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God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8, NIV)
Dear partners in the Gospel,
The Apostle Paul wrote the above words as he invited the Corinthian congregation to financially
support their brothers and sisters in Christ in Jerusalem. We share them with you as we invite you
to financially support the ministries carried out by your brothers and sisters in Christ in Iowa District
West and throughout The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
But first let us say, “Thank you!” Thank you for your prayers and your partnership, including
financial. Thanks to your generous support we have been able to provide over $1 million to date in
2017 for ministry support to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and District congregations.
Your mission gifts have supported the planting of a new congregation in Ankeny, the fastest growing
area in Iowa. Your mission gifts have supported the planting of a Hispanic congregation, Iglesia
Luterana El Pastor del Valle, in West Des Moines. Over 90% of those they’ve reached were
previously unchurched! With your support, they’re looking toward partnering with Hope, Des Moines
for a Hispanic church plant on the east side.
But it’s not just in the growing areas of Iowa, it’s also in the rural and small towns. Mission grants
have supported the outreach efforts of congregations in Cherokee, Battle Creek, and elsewhere. All
across Iowa, in cities and rural areas, among the hearing and the deaf, among young and old, to
English speaking and those speaking another language, your gifts are enabling the Word of God to
be proclaimed and His love to be shared.
God isn’t finished! He desires to reach the hundreds of thousands of people in Iowa alone who do
not yet believe in Jesus Christ. As our mission statement shares, “We are on a mission to support
Christ’s mission!” Your gifts enable us to support others in bringing His grace and truth to them.
Enclosed is a form requesting your 2018 congregational mission and ministry commitment for the
fiscal year from February 1, 2018 through January 31, 2019. I challenge you to consider raising
your commitment by 1%, trusting for the Lord to provide. We request that your congregation
prayerfully consider this commitment and return the form to the District office prior to January 15,
2018. If your voters’ assembly meets after that date, the proposed or estimated commitment would
be helpful to us in preparing our ministry plan for the next fiscal year. If it is more convenient for you
to call or email your response, you may contact Sue Light at 515-576-7666 or
sue@iowadistrictwest.org.
Together let’s passionately, intentionally and faithfully proclaim Christ and share His grace beginning
in our communities and extending outward. Thank you again for your support and partnership.
In His grace,

Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, District President
Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship

