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Dear Friends in Christ,
Stewardship is mentioned in the Bible several times. Among the most popular parables are Matthew 24:4251, Mark 13:34-37, and Luke 12:35-48.
One of the servants is left in charge of the household by the master when he leaves on a journey. He
performed his master's orders faithfully at first, but when the master did not return, he mistreated the
other servants.
Stewardship, as described in the Bible, was not displayed by this servant. The master had entrusted him
with responsibility, and he mistreated it with disrespect.
In addition to stewardship, we can learn other things from the Bible. How does a good steward behave? Let
us try to identify some of these qualities.
A good steward should possess the following characteristics
• A good steward is trustworthy (1 Corinthians 4:2, 2 Kings 12:15).
• A good steward is faithful regardless of the magnitude of the task given (Luke 16:10).
• A faithful steward remembers that we work for God, and everything belongs to Him (Colossians
3:23, Psalm 24:1).
We are grateful and blessed in Iowa District West to have ministry partners who are good stewards of the
gifts that God has entrusted to them. Your stewardship has allowed us to develop a new mission to reach
our Hispanic brothers and sisters. To further our outreach, we have strengthened ministry partners among
the Sudanese in Le Mars, Ankeny, and Denison. You are supporting our church plant, Christ Lutheran in
Ankeny, and we have others in the pilot stages of launching. We thank you for the encouragement of our
schools and preschools, as they are the bedrock of our church families, today and tomorrow. This is just the
starting point of the opportunities God is beginning in Iowa District West. The staff acknowledges and
thanks you for your prayers and your partnership. We could not carry out the mission of God without you.
In the Service of an Awesome God,

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President—Missions, Human Care and Stewardship
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