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Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (Colossians 3:12-14 ESV)
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The theme for this Fortieth Convention of Iowa District West was Bound Together in Christ’s Love. It
was based on Colossians 3:12-17.
Paul begins with good news. You are Chosen! We are chosen by God to be His people. In the book of
Ephesians it says, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before him (Ephesians 1:4 ESV). Paul reminds us that from the very beginning of time,
from the foundation of the world, God has chosen us to be His people. God sent Jesus for us! “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life (John 3:16 ESV). Christ Jesus lived, died and is risen for us! This is the good news of God’s
Grace for us. Pause now and consider who you are….In Christ Jesus, God chose you to be one of His
own sons and daughters. As the people of God, we have been chosen by Him to be His people and to
share in His glory forever.
Your offerings during the past year support the work of mission expansion, our colleges and seminaries,
and all the things we do together as a District and Synod. More importantly, they show that the grace of
God is at work in you. The Holy Spirit has called you to believe that your Lord loves you and has given
Himself for you. He has moved you to first give yourselves to the Lord, now your offerings flow from
your faith.
Enclosed is a form requesting your 2019 congregational mission and ministry commitment for the fiscal
year from February 1, 2019 through January 31, 2020. We request that your congregation prayerfully
consider this commitment and return the form to the District office prior to January 15, 2019. If your
voters’ assembly meets after that date, the proposed or estimated commitment would be helpful to us in
preparing our ministry plan for the next fiscal year. If it is more convenient for you to call or email your
response, you may contact Sue Light at 515-576-7666 or sue@iowadistrictwest.org. We thank you.
We are Bound Together in Christ’s Love! I believe congregations throughout Iowa District West are
sensing that they could fulfill their God-given mission better together than separately. We promise to be
good stewards of the offerings that you have entrusted to us as we do our work on the District level.
Always in Grace,

Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, District President
Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship

