Mission Grant Report Form
Iowa District West

Grant recipients are asked to complete and submit the
report form within one month of the completion of the effort or, if
a continuing ministry, by January 31 of the following year in
which the grant is received. Please submit any pictures, as well,
that would help to share the story with other congregations to encourage them in their ministry.
1. Please provide a brief overview of the effort.
SOS is a Christ-centered group of citizens established by St. Paul’s, Fort Dodge, focused on
showing appreciation to our public servants, especially those of public safety. We continue to
seek new and effective ways of expressing the thanks of our community.

2. What goals were established for this effort; that is, what did you hope to accomplish?
SOS had an active year. We have almost 60 members, several at Rockwell City whom we hope
to see carry on in their own community. We served cold bottled water at Frontier Day Parade,
helped at gate of Dayton Rodeo, and on several occasions, delivered pizza to Post 7 staff
meeting, breakfast at LEC, supper for 3 shifts at FD , and breakfast for 3 Saturdays at ER. We
have also connected our SOS folks with our servants as prayer warriors – each member
identifying self to servant as a willing partner in prayer. We partnered with Creative Cakes to
provide 70 gift cards for snow plow operators of city and county. Together with St. Paul’s, we
gathered $2000 as memorial for Des Moines and Urbandale officers killed in line of duty (it will be
awarded to Iowa COPS – Concerns of Police Survivors). We purchased a new gun safe that
holds officers’ weapons as they transport prisoners to the jail floor. We are in contact with local
Air Guard and will provide support system for families left behind as loved ones are deployed.
Red Cross has observed Heroes of the Heartland at an annual award luncheon; SOS will take
this over and continue (our second year coming) with Servants of the Year as nominated by each
agency through coworkers and supervisors.

3.Did you achieve your goals?
Yes. We have grown more than I ever guessed. And we look to new things, new servants, new
opportunities. We now have business cards that identify us and explain our mission.

3. Is there anything you would do differently if you were to undertake this effort again?
Start with more courage. We may have been a bit timid at the beginning.

4. What lessons were learned through this effort?
Many people want to do what we are doing, but lack a means of doing so. Local newspaper has
published information that supports us and draws in new members. Prayer and devotions begin
our meetings and give us focus.

5. What suggestions would you give to a congregation considering a similar effort?
Get started. Don’t think and worry too much. Say your prayers, talk with supervisors of various
agencies. Use our logo for hats and shirts or get another so that first responders know your
group and feel safe with accepting your appreciation.

6. Contact person
Name: ______Rev. Al Henderson_________________________________________
E-mail: ____pastoral@stpaulfd.org__________ Phone: __515-570-7435__________
Congregation: ____St. Paul, Fort Dodge___________________________________

