Mission Grant Report Form
Iowa District West

Grant recipients are asked to complete and submit the
report form within one month of the completion of the effort or, if
a continuing ministry, by January 31 of the following year in
which the grant is received. Please submit any pictures, as well,
that would help to share the story with other congregations to encourage them in their ministry.
1. Please provide a brief overview of the effort.
Faith Lutheran Church saw an opportunity to utilize the skills and energy of several ladies, who
were already putting on successful community youth events such as a VBS and an Easter event.
These two occasional outreach opportunities were involving many unchurched children, but only
twice a year. The hope was to extend that connection throughout the year, and so we invited the
children of Deloit to a weekly Community Sunday School. Demographically, we saw a large
number of children in the community, the majority of who were unchurched. The plan was to
offer the weekly Sunday school (kicked off by an August ice cream social) and continue to
promote the VBS and Easter events.
2. What goals were established for this effort; that is, what did you hope to accomplish?
Our overarching and primary goal was to proclaim the Gospel to the children of Deloit. We
hoped to develop connections with a number of families, and our community.
3. Did you achieve your goals? If not, what do you think were some of the contributing
factors?
The results of this effort were disappointing to be sure, but it is difficult to call it a failure by any
means. Anytime that the Gospel is being taught to little children, the church is doing the work
that the Lord has called it to do. The ice cream social attracted many members, but only one
member of the community (who subsequently moved). It was very discouraging to find that we
couldn’t attract the people of Deloit to come and receive free ice cream. The benefit that did
come from this event was that the members supported the Sunday school financially. Despite this
disappointing start, throughout the year, two unchurched elementary age children consistently
attended Sunday school. We have also been slowly incorporating an inactive family from another
parish into both congregational life and the Sunday school. VBS was another success, with 13-15
children per night for the week. And for our children’s Christmas program, we had six children,
only two of which were members of our parish. We didn’t reach nearly as many families as we
had hoped, but children heard the Gospel, and for that we give God great thanks and praise.
4. Is there anything you would do differently if you were to undertake this effort again?

5. What lessons were learned through this effort?
The greatest lesson learned by both pastor and teachers was to rejoice in the gifts that God
provides. When we were disappointed and frustrated, the Lord showed us that our labors were
not in vain; children were hearing the Gospel.
6. What suggestions would you give to a congregation considering a similar effort?
We would encourage and exhort other congregations to be persistent.
7. Contact person
Name: __Rev. Christopher Maronde________________________________
E-mail: _pastormaronde@gmail.com_______Phone: 712-675-4881 (Kiron office phone)
Congregation: _Faith Lutheran Church, Deloit_____________________

