IDW Mission Grant Evaluation Report Form

Grant recipients are to complete and submit the report form within one
month of the completion of the effort. If this is a continuing ministry, please
submit a report by January 31st of the following year, in which the grant is
received. Include pictures/videos that help share the story with other
congregations to encourage them in their own ministry. Final grant funds
will be sent upon receipt of this evaluation.

Contact Person, Congregation, and email address:
Judy Newhouse, Memorial Lutheran, Ames, ism.mlchurch@gmail.com
1. Please provide a brief overview of the effort:
In the Fall 2017, our basic English classes which mainly consist of Chinese
grandparents that are here in Ames, helping to raise their grandchild(ren) while
the parents are busy studying at ISU. The class had grown and it was essentially to
have two teachers.
2. What goals were established for this effort and what did you hope to accomplish?
1st goal was to have Chinese native that spoke good English that could teach
English
2nd goal – to provide a fun but educational class to give confidence to the
grandparents to be able to learn a few words in English.
3. Did you achieve your goals? If not, what do you think were some of the
contributing factors?
Yes and no. The grandparents usually stay for 3-6 months, go back to China, and
then repeat the cycle again. The grandparents are very enthusiastic students and
willing to work on their English and practice outside of class. It has been fun to be
able to speak simple English to them. On the no part, due to some staying longer
than others and not knowing how many will be in your class from day to day, it
was not sustainable to keep two teachers on during the winter months.
4. Is there anything you would do differently if you were to undertake this effort
again?
To have better curriculum and better communication between the teachers to
see if there were have been a better way to divide the students up.
5. What lessons were learned through this effort?
Enjoy the students while they are here in America and teach them a few basic
words to help them survive better when out shopping here.

6. Will this outreach effort continue and be sustaining? Did a new outreach
opportunity present itself?
We have decided to still have one teacher and keep looking to hopefully add a
new teacher in basic when and if the time arises.
7. What suggestions would you give to a congregation considering a similar effort?
One to realize you will have high turnover in your international students no
matter what level of English they speak. Make each student feel very welcome
and try to understand how they feel not speaking the language.

