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2016 LWML Iowa West District 
Convention 

 

June 23-25, 2016 
 

Make your plans to attend now. 
 

See the registration form on page 5. 
 
 

�����������	

�����������������������������  
·      �
��������������������
������������������������ ��������
�������

����������

·      �������������������������������
���� �������������� �!����"�������
�#

����$����� ������������������%����� ������������ �

·      �����
��� ������&������������� ��'�������%������ 
�����������(����

)��������$��������*+��������,�������������������� ����������(���������

����������� ������ �������������

·      -�����������������.����������������������� ����� �������������

·      ������������������������
��
��������
���������� �������������������

��������
������

·      '������
���� ������������
��������������� ����� ����
������������

���/�� ������ ��������

·      ��������� ������������������������������
��������� ����������������������

���������,��������

·      (���+����������������������������/��	/����������� �/�������������/�����

���
%�
����������������������������

·      �������� �������������������������������������� �������0�����

· *������������������������������������������������ ��������$������� ����

�����
������������� ����  
 

If you haven’t registered yet, there is still time!  See the registration 
form on page 5. 
 

See more Convention news on pages 4-7. More to come  in the next 
issue. 

 



“Generations of Grace” 
 

“Generations of Grace” is the theme that 
was selected for the 2016 district conven-
tion and hopefully one that you have heard 
or seen repeatedly. The Sac and Storm 
Lake zones are busy  preparing for the 
convention and looking forward to spend-
ing time together. 
 

As we read the Bible we learn the impor-
tance of generations.  The passages in 
Matthew 1:2-16 that relate the genealogy 
of Jesus through his earthly father, Joseph 
and other examples in the Bible of people 
who thought that since they were descen-
dants of Abraham would be able to enter 
heaven. We might also gather at family re-
unions each year to remember our heri-
tage, those pioneers who have shared 
their values with their children and grand-
children. 
 

Pastor Merrill who was part of the Lutheran 
Heritage tour of Germany and presented at 
the Mapleton zone rally shared the legend 
of how the passion play of Oberammergau 
began.   This is the results of many gen-
erations in the past making a promise that 
if the city was spared from the plague they 
would present the Passion Play.  If the leg-
end is true it shows how much the elders 
of the city were concerned about passing 

this important message 
along to the next generation. 
 

Thinking of all the things that 
“should have, would have, 
could have” been done, but, 
where is the benefit of 
spending time doing that? 
We can see where our fore-
fathers were so concerned 
about passing along the 
saving message of Jesus. 
So, looking forward, to our next genera-
tion – what is ahead for them, what can 
they hear from us and what can we teach 
them? 
 

The convention speakers and presenters 
will be sharing with us how each of us who 
have donated to our mite boxes have 
shared grace through the generations, just 
as our Lord has given us His grace 
through our lives.     
 

Give thanks to the LORD, call on his 
name; make known among the nations 
what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise 
to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Psalm 
105:1-2  
 

Your sister in Christ,  
Ann Carrick 
LWML Iowa West District President 
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Ann Carrick, 
LWML – Iowa 
West District 

President  

Reminder– All mites and memorials should be sent to Ruth Downey at 
2801 EP True Parkway #102, West Des Moines IA 50265. If you have any 
questions, you may call Ruth at 515-224-0767. Society Mite donations 
should be sent to your zone treasurer.  If you need remittance vouchers, 
go to the following link: http://idwlcms.org/lwmllinks.php      Thank you! 
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Generations of Grace  is the theme for our 
upcoming convention.   For those of you 
who haven’t heard, our convention is June 
23-25 at Camp Okoboji.  As Lutheran 
Women in Mission of Iowa District West, 
this year we will celebrate 70 years of His 
faithfulness to all generations (Psalm 
100:5).   
 

As I prayerfully consider God’s faithfulness 
to us, and the generations of grace that He 
has bestowed upon us, I keep coming back 
to the conclusion of the Ten Command-
ments in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism: 
I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sins of the fa-
thers to the third and fourth generation of 
those who hate Me, but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love Me 
and keep My commandments. (Exodus 
20:5-6)  What does this mean?  God threat-
ens to punish all who break these com-
mandments.  Therefore, we should fear His 
wrath and not do anything against them.  
But He promises grace and every blessing 
to all who keep these commandments.  
Therefore, we should also love and trust in 
Him and gladly do what he commands.   
 

The reality of the Ten Commandments is 
that we do not fear, love and trust in God 
above all things.  We do not love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, all our soul, all 
our strength and we do not love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves.  The judg-

ment of the Law is that we 
are rightfully condemned 
and deserve what God de-
clares: temporal death and 
eternal punishment.  Yet, 
we are not saved by our 
keeping of God’s com-
mandments rather we are 
saved by God’s grace, by 
God’s faithfulness.  In see-
ing our sin and repenting of 
it, we pray that God our Father would remem-
ber His promises toward us; that He would be 
gracious and merciful toward us, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love toward us, and 
He does.  We boldly and confidently pray that 
God would forgive and spare His people ac-
cording to His great mercy, and He does.  We 
confidently rely upon God’s promise to pur-
chase and win us from sin, death and the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but 
with the holy precious blood of His Son Jesus, 
poured out with His innocent, bitter suffering 
and death.   
 

In Jesus alone we find Generations of Grace.  
In Jesus alone we find God’s faithfulness.     
 

That is the message of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League.  That is what mothers and 
grandmothers have told daughters and grand-
daughters for generations.  That is where sis-
ters and neighbors have found comfort and 
hope in their daily lives.  Thanks be to God.            
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Rev. Chad Dietrich 
LWML IWD 

Jr. Counselor 

1.      Lutherans for Life – Worship proclaimer, Rev. Michael Salemink, Director; and 
our keynote speaker Rev. James Lamb, former Director. 
2.      Veterans of the Cross – emphasizing the portion of the convention theme re-
garding generations (helps veteran church workers and their spouses in financial 
crisis)  
3.      Gratuity for Camp Staff – tips for the camp staff 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE  
 
     Christian Life is much more than just a table full of materials, shirts and  purple 
jewelries.  Christian Life is helping each other grow in spirit and uplifting each other 
up through friendship, encouragement and prayer.  
     May the Holy Spirit fill our hearts as we gather as one this month of June for our  
biennial IWD-LWML Convention at beautiful Camp Okoboji.  
     As with everything else, my time as District Christian Life Chairman is coming  
to an end. It has been a wonderful learning experience. I've grown so much spiritu-
ally with all of you. We've cried and laughed together. Hugged and held each others 
hand, knowing that we will be there for each other personally, in spirit and in 

prayers. For you my dearest LWML sisters will be forever in my heart.  
     Go tackle the world with His Word, know that the Holy Spirit is with you. In you.  
 

Blessings.  
 

Thank You! Muchas Gracias! Maraming Salamat! 
Jane T. Shever - Christian Life Chairman  

Jane Shever,   
Christian Life 

Chairman 

*����.� 
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Convention Speakers: 
Rev. James Lamb, retired Executive Director of Lutherans for Life 
Rev. Michael Salemink, Executive Director of Lutherans for Life 
Wanda Pritzel – LFS 
Larry Joines – Mercy Meals of the Siouxlands 
Rev & Deaconess Lincon and Noemi Guerra –  
           West Des Moines Hispanic Ministry 
Doug Kading - Camp Okoboji 
Gary Thies - Mission Central 
Ellie Menz - IOWAY 
Rev. Robert Roegner – National LWML Pastoral Counselor 
 

· Also, a special thank offering will be taken in celebration of the LWML Iowa West 70th anniversary.  
This offering will be donated to the Light that Endures endowment fund. 

 

· Hear about the mission grant proposals and see which are selected by the delegates for the next 
biennium recipients.   

 
· Bible study leader will be Wanda Pritzel, Lutheran Family Services, 
           Director of Ministry Support and Congregations Services. 
 

· Do you need a new purse? Bring those gently used purses in your closet and find a new one at the 
purse auction. See flyer on page 13. 

 

Of course, we will need to laugh. Our humorous interrupter will surprise you. 
 
2016-2018 Mission Grant Proposals  and proposed by- laws changes will also be in the June/
July 2016 issue of the eNews. 
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NAME_________________________________________________E-MAIL____________________ 
                             (Please type or print clearly) 
ADDRESS___________________________________ TOWN __________________________ ZIP ___________ 
PHONE (_____)_______________   CELL PHONE (_____)_______________ LWML ZONE _________________  
CHURCH/Location ________________________________________ SOCIETY___________________________ 

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY BELOW:  
___Voting Delegate  ___Alt. Voting Delegate   ___Gen. Registration   ___Pastor  ___Dist. Board Member (voting)   ___Dist. Board Member (non-voting)      
___Past Dist. Pres.  ___ Zone Pres.  ___YWR (#Children attending with YWR )    ___Host Zone Worker    ___Request Couple Housing 
 

 

REGISTRATION FEE before May 14, 2016 ……............................ $ 25.00 _________ 
   Postmarked after May 14, 2016 ……............................ $ 30.00 _________ 

MAIN PACKET (does not include registration fee) ................... $118.00_________ 
      *Includes only meals and lodging from Thursday noon through Saturday noon. 
MEAL PACKET (does not include registration fee) .................... $ 58.00 ________ 
      *Includes only meals from Thursday noon through Saturday noon. 
Daily meals and/or lodging may be purchased by those only attending part of the convention. 
WEDNESDAY .......................…………….............................. Supper $10.00 ________ 
WEDNESDAY .................................................................Lodging   $30.00 ________ 
THURSDAY .................................................................. Breakfast   $7.00 ________ 
THURSDAY (Noon and Evening) ...................................... Meals $18.00 _________ 
THURSDAY ..........................................................…........ Lodging $30.00 ________ 
FRIDAY ................................................................….…...... Meals  $25.00 ________ 
FRIDAY .......................................................…….............. Lodging $30.00 ________ 
SATURDAY ....................................................... Breakfast/Lunch $15.00 ________   TOTAL  $__________ 
 
The 2016 LWML IWD convention begins at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 23 and adjourns at noon on Saturday, June 25.  
You will be housed by congregation/zone. If you wish to be housed with anyone out of your zone, please list their name/s.    
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you are in need of special handicap-accessible accommodations, dietary needs, please list.  YWR's ~ please list needs for children attend-
ing with you. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Check if you wish to:   ___ Participate in Mission Mile Walk (Sat. AM.) 
 

Please send registration & make check payable to: 

REGISTRATION BLANK – REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS  JUNE 4, 2016. 
GENERATIONS OF GRACE  37TH Biennial LWML Iowa West District Convention 

Camp Okoboji – Milford, IA  --  June 23-25, 2016 

 

LWML  IWD CONVENTION 2016 - Diane Gotto              
 3560  300th  Street 
 Sac City, Iowa  50583 
Any questions?  Feel free to call Diane @ (712) 466-2488    

Reminder:  ALL convention attendees MUST REGISTER. 
**Enclose a stamped, pre-addressed envelope for your receipt.** 
Your receipt is NECESSARY for registration at the convention! 
There will be NO refunds for meals & lodging after June 4, 2016. 

There will be NO refunds for registration fees. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU HAVE  
ENCLOSED THE FOLLOWING: 

�� Registration form 
�� Pre-addressed stamped envelope  

���� Check for the correct amount 

ITEMS TO BRING TO CONVENTION: 
·      Registration receipt and medical form 
·      Bedding-pillow, sheets/sleeping bag/blanket, towel/washcloth, fan, 

flashlight                                  
·      Something purple to wear for “PURPLE” Friday  
·      Jacket/sweatshirt, walking shoes 
·      Items for ingathering 

       ·      Your Bible 



Continued on next page 
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Nominees for Office: (next 3 pages) 
Vice President of Servant Resources and Christian L ife: Barbara Huseman (Cherokee Zone) 
Local: Past president, Member Development Chairman 
Zone: President, past president and Member Development Chairman 
Attended 12 district and 9 national conventions 
District: Past Vice President for Mission Education and Mission Inspiration, Member Development Chairman 
National: 2015 National Convention Special Dress Chairman 
Church: Gloria Handbell Choir, past evangelism chairman, stewardship chairman, christian education chairman, 
Youth and Welfare Chairman, SS teacher, Mid-week teacher, VBS teacher, church librarian 
Community: Court Appointed Special Advocate volunteer, Little League, Girl Scout board, and golf course board 
 

Vice President of Servant Resources and Christian L ife: Nancy Schoen (Mapleton Zone) 
Local:  Past president of local society 
Zone: Zone President, past vice president, Gospel Outreach, Christian Life 
Attended 4 district and 2 national conventions 
Church: Past SS superintendent, SS teacher. VBS teacher, and church council secretary, 
Community: Hospice volunteer, volunteer with the Battle Creek ambulance since 2004, currently treasurer for the 
Battle Creek Ambulance, past volunteer for the local Community Basket (food pantry) 
 

Treasurer: Sue Ackerman (Boone Zone) 
Local: Current circle chairman and Resource Center chairman, past president, vice president and treasurer 
Zone: president, past vice president, christian life 
Attended 4 district and 2 national conventions 
Church: church secretary, board of public relations, memorial committee, 2016 anniversary committee, parish 
planning, handbell choir, past stewardship committee, LYF counselor, VBS, building committee for addition 
Community: Payroll accountant for Iowa State University the last 19 years. 4-H volunteer, Board of Director -
comptroller for Small Miracles Preschool. Past 4-H leader for 20 years (Boone County) Youth Committee, Exten-
sion Family Committee 
 

Treasurer: Marlys Johnson (Humboldt Zone) 
Local: Treasurer (3rd 2 year term), Past president, vice president, secretary, treasurer 
Attended 2 district conventions 
Church: Part-time church secretary, choir, chairperson of potato soup for German dinner, chairperson of funeral 
committee at church, landscaping committee (past chairperson), past SS teacher, VBS helper, Evangelism 
Comm., co-chairperson for German dinner, financial secretary and asst. financial secretary, council secretary 
Community: Did bookkeeping and accounting for 38 years. Payee Representative for person, local hospital auxil-
iary board for 6 years and treasurer of local hospital auxiliary for 5 years, secretary of local Thrivent board, board 
member of local bowling association, president of local bowling league, UDMO advisory board, past assistant fi-
nancial secretary of local Thrivent board, help with landscaping at local museum and one of Humboldt's parks, 
served on a committee to select winning essays at local VFW 
 

Secretary: Denise Dugan (LeMars Zone) 
Local: President, past president, vice president, and secretary 
Zone: Christian Life, past president, vice-president and secretary 
District: Nominating Committee, Christian Life 
Attended 10 district and 4 national conventions 
Local: Altar guild, Bible study, past SS teacher, VBS teacher, choir, church board secretary 
Community: Member and treasurer of IA C.I.T.T.T,  ( a ladies group that sends young girls to camp) 
 

Secretary: Deborah Schmidt (Carroll Zone) 
Local: President, past president, vice president, secretary 
Attended 4 district and 2 national conventions 
Church:  Church council secretary, choir member, SS music leader, prayer chain,  past SS and VBS music 
teacher, SS teacher, director and head teacher of Little Lamb Preschool for 13 years, choir, served on Board of 
Education, council secretary, daycare for Mom's Bible study,  home Bible study member 
Community: Community chorus, past blood donor, records director for Thrivent county board 

 



Continued on next page 
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Junior Pastoral Counselor: Pastor Don Erickson (Cherokee Zone) 
Local: Serving St. John's at Germantown 
Zone:  Pastoral Counselor Cherokee Zone, past Pastoral Counselor (NE-North Ainsworth Zone) 
District: Pastoral Counselor (NE-North) 
Attended 5 district and 2 national conventions 
Community: Ministerial Association, Wonderland Theater volunteer, past Ministerial Association 
 
Junior Pastoral Counselor: Pastor Mark Gerken (Des Moines West Zone) 
IDW Executive Assistant for Missions and Human Care  
Attended 3 district and 1 national convention. 
Serves on Lutheran Family Service Board of Directors, Chairman of the North American Mission Endeavors. 
Served as pastor at Faith in Adel, and in Humboldt, NE,  past chairman and member of IDW Missions Committee. 
Community: Past member of Adel Rotary, Library Board, Dallas County Drug Prevention Task Force 
 
Nominating Committee: Lori Arends (Storm Lake Zone) 
Local: Marketing and media chairman, past secretary, treasurer 
Zone: Past secretary and treasurer 
Attended 9 district and 3 national conventions 
Church: Choir or sing with family when requested, play organ at church once a month, past SS superintendent 
and teacher, youth leader for junior high and high school, Koinonia couples group and church secretary for 6 
years 
Community: Past golf secretary, Farm Bureau Women's county chairman and secretary,  Farm Bureau Young 
Women's Representative, Farm Bureau Women's township chairman, secretary, and treasurer, county Farm Bu-
reau Board of Directors 
 
Nominating Committee: Betty Bilsten (Denison Zone) 
Local: Past president, treasurer and Christian Growth 
Zone: Past treasurer 
Attended 5 district and 2 national conventions 
Church: Public Relations Committee and past Altar Guild member 
Community: Hospital Auxiliary, hostess for hospital transportation and hostess at the historical McHenry House 
 
Nominating Committee: Shirley Bowman (Fort Dodge Zone) 
Local:  Committees 
Zone: Secretary 
Attended 5 district and 4 national convention 
Church: Mission projects, church screen duties (edit and operate), past SS teacher, choir, church secretary 
Community: nursing home volunteer, mentor 4th grade girls and follow through graduation, past member of Lion's 
Club and RAGBRAI 
 
Nominating Committee: Kathryn Geisler (Humboldt Zone) 
Local: Christian Life Committee, past president, vice president, secretary and mites  
Zone: Humboldt Zone President, past vice president, secretary 
Attended 9 district and 5 national conventions 
Church: Evangelism Committee, LERT Team, Good Samaritan Circle member, Mission Minded Team, Sew to 
Sow group, past SS and VBS teacher, choir member, Social Welfare Committee and Board of Education 
Community: Substitute cook at congregate meals, Garden Club member and officer, volunteer at Gowrie Senior 
Suites 
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Nominating Committee: Sam Lee (Mapleton Zone) 
Local: President, Mission Servant, historian, past vice president, secretary, Mission Servant, Christian Life, 
and historian 
Zone: Past president two times, vice president two times, mission servant 
District: Worker's Room Director for 2015 LWML Convention in Des Moines. 
Attended 7 district and 4 national conventions 
Church: Worked at fundraiser for tornado victims of our church, help organize our annual soup supper, our 
church representative for Eventide Nursing Home, past SS teacher, Lamplighter, visit shut-ins 
Community: Iowa Coordinator for the Blepharospasm Research Foundation – organized support group meet-
ings, work at election polls 
 
Nominating Committee: Marie Miller (Des Moines East Zone) 
Local: Society president, past president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, Christian Growth, historian 
Zone: Treasurer, past president, secretary, treasurer, Christian Growth, historian 
District: Treasurer 
National: Director of Hotel Hostess at 2015 LWML Conventions 
Attended 18 district and 17 national conventions 
Church: Altar Guild Coordinator, counting team third Sunday of the month, Bible study, past Altar Guild,  SS 
and VBS teacher, choir, counter, congregation secretary, Bible study and help with church cleaning 
Community: Volunteer for Lutherans for Life, Agape Pregnancy Center, IPTV, and Luther Park Auxiliary. In-
volved in the political arena and serve (8th year)  on Steering committee of Principal Financial Retirees, Past 
PTA, volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, Iowans for Life, Mosaic, Iowa Foster and Adoptive Parents Assn., 
Prevent Blindness Iowa, Lutheran Hour booth at Iowa State Fair as well as some of the above agencies. 
Went on the 2015 Pasadena California Petal Pushers mission trip 
 
Nominating Committee: Deanne North (Council Bluffs Zone) 
Local: Past president, vice president, secretary and treasurer 
Zone: Past secretary 
Attended 15 District and 6 national conventions 
Church: SS superintendent, Bible study leader, mission quilting, past SS teacher, secretary to Church Board 
of Directors, choir, Social Ministry Board, Evangelism Board, VBS teacher and helper 
Community: Food Pantry and Community Giving Garden volunteer, elementary school mentor, past Habitat 
for Humanity volunteer and officer of local pro-life organization 
 
Nominating Committee: Nancy Ploeger (Sac City Zone) 
Local:  Past president 
Zone: Past president 
Attended 6 district and 4 national conventions 
Church: Ladies Guild and arrange for church greeters, Bible study, past taught SS and 6th grade confirmation 
Community: Garden Club, Red Hats, volunteer to teach at the Country School in Ida Grove in September 
 
Nominating Committee: Karen Seegebarth (Northeast Zone) 
Local: Chairman of World Relief and Orphan Grain projects,  past president, vice president, and secretary 
National: Information Chairman of the 2015 LWML Convention. 
Attended 3 district and 1 national conventions 
Church: Secretary of the congregation, past SS Superintendent for many years and choir member 
Community: Member of two quilt guilds, American Legion, and local woman's club. 
Past First Responder, member of county Thrivent board and treasurer, soil conversation board member 



Mission Grant Update 
 
2012-14 Grants with open balances           Grant Amt      Requested & Paid      Balance 
Operation Barnabas Campership Program 14,000.00            4,325.33               9,674.67 
W.I.S.H.E.S.                                                 PAID IN FULL!  
  
2014-2016 IWD LWML Grants: 
Mission Central Funding Assistance for Two Missiona ries-  $10,000 PAID IN FULL 
Financial Aid for Iowa District West Seminary Stude nts- $25,000 PAID $12,500 
Camp Okoboji:  Ginny DeWall Dining Hall Updates-  $ 20,000 PAID IN FULL  
Orphan Grain Train Iowa West Branch-  $20,000 PAID $10,000 
Mercy Meals of Siouxland- $20,000 PAID IN FULL  
Family Ministry Retreat Center, Ft. Dodge- $25,000 PAID IN FULL  
Tanzania Sewing Center- $5,000 PAID IN FULL 
Deaf Ministry in Iowa District West- PAID $1,750 
Phil’s Friends- $7,844.06 PAID IN FULL  
 
**All updates and totals are as of May 22, 2016 
Jane Morris, VP Gospel Outreach and Special Focus Ministries 

Gospel Outreach  
 

MITES IN ACTION: 
As we ready, get set, and go to convention, I want to highlight the Camp’s 
Ginny DeWall Dining Hall Updates grant. If the outside temperature is hot, 
we’ll be cool as cucumbers as we dine in air conditioned luxury.  Among the 
extensive remodeling, our mites went to installing air conditioning, for all fu-
ture campers to enjoy! 
 

CONVENTION INFO ABCs:  
 

A. Ingathering :  
*T-shirts:  large & x-large, 50-100% cotton, can have logos, and can be any 
color 
*Folders with 3 prong fasteners inside 
*Crayons:  8, 16, or 24 count packs 
 

If you would like to check out how we are going to make the diapers or want to make some ahead of 
convention, please check out this how-to video: 

http://cdn.field59.com/KMA/8064b3b724ee41bab36390c8b7932aa4c15044df_fl9-720p.mp4 

B. Servant Events :  
*Christmas card story books 
*Assembling coloring books   
*T-shirt diapers 
 

C. Orphan Grain Train will be collecting : 
*Layettes 
*Infant and Children’s clothing  (gently used or new) 
*Children’s shoes  (clean and wearable) 

Jane Morris, Vice-
President of Gospel 
Outreach and Mission 
Servants  
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· T-shirts (large & x-large - -50% -100% cotton—can have logos 
and can be any color) 

· Boxes of crayons (8 ct., 16 ct., or 24 ct. but NOT 48 ct.) 
· Portfolios (3-prong - - any color) 
· Sharp scissors and sewing machines for making diapers. 
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· 3-hole punched coloring book pages 
· Stickers 
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It is hard to believe as I write this today that my four years serving you as a vice-
president will soon be coming to an end.  It has been such a fulfilling job to serve on 
the executive board and to grow in my appreciation for the work of the LWML.  It is 
mind boggling to look at the dollars that are raised for mission activity within our dis-
trict and nationally.  Beyond the dollars raised are all the service projects that people 
participate in with their time and talents.  What a wonderful statement of Christian love 
to all.   
We will soon be gathering in convention with the theme “Generations of Grace”.  I am 
looking forward to being with my special LWML friends.  The joy that we share as we 
come together is unique.  I think of the laughter, the worship, the singing, and learning.  
How exciting it is to select the new mission grants and work together on service pro-
jects.  The term “Generations of Grace” reminds us that Jesus is with us always and 
no matter what is happening in our earthly life, God is there with us.   

I hope to see you all soon and once again thank-you for letting me serve as your vice-president. 

Sharon VonQualen 
VP Organizational 
Resources & CL 

Mission Servants - - Kim Meyer 
 

Thank you to everyone who made donations during the past six months and thank you 
also for those who sent me the forms to tabulate.  As always, the very generous ladies of 
the IWD have been involved with many mission projects and I can’t fathom how many 
people have been blessed by your commitments to spreading the Good News through 
mission work. 
With the Convention coming up so quickly, I’m looking forward to seeing how many dona-
tions will be made during the in-gatherings and how many diapers and coloring books we 
will be able to make and put together during the Servant Activities.  Please check the 
Convention agenda to make sure you’re aware of when time has been allotted during the 
Convention for the Servant Activities.   
REMINDER:  If you have a sewing machine that you are willing to being along with you to Convention, we 
would be grateful because we would like to have enough machines so we’re able to take ALL the t-shirts 
that will be donated and make them into diapers there at Convention.  I’m so excited to see the outcome of 
all of our efforts. 
I’m sure Jane Morris will announce in her report that the OGT will have a trailer at Convention, and the list 
of things that are most needed can be found elsewhere in this issue of eNews.  Please review the list and 
hopefully you can fill your car with items you don’t really need but others need desperately. 
Also, please remember to look through your Christmas cards for the specific types of Christian ones that 
are needed to make the “Jesus Birth Story” booklets.  It just hit me how many Christmas cards I’ve pur-
chase over the years that were never sent.  I buy some boxes of cards right after Christmas mostly be-
cause their cheaper but also because the thought is they’re exactly the ones I want to send next Christmas.  
When the next Christmas comes, I either can’t remember where I put the cards I bought at a discounted 
price or I run out of time to mail the cards.  If anyone can relate, we might as well bring the unopened 
boxes of Christian Christmas cards (if we can find them) to Convention so they can be used for this special 
mission project. 
In a little over a month, my 2-year term as Chair of Mission Servants will end, and I feel very blessed to 
have been able to serve the Lord in this way.  I want to take this opportunity to say “THANK YOU” to my 
Vice Chair, Julie Carstens, for being so wonderful to work with.  As Julie moves up to the Chair position 
and serves in that capacity for the next two years, I assure you that with all of her wonderful ideas, there 
will be plenty of worthy mission projects we can get involved with at the District level.   
In closing, I’m thinking of my Mom and what needs to be done around the farm this spring and summer 
without my Dad there.  That reminds me of the many, many things we can do for others that will make a 
huge difference in their lives.  Please let the Lord’s love for you shine through everything you say and do so 
others may come to know and feel that same love.  God wants us to take every opportunity to be “Mission 
Servants”.   

Kim Meyer -  
Mission Servants 
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2016-2018 Mission Grant Proposals 
On the June 2016 IWD LWML Convention Ballot 

(Proposals are in order of submission to avoid any favoritism) 
 

 
1.   Neighbors 4 Christ-ICCC Welcome Center- Ft. Do dge..……………………………...……..$5,000 

Providing a faith based safe and secure place for college students to meet and socialize in this large 
mission field 

2.   Financial Aid for Iowa District West Students… ……………………………………..………$25,000 
Financial aid for IDW students studying at our Concordia Universities toward a career in full time 
church work 

3.   Lutheran Heritage Foundation- Books for Iowan Immigrants……..………………………...$4,000 
Publish and distribute Lutheran books for Gospel outreach to immigrants in IDW 

4.   English as a Second Language Family Outreach M inistry……..…………………….………$6,000 
Shepherd of the Valley, Des Moines, is helping their Hispanic community by teaching them English, 
Bible truths by placing the Word into their hands 

5.   Cornerstone For Life Pregnancy Resource Center ……..……………………………….……$14,000 
Help is needed to fund an ultrasound project and promotion campaign for their Storm Lake area ser-
vices that honor life through the Gospel 

6.   Elderly Christian Home- Jacmel, Haiti……………………… ……..…………………….………$10,000 
Funds needed to help construct a home, which would provide the elderly counseling, health care, 
food, clothing, and most important- God’s Word 

7.   Congregational Services Outreach…………………………………… ….……………..…….…$25,000 
Supporting staff to lead groups and to purchase materials for members of our LCMS congregations 
and through them, reaching many unchurched in Iowa 

8.   Camp Okoboji- Discover Building……………………………………… ………………..………$20,000 
Funding for furnishings and technology equipment, in Discover, to enhance the mission atmosphere 
and learning environment for mission and outreach 

9.   Hong Kong Mission…………………………………………………………………………… ……$5,000 
Provide grants for youth to go on the Hong Kong Summer Servant Event Trip    

    10.   Women In Service Helping to Exclaim Salva tion (WISHES)……………..……………….…$20,000 
Iowa West District LWML women can receive $500 each, and only once, to help with the cost of par-
ticipating in a mission trip 

    11.   Christ’s Care for Children- Kenya…………………… ……………………………….………….$20,000 
Funds will be used so more desperately poor children can attend boarding school, where they will re-
ceive education, housing, meals, supplies, and spiritual care 

    12.   Reaching Rahab- Outreach Ministry to At-R isk Young Women in Kenya………………...$10,000 
Lutheran Hour Ministries developed program that rescues young women from life on the streets or 
prison and rehabilitate them through Christ-centered counseling and vocational training 

    13.   Sewing Seeds of Faith Apartment Ministry-  Dallas, Texas…………………………...………$7,500 
Funding for additional space and supplies for reaching a large number of Muslim refugee women, min-
istering and bringing them to faith 

    14.   Kyrgyzstan Mobile Medical Trailer…………………… ……………………………………….…$10,000 
Provides pediatric, dental, and OB/GYN care even in the most remote locations, while also connecting 
them to local congregations and bible studies 

    15.   Christ Centered Child Care Ministry-Perry  Lutheran Home……………………………….…$25,000 
            To assist in the establishment of an on-site Christian Day Care 
    16.   “The Gate” church plant of St. Paul, Anke ny…………………………………………...………$25,000 
            Allocation of seed money for start-up costs for the new church plant 
    17.   Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School………………………………… ……………………….…….$21,000 
            Funding for Lutheran curriculum and computer/technology needs 
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Are You Ready 
 

The Leader Development team is busy “checking things off our list of last minute 
preparations” for this year’s LWML District Convention at Camp Okoboji.  We are 
anxious to reconnect with our dear sisters in Christ from across Iowa West.  We will 
rejoice with uplifting music, hear inspiring messages, collect many mites, and spend 
time in prayer and reflection.  LWML conventions are important for so many rea-
sons; of utmost importance is our time focused on giving glory to God.  Conven-
tions are also an awesome opportunity to expose ourselves to new leadership and 

service options in the Lord’s mission field.   
The Leader Development team has developed a special “to do” list for each of you attending this 
year’s district convention. 
 
BEFORE CONVENTION 
______Pray for your District LWML Officers and candidates for office. 
______Pray for the 14+ Young Women Representatives (YWRs) that will be joining us from across 
our district for convention. (See the list below.) 
_____ Open your heart to new information and opportunities to serve the Lord. 
 
DURING CONVENTION 
_____Sit with someone you do not know at a meal and learn what she is doing in her congregation 
and zone. 
_____Find someone from another society or zone that serves in a similar leadership role and compare 
notes. 
_____Take the time to go through the exhibits and ask questions. 
_____ Introduce yourself to an YWR and share your LWML story. 
_____Don‘t be shy!  As you read the convention manual, hear reports and presentations, talk to oth-
ers and tour exhibits, speak up when you find something you might be interested in learning more 
about and look for opportunities to serve.   
 
AFTER CONVENTION 
_____ Be inspired to serve in a new LWML role at the society, zone, district, or national level. 
_____ Pray for our YWRs and newly elected and appointed District officers. 
_____ Plan to attend the next National LWML convention June of 2017 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 
These are the YWRs and their zone: Amanda Vogel, Adair Zone; Sandy VanNostrand, Boone Zone; 
Megan Luddington, Council Bluffs Zone; April Jurgens, LeMars Zone; Jen Mente and Jessica Jepsen, 
Mapleton Zone; Amber Harris, Northeast Zone; Ashley Benz, Northwest Zone, Rachel Hemer, Sac 
Zone; Jennifer Copenhaver and Hannah Schauer, Sioux City Zone; Kim Chappas, Spencer Zone; and 
Angela Wilkenson and Angela Wilkenson, Storm Lake Zone. Keep them in your prayers and be sure 
to welcome them to the convention. 
 
May God bless your travels to beautiful Okoboji – we will see you all soon!   
In His Service – Kate Kaiser and Brenda Dryer 
The Iowa West Leader Development Team 
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Continued on next page 
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Ladies of the LWML:  The article about Phil’s Friends on pages 14 & 15 of the Spring 2016 Quar-
terly  reminds me again of last year when we were very busy preparing for our national LWML Con-
vention in Des Moines. We are forever grateful to all our LWML sisters for all the generous dona-
tions, support and help with Servant Activities. Please share our thanks and gratitude with your so-
ciety members and all our LWML sisters.   50 of the fleece blankets 
which were tied, and all 2470 ! greeting cards which were made us-
ing recycled card fronts, were given to Phil’s Friends to include in 
Care Packages.  
 

Blessings,  
 

Loretta Vogt  
Co-director of 2015 Servant Activities 
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    Do you know someone who is not receiving the LWML I WD eNews?  Have 
them send their email address to  Christine Schulz at christinefayeschultz@gmail.
com and ask to be put on the distribution list.   Do you know someone who does 
not have email but would like to receive it? Print it for them or print it and post it on 
your church’s bulletin board. We want everyone to have access to the latest LWML 
IWD news. 
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2016 Dates to Remember 
      June 22, 2016, BOD Meeting, Okoboji, IA 
      June 23-25, 2016   LWML IWD Convention at Okoboji, IA 
      July 20: August/September eNews articles due to Editor 
      August 12 & 13:  EC and BOD meetings 
      September 20: Oct/Nov eNews article due to Editor 
      September 24: LWML IWD Fall  Retreat 

2017 Dates to Remember 
           June 22-25, 2017: LWML 37th Biennial Convention, Albuquerque, NM 
2019 Dates to Remember   
           June 27-30, 2019: LWML 38th Biennial Convention, Birmingham, Alabama 
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Would you like your support for the mission of the LWML to con-
tinue even after you have gone home to be with the Lord? If so, 
then consider including the LWML Iowa West District in your es-
tate planning. The easiest way to do this is to include a gift on a 
beneficiary of your life insurance, annuity, IRA, or 401K. Another 
way is to include a bequest in your will. These gifts when received 
will be placed in the LWML Iowa West District’s "Light That En-
dures Fund". You may designate if you want your gift to be used 

right away for mite projects or to be in an endowment where only the income off of your gift 
would be used every year for mite projects. By including a gift in your estate plan your sup-
port for the mission of the LWML will continue even after you are gone. 
For more information you may contact our LWML gift planning counselor Jim Schroeder at 
515.490.7371 or email him at jim.schroeder@idwlcms.org. 
Jim Schroeder, LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor Serving in Iowa District West 
Mailing Address: Box 337, Laurel, NE 68745 
515.490.7371 cell 
jim.schroeder@idwlcms.org 
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The Mission of the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League 

Iowa West District is to assist  

all women in discovering and  

using their God-given gifts 

through LWML in Thanksgiving 

and Service to our Lord.
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Elected Officers Name Email 

President Ann Carrick acarrick324@hotmail.com 

VP Organizational Resources & CL Sharon von Qualen Sharon.vonqualen@syngenta.com 

VP Gospel Outreach & Mission Svts Jane Morris cjemorris@mchsi.com 

Secretary Patty Treimer ptreimer@tcaexpress.net. 

Financial Secretary Ruth Downey rprochas@aol.com 

Treasurer Deb Rouse gdrouse1281@ncn.net 

Senior Counselor Rev. Max Phillips rev.max.phillips@gmail.com 

Junior Counselor Rev. Chad Dietrich revdietrich@evertek.net 

Nominating Committee Chair Nancy Bruns dnbruns@evertek.net 

Appointed Officers    

Christian Life Chair Jane T. Shever jtshever@gmail.com 

Christian Life Vice Chair Sharon Hamann dhamann@ruralwaves.us  

Mission Servants Chair Kim Meyer Kimmeyer_1@juno.com 

Mission Servants Vice Chair Julie Carstens jcarstens@smunet.net 

Leader Development Chair Kate Kaiser kaiserK413@gmail.com 

Leader Development Vice Chair Brenda Dryer mcedcdirector@osage.net 

Structure Marilyn Kuehnast dmk61966@ncn.net 

Editor Julie Coy lwmljulcoy@yahoo.com 

Information Technology Chairman Christine Schultz christinefayeschultz@gmail.com 

Archivist/Historian Annette Gebert gbfarms@iowatelecom.net 

Parliamentarian Marilyn Schroeder marilyn0344@q.com 

YWR to Des Moines Breanna Wetzler brwetzler@gmail.com 

YWR to Des Moines Sarah Sunderman sarah.sunderman@cune.org 

Schedule of Zones hosting  
the LWML IWD Convention 
 

2016              Sac City and Storm Lake 
2018              Adair and Southwest 
2020              Boone and Carroll 
2022              Cherokee and LeMars 
2024              Council Bluffs and Denison 
2026              Des Moines East & Des Moines West  
2028              Emmetsburg and Northeast 
2030              Fort Dodge and Humboldt 
2032              Mapleton and Sioux City 

*����42� 
��
�����������


