Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment
December 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the Iowa District West budget in a
variety of mission and ministry areas? To continue this strong partnership, we need your help. The
2018 Congregation Mission and Ministry Support commitment forms were sent in early October
(also online at www.idwlcms.org under Ministry Areas-Stewardship-Annual Mailing tab); please
share your congregation support by January 15. The District and Synod mission and ministry efforts
are dependent on congregation gifts. Even if you are supporting local missions and/or missionaries
through Mission Central, it is necessary to continue to support District and Synod so we can provide
congregational resources and support for your ministry. We celebrate the partnership of
congregations as together we carry out Christ’s mission in our District. Thank you to the many
congregations who regularly and generously contribute toward their District and make our
partnership a priority.
November 2017
Did you know that in addition to your congregational mission dollars, the District budget is supported by
other income sources including an estate from the Soenksen Legacy Fund? This account has provided
support for Synod Missions, World Missionaries, Ministerial Health/Chaplain Staff, Lutheran School
Outreach, Technology, Family Life Staff, and Professional Church Worker Loan Repayment. Since 2013,
the account has supported these mission and ministries totaling $870,000. This fall the budget also includes
at least an additional $50,000 for student debt reduction (known as the Ministry Excellence Fund). If you
would like to fund important mission and ministries after your death, contact Gift Planning Counselor Jim
Schroeder to develop a plan.
October 2017
Did you know that the District has about 35 restricted funds so money designed for a specific project is
actually spent for that restricted activity? The account currently with the most activity is the Disaster Relief
fund. Thousands of dollars are coming in for the Houston Lutheran Academy School sheetrock remodeling
project and hurricane/flooding disaster relief support. Disaster Coordinator Ellie Menz is doing a great job
distributing these funds according to the wishes of the donors. Contributions can be sent year round to the
District for support of disaster related activities in the United States. Thank you for your continued support!
For additional Synod information, resources, stories, and options to give go to www.LCMS.org/DisasterResponse or the local FaceBook page at www.facebook.com/iowaymissions.
September 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? This month, the part of the budget that is highlighted is a portion of the
missions budget. This year the District budget includes $70,000 for mission grants, available to all District
congregations to assist them with outreach in their local community. This line item also includes support for
the Center for U.S. Missions, an organization helping congregations to be actively engaged in reaching
those who do not yet believe, the new Ankeny mission start, and the new Hispanic ministry in (West) Des
Moines. Note that grant applications are due on October 15.
August 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? The 2017 budget provides $275,000 for student financial aid for
students preparing for full-time ministry careers and non-church work students at LCMS seminaries and
universities. Most of the financial aid is provided by endowments and legacy gifts, LWML, and special
“Joy in Ministry” supporters like you. Congregational and individual gifts are welcomed; thank you to those
who have generously contributed. Funds will be distributed in August to students attending the Concordia
Universities and Seminaries.

July 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? The 2017 budget includes $249,000 for two executive assistants (Rev.
Mark Gerken and Rhonda Mohr) to serve you. This year our executive and District staff are offering a
record number of workshops, conferences, and programs to support our pastors, professional church
workers, and lay leaders. To check out the many activities, go to www.idwlcms.org/calendar.php.
June 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? The 2017 budget totals $2,509,230 of which only 17% covers
administration. The District works hard to keep administration expenses low. The total administration
expenses include: administration services (staff salaries and benefits); support services (audit,
communications, office supplies, utilities, maintenance, insurance, and emergency fund), Board of
Directors, and Circuit Visitors.
May 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety of mission and ministry
efforts all across the District? The 2017 budget includes approximately $725,000 (almost 1/3 of the budget)
for District missions. This is an increase of $48,000 from the mission budget last fiscal period. The largest
line item totaling $199,640 is for Mission Partners/Church Planting. These missions include the new
mission start in Ankeny called The Gate, Christ Our Savior in Norwalk, St. Paul, Council Bluffs, the
Hispanic mission effort in Sioux City, and the Hispanic mission coordinated by Shepherd of the Valley,
West Des Moines. Your congregation’s contributions continue to support mission efforts all across the
District for the extension of the Kingdom!
April 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission
and ministry areas? Did you know that 50% (an increase of 1% from last fiscal year) of your unrestricted
congregational mission dollars support the work of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod? The 2017
budget includes $750,000 designated for LCMS missions. As we all “walk together,” we hope that
congregations are following the District’s lead by annually increasing their pledge to District and the
Synod. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa and across the
world. IDW continues to rank near the top in giving to the Synod; our District has the 4th highest mission
giving out of 35 Districts. Thank you for your partnership!
March 2017
Thank you for your Mission and Ministry Support! This issue of The Messenger includes the
congregational giving (unrestricted support; direct mission support not included) from the fiscal period
February 1, 2016 through January 31, 2017. Thank you to the 172 congregations (plus Faith Lutheran
Church, Winterset and new mission start Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, Denison) for your mission and
ministry support. We promise to be very good stewards of the funds you have entrusted to the District for
mission and ministry work. The summary is included The Messenger and online at
www.idwlcms.org/idwresources.php (click on IDW resources).
February 2017
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission
and ministry areas? The District budget includes $4,600 for a comprehensive financial audit. This intense
review of all financial details assures the District is operating properly and the financials are in accordance
with the generally accepted accounting principles. For a $2.3 million budget plus numerous funds and
assets, this is a good value. February is audit time at the District office. A review of the church financial
activities is healthy for the church. If you choose to do the project with congregational members, the
Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 25 “Financial Review” has a lot of good information.

January 2017
The year is almost over, but you still have time to make a year-end gift before December 31, 2016.
Reminder: according to IRS regulations, it is the postmark that determines the date of a mailed-in gift, not
the date written on the check. If you have a specific ministry you want to support (District missionary,
IOWAY, Mission Central, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund, Kapfer Memorial Scholarship, Disaster
relief/LERT fund, Building Fund, etc.) write on the memo the ministry you want to support or support
numerous Synod ideas at www.lcms.org/givenow.
December 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? This month the education ministry is highlighted. The education budget
for 2016 is $95,500 plus support from the Koepke Endowment. Rhonda Mohr is now available to answer all
your questions in the areas of education, early childhood, day school, family life, and more! To learn more
about her, read the December issue of The Lutheran Witness.

November 2016
Did you know that in addition to your congregational mission dollars, the District budget is supported by
other income sources including an estate from the Soenksen Legacy Fund? This account has provided
support for Synod Missions, World Missionaries, Ministerial Health/Chaplain Staff, Lutheran School
Outreach, Technology, Family Life Staff, and Professional Church Worker Loan Repayment. Since 2013,
the account has supported these mission and ministries totaling $745,000. The budget also includes an
additional $50,000 to be available for distribution this fall to assist student debt reduction (known as the
Ministry Excellence Fund).
October 2016
Did you know that in addition to your congregational mission dollars, the District budget is supported by
other income sources including operating results from Lutheran Church Extension Fund? The total for
this fiscal period ($45,500) supports ministries in the District that might not otherwise be possible. Some of
these projects include Des Moines Hispanic mission, Ankeny new mission start, leadership training,
congregation Consecrated Stewards support, Dwelling 1:14, and funding for several events (IOWAY,
missions, Joy in Ministry, Operation Barnabas to name a few). Thank you LCEF for your generous support
to not only IDW but to all the districts and the Synod. Support your very own Lutheran “bank” today by
going to www.LCEF.org for more information or contact Carole White at 515.240.2229 or
Carole.White@lcef.org.
September 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? The 2016 budget includes $33,000 for human care ministry and
support to Lutheran Family Service. To view the District human care news page, go to
www.idwlcms.org/humancare.php.

August 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? The 2016 budget provides nearly $250,000 for student financial aid for
students preparing for full-time ministry careers and non-church work students at LCMS seminaries and
universities. Most of the financial aid is provided by endowments and legacy gifts, LWML, and special
“Joy in Ministry” supporters like you. Congregational and individual gifts are welcomed; thank you to those
who have generously contributed. Funds will be distributed in August to students attending the Concordia
Universities and Seminaries.
July 2016
Did you know that endowment and legacy gifts are a significant budget income category? This income
source supplements the budget by 17% or $395,000. You can also make a big impact on future ministries
by including the District in your estate planning. Contact Gift Planning Counselor Jim Schroeder for more
information (515.490.7371).

June 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety of mission and ministry
efforts all across the District? The 2016 budget includes $23,000 for Lutheran Family Service plus
another $20,000 in the form of a mission grant. Also this year, LFS is now receiving free rent (over $18,000
benefit) for a total package of $61,000 of support. With four regional offices in Iowa, LFS is your partner
in ministry bringing the healing presence of Jesus Christ to those in need. For more information about LFS
contact them at 515.573.3138, 800.622.7285, www.lfsiowa.org.
May 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety
of mission and ministry efforts all across the District? The 2016 budget includes
$676,940 (almost 1/3 of the budget) for District missions. This is an increase of
$125,620 from the actual mission expenditure last fiscal period. Mission dollars
provide support for the Executive Assistant and several other mission areas:
IOWAY/Ellie Menz, mission grant partnerships (significant grants to St. Paul,
Ankeny mission plant; Christ, Bouton/Perry Lutheran Home; Lutheran Family Service; Grace, Storm Lake
Hispanic ministry; and Shepherd of the Valley Hispanic mission). Your congregation’s contributions
continue to support mission efforts all across the District for the extension of the Kingdom!
April 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission
and ministry areas? Did you know that 49% (an increase of 1% from last fiscal year) of your unrestricted
congregational mission dollars support the work of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod? The 2016
budget includes $735,000 designated for LCMS missions. As we all “walk together,” we hope that
congregations are following the District’s lead by annually increasing their pledge to District and the
Synod. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa and across the
world. IDW continues to rank near the top in giving to the Synod; our District has the 5th highest mission
giving out of 35 Districts. Thank you for your partnership!
March 2016
This issue of The Monthly includes the congregational giving (unrestricted support; direct mission support
not included) from the fiscal period February 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. Thank you to the 172
congregations (plus Faith Lutheran Church, Winterset and Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, Denison) for
your mission and ministry support. We promise to be very good stewards of the funds you have entrusted
to the District for mission and ministry work. To see a summary of the District budget, go to
www.idwlcms.org/idwresources.php.
February 2016
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, and services including $44,500 for gift planning ministry in the stewardship budget? For nearly
28 years, Jim Schroeder, the District’s Gift Planning Counselor, has been helping families in Iowa District
West prepare estate plans that provide for their loved ones and support their favorite LCMS ministries. For
more information, go to www.idwlcms.org/estateplanning.php. If you would like Jim to help you or your
congregation at no cost or obligation, email him at jim.schroeder@idwlcms.org or call him at 515.490.7371.
January 2016
What is Iowa District West? Iowa District West is the Synod in this place. IDW is one of 35 districts in the
LCMS. The District consists of 172 congregations in the western half of Iowa which includes 19 circuits,
62,086 baptized members, and 49,066 communicant members. It includes 205 pastors and 104 professional
church workers. We all walk together to achieve the same mission. Your dedicated District staff encourages
and assists to provide numerous services and resources that would not be accomplished if we were not in a
partnership. Because of your monthly District and Synod support, we are able to serve in all the areas of
mission/outreach, disaster relief, human care, education (early childhood/preschools, elementary schools,
family life), youth, stewardship/advancement, ecclesiastical administration, and leadership development.
With your congregation’s mission and ministry support, we will continue to work together to carry us
forward for which we have been sent. We are on a mission to support you and Christ’s mission!

