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Hebrews 12:1–2

After much prayer, the decision
was made to continue with plans
for an in-person convention!!!!
®

Register now and find all the information you
need at www.lwml.org/2021-convention

From our Iowa West District President

Today I recalled good ole’ Missionary Gary’s famous motto
that we are NOT NORMAL! We sure have been living in “not
normal” times. However, it seems we may be seeing the light
at the end of the tunnel. Changes are happening, and let me list
a couple: we have almost all of our zones planning on a spring
event and we will be having an in person LWML Convention,

Introducing New
LWML IWD Secretary,
Rosemary Steffen
Hello to all my dear LWML
sisters! I am as surprised as
you that I am now the LWML
Iowa West District Secretary!
I live in rural Greenville and
am very much a country girl. I
am a member of First English
Lutheran Church in Spencer.
Our mission statement says we are to assist all women
in discovering and using our God given gifts through
LWML in thanksgiving and service to our Lord. I am so
very thankful for your help, prayers and support at this
time of learning.
I am looking forward to meeting with Samantha
Lee next week at Charter Oak. We both will have our
second Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine by then. I am going to
continue to pray Sam will be healed from this rare eyelid
condition called Benign Essential Blepharospasm. Let
us all send her a lot of healing and Love.
May God continue to bless you all through the Grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
- Rosemary Steffen

Did you hear?
The mites that national receives will now go 90% to
the mission goal and 10% to administration costs! The
division used to be 70%/30%. So, more of our mites
given will go directly to spreading the great news of our
wonderful Savior Jesus Christ!
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in Lexington, Kentucky, this
June. As we venture into this
post-COVID time, we need to be
mindful that everyone’s comfort/
safety levels will be at different
stages. This brings to mind what
has always been an unchanging
constant for us to lean and learn
from: God’s Word. I specifically
think of the Fruits of the Spirit.
Jane Morris
With the help of God, may we LWML - Iowa West District
President
all feel, show and give peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, especially during
this time. Peace and love to all!

Speaker’s Bureau List
Please check out the updated Speaker’s Bureau list
when you are planning in-person or virtual spring rallies
and meetings. The list is available on the website at
http://www.idwlcms.org/lwml

COMING SOON!!

Camp Okoboji Quilt Auction
& Craft Sale - June 19, 2021
We want your quilts or crafts in support of the Camp
Okoboji Quilt Auction and craft sale. Please have quilts to the
camp by May 22 to be included in the booklet. Craft items
can be brought the day of the auction. (Machine or hand
quilted quilts sell better than tied quilts.)
We also need buyers!! Plan to attend and support the camp
by purchasing a quilt. If you are not able to attend, you may
view the quilt photos online and call the camp office with a
proxy bid.
Thank you for your support of Camp Okoboji!
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Love?!
One of my favorite things to play with as a kid was LEGOs.
Getting to build something huge out of little blocks always
fascinated me. It’s something I continue to enjoy doing as
an adult, and I get to share that passion with my daughters
Emma and Ellie. But sometimes accidents happen. Sometimes
I misread the instructions and put it together wrong, and I
need to start over again. Or maybe the LEGO creation gets
bumped, and it falls to the floor and crashes. Then I need to
stoop down, find the pieces, and spend even more time than
before finishing the set.
I really enjoy LEGOs, but I don’t love them. The word ‘love’
is often overused in our day-to-day language. A man could
use the word ‘love’ to convey his unwavering affection for his
bride and his children. This makes love a powerful word. But
if they’re sitting down to dinner, and the same man excitingly
exclaims “You made tacos? I love tacos!” the word seems to
lose a bit of its significance.
I enjoy LEGOs. I enjoy putting the sets together, and I
cherish the time my daughters and I spend together building
things. But Some sets are so expensive I have no interest in
paying the required price. I’m willing to refuse to pay the
price because the truth is, while I’m fond of them, I don’t
love LEGOs.
God loves you. God’s love for you was first conveyed when
God created this world for you. In six days God meticulously
spoke everything into creation so you could have all the
things necessary for life. But then something happened. God
didn’t misread the instructions, God didn’t mess up, but His
creation was tarnished and broken when the Devil came and
spoke lies, leading to sin infecting all of God’s creation.
Holy Week reveals God’s continued love story. This is why
Jesus’ death on the cross is also referred to as ‘The Passion
of Christ.’ Jesus endured it because He was passionate about

saving you. When you were broken
by sin, God didn’t discard you. He
didn’t balk at the expense He would
have to pay for you to be restored
to Him. God paid the ultimate price,
the life of His Son Jesus, because
He loves you. The story of God’s
love for you did not end with Jesus’
death on Good Friday however.
Because Jesus rose from the
grave on Easter morning, God’s Rev. Kyle McBee
LWML IWD
love for you continues today, and
Junior
Counselor
for all time. God has given you the
Scriptures, which proclaim His love
story to you. He has lovingly given you the Church, where
He continues to care you by surrounding you with Christian
brothers and sisters, which gives us a glimpse of the joy
waiting for us in God’s Kingdom when we all gather at the
wedding feast of the Lamb.
Remember the power of words, understand the significance
the word ‘love’ means when we don’t dilute it by overuse,
and never forget: you are God’s child, and He loves you.

Coming this May:
Virtual Weekly Study
for LWML Iowa West District

This will replace the postponed 2020 Fall Retreat. Details will be released soon!

District Convention
June 16 - 18, 2022
at Camp Okoboji
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Gospel Outreach

Grant #8 – Lutheran Bible Translators- Rev. Carl Grulke - $5,000 - Paid in Full

This update comes from Katie Hogan at LBT. Pray for the Grulkes and all those involved in the
challenging work of translating God’s word into so many languages around the world.
“Carl and Kelsey had planned to come back to the US in 2020 for furlough beginning in April.
Their original flights were cancelled due to COVID, but they were able to get a flight to the US
at the end of May. Over the summer, they attended a virtual debriefing, which helped put their
thoughts into words regarding their first term in Botswana, as well as spending time in Concordia
at the Lutheran Bible Translators main office. The kids continued with virtual learning, receiving
work from their teachers in Botswana. They took time to reconnect as a family, as a couple, and
with their wider families. They visited churches – both virtually and in-person – to share about
their ministry in Botswana. They were even able to spend the holidays with their family in the
Tracy Stetzel
US! They returned to Botswana shortly after Christmas.
VP of Gospel Outreach
2021 is shaping up to be an exciting year for Bible translation in Botswana! The Shekgalagari
& Special Focus
translation team has been hard at
Ministries
work in their absence. They plan to
finish the final details on the Shekgalagari New Testament,
then send it off for final edits and printing. The Shiyeyi
translation team has the Gospel of Mark almost ready for
publication. They will be able to help with distribution of
that Gospel as the team continues to work on the rest of the
New Testament. The office in Maun is working and planning
towards becoming a resource center for the whole region for
Bibles and Bible studies in a variety of languages.”
As the Grulkes get back in to the swing of things in
Botswana, feel free to visit their page at https://lbt.org/
project/rev-carl-kelsey-grulke/

Stamps for Missions
During this “Stay at Home” time, I have been
working with the LWML stamps that various churches
have collected. THANKS, to all who continue to work
with this LWML project that benefits Mites. The rules
have been given out many times. If you are uncertain
about them, consult a previous eNews or contact me.
A major problem has been that many are trimmed
too closely and cannot be sold as they are missing
edges or corners. Others have been torn from
envelopes and have damaged backs. Guess what?
Damages stamps CANNOT BE SOLD.
A second problem is common stamps CANNOT BE
SOLD. Any coil stamp is common. Those with plate
numbers are ok. Confused? Ask at your post office if
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need be. And while you are at the post office, notice
the poster which illustrates all the new stamps for the
year. Most of these are the commemorative stamps
that sell. As is obvious, it is unusual stamps that sell.
PLEASE trim 1/4 inch all around, which is about the
width of a pencil. Both you and I put in too much time
with this to accomplish nothing.
Thanks again to those who collect stamps. Now-adays “snail mail” is not very popular and therefore
fewer stamps are being used. And there are fewer
stamp collectors, although there was a big convention
in Omaha last year.
Elaine Christensen • 712-582-3228
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Mission Servants

The LWML National Convention will be held in person this
June! My soul was doing a happy dance rejoicing in the joy
I felt upon hearing this news. I will be praying for our LWML
leaders as they continue to plan a safe convention for us. I
am so thankful to be able to attend this June and reconnect
with my sisters in Christ. I have included the “Gifts from the
Heart” items to collect and take to convention. If you are
unable to attend there are LWML sisters going who could
take a few items for you.
Assurance for Life Ministry: “Christ’s love, offered freely,
one-on-one, to envision the unique and sacred value of
each human being”. Assurance is a specialized health clinic
providing free medical services, compassionate counsel,
and support to individuals facing unplanned and often
crisis pregnancies. They also minister to those experiencing
issues from past abortions. The following items for infants
are needed.
Baby shampoo, soap and lotion. Baby bath towels and

Lutheran World Relief
I have been in contact with several people regarding
Lutheran World Relief Spring pick up dates. At this time
there will not be any locations for Spring. The good
news is that there are some that are going to schedule
a date later this summer/early fall. I will keep everyone
informed of dates when I know them. Keep on giving
to other organizations such as Orphan Grain Train, Ellie
Menz/IOWAY, and others around your area. If your
group has donated since the Fall report please fill out
the spring report and send it to me by May 10th. You
can send by email: bernardo@netamumail.com or mail
to 602 S. Smith St., Algona IA 50511. I was amazed by
the Fall donation reports, so keep on finding new ways
to help serve the Lord and his people in need.
Marilyn Bernardo
Mission Servants Chairman

Spencer LWR Ingathering
There will be an ingathering for LWR on August 7 at
the South Park Mall parking lot from 8-11 am in Spencer.
Donation of $25 to help pay trucking and loading requested.
Please mail checks to Sandy Langner 2850 310th Avenue
Dickens 51333. Call or email if you have any questions.
Cell#712-363-4658, email sewsam@yahoo.com.
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wash cloths, burp cloths, crib
sheets, laundry baskets (small
or collapsible) and disposable
diapers (size 3), wipes. New
onesies, sleepers, outfits, gowns,
coats, Sizes NB-12 months, and
new diaper bags.
Books and baby toys, such
as rattles and teething rings,
Marilyn Bernardo
along with small “First” Christian
Mission Servants
books—board books, vinyl books
Chair
and Arch books*. *Concordia
Publishing House is offering a special on Arch Books for
Convention. Books will be delivered directly to Lexington.
The deadline to place an order is May 23, 2021. Use the
promo code “GFTH” at checkout to receive the discounted
prices. Visit https:// books.cph.org/lwml-gifts-from-theheart and click “Order Online” to go directly to the registry
and select the books.
Food Bank Support—Concordia Seminaries Fort
Wayne and St. Louis. Gift cards to Walmart and Target in
denominations of $10, $20, and $25 are most appreciated.
MOST Ministries will accept used eyeglasses to support
their mission outreach.

Lexington or bust…

Bus and Convention Recap:
There is room on our LWML-IWD Windstar bus.
Please check and fill out the on-line registration:
https://forms.gle/m1MZ9Hhvjy55KETXA
or print and send it to with your $50.00 deposit (made
out to LWML IWD with bus deposit written on the memo
line) to save you a seat.
Questions? Contact Carmen J. Thiedeman
3896 O Avenue, Westside IA 51467
712-790-2982 • carmenthiedeman@gmail.com
Lexington or Bust Bus Chairman
Also, the national convention registration is available
online and discounted
early registration has
been extended until
April 14, 2021 which is
right around the corner.
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Rid Winter Cobwebs and Make Way
for Blossoming in the Spring
Hebrews 10:22: Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with
pure water.
Psalm 51:10: Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Each spring arrives in God’s perfect timing and this unique year is no different. The signs
of spring’s arrival are promising progress! Last week the brave, first crocuses appeared in my
flower bed, contrasting their pretty golden hues and green
leaves against the dull mulch. Several mornings I awoke to the
music of birds chirping loudly and the site of squirrels skipping
through branches (having eaten their fill of my bird seed!).
The refreshing sights and sounds of spring bring winter to a Carmen Thiedemen
VP Organizational
close and new life is welcomed in. Sweet breezes blow fresh air
Resources and
through open windows and the natural seasonal celebration is
Christian Life
ushered in.
As I’ve walked through the house, I’ve felt the itch. You know
the one? The desire to restore a crisp, clean feel to all surfaces, purging or refurbishing
the old and embracing the new. This urgency to scrub and de clutter every nook and
cranny encourages a new spirit of energy. I’m ready to join in by breaking out the Swiffers,
anti-bacterial wipes, and broom. In shopping for new cleaning and household supplies, I
even found new canning lids (sold to the highest bidder!)
Yesterday as I glanced at my iPhone calendar and checked Pinterest, it suggested “spring
cleaning,” I wondered about what might happen if I included thoughts of organizing and
reviving my soul and spirit alongside the house. As I get older, I have required lists among lists, so these thoughts quickly
expanded into a few points. How does one “spring clean” her spirit? By applying the methods of seasonal housekeeping,
the following ideas that came to mind I want to share.
• Purge any old attitudes and allow myself the freedom to move into a new season.
It’s easy to fall into maintaining a certain spirit continually, even if that train of thought doesn’t line up with God’s Word.
What if I asked God to remove this attitude and embraced newfound spiritual
independence to move forward?
• Ask Jesus to scrub my heart clean again as I request forgiveness and forgive
myself.
I remember hearing one of my dad’s sermons about keeping short accounts
with God. He explained that being close to Jesus meant not only forgiving others,
but embracing forgiveness for myself. What about enjoying His grace anew?
• Clean out the cobwebs of negative thoughts
As Lutheran Women in Mission, let’s grab a rag and dust “I can’t do this” and
“This will never work” right out of the corner and into the trash. Discarding
negative thoughts and adopting spiritual truths will deliver a renewed spirit.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to experience a vivacious, positive-thought life?!
• Take inventory of my spiritual routines and spruce them up as needed.
Restore stale relationships by connecting and showing love again. Call, email, or text a friend you haven’t seen in a
while.
This spring, let’s spend a little quiet time with God, maybe even while we’re dusting, ‘swiffering’, and de cluttering. Let’s
invite Him to show us what we might need to ‘clean up’ in order to grow deeper in our faith and closer to our Father.
Joshua 24:15: As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
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IOWA WEST LWML DONATION FORM
Zone Mission Servant Chair:

Date:

Phone Number:

Society:

Email Address:

Zone:

NOTE: Zone Chairs, send this report to the current LWML District Mission Servant, twice a year.

May 15th and November 15th
Items Collected

Orphan
Grain Train

IOWAY

Lutheran
World Relief

Other Places

Totals

Mercy Kits
Bedding
Quilts
Lap Robes
School Kits
Sewing Kits
Soap
Baby Care Kits (Layettes)
Bibles
Personal Care Kits
Men’s Clothing
Women’s Clothing
Children’s Clothing
Towel Kits

(Instructions on IWD Website)

Money/Gift Cards

# of People/Hours
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Halfway through the 2020-2022 LWML IWD Biennium!
Here’s where we stand:
LWML
Our mite goal for the 2020-2022
Iowa West
biennium is $214,200.00.
District
During the fiscal year ended
Mission
March 31, 2021, we collected total mites
of $89,126.11. This means we need to
Goal
collect $125,073.89 in mites during the
next fiscal year to reach our mite goal.

$214,200

Progress as of
March 31, 2021
2020-2022 Biennium

2020-2022 LWML IWD MISSION GRANTS:
$89,126.11

Paid $2,500 1. Orphan Grain Train, Central Iowa Branch 			
$10,000
2. Fin. Aid for IDW College Students Studying for F-T Church Work $25,000
3. Concordia Seminary Food Bank – St. Louis		
$12,000
Paid in Full
4. Serving Hungry Children of the World with Meals & the Gospel $12,000
Paid in Full
5. Agape Pregnancy Center, Des Moines 			
$5,000
6. Reaching “Invisible” Elders with the Gospel of Jesus 		
$20,000
7. Women in Service Helping Exclaim Salvation - W.I.S.H.E.S.
$20,000
8. Lutheran Bible Translators - Rev. Carl Grulke 		
$5,000
Paid in Full
9. Remembering Whose U R 						
$20,000
10. Ministry in Mission – Jacmel Lutheran Home 			
$10,000
Paid $3,600
11. Bringing Children to Jesus – Little Lambs Preschool Scholarships $7,200
Paid in Full 12. Her Health Women’s Ctr – Healthy Relationship Edu. ($29,000) $2,600.94
Paid in Full 13. Bringing Christ into the World Through Music ($10,000) $2,600.94
Individual Mites/Memorials January 2021 through March 2021
Memorials for Mites (75/25)		
Helen Lieb			$140.00
Jerry Bacon			$10.00
LaVon Mason			$10.00
June Zierke			$25.00
Elnora Dose			$10.00
Betty Senderling		$20.00
Donna Kluzek			$70.00
Charles Dose			$10.00
Linda Essing			$5.00
Kenneth Theesfeld		$5.00
Kathy Trucke			$10.00
Marilee Collins		$10.00
Mary Gronbach		$10.00
Arlene Moritz			$10.00
Marilyn Petersen		$10.00
Darlene Baedke		$50.00
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Betty Nelson			$50.00
Elaine Johnson		
$20.00
					$475.00
Memorials for District Grants (90-10)
Irma Maas			$100.00
Elaine Johnson		$20.00
Lucille Heinse			$10.00
					$130.00
Special Gifts for District Grants 100%
Board Meeting Mites		
$421.85
Helen Schulz			$5.00
Warden Overhue		$5.00
Irma Clausen			$10.00
Late Offering Received
$200.00
Immanuel-Rockwell City
$50.00
					$691.85
Grand Total Memorials/Gifts
$1,296.85
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Light That Endures Fund
You see an ad asking for volunteers to deliver to needy
families some coats, hats, and gloves that have been
purchased by a local charity. You volunteer to make six
deliveries. At each home, the families shower you with
praise for these thoughtful gifts. All day long you keep
reminding them that you are only the messenger, and
that the gifts really came from the charity.
In a way, this story is a true parallel to our lives as
we dispense God’s gifts, whether that be caring for
our families, supporting ministries that share Jesus or
sharing something with a neighbor who lives next door.
Since all the gifts in our lives are God’s gifts, we find
ourselves constantly reminding those who thank us that
we are simply sharing God’s things with them. We are
not really being generous. We are not leaving a personal
legacy. We are simply being faithful stewards with God’s
gifts, following through on the good works He prepared
in advance for us to do, for which He prepared us with
His gifts.
St. Paul wrote in Galatians 3, “So whatever you do,

Mission
Statement
As Lutheran
Women in
Mission, we
joyfully proclaim
Christ, support
missions, and
equip women
to honor God by
serving others.

Elected Officers
President				
VP Organizational Resources		
& Christian Life
VP of Gospel Outreach 		
& Special Focus Ministries		
Secretary				
Financial Secretary			
Treasurer				
Senior Counselor			
Junior Counselor			
Nominating Committee Chairman
Appointed personnel
Christian Life Chairman		
Christian Life Vice Chairman		
Mission Servants Chairman		
Mission Servants Vice Chair		
Leader Development Chairman
Leader Development Vice Chair
Structure Committee Chairman
Editor/Information Tech Chairman
Parliamentarian			
Historian				

Page 9 • April/May 2021

whether in word or deed, DO IT ALL in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him.” That perspective reflects a heart captured by
God’s grace, intent on sharing that grace with everyone.
Through His gifts God saves with His Gospel.
If you would like to talk about giving perspectives, contact
me, your LWML Gift Planning Advocate. I can assist you
with expressing your faith through your Christian Estate
Plan. LWML provides free, professional Christian estate
planning services. I can be reached at 1-515-360-0709.

Jane Morris		
Carmen Thiedeman

janemorrislwml@gmail.com
carmenthiedeman@gmail.com

Tracy Stetzel		

stetz@netins.net

Rosemary Steffen
Ruth Downey		
Nancy Goddard
Rev. Merle Mahnken
Rev. Kyle McBee
Deb Osborn		

kellrose@hughes.net
rprochas@aol.com
iwdlwmltreasurer@gmail.com
immansch@iowatelecom.net
pastor.k.mcbee@gmail.com
ozzieplus1@yahoo.com

Cheryl Wichtendahl
Jeanette Hinkeldey
Marilyn Bernardo
Sandy Langner		
Breanna Wetzer
Hannah Duff		
Marilyn Kuehnast
Lisa Wilson		
Marilyn Schroeder
Annette Gebert

mamawick@aol.com
hinkeldeyharmonies@gmail.com
bernardo@netamumail.com
sandylangner57@gmail.com
brwetzler@gmail.com
hascha01@wsc.edu
dmk61966@ncn.net
lisawilsonlwml@gmail.com
marilyns1744@gmail.com
gbfarms@iowatelecom.net
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