“The Wonder of Loving Hands”
“The Wonder of Hands” is a monthly devotional series written to
nurture and affirm the preschool and early childhood ministry
partners of Iowa District West. Directors are invited to share the
devotion with staff, board members, and other partners. The
devotional series builds on the theme of the August 2013 District
Early Childhood Conference. We celebrate the wonder of Jesus’
hands and the hands who bless His children.

February 2014
Celebrating God’s Unconditionally Loving Hands
The month of February is filled with anticipation about love by so many in our fallen world.
Sweethearts anticipate asking or being asked that special question. Greeting card companies
anticipate a boom in sales revenue as Valentine’s Day approaches. Florists across the country
lay in an extra inventory of roses to be delivered when requested.
Though I may be branded a cynic, the truth is that the world’s brand of love is different from our
Lord’s. The world is full of CONDITIONAL love. The evidence is in the motivation.
I remember seeing husbands lined up at the grocery store on February 14 to purchase a bouquet
to take home to their sweetheart so they can say they didn’t forget Valentine’s Day even though
they did until someone reminded them. As a second career pastor I have to confess that I was
one of them.
Busy lives and a busier culture influence our expressions of love to one another. Even the
church becomes suspect in this regard. It is, however, very refreshing to witness the
“unconditional” love that preschoolers express in so many wondrous ways.
I recently experienced such an expression of love while shopping at the local grocery store. One
of our “little ones that believe in [Jesus]” (Matt. 18:6) saw me and came running down the aisle
yelling “Pastor Ray!” at the top of her lungs, a sprint that rewarded me with one of those classic
“knee hugger hugs.” I had tears in my eyes as a horrified mother came into the aisle wondering
where her daughter got off to. Relieved to see that the source of her daughter’s exuberance was
only me, Mom said her daughter loves everything about preschool!
To be sure, the reason our preschool students love everything about preschool is because of
teachers, assistants and directors like you. It’s never because of the pastor, but it is really cool to
know that they love the pastor, too, even though he just happens to be there some of the time.
In their own way, little children are the best witnesses of Christ’s love and mercy. Jesus says,
“Truly I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven” (Matt. 18:3).

It is not because the children are better at unconditional love than grown-ups, because in reality,
they are not. Their love for “everything about preschool” is not based on what our teachers,
assistants and directors do, either, though what you do is also testimony to the love and mercy of
Christ. In truth, we all put conditions on our love whether we want to or not. In preschools and
early childhood centers, tempers flare, sharing is a learned behavior at best, and even teachers get
frustrated. NO, the true motivation for love is Jesus Christ.
Jesus spread His loving hands out for all of us on Calvary’s cross, and as He died the death that
we deserve, Jesus showed us what unconditional love really is. It is love based on mercy and
grace, and it is only attainable by God. The wonder of God’s loving hands is literally in the
evidence. “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; upon
Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah
53:5).
Healed by Christ, you offer that same unconditional love of Christ to those “little ones who
believe in [Jesus]” that you serve and teach, and in return, they express their love for you and for
“everything about preschool.”
Hand in Hand - Reflections and Discussion
+ What joys and blessings of love have you experienced from your early childhood charges?
+ How might you share the blessings of Christ’s unconditional love for us with your students
during this month of February?
+ What could you do to encourage your pastor and others to experience the love of Christ that is
exhibited by your “little ones who believe in [Jesus]?”
Holding God’s Hand in Prayer
When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love as He hung on the tree.
What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary. (LSB 542, Stanza 1 with Refrain)
Thank You Jesus, for showing us unconditional love by Your grace and mercy. Amen.
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