authenticity, however, many times we allow
ourselves to be compelled by our sin and brokenness, rather than by the holiness we have been
given through Christ. Rev. Meyer used the convention theme text from Colossians 3 to describe
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how we can reject sin and put off the things of this world and embrace Christ. It is the risen
Christ who empowers us to put on the things of our new life of holiness, especially forgiveness.
Breakfast was served in the Dining Hall at 7:30 a.m.
Opening Devotions
The opening devotions began with President Turner reading the convention theme text,
Colossians 3:12-17.
President Turner shared that when he was elected, he didn't know what he was getting
into. He was elected on a Monday, and by Wednesday, the former President, the Rev. Paul
Sieveking was moving to St. Louis. But Rev. Sieveking told President Turner not to worry
because of the wonderful staff he has. President Turner thanked the District Staff and shared how
well they collaborate and work together as a team.
The text from Colossians 3 is a great text because it begins with good news. The text
shares that we are the chosen people of God because of Jesus Christ. President Turner urged
everyone to consider who they are, that they are sons and daughters of the King. Everyone here
at the convention has been gathered together as baptized children of God.
President Turner shared how over the last three years he has visited with pastors, church
workers, and lay leaders from nearly every congregation in Iowa District West. He asked if this
was a good time or a bad time to be a church worker in Iowa District West.
Because of the low number of placed church workers and the growing number of
retirements from ministry, there is a shortage of pastors, principals, and teachers. It is up to
congregations, families, and schools to identify and encourage young people to go into
professional church work.
Is it a good time or a bad time? It is a great time. It is God's time! The time that He has
given to us to carry out His ministry. It's a great time to be a church worker because of all of the
other church workers in Iowa District West who serve along side of you.
President Turner asked if it is a good time or a bad time to be part of a congregation in
Iowa District West.
By having everyone stand and then sit by their Sunday worship attendance, President
Turner reinforced the fact that a majority of District congregations have a worship attendance of
75 or less. So is it a good time or a bad time?
The text from Colossians 3 gives us direction. It tells us that we are called to bear with
our neighbor through the challenges we face in our lives. In Iowa District West, the need has
risen for congregations to partner with one another which can be challenging due to history or a
sense of autonomy. President Turner gave several examples of congregations that have partnered
together for the sake of mission and ministry.
Is it a good time or a bad time? We are not optimistic about our future because of church
workers who are sinners or because of congregations which are filled with sinners, but we are
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because of Christ and His love for us. We have a new life in Him. We are united to Christ and to
one another as ONE body.
At this point President Turner referenced the pieces of colored rope placed at each seat.
These are a reminder of this convention. These ropes were long and undivided at one point just
as God's design for people at the beginning of creation, but now we are all divided because of
sin. But it is Christ's love that binds everything together in perfect harmony. That is why the
center of the convention logo is a cross.
President Turner asked each delegate to take their piece of rope and tie it to the ropes of
the people next to them with a tight knot. The knot is now the strongest part of the rope which
represents Christ who binds us all together. Just as two work horses can pull exponentially more
weight together than when separate, we are bound together in Christ's love, the largest to the
smallest, the weakest to the strongest. We need to be ready to explore new ways of partnering
with other congregations to bring the love of Christ to our communities. We are stronger
together.
Committee 7: Registration and Credentials
President Turner called on the Rev. Nicholas Thackery, Chairman of the Registration
Committee, for his initial report. Chairman Thackery gave his initial report. There were 104
registered pastoral delegates and 104 registered lay delegates for a total of 208 registered voting
delegates. A quorum was established. It was moved, seconded, and carried to accept this initial
report of Committee 7: Registration and Credentials.
Call to Order
A quorum having been established, President Turner declared the 40th Convention of
Iowa District West of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to be in session, “in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” He concluded with a word of prayer.
Appointments
President Turner reminded the convention of the appointments made for the smooth
operation of the convention.
Convention Manager
The Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant for Missions,
Stewardship, and Human Care
Assistant to the President
Ms. Rhonda Mohr, Executive Assistant for Education, Youth, and Family Life
Convention Business Manager
Mr. Roger Curtis, District Business Manager
Convention Reporter and Public Relations Director
The Rev. David Daumer
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Judge of Elections
The Rev. David Simonson. He will serve in this capacity if needed.
Parliamentarian, The Rev. Dr. John Sias, Secretary of
The Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod.
Secretary, The Rev. John Schonkaes, District Secretary
Assistant Secretary, The Rev. Joshua Lowe
Convention Chaplain, The Rev. David Lyons
Convention Nurse, Mrs. Delaine Warnke
Test of the Voting Machines
Voting instructions were given to all delegates. A check of the electronic voting
equipment followed and a successful test of the equipment was run. Mr. Mark Lenz of
Interactive Church Resources will serve as technician.
Adoption of the Standing Rules
The President called on the District Secretary, the Rev. John Schonkaes, to review the
special standing rules found on page seven of the Convention Workbook. After they were read, it
was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt them as the standing rules of the convention.
Report of the Commission on Constitutions
The delegates were directed to page 50 of the Convention Workbook for the report of the
Commission on Constitutions.
In accord with Synod Bylaw 2.3, the following new congregation has submitted its
constitution and application for membership in The Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod. On
November 9, 2017, the Board of Directors accepted the constitution and approved the
membership of
The Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny, Iowa.
The following congregations have submitted Constitution and/or Bylaw revisions in
accord with Synod Bylaw 2.4. They have been reviewed by the District Commission on
Constitutions and are recommended for ratification by the Board of Directors of Iowa District
West.
Peace, Marcus – Constitution & Bylaws
Bethel, Sutherland – Constitution & Bylaws
Trinity, Des Moines – Constitution & Bylaws
Grace, Le Mars – Constitution & Bylaws
Trinity, Hinton – Constitution & Bylaws
Zion/Immanuel, Lu Verne/Livermore – Dual Parish Agreement
St. Paul, Ankeny – Constitution & Bylaws
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Trinity, Odebolt – Bylaws
Faith, Adel – Bylaws
St. Paul, Boone – Constitution
The report was amended to add the Bylaws of St. Paul, Boone, to the list of approved
Constitutions and Bylaws. It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt this report as amended.
Committee 1: Missions
In light of the acceptance of that report, President Turner called on the Rev. Todd Jenks,
Chairman of Committee 1: Missions, to present Resolution #1-01 on pg. 1 in the Convention
Resolutions, "To Receive The Gate Lutheran Church as a Member Congregation of Iowa District
West."
Acceptance of A New Congregation into the District and the Synod
It was moved by Committee 1 and unanimously adopted by the convention to receive The
Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny Iowa, as a member congregation of Iowa District West of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. A video from The Gate was shown. The Rev. Aaron
Hannemann shared thanks on behalf of his congregation for the support of the District and from
their mother congregation, St. Paul, Ankeny. This approval was expressed by the convention
rising and singing the common Doxology.
Election of the District President
President Turner asked District Secretary John Schonkaes to present the slate of
candidates. The Rev. Dr. Steven Turner, the Rev. Roger Carlisle and the Rev. Jonathan Riggert
were ratified by the convention as nominees for the office of District President. There were no
nominations from the floor. Chaplain Lyons led the convention in prayer. The Rev. Dr. Steven
Turner was elected with 86.96% of the vote on the first ballot. Dr. Turner was declared to be the
District President of Iowa District West. President Turner thanked his wife Darlene without
whom his ministry would not be possible. (Roger Carlisle received 6.76% of the votes and
Jonathan Riggert 6.28%.) The actual votes for each candidate were as follows: Steven Turner
180, Roger Carlisle 14, Jonathan Riggert 13.
Election of the First Vice-President
For First Vice-President, the slate that was ratified by the delegates included: the Rev.
Roger Carlisle, the Rev. Paul Egger and the Rev. Thomas Schlund. There were no nominations
from the floor. The First Vice-President of Iowa District West is the Rev. Roger Carlisle, elected
on the first ballot garnering 69.76% of the votes cast. Paul Egger received 26.34% and Thomas
Schlund 3.9%. The number of votes cast for each candidate were: Roger Carlisle 143, Paul
Egger 54, and Thomas Schlund 8.
Election of the Second Vice-President
In voting for Second Vice-President of the District, the slate was ratified with no
nominations from the floor: the Rev. Paul Egger, the Rev. Benjamin Dose, the Rev. Kevin
Johnson, the Rev. Merle Mahnken, and the Rev. Russell Senstad were the nominees. On the first
ballot, the Rev. Paul Egger was elected to serve as Second Vice-President of Iowa District West
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with 60.78% of the vote. Benjamin Dose received 14.22% of the vote, Russell Senstad received
11.76%, Kevin Johnson received 6.86%, and Merle Mahnken received 6.37%. The number of
votes cast for each candidate were: Paul Egger 124, Benjamin Dose 29, Russell Senstad 24,
Kevin Johnson 14, and Merle Mahnken 13.
A moment was taken for a “photo op” of the new presidium of Pastors Turner, Carlisle
and Egger.
Official Welcome of The Gate Lutheran Church
The Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny, Iowa was officially welcomed by Iowa District
West. Pastor Aaron Hannemann thanked the assembly.
Welcome from Camp Okoboji
Mr. Kirk Warnke, the new Executive Director of Camp Okoboji, welcomed the delegates
and guests to Camp Okoboji. The Camp staff hope to fulfill all of your needs. They join in
celebrating the joys of being "Bound Together in Christ's Love." Mr Warnke shared the hope that
the time spent here would be a time of refreshment in body and spirit. He added that hopefully
the camp may also continue to be a blessing to all of the individuals and congregations in Iowa
District West.
Mr. Warnke introduced his wife Mrs. Delaine Warnke who would serve as nurse during
the convention.
Mr. Warnke reminded everyone where restrooms and shelter during severe weather are
located on camp. If anyone has any questions, they were directed to the Camp Office.
Greetings from the South Dakota District
The Rev. Scott Sailer, President of the South Dakota District of The Lutheran Church––
Missouri Synod, extended congratulations to President Turner for his reelection. He also rejoiced
in the partnership with Iowa District West through Camp Okoboji. President Sailer shared that
the unity in Iowa District West is indeed noticed from afar.
Report of Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Ms. Carole White, LCEF Vice-President for Iowa District West, was invited to share the
LCEF Report. Ms. White shared that she is blessed to work with special people including, Mrs.
Ruth Gerken, Promotion Director. Ms. White has been serving LCEF in our District for almost
twenty years. She shared highlights of work that LCEF has done with Iowa District West
congregations including: St. Paul, Ankeny; Immanuel, Guthrie Center; Beautiful Savior, Polk
City; Holy Cross, Carlisle; St. Paul, Carroll; Faith, Orange City; Zion, Atlantic; and St. Paul,
Ames.
Ms. White also shared some recent additions to what LCEF can do including
demographics for congregations, loans to rostered church workers, scholarships, and the Young
Investors program. LCEF also gives back operating results to the District for use in a variety of
ways.
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Ms. White shared that LCEF can provide investment opportunities for everyone. She also
pointed out the coloring cards that were provided for everyone. Pictures of them can be shared
on Facebook.
Prayer for Workers for the Harvest
At 10:07 a.m. President Turner recognized the Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant
for Missions, Stewardship, and Human Care. Rev. Gerken shared with the convention that he has
an alarm set to go off on his phone every day at 10:02 a.m. (referencing Luke 10:2). The alarm
signals a time to pray to the Lord to send workers into the harvest fields. Chaplain David Lyons
was directed to lead the convention in a prayer for workers for the harvest.
Recess and Call to Order
President Turner called for a recess until 10:25 a.m.
The session reconvened by singing hymn # 656 "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God."
President Turner called the convention back to order.
Ms. Carole White was invited to the stage for the first of many gift card giveaways from
LCEF (an incentive for everyone to return on time).
Report of The Handbook Review Committee
President Turner invited the Rev. Roger Carlisle, First Vice-President of Iowa District
West, for a report from the Handbook Review Committee.
Rev. Carlisle shared that reviewing and updating the Handbook of Iowa District West
was one of the first things that President Turner wanted to do when he was elected.
Rev. Carlisle thanked the Rev. Albert Buelow for countless hours in putting these
revisions together. He also thanked the other members of the committee for their work including,
the Rev. Robert Riggert, the Rev. Ralph Shorey, and Mr. Stan Ullerich.
The current District Handbook was created in 1983. It was reviewed in 2005 and revised
in 2009. Many changes are needed for our changing District. Rev. Carlisle shared that the
Constitution of The Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod is the Constitution of Iowa District West.
There are many references to the Synod Handbook in the new District Handbook.
There are also revisions made specifically for our District. These revisions reflect current
practices and they also provide accountability and efficiency to our work. The new Handbook
will be a "one stop" document for all needs. The new Handbook comes complete with a new
numbering system and a table of contents in each section.
Rev. Carlisle shared that the committee has met for two and a half years. They have
consulted with the appropriate boards and groups. The wordsmithing has been done.
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The current version of the new Handbook was sent to the Synod's Commission on
Constitutional Matters (CCM) in September 2017 and some changes were made. Any changes at
this convention will also have to be approved by the CCM according to the Bylaws of the Synod.
This version of the new handbook was also shared with the pastors of the District at the
District Pastors Conference in September at Gloria Dei, Urbandale. The Pastors Conference then
created an overture to the convention for the adoption of this new handbook.
Rev. Carlisle pointed out that during this report, no questions will be taken, however,
once the Handbook Review Floor Committee has made a motion to adopt the Handbook,
questions will be taken then. If the new Handbook is adopted, it will go into effect immediately
at this convention.
Rev. Carlisle shared several key areas where revisions were made including the following
areas:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of Iowa District West;
References to the Synod's Handbook;
Consistency and clarity in wording;
Title change from Executive Assistant to Assistant to the President;
Allocation for electronic media for notification and voting;
Timetables for publication;
Board of Directors Committees and auxiliary committees were updated;
The chair of the Human Care Committee will now be an ordained minister;
Addition of another lay member at large position on the Board of Directors;
Term limits for District President, District Secretary, and District Treasurer;
Inclusion of Circuit Cabinet Representatives and their duties;
District Handbook Committee (an auxiliary committee) that will review the
Handbook before each convention.

Rev. Carlisle then went chapter by chapter in the new Handbook sharing highlights of the
revisions that were being offered.
Committee 5: District Handbook Review
President Turner invited the Rev. Merle Mahnken to the stage for their report.
Rev. Mahnken thanked the Handbook Review Committee for their work and presented
Resolution #5-01 on page 23 of the Convention Resolutions, "To Adopt the Proposed 2018 Iowa
District West Handbook." The resolution was read by the secretary of Committee 5. Rev.
Mahnken moved on behalf of the committee for adoption.
Discussion on this motion began. A motion was made and seconded to strike the words
"the president" from Bylaw 3.4.1.
A friendly amendment was accepted to the motion to add "the president" to bylaw 3.4.2
and to strike the words "the president" from the previous list of offices in bylaw 3.4.1.
A vote was taken to amend Bylaws 3.4.1 and 3.4.2 of the proposed Handbook. The vote
was 54.68% for YES and 45.32% for NO. The amendment passed.
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A vote was then taken on Resolution #5-01 (as amended). The vote was 95.54% for YES
and 4.46% for NO. The resolution was approved and now the new Handbook for Iowa District
West (as amended) was in effect.
The convention acknowledged the work of the Handbook Review Committee with a
round of applause.
Committee 8: Nominating Committee
President Turner invited the Rev. Robert Riggert to the stage for the report of the
Nominating Committee.
Rev. Riggert thanked the committee for their service to the convention. The objective of
the Nominating Committee was to prepare a list of capable church men and women to serve the
District and keep us "Bound Together in Christ's Love."
Rev. Riggert directed the convention to page 77 in the Convention Workbook and shared
the comprehensive ballot for the election of officers for Iowa District West and read the
appropriate Bylaws regarding this election. The nominees for these offices and committees were
as follows:
DISTRICT SECRETARY (elect one): David Beagley, Richard Merrill, Tom Schlund
DISTRICT TREASURER (elect one): Kerry Burmeister, Scott Ernst, John Feldt
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS (elect one):
Stan Ullerich, Ralph von Qualen, Kirk Warnke
CHAIRMAN, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (elect one):
Joshua Keinath, Scott Kozisek, Nathan Peitsch
CHAIRMAN, STEWARDSHIP (elect one):
Jonathan Conner, Dennis Martens, John Rutz
CHAIRMAN, YOUTH SERVICES (elect one):
Eric Hauan, Duncan McLellan, Jonathan Riggert
CHAIRMAN, MISSIONS (elect one):
Chris LaBoube, Bruce Lesemann, Joseph Meyer
CHAIRMAN, HUMAN CARE (elect one):
Seth Kaiser, John Riebhoff, Ryan Roehrig
ORDAINED MINISTER-AT-LARGE (elect one):
Todd Bunge, John Schonkaes, Dan Vogel
COMISSIONED MINISTER-AT-LARGE (elect one):
Amy Schmidt, Marilyn Shults, Merrilee Sump
LAY MEMBER-AT-LARGE (elect three):
Patti Anderson, Kelly Bossard, Timothy Buelow,
Rich Feilmeier, Mark Kramer, Kim Laube,
Jane Morris
DISTRICT NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Ordained Ministers (elect three): Timothy Geitz, Seth Kaiser, David Lyons,
Russell Senstad, Lindsay Watkins,
Michael Wolfram
Commissioned Minister (elect one): Jennifer Fuller, Amy Schmidt
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Laypersons (elect three):

Timothy Buelow, Lee Dreyer, Ruth Gerken,
Wanda Pritzel, Marilyn Schroeder,
Dewey Torkelson

There were no nominations from the floor, and the motion to adopt the slate of candidates
as presented carried by voice vote. Rev. Riggert encouraged delegates to prayerfully and
conscientiously review the biographical information on each candidate. The change for
Chairman of Human Care was noted. Because of the new handbook changes, this position will
now be held by an ordained minister. Also, the number of lay members elected which was
previously two will now be three as mandated by the new Handbook. Elections will take place in
the afternoon session.
Announcements
President Turner asked that all circuits caucus at the afternoon break to determine who
your circuit visitors will be. (Some circuits did not elect circuit visitors previously and some
circuits were impacted by changes made to circuit alignment in the newly adopted District
Handbook.)
The convention offering taken at the opening worship service was $5,720 which will go
to the District Ministry Excellence Fund which helps professional church workers pay for their
educational debt.
Welcome from Concordia University, St. Paul
President Ries welcomed the convention. A PowerPoint presentation and video of
highlights in the ministry of Concordia, St. Paul were shared. Among the highlights were the
Reformation 500 Worship service (with the Minnesota North and South Districts) which had
2,500 in attendance. A bronze reformation bell was given by a donor. Enrollment is at 4,792
students from 24 countries. Concordia, St. Paul offers a church work assurance grant which
provides financial aid for half of tuition. The video highlighted Concordia, St. Paul's 125th
Anniversary. A Founders' Day event will be held on September 13 with previous presidents of
the university attending.
Address from Secretary of the Synod, the Rev. Dr. John Sias
Dr. Sias thanked Iowa District West for fulfilling the request for statistics. The goal of
unanimous reporting was only held by two districts of the Synod. One was Iowa District West
and the other was Iowa District East.
Table Prayer for Lunch
Chaplain David Lyons led the convention in prayer for lunch and also included prayers
for the District Hispanic ministry.
Recess
President Turner announced that the convention was in recess until 1:30 p.m.
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Session 2
Afternoon Session, Monday, June 25, 2018
Call To Order
The convention reconvened by singing of hymn #768 "To God The Holy Spirit Let Us
Pray."
President Turner called the convention back to order.
Ms. Carole White from LCEF gave away another gift card.
Essayist
President Turner introduced the essayist for this convention, the Rev. Dr. Timothy
Saleska, from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, where he teaches Old Testament and exegetical
classes. Dr. Saleska is also the Dean of Student Formation where he interacts personally with
students who are studying to become pastors. He is a graduate of Concordia University, Ann
Arbor and received his PhD from Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. Dr. Saleska's area of
expertise is Hebrew poetry and he has a commentary on the book of Psalms coming out soon
from Concordia Publishing House. He is attending this convention with his wife, Diane.
Dr. Saleska thanked the convention for the invitation, although he considers himself more
of a "Bible Study Leader" than an "Essayist." He shared that he has fond memories of Camp
Okoboji. It was his first experience with Lutheran camps.
Dr. Saleska shared that his two presentations at the convention will be connected. One of
his goals is to help everyone think more deeply about the theme, "Bound Together in Christ's
Love" so that it does not become merely a platitude. Another goal is to help everyone read the
Scriptures for guidance and comfort. We will talk about how we read them and how to bridge the
text into our own lives to see how they are relevant for us. We will approach both the convention
theme text from Colossians and some of the Psalms in this manner.
Looking at Colossians 3:1-17, what is the dynamic between identity and action? Are the
verses identity statements or actions statements? It can be easy for us to make assumptions of
what Paul is saying, but he is speaking in shorthand here. He knows what he wants to say to the
Colossian church. It is important to look at a text like this one in a way that opens up theological
discussion and not shut it down.
Our identities depend on the stories of which we are a part. It is about knowing what to
do based on who we are in relationship to our family (for example). We have to ask ourselves the
question, "what stories do I find myself a part of that define my identity?" If you forget your
story it will affect how you live your life. This is an especially continuous danger for us as
Christians, to forget the past and how it impacts "who am I?"
What story is Paul assuming here with the Colossians? It's the story of God and the
redemption of His Creation. Redemption is a powerful word. It is a word of empowerment. (Dr.
Saleska used the movie, "The Shawshank Redemption" as an example of this. The main
character, Andy, was oppressed in prison, but when he escapes he becomes a new person.)
Creation was taken captive by the power of sin and death. Sin is always in rebellion against God.
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Sin deforms our desires into lust, greed, and envy. Sin always wants to make us God and we do
not always realize the depth of our captivity.
Israel was the nation chosen through whom redemption would come. In Exodus, Israel is
seen as God's first born son. In Isaiah 25, if you want salvation, you have to go through Israel.
This is Israel's story. In Exodus 20, God tells them who they are and how they are to act, but
Israel did not act out who they were. They kept wanting to go after other gods. Despite this, God
kept His promise and kept redeeming them. He often killed off the old to bring about the new
people. They were redeemed through the Red Sea. They were redeemed many times in the book
of Judges with the constant cycle of redemption. They were exiled into Babylon yet Ezekiel 37
describes the "Valley of Dry Bones" and how they were brought into a new life. Those bones are
the house of Israel brought back to life. In the Old Testament, this was the pattern over and over
again. Israel always gets the resurrection. God was determined to transform Israel by killing the
old and bringing out the new. In Jeremiah 29, God says, "I have a plan for you." Past behavior
does not determine their future because of God's forgiveness and His redemption.
How does Jesus fit into this story? Jesus was always the promised one to come. Jesus is
Israel condensed to one! He fulfilled the promise to Israel. At Jesus' transfiguration, God the
Father said, "This is my beloved son." Israel is the unfaithful son. Jesus is the faithful son. God's
Son always gets the resurrection. Jesus is the one who makes everything right again.
What good does this do for us? In Jesus we hear God's Word to us! We are part of His
plan of redemption! Romans 11 tells us that we have been "grafted" into Israel. Galatians 3:2629 tells us that in Christ Jesus you are sons of God and Abraham's seed. In Jesus, we are all sons
of God. Therefore, we are the heirs of the promises of Abraham. Romans 6 reminds us that we
who have been baptized in Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death so that we too might
walk in newness of life. (Noting the present tense reality of being buried and raised in Christ.)
We have been "grafted" into Israel's story. Our baptism was our exodus, a new story for our
lives. The future has already come to us in the present. We live from the END to the
BEGINNING. We live as God's resurrected people in the present. Remember, past behavior does
not determine our future. We forget this in our day to day lives.
Our problem is that we often follow other stories and trust what other gods promise us.
Paul keeps bringing this point to us. How often do we bring grace to others? We lose our identity
to idols who often misshape our desires. This also leads to us withholding love and Christian
witness. Dr. Saleska made a reference to the book, After Virtue which discusses the increasing
number of suicides and how the story of these victims' lives had become unintelligible to them.
There was no longer any movement toward a climax in their lives.
Tomorrow, the presentation will continue with the question, "what do we do when we
forget our story?" The convention thanked Dr. Saleska for this first portion of the presentation.
Election of District Officers
President Turner reminded the convention that the ballot for District Officers was
approved this morning. He then asked Chaplain David Lyons to lead the convention in prayer
before the election.
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After the slate of candidates for the office of District Secretary was announced, results
of the first ballot were as follows:
David Beagley
Richard Merrill
Thomas Schlund

59
92
44

Without a majority vote, Thomas Schlund was removed and a second ballot took place.
The results of the second ballot were as follows:
David Beagley
Richard Merrill

71
129

With 64.5% of the votes cast, the Rev. Richard Merrill was declared the new District
Secretary.
After the slate of candidates for District Treasurer was announced, results of the first
ballot were as follows:
Kerry Burmeister
Scott Ernst
John Feldt

49
123
19

Scott Ernst was declared elected as District Treasurer on the first ballot, having received
64.4% of the votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Board of Directors was announced,
results of the first ballot were as follows:
Stan Ullerich
Ralph von Qualen
Kirk Warnke

101
32
62

Stan Ullerich was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 51.79% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Christian Education Committee was
announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Joshua Keinath
Scott Kozisek
Nathan Peitsch

61
75
61

Because of the tie for the second position in the vote, a second ballot was cast with all of
the names. The results of the second ballot were:
Joshua Keinath
Scott Kozisek
Nathan Peitsch

49
98
50
18

Without a majority vote, the name of Joshua Keinath was removed and a third ballot was
cast. The results of the third ballot were:
Scott Kozisek
Nathan Peitsch

123
71

Scott Kozisek was declared elected on the third ballot, having received 63.4% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Stewardship Committee was
announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Jonathan Conner
Dennis Martens
John Rutz

110
56
31

Jonathan Conner was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 55.84% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Youth Services Committee was
announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Eric Hauan
Duncan McLellan
Jonathan Riggert

28
24
149

Jonathan Riggert was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 74.13% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Missions Committee was announced,
results of the first ballot were as follows:
Chris LaBoube
Bruce Lesemann
Joseph Meyer

49
106
42

Bruce Lesemann was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 53.81% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Chairman of the Human Care Committee was
announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Seth Kaiser
John Riebhoff
Ryan Roehrig

97
53
44
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The name of Ryan Roehrig was removed and a second ballot was cast. The results of that
ballot were:
Seth Kaiser
John Riebhoff

127
69

Seth Kaiser was declared elected on the second ballot, having received 64.8% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Ordained Minister Member-at-Large on the Board of
Directors was announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Todd Bunge
John Schonkaes
Dan Vogel

43
50
105

Dan Vogel was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 53% of the votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Commissioned Minister Member-at-Large on the
Board of Directors was announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Amy Schmidt
Marilyn Shults
Merrilee Sump

75
35
83

The name of Marilyn Shults was removed and a second ballot was cast. The results of
that ballot were:
Amy Schmidt
Merrilee Sump

84
104

Merrilee Sump was declared elected on the second ballot, having received 55.32% of the
votes cast.
After the slate of candidates for Layperson Member-at-Large on the Board of Directors
(three to be elected) was announced, results of the first ballot were as follows:
Patti Anderson
Kelly Bossard
Timothy Buelow
Rich Feilmeier
Mark Kramer
Kim Laube
Jane Morris

85
46
133
62
81
71
82

Timothy Buelow was declared elected on the first ballot, having received 133 votes.
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A second ballot was conducted. The results of that ballot were:
Patti Anderson
Kelly Bossard
Rich Feilmeier
Mark Kramer
Kim Laube
Jane Morris

66
28
69
81
63
79

With no clear majority winner perceived, a third ballot was conducted, with the name of
Kelly Bossard removed. The results of that ballot were:
Patti Anderson
Rich Feilmeier
Mark Kramer
Kim Laube
Jane Morris

65
71
94
64
91

With no clear majority winner perceived, a fourth ballot was conducted, with the name of
Kim Laube removed. The results of that ballot were:
Patti Anderson
Rich Feilmeier
Mark Kramer
Jane Morris

90
82
108
104

Because of their vote totals, both Mark Kramer and Jane Morris were declared elected.
After the slate of candidates for District Nominating Committee—Ordained Ministers
was announced (three to be elected), the results of the first ballot were as follows:
Timothy Geitz
Seth Kaiser
David Lyons
Russell Senstad
Lindsay Watkins
Michael Wolfram

115
64
97
90
89
105

Timothy Geitz and Michael Wolfram were declared elected on the first ballot, and
Timothy Geitz was declared chairman of the District Nominating Committee, since he had
received the highest number of votes. A second ballot was taken (with one to be elected) and the
results of the second ballot were:
Seth Kaiser
David Lyons
Russell Senstad
Lindsay Watkins

25
60
55
56
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The name Seth Kaiser was removed (having received the fewest votes), and a third ballot
was cast. The results of that ballot were:
David Lyons
Russell Senstad
Lindsay Watkins

75
60
63

The name Russell Senstad was removed (having received the fewest votes), and a fourth
ballot was cast. The results of that ballot were:
David Lyons
Lindsay Watkins

106
89

David Lyons was declared the winner on the third ballot to serve with Timothy Geitz and
Michael Wolfram.
After the slate of candidates for District Nominating Committee—Commissioned
Minister was announced (one to be elected), the results of the balloting were as follows:
Jennifer Fuller
Amy Schmidt

79
110

Amy Schmidt was declared elected on the first ballot.
After the slate of candidates for District Nominating Committee—Laypersons was
announced (three to be elected), the results of the balloting were as follows:
Timothy Buelow
Lee Dryer
Ruth Gerken
Wanda Pritzel
Marilyn Schroeder
Dewey Torkelson

104
76
111
103
83
96

Timothy Buelow, Ruth Gerken, and Wanda Pritzel were declared elected on the first
ballot.
This concluded the elections.
President Turner called for a vote concerning the Tuesday evening dinner. The results
were as follows:
Sack Meal
Eating in Dining Hall
Neither option

62
46
77

(33.51%)
(24.86 %)
(41.62%)

Education, Youth, and Family Life Report
President Turner invited Ms. Rhonda Mohr, Assistant to the President for Education,
Youth, and Family Life, to share her report.
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Ms. Mohr expressed joy to serve in her current role. In the past, she has been a school
teacher, a Director of Christian Education, a principal, and a family life minister in both the Iowa
West and Texas Districts. Ms. Mohr recognized the Rev. Richard Salcido and the Rev. Jonathan
Riggert for leading the Education and Youth committees.
As we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love" in Education, the District has 8 Lutheran
day schools with 569 students, and 42 Lutheran early childhood centers with 1,832 students. It
gives Ms. Mohr great joy seeing workers share the love of Jesus with students. There have been
many students who have been baptized as a result of these ministries.
Four early childhood center directors have been recruited for an Early Childhood Cabinet
that will assist Ms. Mohr in visiting centers. She has visited almost each one, but she will
complete these visits soon. She also plans to connect directors together regionally throughout the
District.
Ms. Mohr also works with planning teams for conferences such as the Lutheran Teachers
Conference which is a combined conference with Iowa District East. She also works on the
important task of training boards of education for our District schools.
As we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love" in the area of Youth Ministry, Ms. Mohr
continues to work with the teams who organize the Junior High and Senior High School Youth
Gatherings for the District. She has also been part of round table discussions across the district
and encouraged regional and circuit youth events. Ms. Mohr is also assisting with District
preparations for the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis next summer while also staying
connected with the Synod's Youth Ministry research and resources.
As we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love" in the area of Family Life the focus is on a
variety of ways to strengthen families in our District. These methods include partnering with
Lutheran Family Service for marriage workshops, Vacation Bible School Best Practices
Workshops, and also in encouraging family devotions, Christian education workshops, and
recommending resources.
Recess
President Turner declared the convention to be in recess until 3:55 p.m. At this time all
circuits will caucus for the selection of their circuit visitor. Results should be reported to the
District Convention Office.
Call to Order
The convention reconvened by singing hymn #655, "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your
Word."
President Turner called the convention back to order and reminded the delegates that the
results of the circuit caucuses need to be reported to the District Convention Office.
Welcome from Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska
President Turner invited the Rev. Dr. Brian Friedrich, President of Concordia University,
Seward, Nebraska, to the stage.
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Dr. Friedrich shared that Concordia, Nebraska has been recognized for academic
excellence. Concordia appeared in the U.S. News and World Report rankings of colleges. It was
also given the honor of being a "college of Christian distinction."
Concordia, Nebraska provides a service to the LCMS in equipping church workers.
Twenty percent of LCMS church workers are alumni of Concordia. Thirty percent of the
undergraduate students are pursuing church work. Ninety percent of the faculty are Lutheran and
one-hundred percent are Christian. Ninety-eight percent of students are employed after
graduation.
Concordia will soon celebrate 125 years and continues to give the promise of a Lutheran
education with a focus on wisdom, community, inquiry, and purpose.
Committee 3: Education, Youth, and Family Life
President Turner invited the Rev. Chris Nitzel, Chairman of Committee 3, to the stage for
their report.
Rev. Nitzel presented Resolution #3-03 on pg. 15 of the Convention Resolutions "To
Celebrate and Give Thanks to God for the 125th Anniversary of Concordia University, Seward,
Nebraska." It was noted that the words on the final resolved "at its July 2019 Convention" were
changed by the committee to "Board of Directors."
The resolution was read and Rev. Nitzel moved for its adoption. There was no discussion.
A voice vote of this resolution was taken and it was approved.
Rev. Nitzel presented Resolution #3-01 on pg. 12 of the Convention Resolutions "To
Encourage Fulltime Church Work as a Career." The resolution was read. Rev. Nitzel moved for
its adoption. There was no discussion. The resolution was approved with a 99% supporting vote.
Rev. Nitzel presented Resolution #3-02 on pg. 14 of the Convention Resolutions "To
Encourage All Iowa District West School Boards to Invite the IDW Executive Assistant for
Educational Services each Triennium for Board Training." Rev. Nitzel moved for its adoption.
There was a friendly amendment to change "Executive Assistant" to "Assistant to the
President" per new District Handbook terminology. A vote was taken. The resolution was
approved.
This completed the work of this committee. The members of the committee were
recognized by the convention for their work.
Student Financial Aid Committee and the Ministry Excellence Fund
President Turner invited the Rev. Thomas Schlund, Director of the Student Financial Aid
Committee and the Ministry Excellence Fund, to the stage.
Rev. Schlund extended thanks to the Rev. David Loeschen who had served as director for
many years. Rev. Schlund shared that the convention offering of over $5,700 would be going to
the Ministry Excellence Fund. He thanked the District for their support for both the Student
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Financial Aid Committee and the Ministry Excellence Fund and also in providing help in
recruiting church workers.
The education of church workers is an important task of the Synod but the cost has gone
up. Our District has the opportunity to support these church workers through donors, bequests,
the Ladies of the LWML, and also farm income that comes into the District.
The amount of funds given in recent years is as follows:




2015 - $151,000
2016 - $174,000
2017 - $193,000

The Ministry Excellence Fund supports church workers after graduation and as they are
serving the Church.
Over the next three years, we will be looking for new ways to encourage more people to
enter into church work.
Gift Planning Counselor
President Turner invited Mr. Jim Schroeder, Gift Planning Counselor for Iowa District
West, to give his report.
Mr. Schroeder showed a picture of his family and gave an update on how they are. He
then shared his cell number with the delegates. He pointed out that there was a blue sheet of
paper in the registration packet that delegates could fill out and return, but the chances of that
happening are not great so it would be better to send him a text. He asked for forgiveness
because with 170 congregations in the District, there are many people for him to see.
The LCMS Foundation was established in 1958. Before that time, all donations were
given in cash. This is the only organization in the Synod that offers Christian estate planning
services and endowment fund service. The branch of the Foundation in Iowa District West was
established in 1988. Mr. Schroeder shared that it is his solemn appointment to assist the District
in this way.
Many congregations believe that they are headed into a severe financial storm. In the last
twenty years, many faithful congregation members have been buried with the likelihood of many
more to die in the next twenty years. There is good news though. Congregations have come to
him to establish endowment and legacy funds to produce investment income to offset the
oncoming financial storm. God has already given us the financial resources. Ninety percent of
what we have is not in our checking account.
Mr. Schroeder stated that he can help every congregation by establishing an endowment
and legacy fund and also by helping members make gifts to those funds.
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Greetings from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
Iowa District West was thanked for its support. Pastors go into calls with debt. Concordia
Theological Seminary could only give sixty percent in its financial aid plan. By the grace of God,
the seminary can do what it does. Each year calls go unanswered. Students were afraid of adding
seminary debt on top of their undergraduate debt; however, things are turning around. The
seminary can now give one-hundred percent support in financial aid from endowment through
the LCMS Foundation and from its own endowments in addition to gifts from individuals.
Greetings from Lutheran Laymen's League
Mr. Keith Petersen represented Lutheran Laymen's League. He thanked Iowa District
West for the "petal pusher" volunteers for the float in the Rose Parade on New Year's Day. He
also thanked those who have stopped by the display in the Discover Center.
A video of the ministry of the Lutheran Laymen's League was shared. It highlighted four
key areas of focus including, laypeople, mass media proclamation of the Gospel, global outreach,
and the use of digital media to expand ministry.
Lutheran Family Service
President Turner invited the Rev. Max Phillips, Executive Director of Lutheran Family
Service, to the stage.
A video highlighting the ministry of Lutheran Family Service was shown. Lutheran
Family Service wraps peoples' lives with God's truth and His love. They reach out to people in
times of crisis. They assist pastors and church workers in saving their ministries. They make a
difference as an extension of the Church.
Rev. Phillips shared that Lutheran Family Service provides counselors for individuals,
couples, and pregnant women. They facilitate the adoption of children and even embryos. They
advocate for life in the public square in Iowa. There are currently nine LCMS members who are
in the Iowa Senate and House. Lutheran Family Service is a "life ministry" that fights both
abortion and physician assisted suicide.
Lutheran Family Service is also having a bigger impact in this region of the country
including nine districts of the LCMS. All of this is possible because of support from Iowa
District West. Forty percent of the funds for Lutheran Family Service come from this District.
Rev. Phillips thanked the staff and leadership of Iowa District West for their support.
Lutheran Family Service is "Bound Together in Christ's Love" as we work together with
other organizations such as the LWML, Perry Lutheran Home, and "Free to be Faithful."
Mission Moment - Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Norwalk, Iowa
A video highlighting the outreach ministry of this congregation was shown. They thanked
the District for their support.

26

Concordia Plan Services
Mr. Dave Hendrichs from Concordia Plan Services invited everyone to see their display
in the Discover Center. Concordia Plan Services focuses on the benefits of health, retirement,
disability and more. When you participate in Concordia Plan Services you are "bearing together"
with other congregations and church workers. When we consider Paul's words, "Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts," Concordia Plan Services is there to help create peace by managing
one's benefits. When Paul tells us to let "the Word of Christ dwell in you richly," Concordia Plan
Services wants you to focus on sharing the Word and not worrying about other things. Church
workers entering retirement are often amazed at their retirement benefits and insurance coverage.
We are all in this together.
Committee 2: Human Care
President Turner called the Rev. Dennis Martens, Chairman of Committee 2, to report on
the committee's work.
Rev. Martens presented Resolution #2-04 on pg. 9 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Affirm and Support the Work of Lutheran Family Service." The resolution was read and Rev.
Martens moved for its adoption.
During discussion of this resolution, there was a friendly amendment made on the third
"whereas" changing the words "male/female couples" to "couples consisting of one man and one
woman."
A vote was taken and the amended resolution was approved with 96% of the votes
supporting it.
Rev. Martens then presented Resolution #2-01 on pg. 6 of the Convention Resolutions,
"To Promote Church Worker Wellness." The resolution was read and Rev. Martens moved for its
adoption.
A vote was taken and the resolution was approved with 95% of the votes supporting it.
President Turner excused the committee.
Evening Devotion
President Turner called on the Rev. Roger Carlisle, First Vice-President of Iowa District
West, to lead the evening devotion.
The convention choir sang, "Now Thank We All Our God."
The Scripture reading was from 1 Corinthians 1:2-10.
Rev. Carlisle's meditation was on the phrase, "Brothers and Sisters in Christ." He shared
that these words are more than just a greeting or salutation. These words reflect our relationship
with God and with others (the vertical and the horizontal dimensions). First comes our vertical
relationship with God, and then our horizontal relationships with others. Holiness is practical and
it shapes everything else in our lives. We are called out of the world and into the community of
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the Church where we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love." We are given the means to have
and keep that unity. We, like the Corinthians, may fall short of God's expectations but being part
of this community in the Church, we are "Bound Together in Christ" to live as God's people.
The devotion concluded with the singing of the song, "Brothers And Sisters in Christ."
Announcements
President Turner announced that there are a few copies of the daily summary available in
the back, but they are also available on the District website.
Also in attendance at our District convention is the Rev. Dr. Scott Murray, Second VicePresident of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
President Turner announced that the convention was in recess until 7:00 p.m.

Session 3
Evening Session, Monday, June 25, 2018
Call to Order
The convention reconvened by singing hymn # 645, "Built On The Rock."
Report of the Synod's President
President Turner invited the Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller, First Vice-President of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, to the stage.
President Turner introduced Dr. Mueller as someone who has strong Iowa connections
and thanked him for being with us.
Dr. Mueller wished everyone a "happy birthday" because today on June 25, 488 years
ago the Augsburg Confession was presented and the Lutheran Church was born. The Augsburg
Confession represents the "heart of the Gospel" that is to be shared with broken and hurting
people.
We learn what the Church is in Article VII. It is one holy Church to remain forever. It is
the assembly where the Gospel is preached purely and the sacraments properly administered. It is
one Church, one Assembly, to bring the greatest comfort to the penitent sinner.
Dr. Mueller extended greetings and congratulations on behalf of President Harrison and
everyone they work with. Dr. Mueller was impressed with this convention theme of being
"Bound Together in Christ's Love." He also thanked the delegates for their support of the Synod
through their District. (Fifty percent of congregational offerings are sent directly to the Synod.)
He thanked the District for its mission zeal.
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A video highlighting the mission and ministry emphasis of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod was shown. Special attention was given to the following:







The Word of God applied to culture and the public square;
Mercy being the heart of everything we do as the Church;
The Concordia University System;
LCMS Campus Ministry;
Pastoral Formation at the Seminaries and Routes into the Public Ministry;
Joy:Fully Lutheran - living in the joy of the full and free Gospel.

Dr. Mueller continued by focusing on the theme, "Joy:Fully Lutheran," and 1
Thessalonians 5:16-24, the convention theme and text for the convention of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod next summer.
Joy begins with repentance. In Acts 17, God commands all people to repent. This
command is inclusive meaning all people everywhere. It is also exclusive, pointing out that the
only way of salvation is through Christ alone.
Dr. Mueller raised the question, "What do you have that is uniquely yours to give to
Jesus?" It's your sin, which is what Jesus came to take. In exchange, Jesus gives us His birth, life,
death, and resurrection. The heart of Lutheran theology is to bring comfort to those who are
hurting. We are "Lutheran" for the sake of the Gospel.
Dr. Mueller referenced the "Joy:Fully Lutheran" booklet that was given in the registration
packets. Page 6 points out how our theology brings comfort to hurting people through absolution,
Holy Communion, and pastors who are helpers of "joy." He also shared a story about a
Presbyterian pastor who became a Lutheran pastor because he learned that the Word of God does
what it says.
Page 14 of the booklet points out some of the challenges we face as a church including
being in the Word and reading the Lutheran Confessions with an eye for the Gospel. The issue is
not doctrine or mission because there would be no mission without doctrine.
Dr. Mueller shared five core elements that he would look for in congregations during his
time as a district president:
1. Christ centered preaching that connects with the needs of people;
2. Faithful pastoral care and engaging Bible study;
3. Pastors and lay leaders working as a team;
4. Worship done well within the resources of the congregation in an orthodox manner;
5. A sense of not existing for ourselves but for the sake of others.
Dr. Mueller raised two questions that every congregation should consider. 1. Who are the
hurting and broken people in your community? and 2. What are you doing to connect them with
Christ? (Answers will differ from community to community.)
Dr. Mueller spoke briefly about the recent demographic study the Synod has
commissioned. The study looks at who we are and what is happening in the Church. It also looks
at the community now and the community we will have in the future.
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Dr. Mueller highlighted the new evangelism emphasis, "Everyone His Witness" and how
it can be a good tool for laypeople who are out in the world every day.
Other topics discussed by Dr. Mueller included, the Re:vitality project on revitalizing
congregations. The concept of partner congregations for mission and ministry is a good example
from Iowa District West. The importance of retention of younger Lutherans was raised and how
a recent study on millennials demonstrated the importance of relationships.
Dr. Mueller also spoke about our work with 35 partner churches. The need for teachers is
great. The Lutheran Church of Madagascar had four million Lutherans in a country of twenty
million. The work of most missionaries is that of being a theological teacher and performer of
acts of mercy to lead others to Jesus.
A question and answer session was held following Dr. Mueller's presentation.
A suggestion was given for a "National Senior Saints Gathering" that would be like the
National Youth Gathering.
Dr. Mueller received the question, "Who do you pour yourself into in terms of
discipleship?" He responded by saying that he poured himself into the staff at the Synod Office
and into the District Presidents (which President Turner acknowledged).
The issue of Concordia, Portland having a gay/straight alliance club on campus was
raised. Dr. Mueller presented the situation and response from the Synod in a very pastoral
manner. The answer lies with the Synod working with a new administration to bring the school
into line or separating it from the Concordia University System.
The Rev. Dr. Scott Murray was asked the question, "What brings you the most joy at
district conventions?" Dr. Murray responded by saying, "the incredible harmony that I have
experienced. The people of the districts are peaceful, faithful, and truthful with each other." Dr.
Mueller seconded that idea with the fact that conventions have been positive and there has been
tremendous worship. There are challenges but we are "Bound Together in Christ's Love."
Dr. Mueller concluded by thanking Iowa District West for faithful service and for serving
together with the Synod in joy.
Close of the Day
President Turner invited the Rev. Paul Egger, Second Vice-President of Iowa District
West, to lead the closing devotion of the day.
Rev. Egger shared a recording of the 4th-6th graders of his congregation's Vacation Bible
School singing the song, "Listen, God is calling." Rev. Egger than shared various passages from
the Augsburg Confession including Article III on the Son of God, Article IV on Justification, and
Article V on The Ministry. The focus was on teaching the truth and condemning lies.
The devotion concluded with the convention singing hymn #833, "Listen, God is
Calling."
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President Turner declared the convention to be in recess until tomorrow morning.
Everyone was encouraged to be back on the convention floor for the 8:30 a.m. Memorial
Service on Tuesday morning.
The day concluded with an Ice Cream Social.

Session 4
Morning Session, Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Morning Prayer and Breakfast
Morning Prayer at the Point was held in the Christian Life Center due to all of the rain
that had recently fallen.
This devotion was led by the Rev. Joe Meyer from Gloria Dei, Urbandale. The message
was based on the convention text from Colossians focusing on the words, "Whatever you do."
Rev. Meyer asked what people say their identity is. The usual answers would be career, kids,
married, etc. Rev. Meyer again shared from the same article as he did yesterday on "21
Challenges for the 21st Century Church." Challenge 11 is "Individuals are the sole arbiters of
identity." Rev. Meyer reinforced what Dr. Saleska said in his Bible study that our identity affects
our actions. When St. Paul says, "whatever you do" he means literally "whatever you do."
Romans 6 was brought up here in reference to the fact that we are baptized into Christ and that
we walk in newness of life. Rev. Meyer gave the suggestion that if we got the phrase, "I am a
Christian" tattooed on our foreheads it would impact what we do in life. Just like the way that
wearing a clerical collar impacts the way a pastor may act in public. How do we remember and
live for Christ in "whatever we do?" We accomplish this when we are reminded of our identity in
Christ all of the time, even "ad naseum." When we realize that our identity is that we are
redeemed disciples of Christ, it will have a lasting impact on our actions in life.
Breakfast was served in the Dining Hall at 7:30 a.m.
Memorial Service
President Turner called the convention to order at 8:30 a.m. for the memorial service for
those rostered servants of the Lord who had been called to glory during the past triennium:
+ Byron Bockelman, EM, Des Moines - March 12, 2016
+ The Rev. Arno Melz, EM Urbandale - December 29, 2016
The Rev. Leroy Riemer conducted the service. In his homily, Rev. Riemer shared a story
from his vicarage. There was a woman fighting cancer. Through his relationship with her, Vicar
Riemer led her to Christ and she in turn had her daughters baptized and her son confirmed before
she died. A friend of this woman reached out to Vicar Riemer and called him "Victor" because
she was unfamiliar with the title "vicar." The friend said that the woman was at peace and
wanted Vicar Riemer to share the same thing he did with the woman, and he did. He shared Jesus
with the friend. Jesus is the answer to suffering, pain, and uncertainty. The saints who have gone
before are waiting for us. Jesus is the answer that needs to be spoken to those around us.
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Essayist (Bible Study Leader) - The Rev. Dr. Timothy Saleska
President Turner invited Dr. Saleska back to the stage to continue his presentation.
Dr. Saleska began by focusing on Paul's words to the Colossians "to put off all of these
things…" (referencing acts of the sinful nature). If we have been redeemed and have been given
a new identity in our Savior, why does Paul need to remind us to "put off these things?" The
reason is that the Colossians and the rest of us still struggle with them.
We face a temptation to think that if we are justified we don't have to worry about sin.
Satan deceives us into thinking that sin is no big deal (especially as church workers). Romans
7:17ff says "sin dwells within me" and "evil lies close at hand" and "another law wages war
within me." This language of waging war is how we need to deal with sin.
What does it mean to repent? It is the posture of a Christian and the experience of the
Christian life, but it is not always understood. Repentance comes between my sin and grace as
God's Law and Gospel do their work inside of us. Repentance is humility. It is the recognition
that our sin brings us down. When we are caught "red handed" what goes on in our minds? We
often experience a gut level shame and embarrassment. This is what Adam and Eve experienced
after their fall. Their eyes were opened and they saw that they were naked. We are tempted to
hide from that sin and to blame someone else or to give up in despair. Repentance brings us
down to that level of recognition of our sin. A speaker at Concordia Seminary had said, "Grace
always flows downhill and meets us at the bottom." When we are repentant, we flee for refuge to
God who is our rock and stronghold. He is the one who can redeem and rescue us. Dr. Saleska
again used the scene in "The Shawshank Redemption" where Andy emerged from the sewer pipe
into the water and rain. He stood in a complete experience of joy and freedom. That is our
forgiveness. God washes away our sin.
Dr. Saleska referenced Rosaria Butterfield who said, "Repentance is our daily fruit,
hourly washing, our minute by minute wake up call." It is the only solution to a renewed
Christian conscience understanding that God was right all along. Butterfield is the head of the
English Department at Syracuse University and was a devoted atheist and was in a long term
lesbian relationship, but now she is a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. In her book,
"Confessions of an Unlikely Convert," Butterfield demonstrated that she knows God's grace but
the guilt still rises in her heart. She lives a life of repentance.
Forgiveness is needed over and over again in a Christian's life, a "daily redemption." We
take it for granted in the Church. As we minister to broken people, we need to have the mindset
of repentance and forgiveness. A repentant life throws itself to God's Gospel.
The Psalms help us recapture who we are and how we should act. They cultivate a life of
repentance and the rhythms of a repentant life. Luther was one of the first to notice that the
voices of the psalms are like voices of our own. They are often waiting for God to do what He
said He would do. The Old Testament is all about waiting for God to come in the New
Testament. The New Testament is all about waiting for Christ's return. Quoting another author,
Dr. Saleska said, "This is the secret of the Psalms. Our identity is hidden in them. In them, we
find ourselves and God."
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Bob Ekblad in "Reading the Bible with the Damned" described how he used the Psalms
to minister to people in their deepest need. The Psalms are leading us somewhere. Ekblad says,
"The Psalms guide through liturgy from anguish to confidence."
Dr. Saleska led the convention in an exercise in reading and meditating on Psalm 31. The
important challenges here were to slow down one's reading of the Psalm and to look to see the
voices in the Psalm and how they reflect our own voices in our lives.
Dr. Saleska shared a story about a woman named Lydia who was a fellow lover of the
Psalms. Through an exchange of emails, Lydia shared how her grandmother memorized the
Psalms and recited them in times of need and even great pain as she suffered physically in life.
Lydia was diagnosed with cancer and through many lengthy hospital stays learned to identify
with the voices of the Psalms in her own life.
The convention thanked Dr. Saleska for his insightful presentation.
Announcements
If anyone is not pre-registered to stay overnight tonight they should check with the Camp
Office.
The Convention Minutes Review Committee will meet during the break.
The Rev. Mark Gerken offered his 10:02 prayer for workers for the harvest field at 10:10
a.m.
Recess and Call to Order
President Turner declared the convention in recess until 10:30 a.m.
The convention reconvened by singing hymn #571 "God Loved the World So that He
Gave."
President Turner called the convention back to order.
Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
President Turner invited Dr. Saleska back to the stage for the official greeting from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
Dr. Saleska shared a greeting and a video highlighting the ministry of Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis in the formation of pastors and in their service to the Church and the world.
Encouragement to refer potential students was also shared.
Dr. Saleska shared a story that he sees happening all the time. A boy was adopted into a
Jewish family and converted into Judaism. He read the Bible once, and then again. He left
Judaism and became Lutheran and is now a second year seminary student.
As Dean of Student Formation, Dr. Saleska sees every student as a blessing from the
Lord who might say "be careful with them because it took a lot to get them to the seminary." If
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we bring Jesus to people, the Holy Spirit will work in them and raise up some of them to become
church workers.
Mission Central Report
President Turner welcomed the Rev. Brent Smith to the stage for the Mission Central
Report.
Rev. Smith shared a slideshow highlighting the story and ministry of Mission Central.
There are so many salutary ministries such as Concordia Plan Services, Concordia
University System, Corporate Synod, and the seminaries. All of these ministries have money
behind them which supports them.
Mission Central started in a basement and then moved into a barn and now today, sixteen
years later, Mission Central has a new Creation Theater, receives gifts from 48 states, and has
over 100 volunteers. This year Mission Central is supporting missionaries with $8 million.
Iowa District West is "not normal" as seen with their support of Mission Central. Because of the
work of volunteers, Mission Central has a new website with a page for each missionary.
Rev. Smith shared stories about various mission areas and the missionaries that serve in
areas such as Eurasia, Peru, Puerto Rico, and Germany.
Missions Committee Report
President Turner called on the Rev. Bruce Lesemann, Chairman of the Missions
Committee, and the Rev. Mark Gerken, Assistant to the President for Missions, to share their
Missions Committee Report.
Rev. Lesemann shared that it was an honor to address partners in mission who are
"Bound Together in Christ's Love." He then shared that reality is what you see, yet it depends on
your focus. What you see can be discouraging. The Church is becoming more irrelevant. There
are fewer people in worship. Iowa District West membership is getting smaller with 69% of
congregations worshipping less than 100 people on a Sunday and there are congregations that are
closing.
Another reality is seeing a culture that is looking for hope and is open to honest
conversations about faith. Iowa District West is embedded in almost every community in western
Iowa. We are people "Bound Together in Christ's Love" and the fields are white with harvest.
Which vision would you like to support? The Missions Committee is focused on the
second vision with the statement, "On a mission to support Christ's mission." God's mission has a
Church and not the other way around. We are here to help people believe.
Rev. Gerken continued the report with key points of focus for the Missions Committee
including:
1. Moving from programs to people. (Which is what Jesus did in His ministry.)
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2. Attractional plus incarnational. (The "Field of Dreams" concept of "build it and they
will come" will not work any longer on its own.) We need to go where the people are which is
also what Jesus did. One example is eating together with others. Much of Jesus' ministry
happened around food. What if we invited our neighbors over for a meal? A video was shown of
people living in an apartment building bringing tables and chairs out into the hallway to eat
together. One resource on intentional relationship building is "Joining Jesus On His Mission" by
the Rev. Greg Finke. (A video from St. Paul, Ames was shown which gave testimonials on how
this resource worked for them.)
3. Focus from congregation to kingdom. (Examples of resources in this area include
Pastoral Leadership Institute and the Center for U.S. Missions.)
Where is the window of opportunity in your community? Iowa District West exists to
help each congregation carry out Christ's mission.
Rev. Gerken thanked the District for generous gifts for District and Synod missions. Our
District has partnered with 40 of its congregations through Mission Grants (see
iowamissions.org). Currently there are five District Missionary Partners including The Gate,
Ankeny; St. Paul, Council Bluffs; Christ Our Savior, Norwalk; The Hispanic Ministry in
Siouxland; and The Hispanic Ministry in West Des Moines.
Rev. Gerken shared a picture of a monument to Presbyterian missionaries. What if there
was a monument to our mission efforts? We cannot do this on our own. We must feed on God's
Word and Sacraments and be in prayer. The District currently has over 400 prayer partners who
receive prayer requests on the first and third Wednesdays of the month. Rev. Gerken concluded
the report by leading the convention in prayer.
Committee 1: Missions
President Turner invited the Rev. Todd Jenks, Chairman of Committee 1, to report on the
committee's work.
Rev. Jenks presented Resolution #1-03 on pg. 3 of the Convention Resolutions, "To Make
Outreach a Priority in Each Congregation and Circuit." The resolution was read and Rev. Jenks
moved for its adoption.
A vote was taken and the resolution was approved with 89.62% of the vote.
Rev. Jenks presented Resolution #1-02 on pg. 2 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Develop Ethnic Leadership." The resolution was read and Rev. Jenks moved for its adoption.
There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the resolution was approved with 93% of the
vote.
Rev. Jenks presented Resolution #1-04 on pgs. 4 and 5 of the Convention Resolutions,
"To Foster Understanding of our Synod's Practice of Close Communion." The resolution was
read and Rev. Jenks moved for its adoption.
A lengthy discussion of this resolution took place.
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It was moved and seconded that the original overture be used instead of this resolution as
it is written. The Behnken Rule was enforced here. A vote was taken to approve the substitute
motion. The results of the vote were: YES: 75 (41.57%) NO: 104 (58.43%). The substitute
motion was defeated and the original resolution was back on the floor for discussion.
Discussion continued on this resolution.
An amendment was moved and seconded for the last "resolved" to add the words, "and
implementation" following the words "for study." A vote was taken on the amendment and it
passed with 66% of the vote.
President Turner called for the orders of the day which ended discussion on this
resolution at this time.
Iowa District West - LWML
President Turner welcomed, Mrs. Ann Carrick, President of the Iowa West District –
LWML, to the stage. She welcomed the delegates and encouraged them to use mite boxes. Funds
raised through mite boxes are used for mission grants at the District and National level. She
shared a list of recent National Mission Grants and thanked the District for their support.
Prayer Before Lunch
Chaplain David Lyons was invited to lead the convention in prayer for lunch and for
other prayer requests that were received.
Recess and Lunch
President Turner declared the convention to be in recess until 1:25 p.m.
Lunch was held in the Dining Hall.

Session 5
Afternoon Session, Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Call to Order
The convention reconvened with the singing of hymn #914 "Light of Light, O Sole
Begotten."
President Turner called the convention back to order.
Mr. Roger Curtis, Convention Business Manager, gave away drawing prizes from
Concordia Plan Services, Lutheran Family Service, and American Church Group/Brotherhood
Mutual Insurance Co.
It was announced that Operation Barnabas will have its annual conference on Saturday,
October 6, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. Paul, Carroll.
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Human Care Committee Report
President Turner called on Mrs. Darlene Rueter, Chairwoman of the Human Care
Committee, and the Rev. Mark Gerken, Assistant to the President for Human Care, for the
Human Care Committee Report.
Mrs. Rueter began with the Synod emphasis of "Mercy, Witness, Life Together." We
love because He first loved us. We need to pray to the Lord to open our eyes to see opportunities
to serve. The video "Get Service" was shown. This video demonstrates what can happen when
one sees others through God's eyes.
Rev. Gerken continued by raising the issue that there are so many needs, but where do we
start? We start with prayer. We start with community leaders and as needs surface we see which
of those needs aligns with our resources. Examples of opportunities shared included nursing
homes and families with Alzheimer's. Lutheran Family Service is an important partner in
sanctity of life issues (from the womb to the tomb).
Another important partner is Lutherans For Life. The Rev. Michael Salemink, Executive
Director of Lutherans For Life, was invited to speak. Rev. Salemink shared greetings and offered
thanks to the District for its support and how our District shows compassion and stands up for
life. Lutherans For Life's goal is to equip Lutherans to be Gospel oriented in giving witness to
the sanctity of life, marriage, sexuality, procreation, and other issues. Lutherans For Life offers
resources, a speakers bureau, consultation, and a national conference.
Mrs. Rueter continued by sharing another resource, "Cancer Companions." There is
funding for the first six congregations to undergo online training in August. There is also a
listing of state resources on the District website. Everything we do in the Church is to support the
mission of the Church to seek and save the lost. She also encouraged congregations to use the
resource, "Human Care and the Service of God" on the District website.
Rev. Gerken shared an update on the hospital chaplaincy ministry in Des Moines and
Sioux City. Two retired pastors in each of those areas have agreed to visit members of
congregations in hospitals that are far away from their congregations. Names of these chaplains
were shared on magnets given to delegates. There is no charge for this ministry. It is supported
by the District.
The loss of church professionals is a crisis. The District is seeking to partner with Grace
Place which seeks to keep church workers healthy in every way. Rev. Gerken asked the
convention to keep the District accountable in seeking a Grace Place retreat within Iowa District
West. Rev. Gerken also shared that this would be a good gift to church workers.
Rev. Gerken concluded by saying, "What if Iowa District West committed to showing
care in our communities? What if we brought hope to hopeless situations? It begins with just one
step."
Mission Moment - St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs
A video was shown of one family that was touched by the ministry of St. Paul's Music
Conservatory and by the congregation.
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Committee 2: Human Care
President Turner called on the Rev. Dennis Martens to continue the work of the
committee.
Rev. Martens presented Resolution #2-02 on pg. 7 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Uphold the Sanctity of Life." The resolution was read and Rev. Martens moved for its adoption.
A point of order was called concerning the previous resolution concerning close
communion that was unresolved. President Turner explained that the resolution will return to the
floor when that committee is called to the floor once again.
A vote was taken and the amended resolution was approved with 98% of the vote.
Rev. Martens presented Resolution #2-03 on pg. 8 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Encourage Acts of Mercy." The resolution was read with the following changes made by the
committee: removing the word, "intentional" from the beginning of the fourth line of the first
resolved statement and adding the word, "intentionally" between the words "to partner" on the
second line of the first resolved statement. Rev. Martens moved for the adoption of this
resolution. There was no discussion.
A vote was taken on this amended resolution and it was approved with 96% of the vote.
Rev. Martens presented Resolution #2-05 on pg. 11 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Cease Activity Contrary to Scripture on the Concordia University Portland Campus." There has
been significant changes to this resolution since the convention began. A revised version of this
resolution was displayed on the screens and was read to the convention. Rev. Martens moved for
its adoption.
During discussion, a friendly amendment was made to change the word, "homosexual" in
the first whereas to "same sex sexual" for the use of creation language in line with Scripture.
A vote was taken and this resolution was approved with 97.66 % of the vote.
This concluded the business of this committee. The committee was acknowledged by the
convention and thanked for their service.
IOWAY and LERT Reports
President Turner called on Mrs. Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director, for the IOWAY and
LERT Reports.
Mrs. Menz began by asking what is IOWAY? IOWAY stands for Individual Outreach
With Adults and Youth. It has been part of the District for 17 years. "We are God's hands and
feet" (1 John 3:18). The mission statement of IOWAY is "honor God by serving others." There
are numerous ways to do this. Mrs. Menz gave several examples of IOWAY at work including:
o Omaha homeless project
o Petal Pushers for the Lutheran Hour Ministries float in the Tournament of Roses
Parade
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o
o
o
o
o

Skid Row in Los Angeles
Beacon of Hope in Fort Dodge
"Undie Sunday" (a drive to collect underwear for the homeless)
Witness bracelets
ETCH (Education To Change Haiti)
Sports and Music Camp at Moulton Elementary in Des Moines

Mrs. Menz continued by speaking about LERT. What is it? LERT stands for Lutheran
Early Response Team. She thanked the District for giving over $100,000 to hurricane relief in
Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico.
There will be LERT training at Zion, Atlantic on July 14 and at Immanuel, Terrill in
September.
LERT Trailers are available for congregations to use in parades and for other events.
Mission Moment - The Hispanic Ministry in West Des Moines
A video was shown thanking God for this opportunity for ministry and for Iowa District
West for their support. Plans are in place to expand this ministry to the East side of Des Moines.
The Hispanic Ministry loves to celebrate Jesus and many other things.
Stewardship Committee Report
President Turner called on the Rev. Jonathan Conner, Chairman of the Stewardship
Committee, and the Rev. Mark Gerken, Assistant to the President for Stewardship, for the
Stewardship Committee Report.
A video on stewardship from the Ron Blue Institute was shown.
Rev. Conner began by asking, "Don't we talk about money a lot?" He shared the LCMS
definition of Christian Stewardship. Does money affect mission? marriage and family?
education? human care? The answer to all of these is yes! Stewardship can impact all of these
areas. Less debt can mean more money freely given in support of God's mission. Stewardship
focuses on vocation which is God's conduit of giving daily bread to us.
Rev. Gerken continued by sharing that the District is committed to "workshopping" with
Stewardship Advisors and the LCMS Stewardship Department. They were both in our District
last year and they will be again this year (only the locations will be flipped). In 2019 the target is
partnership with Doxology and Thrivent Financial. The District is also committed to
"resourcing." One important resource is Financial Peace University which can also be useful in
connecting with the community. Finances are a big issue for people. There is also an LCMS
resource on Financial Peace University written by our Rev. Jonathan Conner. There is a webinar
about this resource on the District Website.
Rev. Conner said that another focus is on mobile giving and beyond such as giving online
through a smart phone. Some congregations even have mobile apps. Zion, Manning has one and
it has been well received. The District is also focused on "connecting" especially with the circuit
cabinet representatives that can help incorporate reports into circuit meetings.
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The District is also focused on "compensation guideline-ing." While District Guidelines
will be approved at this convention, the future lies with Concordia Plan Services and their
"Compensation Decision Support Tool" which will be an even better tool.
The LCMS Foundation was formed in 1958 and came to Iowa District West in 1988.
Now once again, thirty years later, mobile giving will become another useful tool to our
congregations.
Rev. Conner encouraged everyone to check out the District Website and to attend a
stewardship workshop.
Committee 4: Stewardship
President Turner called on the Rev. Mark Hansen, Chairman of Committee 4, to report on
the committee's work.
Rev. Hansen presented Resolution #4-01 on pg. 17 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Encourage Congregations to Utilize Financial Peace University to Help Teach Financial
Management." The resolution was read. Rev. Hansen moved for its adoption. There was no
discussion. A vote was taken and the resolution was approved with 88% of the vote.
Rev. Hansen presented Resolution #4-02 on pg. 18 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Approve the District Compensation and Benefit Guidelines for 2019-2021." The resolution was
read. Rev. Hansen moved for its adoption. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the
resolution was approved with 90.48% of the vote.
Rev. Hansen presented Resolution #4-04 on pg. 20 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Request that the Synod Prioritize Clergy for the Congregational Pastoral Ministry." The
resolution was read. Rev. Hansen moved for its adoption. There was no discussion. A vote was
taken and the resolution was approved with 90.85% of the vote.
Rev. Hansen presented Resolution #4-05 on pg. 21 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Encourage Congregations to Expand the Opportunities for Financial Giving." The resolution was
read. Rev. Hansen moved for its adoption. There was no discussion. A vote was taken and the
resolution was approved with 92.31% of the vote.
Rev. Hansen noted that Resolution #4-06 "To Approve the District Work Program for
2019-2021" disappeared with the approval of the new District Handbook.
He also noted that Resolution #4-03 "To Insure Donor Wishes be Honored" is not being
brought forward to the convention because this concern has already been addressed and there are
laws that protect it.
This concluded the business of this committee. The committee was acknowledged and
thanked by the convention for their service.
Committee 5: Handbook Review
President Turner called the Rev. Merle Mahnken to continue the work of the committee.
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Rev. Mahnken presented Resolution #5-02 on pg. 25 of the Convention Resolutions, "To
Further Encourage Official Circuit Visits by Circuit Visitors and Consideration of
Reimbursement to Circuit Visitors for Expenses Incurred for Visitor's Responsibilities." The
committee removed the following words from the third resolved statement, "including mileage
for the Visitor." Rev. Mahnken explained that the Synod Handbook approved mileage paid by
the District for visits. For Iowa District West, this would cost about $8,000 annually and should
be able to be covered by the District budget.
The resolution was read and there was no discussion. A vote was taken and the resolution
was approved by 92.86% of the vote.
This completed the business of this committee. The committee was acknowledged and
thanked by the convention for their service.
A motion was made and seconded to set aside the orders of the day and to shorten the
afternoon break to 15 minutes. A voice vote was taken and it was approved.
Recess and Call to Order
President Turner declared the convention to be in recess until 3:25 p.m.
The convention reconvened with the singing of a hymn. President Turner called the
convention back to order.
Committee 1: Missions
President Turner called on the Rev. Todd Jenks to continue the work of the committee.
Resolution #1-04 (as amended) returned to the convention floor for discussion.
A second amendment to this resolution was moved and seconded. The amendment would
insert a resolved statement prior to the final resolved statement. The inserted resolved statement
reads as follows:
"Resolved, That the Circuit Visitors encourage the pastors and congregations of Iowa
District West to prayerfully review their communion practice and fraternally discuss the same at
their circuit meetings; and be it finally"
Some discussion about this amendment followed.
It was moved to call the question. (A two/thirds votes is needed to end debate on this
resolution.) A vote was taken. The results were: YES: 130 (84.42%) NO: 24 (15.58%). Debate
on this resolution ended.
A vote was taken on this twice amended resolution. It was approved by 85.71% of the
vote.
This concluded the business of this committee. The convention acknowledged the
committee and thanked them for their service.
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Election of Circuit Visitors
President Turner called on the Rev. Robert Riggert, Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, to present the slate of those nominated for Circuit Visitor.
The list of those nominated for Circuit Visitor was displayed on the screens.
Adair Circuit (1) - The Rev. Steve Wichtendahl
Algona Circuit (2) - The Rev. Duane Miesner
Boone Circuit (3) - The Rev. Stephen Ude
Carroll Circuit (4) - The Rev. Brian Licht
Cherokee Circuit (5) - The Rev. Leroy Riemer
Council Bluffs Circuit (6) - The Rev. William Caughey
Denison Circuit (7) - The Rev. Merle Mahnken
Des Moines East Circuit (8) - The Rev. John Schonkaes
Des Moines West Circuit (9) - The Rev. James Stogdill
Fort Dodge Circuit (10) - The Rev. Nicholas Thackery
Le Mars Circuit (11) - The Rev. Timothy Geitz
Mapleton Circuit (12) - The Rev. Richard Salcido
Spencer Circuit (13) - The Rev. David Simonson
Sac City Circuit (14) - The Rev. Don Pobanz
Sioux City Circuit (15) - The Rev. Ralph Shorey
Southwest Circuit (16) - The Rev. John Rutz
Storm Lake Circuit (17) - The Rev. Bradley Ketcham
The slate of candidates was ratified by the Convention, and this ratification constitutes
election. This concluded the work of the Nominating Committee. The committee was
acknowledged by the convention and thanked for their service.
Committee 7: Registration and Credentials
President Turner called on the Rev. Nicholas Thackery for the final report from the
committee. The final report is as follows:
Voting Pastoral delegates
Voting Lay Delegates
Total Voting Delegates
Advisory Pastors
Commissioned Ministers
Emeritus Pastors
Exhibitors
Visitors/Guests
Total Registered

108
106
214
9
7
10
34
30
302

Recognition and Thanks
President Turner asked the following individuals to be recognized and thanked them for
their service to the convention:
Mr. Roger Curtis, Convention Business Manager
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Mrs. Sue Light, Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Jill Davis, Administrative Assistant
Mr. Jason Fuller, Director of Technology and Communications
The Rev. Mark Gerken, Convention Manager
Ms. Rhonda Mohr, Assistant to the President for the Convention
Mr. Kirk Warnke, Executive Director, Camp Okoboji, and staff
The Rev. David Daumer, Public Relations and Communications
Dr. C. Gordon Christensen, Convention Organist
The Rev. Timothy Frank, Convention Choir Director
The Rev. Joe Meyer, Morning Devotions
The Rev. John Schonkaes, District Secretary
The Rev. Joshua Lowe, Assistant Secretary
The Rev. Dr. John Sias, Parliamentarian
The Rev. David Lyons, Convention Chaplain
The Rev. Dr. Keith Schweitzer, Convention Photographer

The outgoing members of the Board of Directors were recognized and thanked for their
service to the District:
Mrs. Darlene Rueter, Human Care Ministries Committee Chairman
The Rev. Richard Salcido, Education Committee Chairman
Ms. Marilyn Schroeder, Lay Member-at-Large
The Rev. John Schonkaes, District Secretary
The Rev. David Loeschen, Director of the Student Financial Aid Committee
and Ministry Excellence Fund
Special thanks were offered from President Turner to Mr. Doug Kading. A certificate was
given to Mr. Kading for his years of service to Camp Okoboji and to Iowa District West.
Installation of Officers
President Turner called on the Rev. Dr. Scott Murray, Second Vice-President of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, to conduct the installation of the Rev. Dr. Steven Turner as
President of Iowa District West.
President Turner then installed the Rev. Roger Carlisle as First Vice-President of Iowa
District West and the Rev. Paul Egger as Second Vice-President of Iowa District West.
President Turner also installed the Circuit Visitors into their respective offices. All
received blessings and handshakes from President Turner.
Finally, President Turner conducted the installation service for the members of the Board
of Directors who were present at the convention.
Closing of the Convention
President Turner thanked everyone for this convention, for being forgiven, and being
kind to one another.
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President Turner urged everyone to take home in their minds the picture of the
convention logo. Your identity comes from God Himself who calls you to be a child of God. We
are brothers and sisters in Christ. We are all joined together with the knot being around the cross
of Christ. Congregations are not in competition with one another but partners in serving Christ.
We are stronger together than we are apart.
President Turner led the convention in a prayer of thanksgiving for this convention and
for safe travel home.
President Turner then closed the convention "in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit."
The convention sang as a closing hymn # 922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing.”
Respectfully submitted,
The Rev. John Schonkaes
District Secretary
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RESOLUTION #1-01: To Receive The Gate Lutheran Church as a Member Congregation of
Iowa District West
(Executive Assistant for Missions, Human Care and Stewardship, Convention Workbook p. 4546)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny, Iowa, has submitted a Constitution and
Articles of Incorporation that have been approved by the Commission on Constitutions of Iowa
District West; and
WHEREAS, Those individuals affiliated with The Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny, Iowa,
have adopted said Constitution and Articles of Incorporation and submitted them to the Board of
Directors of Iowa District West as an application for membership; and
WHEREAS, The Board of Directors of Iowa District West, meeting on November 9,
2017, accepted the submitted application; therefore be it
Resolved, That The Gate Lutheran Church, Ankeny, Iowa, be received as a member
congregation of Iowa District West of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; and be it further
Resolved, That thanks be given to God for the blessing of another partner congregation
for the extension of the Gospel within our communities, throughout the District and into all the
world; and be it finally
Resolved, That such thanksgiving and approval of this resolution be expressed by the
convention delegates rising and singing the common doxology.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 1 Missions
Action: Adopted (1)
(Res. 1-01 [Convention Resolutions p. 1] was adopted without discussion. The approval of this
resolution was done through the singing of the Doxology.)
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RESOLUTION #1-02: To Develop Ethnic Leadership
OVERTURE #1-02 (Convention Overtures, p. 4)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, God’s mission in sending His Son is for all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4 ESV); and
WHEREAS, We are given a glimpse in Revelation into the vision of God’s mission being
fulfilled where we read of a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb
(Revelation 7:9 ESV); and
WHEREAS, There has been a dramatic increase in recent years in the number of
individuals from other nations, tribes, peoples and languages that have been moving into Iowa
District West; and
WHEREAS, Our congregations desire to carry out God’s mission and reach out to these
individuals but those efforts may be hindered by cultural and language barriers; and
WHEREAS, There is a shortage of capable and gifted ethnic leaders, both
ordained/commissioned and lay; and
WHEREAS, Many of the programs for ethnic leadership development that are in place
pose financial, language and geographic barriers; therefore be it
Resolved, That the people of Iowa District West (IDW) gathered in convention thank God
for the opportunity presented by the influx of ethnic individuals and seek to welcome them in
Christian love, remembering that many of our ancestors came to this country as immigrants; and
be it further
Resolved, That the people of IDW seek to identify and support those ethnic individuals
who would appear to be candidates for positions of leadership, both ordained/commissioned and
lay; and be it further
Resolved, That IDW engage in discussions with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
other Districts and appropriate organizations for the purpose of addressing the need to develop
ethnic leaders; and be it further
Resolved, That IDW seek to identify and/or develop resources that can be used among the
ethnic population for the making of disciples who are able to disciple others; and be it finally
Resolved, That IDW continue to offer financial support for the development of ethnic
leaders.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 1 Missions
Action: Adopted (4)
(Res. 1-02 [Convention Resolutions p. 2] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 168; No: 12].)
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RESOLUTION #1-03: To Make Outreach a Priority in Each Congregation and Circuit
OVERTURE #1-01 (Convention Overtures, p. 3)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Our Lord Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10 ESV), God’s
desire is that all be saved (1 Timothy 2:4 ESV), and this is only possible by God’s grace through
faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8 ESV); and
WHEREAS, Our Lord has directed His Church to make disciples of all nations (Matthew
28:19 ESV) and to be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth (Acts 1:8 ESV); and
WHEREAS, Each of the congregations of Iowa District West is surrounded by
individuals who do not yet believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior; and
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has made its number one mission
priority to plant, sustain and revitalize Lutheran churches (2013 Convention Report, Chief
Mission Officer of the LCMS, p. 14, Convention Workbook); and
WHEREAS, Congregations are organized into circuits for the sake of greater
congregational participation in God’s mission (Handbook, 2016, The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, p. 188); and
WHEREAS, Iowa District West exists to support Christ’s mission (Iowa District West
mission statement); and
WHEREAS, God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the [His] power at work within us (Ephesians 3:20 ESV); therefore be it
Resolved, That each circuit within Iowa District West be encouraged to include in its
regular circuit meetings an agenda item that intentionally and prayerfully addresses outreach to
the lost; and be it further
Resolved, That each circuit within Iowa District West encourage its congregations to
develop a plan for outreach to the lost; and be it further
Resolved, That the congregations of Iowa District West be encouraged to identify
outreach opportunities within their geographic areas that could be addressed by partnering
together with neighboring congregations; and be it further
Resolved, That each congregation within Iowa District West implement at least one new
outreach endeavor before the 2021 Iowa District West convention; and be it finally
Resolved, That each circuit be encouraged to report to the Assistant to the President for
Missions the outreach opportunities implemented and the results. These results will be shared at
the next District Convention.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 1 Missions
Action: Adopted (4)
(Res. 1-03 [Convention Resolutions pg. 3] was adopted with no discussion [Yes: 164; No: 19].)
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RESOLUTION #1-04: To Foster Understanding of our Synod’s Practice of Close Communion
OVERTURE #1-03 (Convention Overtures, p. 5-6)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) practices close
Communion, which its Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) defines as
follows in its 1983 document, Theology and Practice of the Lord's Supper:
In keeping with the principle that the celebration and reception of the Lord's
Supper is a confession of the unity of faith, while at the same time recognizing
that there will be instances when sensitive pastoral care needs to be exercised,
the Synod has established an official practice requiring "that pastors and
congregations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, except in situations of
emergency and in special cases of pastoral care, commune individuals of only
those synods which are now in fellowship with us." By following this practice
whereby only those individuals who are members of the Synod or of a church
body with which the Synod is in altar and pulpit fellowship are ordinarily
communed, pastors and congregations preserve the integrity of their witness to
the Gospel of Christ as it is revealed in the Scriptures and confessed in the
Lutheran confessional writings (p. 22); and,
WHEREAS, The CTCR stresses in the same document the care that must be taken in the
practice of close Communion:
As congregations practice close Communion, much care should be taken and
energy expended in articulating the rationale of this practice. An evangelical and
winsome effort should be made to present the Biblical claims, so that the
church's posture does not appear to be a mere institutional accruement.
Procedures for admitting guests to the Lord's Table should be such that the
appearance of unknown communicants at the altar is minimized as much as
possible (pp. 22-23); and,
WHEREAS, The same CTCR document reminds us of the important link between the
practice of close Communion and faithful exercise of the Office of the Keys:
Further, the Office of the Keys is less than faithfully exercised when admission to
the sacrament is granted to all who come to the altar regardless of their faith and
congregational and/or denominational affiliation. The practice of "open"
Communion renders it difficult, if not impossible, for church discipline to be
exercised in a way that honors the ministrations being carried out by those to
whom the responsibility of spiritual care for a member of God's flock has been
entrusted (Heb. 13:17; cf. John 20:22-23; Acts 20:27-28; 1 Cor. 4:1 -2) (p. 23);
and,
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WHEREAS, The LCMS at its 2013 convention passed resolution 4-10 which states:
“the district president (or his representative) be encouraged to address the
congregation’s administration of the Lord’s Supper in his visits” and,
“that those practices which are not in harmony with the Scriptures and Lutheran
Confessions be addressed fraternally and evangelically….”; and
WHEREAS, The CTCR adopted in December of 2014 and distributed Synodwide in
2015 Guidelines for Congregational, District, and Synodical Communion Statements, intended
to guide the drafting of Communion Statements for the faithful exercise of close Communion;
therefore, be it
Resolved, That Circuit Visitors encourage the pastors and congregations of Iowa District
West to prayerfully review their communion practice and fraternally discuss the same at their
circuit meetings; and be it finally
Resolved, That the 2014 Guidelines for Communion Statements, the 1999 Admission to
the Lord’s Supper and the 1983 Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper, all published by the
CTCR, be commended for study and implementation within the congregations of Iowa District
West.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 1 Missions

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 1-04 [Convention Resolutions pp. 4-5] received much discussion. It was moved and
seconded that the original overture be used in place of this resolution. A vote was taken to
approve the substitute motion. The results of the vote were: [Yes: 74; No: 104]. The substitute
motion was defeated and the original resolution was back on the floor for discussion. An
amendment was moved and seconded for the last "resolved" to add the words, "and
implementation" following the words "for study." A vote was taken on the amendment to Res. 104 [Yes: 117; No: 59]. A second amendment to this resolution was moved and seconded. The
amendment would insert a resolved statement prior to the final resolved statement. The inserted
resolved statement reads as follows:
"Resolved, That the Circuit Visitors encourage the pastors and congregations of Iowa
District West to prayerfully review their communion practice and fraternally discuss the same at
their circuit meetings; and be it finally"
Some discussion about this amendment followed. The second amendment to this resolution was
approved [Yes: 126; No: 29]. It was moved to call the question. A vote was taken [Yes: 130; No:
24]. Debate on this resolution ended. The twice amended resolution was adopted [Yes 132; No:
22].)
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RESOLUTION #2-01: To Promote Church Worker Wellness
OVERTURE #2-01 (Convention Overtures, p. 7)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, All church workers face significant stresses (physical, psychological,
emotional, and spiritual) as a result of their service; and
WHEREAS, Personal wellness directly impacts the abilities of these workers to fulfill
their vocations; and
WHEREAS, Personal wellness can be influenced by such things as household finances,
educational opportunities, interaction with and the support of peers, adequate time off work and
the encouragement and support of congregational members; and
WHEREAS, The Iowa District West Compensation Recommendations outline
appropriate compensation for church workers, including health care insurance coverage for
workers and their families; therefore be it
Resolved, That congregations in Iowa District West be encouraged to promote and
contribute to the comprehensive wellness of their church workers by ensuring that their church
workers are allowed adequate time off to properly serve their vocations toward their families as
outlined in the District Compensation Recommendations; and be it further
Resolved, That they be encouraged to follow all the guidelines for compensation and
benefits as stated in the District Compensation Recommendations; and be it further
Resolved, That they be encouraged to provide the financial cost of continuing education,
professional church workers’ conferences, sabbaticals and other opportunities for professional
enrichment and personal growth (e.g. Camp Okoboji, Grace Place Retreat, Doxology, Concordia
Plan Services Resources, Lutheran Family Service) while recognizing that these opportunities
are working events and not vacation time; and be it finally
Resolved, That the President, Circuit Visitors, and Executives of Iowa District West
faithfully encourage congregations to promote the comprehensive wellness of all their workers
and families by inquiring about congregational support for these measures and fraternally
addressing areas where such support is found to be lacking.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 2 Human Care
Action: Adopted (2)
(Res. 2-01 [Convention Resolutions p. 6] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 179; No: 10].)
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RESOLUTION #2-02: To Uphold the Sanctity of Life
OVERTURE #2-02 (Convention Overtures, p. 8)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Holy Scripture clearly teaches that God is the Creator of the unborn at
conception (Job 10:8-12; Job 33:4; Psalm 139:13-16; Isaiah 49:1,5; Jeremiah 1:5) and that life
and death belong to God (Genesis 9:6; Exodus 20:13); and
WHEREAS, The sanctity of human life in our culture is imperiled with a secular mindset
leading to legalized abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, cloning, embryonic stem cell research,
and many other practices that are contrary to God’s Word; and
WHEREAS, The mission of the churches of Iowa District West (IDW), and of our
beloved Synod, is to proclaim the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world that is dying in sin
and likewise to show mercy and compassion to those in need; therefore be it
Resolved, That the delegates of the 2018 IDW Convention give encouragement to the
pastors and congregations, within and beyond our district, to show leadership in the area of Life
Ministry, and to support all life affirming individuals and ministries who uphold the biblical
teachings on the sanctity of human life; and be it finally
Resolved, That we extend our appreciation to Lutherans For Life, Lutheran Family
Service and all Iowa District West pastors and congregations who humbly and boldly speak,
teach, and preach God’s Word which gives the Lord’s love and forgiveness to all His people.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 2 Human Care

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 2-02 [Convention Resolutions p. 7] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 168; No: 4].)
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RESOLUTION #2-03: To Encourage Acts of Mercy
OVERTURE #2-03 (Convention Overtures, p. 9)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Our Lord demonstrated His unconditional love in coming to earth as a
humble servant and giving His life as a ransom for all (Mark 10:45); and
WHEREAS, God’s love in us is to be demonstrated in love toward others, both in word
and deed (John 13:1-17, 15:12; 1 John 3:18); and
WHEREAS, Acts of Christian service afford opportunities to share the Word of God, by
which God is able to give saving faith; and
WHEREAS, United acts of Christian service conducted by a local congregation, school,
or other ministry pave the way for a congregation, ministry, or school to impact their community
for Christ; and
WHEREAS, Acts of Christian service provide opportunity for Christians to practice
Christ’s unconditional love and share their faith in practical ways and have been shown to enrich
the lives and faith of those who serve; and
WHEREAS, There are many institutions, agencies and other ministries in local
communities that are actively engaged in attempting to address many human care needs; and
WHEREAS, One of the components of the current emphasis in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod is “Mercy” (“Mercy, Witness, Life Together”) through which we bear witness to
Christ and the love Christians have for their neighbor because of His mercy shown us on the
cross; therefore be it
Resolved, That the congregations, schools, and other ministries of Iowa District West be
encouraged through prayer and conversations to intentionally partner where beneficial with other
congregations, schools, and other ministries of Iowa District West and where appropriate and
beneficial with existing institutions, agencies and other ministries in their local communities that
are already addressing the area to which Iowa District West ministries are being led to serve; and
be it further
Resolved, That the congregations, schools, and other ministries of Iowa District West be
encouraged to incorporate at least one intentional act of Christian mercy and, if appropriate, an
ongoing response to the discovered opportunity into their annual ministry plans with the goal of
serving especially the citizens and institutions of their local community; and be it further
Resolved, That the Human Care Committee of Iowa District West maintain on the
District website a listing of appropriate resources to support such efforts; and be it finally
Resolved, That the congregations, schools, and other ministries of Iowa District West be
encouraged to share through the District Human Care Committee stories of their efforts that it
may encourage others to share the love of Christ in similar ways.
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Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 2 Human Care

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 2-03 [Convention Resolutions p. 8] was read with the following changes made by the
committee: removing the word, "intentional" from the beginning of the fourth line of the first
resolved statement and adding the word, "intentionally" between the words "to partner" on the
second line of the first resolved statement. Resolution 2-03 was adopted without discussion [Yes:
162; No: 6].)
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RESOLUTION #2-04: To Affirm and Support the Work of Lutheran Family Service
OVERTURE #2-04 (Convention Overtures, p. 10-11)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Evidence abounds of needs among children, teens, adults, marriages, and
families beset by burdens they are no longer able to carry alone, of the consequences of sin, and
the struggle to live in this increasingly anti-Christian culture which promotes a humanistic and
secular rather than a scriptural basis for life, morality and decision making; and
WHEREAS, God calls us to look not just to our own needs but to the needs of others
(Philippians 2:4), to bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2), to bear the “fruit of light”
through acts of mercy (Ephesians 5:9); to be “salt” and “light” in this dark world (Matthew 5:1314), and to stand for His truth and against the devil’s schemes (Ephesians 6:10); and
WHEREAS, Lutheran Family Service (LFS) continues to build on its 117-year history of
providing scripturally consistent counseling and care to pregnant women and their families at no
cost, supporting only life-affirming options of parenting or adoption, and placement of children
with Christian married couples consisting of one man and one woman; and
WHEREAS, LFS continues to build on its 58-year history of providing scripturally
consistent professional mental health, marriage and family counseling utilizing a sliding scale so
all may receive service regardless of their ability to pay, as well as providing support for
professional church workers and their families, including professional consultation at no cost for
pastors dealing with challenging or complicated pastoral care cases; and
WHEREAS, LFS is expanding its efforts by training Iowa District West pastors and
congregations to combat the destructive influence of our culture, providing outreach to and
through our congregations focused on promoting God-pleasing decision making and life-style
choices for young people; strengthening marriages and families, and supporting those who care
for a dependent loved one; and
WHEREAS, In addition to these well-established and ongoing services, LFS has recently
taken on an active role in advocating and teaching others to advocate for laws that support and
value life at all ages and stages, providing a voice in the public square for the church, and for
those without a voice who are vulnerable most at the very beginning and end of life; and
WHEREAS, LFS provides these services as an extension of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations in Iowa District West, through local Iowa support and
without the use of state or federal government funding so as not to limit their intentionally
Christ-centered message, ministry, and witness; and
WHEREAS, Each LCMS congregation in Iowa shares equal and joint ownership of LFS,
a Recognized Service Organization (RSO) of the LCMS for pregnancy support, adoption
services, marriage counseling, and mental health counseling; therefore be it
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Resolved, That the pastors and members of our congregations be encouraged to partner
with, support, and use the services provided by LFS and encourage others outside of our church
family to do the same; and be it finally
Resolved, That each congregation be encouraged to provide consistent annual financial
support (in an amount equal to 3% of its yearly budget) directly to LFS so that they can continue
and expand their services in response to the increasing needs of individuals, couples, children
and families throughout the state.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 2 Human Care

Action: Adopted (2)
(Res. 2-04 [Convention Resolutions pp. 9-10] was adopted with a friendly amendment to the
third "whereas" changing the words "male/female couples" to "couples consisting of one man
and one woman" [Yes: 183; No: 7].)
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RESOLUTION #2-05A: To Cease Activity Contrary to Scripture on the Concordia University
Portland Campus
OVERTURE #2-05 (Convention Overtures p. 12)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Scripture is clear in its condemnation of same sex sexual behavior (Rom.
1:24-27, 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 1 Tim. 1:9-10; et al.), even calling it an “abomination” (Lev. 18:22); and
WHEREAS, Concordia University Portland (hereafter CUP), has chartered the oncampus Queer Straight Alliance club; and
WHEREAS, One of the Queer Straight Alliance club’s stated goals is to “raise awareness
and change perception of Christian folks”; and
WHEREAS, Through efforts of President Harrison, the Synod’s presidium, Dr. Dean
Wenthe, and others, CUP has since revoked this charter; and
WHEREAS, Various sources continue to pressure and potentially raise legal and
financial difficulties for CUP and other CUS institutions; therefore be it
Resolved, That IDW in convention supports and thanks President Harrison, the Synod’s
presidium, Dr. Dean Wenthe, and others for their faithful service to Christ’s Church in upholding
His unique act of creating them male and female; and be it finally
Resolved, That our CUS institutions, where appropriate, be encouraged to apply for a
Title IX exemption.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 2 Human Care
Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 2-05 [Convention Resolutions p. 11] was discussed and a friendly amendment was made to
change the word, "homosexual" in the first whereas to "same sex sexual" for the use of creation
language in line with Scripture. The resolution was adopted [Yes: 167; No: 4].)
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RESOLUTION #3-01: To Encourage Fulltime Church Work as a Career
OVERTURE #3-01 (Convention Overtures, p. 13)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has a shortage of pastors. For some
years now, the Council of Presidents has not been able to fill calls for new pastors from the
seminaries because there have not been enough graduates from Master of Divinity programs to
meet the needs (source: Concordia Journal, Summer 2017); and
WHEREAS, The consequences of this shortage are serious to the life of the Synod in
many ways, especially because the shortage of pastors jeopardizes faithful pastoral care to people
and thereby diminishes vitality and growth in congregations without a pastor (source: Concordia
Journal, Summer 2017); and
WHEREAS, The continuing drop in the number of students pursuing church-work
vocations at the Concordia Universities was identified as “a front-burner concern” with fall 2017
enrollment of church-work students among those studying to become pastors, teachers, directors
of Christian education, lay ministers, and directors of family life ministry all down (source:
LCMS Reporter Online, January 4, 2017); and
WHEREAS, Students pursuing church work vocations in the Concordia Universities
decreased by 313 students from 2013 to 2018 (from 1,654 to 1,341) (source: Concordia
University System Enrollment Report); and
WHEREAS, Our District is blessed with a substantial scholarship resource to financially
assist students both during and after their formal studies to become fulltime church workers;
therefore be it
Resolved, To encourage congregations to intentionally identify God’s people, of all ages,
who appear to be candidates for fulltime church work and encourage them to pursue fulltime
church work as a career; and be it further
Resolved, To encourage all individuals interested in pursuing fulltime church work to
attend the Joy In Ministry Banquet; and be it further
Resolved, That the Assistant to the President with responsibility for education keep
recruitment at the forefront in conversations with congregations by creating and distributing a
Church Career Update at least once per year that would highlight the pathway to fulltime church
work; and be it further
Resolved, That the Financial Aid Committee of Iowa District West keep congregations
informed of the resources available to students pursuing fulltime church work and the ways in
which congregations can support students; and be it further
Resolved, That the District and congregations be financially supportive of continuing
education for existing fulltime church workers; and be it finally

57

Resolved, That all members of congregations of Iowa District West be encouraged to
pray that the Lord would call and equip fulltime workers for His church. As Jesus said to His
disciples in Matthew 9:37b-38, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 3 Education, Youth, and Family
Life
Action: Adopted (2)
Res. 3-01 [Convention Resolutions pp. 12-13] was adopted with no discussion [Yes: 185; No:
2].)
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RESOLUTION #3-02: To Encourage All Iowa District West School Boards to Invite the IDW
Assistant to the President for Educational Services each Triennium for
Board Training
OVERTURE #3-02 (Convention Overtures, p. 14)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Iowa District West (IDW) has called an Assistant to the President (AP) for
Educational Services; and
WHEREAS, The AP position description states the AP "will provide leadership to and
assist congregations and schools in the areas of education..."; and
WHEREAS, The AP position description lists among authority and responsibility duties:
1. Provide leadership for educational services within Iowa District West;
2. Serve as coordinator of Lutheran elementary schools and facilitate relationships with
federal, state and local education agencies;
3. Provide consulting services by visiting and networking congregations, schools and
circuits for guidance and direction in Christian nurture and youth ministries;
4. Serve as a resource person and consultant with congregational Christian education
agencies of the District, including day schools, preschools and home schoolers; and
5. Serve as a resource for accreditation needs, state guidelines and Iowa School Tuition
Board; and
WHEREAS, Composition of school boards change; and
WHEREAS, State and federal regulations are constantly evolving, and new societal
issues constantly present themselves; therefore, be it
Resolved, That IDW congregations in convention encourage all IDW school boards to
schedule the IDW Assistant to the President for Educational Services to visit each triennium in
order to lead each school board in appropriate training.

Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 3 Education, Youth, and Family Life

Action: Adopted (2)
(Res. 3-02 [Convention Resolutions p. 14] was adopted with a friendly amendment changing
"Executive Assistant" to "Assistant to the President." [Yes: 179; No: 8].)
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RESOLUTION #3-03: To Celebrate and Give Thanks to God for the 125th Anniversary of
Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska
OVERTURE #3-03 (Convention Overtures, p. 15-16)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, Since its founding on November 18, 1894, the Lord of the Church has
blessed Concordia University, Nebraska by empowering it to serve The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod as an educational institution equipping students to learn, serve and lead in
the Church and world; and
WHEREAS, The Lord of the Church led the founders of the University to provide the
funds and land to locate the institution in Seward, Nebraska so that the institution would be a
blessing to the local community, the Nebraska and surrounding Districts and the entire LCMS;
and
WHEREAS, The Lord of the Church has blessed Concordia University, Nebraska to be
the leading preparer of fulltime workers in the ministries of the LCMS, as today it places more
graduates into the commissioned teaching and Director of Christian Education ministries of the
church than any other institution of the Concordia University System; and
WHEREAS, The Lord of the Church has blessed Concordia University, Nebraska to
equip men for the pastoral ministry through its pre-seminary and other academic programs so
that, historically, each year between 40 and 50 are involved in academic and spiritual
preparation to study at an LCMS seminary with the result that seven (7) percent of those
serving as pastors in the LCMS today are alumni of Concordia University, Nebraska; and
WHEREAS, The God of all creation has blessed Concordia University, Nebraska with
opportunities to equip students with a Lutheran Christian higher education for vocations of
service in business, laboratories, hospitals, industry, courtrooms, government, the military,
their home and the communities where they reside; and
WHEREAS, The God of all wisdom and knowledge has blessed Concordia University,
Nebraska by enabling it to serve the Church and world through 110 undergraduate and
graduate academic programs at its campuses in Seward and Lincoln, through its high school
partners and online; and
WHEREAS, The God of service has blessed the Church and world through the more
than 23,000 alumni, sainted and living, of Concordia University, Nebraska who have walked
by faith and not by sight and the hundreds of gifted and faithful faculty and staff who served
these men and women during their educational studies; and
WHEREAS, The God of abundance has blessed Concordia University, Nebraska
through the tens of thousands of donors who have faithfully supported the University with
their prayers, generous gifts and referral of students; and
WHEREAS, The God of grace and mercy continues to bless Concordia
University with record numbers of undergraduate and graduate students-2,757 in 201617; therefore be it
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Resolved, That the 2018 Convention of the Iowa District West of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod offer thanksgiving and praise to almighty God for His continued
blessings on Concordia University, Nebraska and to commend its students, faculty, staff and
administration to His continued providential care; and be it finally
Resolved, That the Iowa District West memorialize the LCMS Board of Directors to
declare November 17, 2019, as a Synodwide “Concordia University, Nebraska Sunday,”
encouraging and facilitating prayers, thanksgiving, offerings, gifts and student referrals to be
given in celebration of the Lord's abundant blessings to the Church through one of its treasured
universities.

Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 3 Education, Youth, and Family Life

Action: Adopted (2)
(Res. 3-03 [Convention Proceeding pp. 15-16] was adopted with no discussion through a voice
vote.)
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RESOLUTION #4-01: To Encourage Congregations to Utilize Financial Peace University to
Help Teach Financial Management
OVERTURE #4-01 (Convention Overtures, p. 17)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, God is the owner of everything (Psalm 24:1-2; Psalm 89:11) and bestows
financial blessings upon us that we might be good stewards in managing them according to His
desire; and
WHEREAS, These financial blessings also have the potential for great temptation,
idolatry and even leading people from saving faith (Matthew 6:24; 1 Timothy 6:9-10); and
WHEREAS, Improper financial management is a source of much strife, dissension and
heartache within homes; and
WHEREAS, There is much evidence of financial mismanagement within American
households (eg. Bankrate survey shows 57% of Americans would have to borrow money to meet
an unexpected expense of $500, Bloomberg reports that the average household in America
carries over $16,000 of credit card debt and nearly $50,000 in student debt, etc.); and
WHEREAS, Financial management helps to avoid excessive debt which hinders all
God’s people from giving sacrificially and experiencing the joy of giving; and from generously
supporting the Gospel proclamation of the Office of the Ministry; and
WHEREAS, Financial Peace University (FPU) by Dave Ramsey approaches money
management from a Christian perspective and has been proven to help many practice better and
God-pleasing money management; and
WHEREAS, Rev. Jonathan Conner, Zion, Manning has written at the request of the
Synod a helpful “Preview and Review of Financial Peace University” that faithfully, but kindly,
points out where Ramsey’s theology departs from our own and presents helpful suggestions for
Lutheran pastors and lay leaders who would like to use FPU in their congregations; therefore be
it
Resolved, That the congregations of Iowa District West (IDW) be encouraged to utilize
FPU to complement an ongoing biblical study of handling God’s financial blessings; and be it
further
Resolved, That the congregations of IDW reference Rev. Conner’s “Preview and Review
of FPU” in preparing to utilize FPU; and be it further
Resolved, That the congregations of IDW invite citizens of their community to participate
in the course as well; and be it finally
Resolved, That the congregations of IDW share a prayer request for their efforts with the
IDW mission prayer partners for the blessing of homes and communities and the growth of the
Kingdom of God.
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Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and Finances
Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 4-01 [Convention Resolutions p. 17] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 146; No: 19].)
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RESOLUTION #4-02: To Approve the District Compensation and Benefit Guidelines for 20192021
OVERTURE #4-03 (Convention Overtures, p. 19)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
Resolved, That Iowa District West, meeting in convention, approve the District
Compensation and Benefit Guidelines for Professional Church Workers for 2019-2021.

Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and
Finances
Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 4-02 [Convention Resolutions p. 18] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 146; No: 19].)
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RESOLUTION #4-03: To Insure Donor Wishes be Honored
OVERTURE #4-05 (Convention Overtures, p. 21)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The 2016 Synod Convention RESOLUTION 9-02A requires uniformity of
asset disposition language in governing documents of corporate agencies of the Synod; and
WHEREAS, This required significant changes in district by-laws governing the
distribution of the assets upon the dissolution of a district; and
WHEREAS, RESOLUTION 9-02A fails to take in account those who donated to the
endowment and legacy funds with instruction that the funds be used in the geographic area of the
district; therefore be it
Resolved, That Iowa District West in convention petition The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod Convention to insure endowment and legacy funds to remain in the designated
geographical area upon the dissolution of a district.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and Finances

Action: Withdrawn by Floor Committee
(Res. 4-03 [Convention Resolutions p. 19] was withdrawn by Floor Committee 4 Stewardship
and Finances and not brought before the convention.)
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RESOLUTION #4-04: To Request that the Synod Prioritize Clergy for the Congregational
Pastoral Ministry
OVERTURE #4-06 (Convention Overtures, p. 22)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, As of 19 September 2017 there were 412 pastoral vacancies in the Synod;
and
WHEREAS, It is well understood that the Synod pastoral vacancies are increasing due to
pastoral retirements and a shortage of graduates from Master of Divinity programs; and
WHEREAS, Congregations of the Synod need and desire a pastoral shepherd; and
WHEREAS, Acts 6:2 instructs that pastors should not neglect the ministry of the word of
God; and
WHEREAS, The Synod has been blessed with talented and qualified clergy and laity; and
WHEREAS, Only specific functions in the Synod theologically or by Synod policy
require staffing by Synod clergy; therefore be it
Resolved, That the precious gift of Synod clergy be prioritized for the Word and
Sacrament Pastoral Ministry, ideally in context of the congregation; and be it further
Resolved, That Iowa District West in convention direct the District Board of Directors to
designate district positions that can be served by laity with the specific intention that said
positions be staffed with qualified laity; and be it finally
Resolved, That Iowa District West in convention memorialize the Synod Board of
Directors and the Synod Council of Presidents to designate Synodwide positions which can be
served by laity with the specific intention that said positions be staffed with qualified laity.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and Finances

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 4-04 [Convention Resolutions p. 20] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 149; No: 15].)
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RESOLUTION #4-05: To Encourage Congregations to Expand the Opportunities for Financial
Giving
OVERTURE #4-04 (Convention Overtures, p. 20)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has defined Christian
stewardship as “the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in
managing life and all of life’s resources for God’s purposes”; and
WHEREAS, Financial giving is an important part of Christian stewardship and is to be
encouraged among God’s people; and
WHEREAS, The current giving opportunities of our congregations (receiving offerings
of cash or check at worship) limit the opportunities for Christians to participate in this act of
Christian stewardship; and
WHEREAS, Financial transactions on mobile devices are rapidly becoming the norm
(e.g. 60% of Amazon’s sales in 2015); and
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has a history of adapting to new
technology for the sake of the Gospel when it doesn’t compromise our beliefs (e.g. radio with
The Lutheran Hour and television with This Is The Life); therefore be it
Resolved, That the congregations of Iowa District West be encouraged to explore the
variety of methods available for online and mobile giving and to utilize those methods that best
serve their congregation’s mission, encourage generosity among their worshipers, and protect the
financial information of their givers; and be it further
Resolved, That the Stewardship Committee of Iowa District West be charged with
disseminating information across the District about possible and appropriate vendors and
methods; and be it finally
Resolved, That the congregations of Iowa District West seek to develop faithful financial
stewardship among their members through intentional, year-round stewardship education and the
use of appropriate resources (e.g. LCMS Stewardship Ministry, Financial Peace University).
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and Finances

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 4-05 [Convention Resolutions p. 21] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 156; No: 13].)
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RESOLUTION #4-06: To Approve the District Work Program for 2019-2021
OVERTURE #4-02 (Convention Overtures, p. 18)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
Resolved, That Iowa District West, meeting in convention, approve the District Work
Program for 2019-2021.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 4 Stewardship and Finances

Action: Withdrawn by Floor Committee
(Res. 4-06 [Convention Resolutions p. 22 was withdrawn by Floor Committee 4: Stewardship
and Finances because of the changes made within the new District Handbook.)
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RESOLUTION #5-01: To Adopt the Proposed 2018 Iowa District West Handbook
OVERTURE #5-01 (Convention Overtures, p. 23)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Handbook Review Committee has met over the past two years and
made significant changes and modifications to the Handbook; and
WHEREAS, They have consulted the various committees, groups, and individuals and
taken their suggestions under advisement; and
WHEREAS, They have submitted said proposed Handbook to the Synod’s Commission
on Constitutional Matters for approval; and
WHEREAS, The proposed 2018 Iowa District West Handbook has been presented and
reviewed at the IDW Pastors Conference on September 26, 2017; therefore be it
Resolved, That the Handbook Review Committee, the Circuit Realignment Committee,
and the Circuit Visitors be thanked for their hard work and contributing efforts towards these
revisions; and be it finally
Resolved, That the proposed 2018 Iowa District West Handbook as amended be adopted
at this convention and immediately be implemented.
Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 5 District Handbook Review

Action: Adopted (1)
(Res. 5-01 [Convention Resolutions p. 23] was discussed and amended to add "the president," to
bylaw 3.4.2 and to strike the words "the president" from the previous list of offices in bylaw
3.4.1. [Yes: 193; No: 9].)
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RESOLUTION #5-02: To Further Encourage Official Circuit Visits by Circuit Visitors and
Consideration of Reimbursement to Circuit Visitors for Expenses
Incurred for Visitor’s Responsibilities
OVERTURE #5-02 (Convention Overtures p. 24)
TO IOWA DISTRICT WEST IN CONVENTION AT CAMP OKOBOJI, IOWA
JUNE 24-26, 2018
WHEREAS, The Synod in convention in 2013 changed the office of Circuit Counselor to
Circuit Visitor; and
WHEREAS, Each circuit of Iowa District West meets in forum at least once each
triennium to elect a Circuit Visitor to serve in the following triennium; and
WHEREAS, Each elected Circuit Visitor is ratified by the President of Iowa District
West as his representative in the circuit during the triennium of service; and
WHEREAS, Each elected and ratified Circuit Visitor is encouraged by the President of
Iowa District West, after installation at the district convention, to make an official visit on his
behalf to each member congregation of the represented circuit of Iowa District West during the
triennium of service; and
WHEREAS, An official circuit visit to a member congregation of a circuit is to include,
among other considerations, an evaluation of the associated pastor’s worship preparation and
preaching; and
WHEREAS, An official circuit visit to a congregation may include the Circuit Visitor’s
attendance in a regularly scheduled worship service of that congregation; and
WHEREAS, The Circuit Visitor is usually the called and ordained pastor of a member
congregation or congregations of the circuit in which he serves as Circuit Visitor; and
WHEREAS, The congregation or congregations of which the Circuit Visitor serves as
pastor may incur expenses for mileage and pulpit supply when the pastor serving as Circuit
Visitor makes an official visit to a member congregation of the circuit that includes attendance at
a regularly scheduled worship service of the member congregation of the circuit; and
WHEREAS, The Circuit Visitor also incurs other expenses in his responsibility as Circuit
Visitor such as assisting with Calling new church workers, helping to resolve conflict, and other
duties as requested by circuit congregations; and
WHEREAS, Each elected and ratified Circuit Visitor knowingly accepts the
responsibilities of the office of Circuit Visitor by the rite of installation at the district convention;
and therefore be it
Resolved, That the Iowa District West in convention encourage its congregations to
encourage, pray for, and support the Circuit Visitor of their Circuit in his appointed duties as
Circuit Visitor; and be it further
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Resolved, That each elected and ratified circuit visitor is encouraged by Iowa District
West in convention to diligently attempt to make at least one official circuit visit to each member
congregation in the represented circuit during the triennium of service; and be it further
Resolved, That the Board of Directors of Iowa District West be directed by Iowa District
West in convention to consider reimbursing the congregation or congregations of pastors who
serve as Circuit Visitor when the Circuit Visitor makes an official visit to a member
congregation of the represented circuit, for pulpit supply expenses (honorarium and mileage)
incurred; and be it finally
Resolved, That the Congregation or Congregations being served by their Circuit Visitor
be encouraged to reimburse their Circuit Visitor for any other expenses incurred in performance
of his duties as Circuit Visitor.

Respectfully submitted,
Floor Committee 5 District Handbook Review

Action: Adopted (5)
(Res. 5-02 [Convention Resolutions p. 25] was adopted without discussion [Yes: 156; No: 12].)
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