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Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

CALL RECEIVED
Rev. Jonathan Conner, Zion, Manning, to Trinity, Bay City (Monitor), MI.
CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Todd Bunge, Beautiful Savior, Polk City to Redeemer, Warsaw, IN.
Rev. Jonathan Conner, Zion, Manning, to St. Paul, Lapeer, MI.
Rev. Andrew Johnson, Trinity, Manilla, to St. Paul’s, Havana, IL.
Rev. Bruce Lesemann, St. John, Storm Lake, to St. John, Deer Lodge, MT.
COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
CALL ACCEPTED
Tia Pugh, Mt. Olive, Des Moines, to Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines.
CALL DECLINED
Brady Laib, First, Papillion, NE, to Zion, Humboldt.

Calendar of Events
July 5...Independence Day Holiday, District Office Closed
July 13...Concordia Health Plan Workshop (online)
July 15...Concordia Health Plan Workshop (online)
July 27...New Pastor Orientation, District Office, Fort Dodge
Follow Iowa District West on these social media websites.
www.facebook.com/
IowaDistrictWest

Iowa District West, LCMS
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

www.twitter.com/
IowaWest

www.youtube.com/user/
IowaDistrictWest

515.576.7666
sue@iowadistrictwest.org
www.idwlcms.org

Please note: The inclusion of items from outside sources in The Messenger is for information
purposes only. Inclusion of such items does not constitute District endorsement.

Opportunity to Help with VBS in HONG KONG from Your Home

On a Mission
to Support
Christ’s Mission!

Sunday, July 18-Thursday, July 22
and/or
Sunday, July 25-Thursday, July 29
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Urbandale, is excited to host Summer Vacation Bible School over Zoom for our friends in Hong Kong! More than
3,500 Hong Kong children will be exposed to native English speakers
and our culture and we will share a whole lot of Jesus and fun! A wellplanned list of activities and resources will be provided for each leader,
which go along with the Bible theme for the evening. We will also come
together via Zoom with other leaders on occasion to share ideas.
More information: https://gdlc.church/hong-kong-vbs/

July 2021
409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with
joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now (Philippians 1:3-5).
When Paul refers to his ‘partners’ in Philippi, he uses
the Greek word koinōnia. This word is sometimes translated fellowship, joining together, and, of course, partnership. It is always used with a sense of a shared relationship. Partnership is a great word when referring to our shared work
among congregations, church workers and Iowa District West. This
partnership may be two or more neighboring congregations being
served by one pastor. It could be circuit congregations joining together
to fund a missionary, either locally or internationally. The Lutheran day
schools in Iowa District West are all supported through partnerships in
one way or another. Simply put, congregations can accomplish more
through ministry partnerships than they can on their own.
Instead of seeing other congregations as competition or worrying about
how working with another church might cause us to compromise on
things like time for worship or programs, we need to be asking; how can
we work together efficiently for the sake of the Gospel? Iowa District
West is committed to cultivating healthy ministry partnerships. We support and encourage collaboration in a way that strengthens the overall
ministries in our communities.
Always in Grace,
Pastor Steve Turner, President

Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
A GREAT DEAL GOT EVEN BETTER
New for 2021, those who donate to ILSTO will receive a 75% state tax
credit. For example, a donation of $5,000 will generate a voucher for
$3,750 state tax credit. In addition, 25% may also be a Federal income
tax charitable contribution. A donor is able to designate which Iowa
Lutheran School they would like their donation to benefit. Wouldn’t it be
great to help a student attend a Lutheran school instead of paying
taxes? Also, a change for 2021, donations will stay at the designated
school up to 70% of need. By reaching our goal, ILSTO would be able to
assist more students attending Iowa Lutheran Schools: increase enrollment, provide ministry with the community, and share the Gospel with
more children and their families. Now that’s something to think about.
Call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 for more information.
Iowa District West Camp/Youth Gathering Scholarships
Assistance for those who need financial aid is available from the district
for youth attending camps at Camp Okoboji and for district youth gatherings. The application should be filled out by the pastor or church worker
from the congregation of which the applicant is a member. Applications
are then sent to the district office.
Click on the link and select “Youth Events Financial Aid.”
http://idwlcms.org/forms-and-links.php
Calendar of Events
July 5...Independence Day Holiday, District Office Closed
July 13...Concordia Health Plan Workshop (online)
July 15...Concordia Health Plan Workshop (online)
July 27...New Pastor Orientation, District Office, Fort Dodge
For more information on Iowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php
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Education Youth Family Life
Rhonda J. Mohr Assistant to the President 515-573-0010
rhonda@iowadistrictwest.org

Church workers across Iowa
District West share the joys they
have serving in church work as a
career. Please consider sharing
this video with your congregation.
It is our hope this video will inspire young people to consider
fulltime ministry as a vocation.
See the video here: https://youtu.be/7hdgAPOTH0o

DISTRICT EDUCATION CONFERENCES
Iowa Early Childhood Conference – August 6
Theme: Masterpiece in the Making
Location: Gloria Dei, Urbandale
Registration information has been sent.
Registration Deadline – July 15.

Iowa Lutheran Teachers Conference – October 21-22
Theme: VISION 2020 Focus on the Ministry
Location: Sheraton-West Des Moines
Registration information will be given at the August
Principals Meeting

District Youth Gatherings
Please begin promoting these two gatherings in your congregation.

Jr. Youth Gathering
October 23-24
Sheraton – West Des Moines
Cost - $ 150
Registration information will be
mailed in August.

Sr. Youth Gathering
November 19-21
Holiday Inn at the Airport
Des Moines
Cost - $235
Registration information will be
mailed in August.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!
Characteristics of a Healthy Church – A Passion for the
Disengaged
The young salesperson was disappointed about losing a big sale, and as he talked with
his sales manager he lamented, "I guess it just proves you can lead a horse to water,
but you can't make him drink." The manager replied, "Son, take my advice: your job is
not to make him drink. Your job is to make him thirsty." So, it is with evangelism. Our
lives should be so filled with Christ that they create a thirst for the Gospel. (Preaching,
November-December 1985)
This illustration sounds so simplistic and yet profound. What should be our goal in
evangelism? Our goal is to present the Gospel in such a way that people are thirsty for
more. What are some of the challenges?
1. Complacency is the death of evangelism.
Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord! (Romans 12:11 ESV)
What do you do if you don’t have a passion? Or, what do you do if your passion is low?
What we need to do first is pray that we align our heart with the heart of God. We see
God’s heart clearly in Matthew 18:10-14 (ESV).
Don’t be cruel to any of these little ones! I promise you that their angels are always with
my Father in heaven. Let me ask you this. What would you do if you had a hundred
sheep and one of them wandered off? Wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine on the hillside
and go look for the one that had wandered away? I am sure that finding it would make
you happier than having the ninety-nine that never wandered off. That’s how it is with
your Father in heaven. He doesn’t want any of these little ones to be lost.
God can cultivate a passion in us for the disengaged. In the end, what gets our attention
gets us engaged. Our priorities are what will shape and characterize our ministry.
Before we can be a church with a passion for lost people, we must begin with “wanting
to” (thirst) before we can move to the “how to” (strategy).

2. A passion for the lost leads to a sense of urgency about the Gospel.
For most, when the topic of evangelism comes up it makes us nervous. My first
experience was in Eureka, Missouri, an outer ring suburban city of St. Louis. My
seminary class did a weekend evangelism training event. We were given the Kennedy
evangelism questions as ice breakers. The first one was, “If you die tonight, are you
sure you would go to heaven?” For those who have not met me, imagine a six-foot fiveinch Black man. That introduction can be a bit intimating. Imagine the prospect of death
at your front door, how open are you to beginning a faith conversation? I never got
around to the second question in most cases. This was not a great confidence builder
for a mission-minded seminary student.
If evangelism makes you nervous, it might help to study carefully how Jesus interacted
with people.
•
•
•
•
•

Whom did He meet?
How did He connect with them?
Where did the encounters take place?
Who initiated contact?
What happened in the conversation?

Like Jesus' original followers, Christians today are sent into the world to be His
witnesses. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
•
•

•

In the Gospels in nine cases, Jesus initiated the conversations. Examples: a
Samaritan woman (John 4:7-42); a crippled beggar (John 5:1-15).
In 25 instances, another party started the discussion. Jesus responded to other
people's inquiries. Examples: a rich young ruler (Matt. 19:16-30); a demoniac
(Mark 5:1-20); Jairus, a synagogue ruler (Mark 5:21-43); a hemorrhaging woman
(Mark 5:24-34).
Where did the conversation take place? Many Jesus' interactions occurred in the
workplace. Examples: with James and John (Matt. 4:21-22); with a Samaritan
woman (John 4:7-42); with a lame man (John 5:1-15).

The lesson for us from Jesus is that evangelism happens naturally. It happens as we
live life, engage in everyday conversations, at work, at home, and organically. Pray that
you recognize the opportunities to share Jesus with the lost and disengaged. And
evangelism will become like breathing, a normal everyday way of life.

Rev. B. Keith Haney
Assistant to the President for Missions, Human Care, and Stewardship
Blog: http://alightbreaksthrough.org
keith@iowadistrictwest.org
515-573-0053 (cell)
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BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS

Iowa District West Congregations’ Mission Receipts
Month Ending May 2021
Anticipated Amount

$113,500

Actual Receipts

$119,603

Fiscal Year-to-Date Receipts
Anticipated Amount

$454,000

Actual Receipts

$465,874

Over (under) anticipated amount

$11,874

Use of Mission Receipts
Remitted to Synod (45%)

$204,300

Balance for District programs & ministries

$261,574

Total Receipts

$465,874

Mission Receipts Compared with Last Year
Month ending May 2021

$465,874

Month ending May 2020

$454,266

Over (under) last year

$11,608

Partners in the Gospel - Monthly Mission Moment
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission,
ministry, and administration areas? The District budget includes 60% for missions, 26% for various
ministries (student financial aid, congregation support, education, human care and stewardship) and 14%
for administration and support services (only 14 cents of every dollar goes towards administration
expenses). Just like in the church, District has many of the same administrative expenses. Some of these
areas include office staff salaries, benefits, and travel; annual audit; office equipment/supplies; utilities,
maintenance, and insurance (note: your congregation could receive insurance savings with Brotherhood
Mutual Insurance – more details are available online regarding the District insurance partner –
www.idwlcms.org/insurance-resources.php.)

Stewardship Spark - by Ron Chewning - www.StewardshipAdvisors.org – 248.644.6150
July 4th is a special time of the year when we express our gratitude for the
privilege that we have to live in this great country. We recognize that our
freedom has been won at great cost. Much blood was shed and many lives were
lost. At this time of year, we honor those who fought to liberate us. Our spiritual
freedom, too, was won at great cost. We were slaves to the Law which we could
never fulfill, but Christ satisfied its requirements for us. He shed His blood and
gave His life to pay the penalty for the sin we incurred. Let us honor Him as we
express our gratitude by sharing with others the message of our freedom in Christ.

Concordia Plan Services (CPS) Workshops
Health care in today’s world continues to change and it is hard to keep up on the
complexities of the health care options. Anyone interested in learning more about all
the Concordia Health Plan options, special coverages, and what is new for 2022 is
encouraged to attend a workshop this summer. The District has partnered with CPS
and is offering two online education opportunities focusing on healthcare:
July 13 10 am
July 15 4 pm
Mark your calendar for Employer Elections! The health plan enrollment timeline for 2022 health care option
offerings is August 2 - September 3. Additional information will be shared at the workshop. The annual health
election materials and rates will be mailed in July (note: the average 2022 rate increase is 6.2%). Register online
for the summer “town hall” meetings: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CPSHELP
Any time of year, you can explore a wealth of information online at www.concordiaplans.org or log into your
employer portal. Also, the Congregational Treasurer’s Manual, Chapter 4, has a plethora of information at
www.lcms.org/ctm.

CPS COVID-19 Legislative Resources
Do you have questions about the employee retention credit, paid sick and family leave, or the Paycheck Protection
Program? Resources about the provisions of COVID-19 legislation are updated regularly on the CPS website. The
website was recently reorganized to provide quicker and easier access to the information you need.
Christianity Today also has a good resource online.

Safety & Security Seminar - Keep Your Church Safe!
In the wake of violent events the last several years, many pastors and church leaders are looking for information to
help make church facilities safer. Providing a safe environment for the people who attend church services and
activities is one of our greatest responsibilities and challenges in today’s society. Plan now to attend the
Brotherhood Mutual Church Safety & Security Seminar on Thursday, October 28 at St. Paul, Fort Dodge (note
revised date). This all-day training is essential for every congregation. Watch for more information.

Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Fall Conference
The Iowa District West Secretarial/Administrative Assistants Conference Committee
has an excellent program planned for Tuesday, September 21, in Fort Dodge. The
theme, based on Romans 10:15, will focus on Effective Communication (including
newsletters).
Speakers include: President Rev. Dr. Steve Turner, Rev. Jonathan Conner (Sr Pastor,
Zion, Manning), and Ken Ohlemeyer (Sr Manager, Concordia Publishing House).
Also, Brenda Clark Hamilton, educational and motivational speaker, will talk about communication and a current
popular topic – “Recalculating - Skills for when Life’s GPS Takes an Unexpected Turn.” More details and
conference brochure will be shared this summer.

Religious Freedom Challenges Facing America
With changes in the culture today, ministries need to be legally prepared for the
changes that are taking place, especially if the Equality Act becomes law (which
does not include any religious exemptions). President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
joined with other religious leaders in asking the U.S. Secretary of Education to
preserve protections for faith-based student organizations on public college campuses. President Harrison’s
Equality Act statement is also online.
Congregation leaders are invited to consider Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) Church Alliance Membership.
ADF is a proven advocate and defender of religious liberties. To learn more and partner with Church Alliance,
click here.
Sherri Huston, regional director at ADF Church Alliance, would be happy to speak with you about the ways they
can serve your congregation. You can contact her at shuston@adflegal.org or 480.388.8263.

Health

What’s in the Concordia
Health Plan For You?
Learn about the 2022 Options
Concordia Plan Services wants you to be able to focus on
what matters most to you — ministry, family, well-being. The
CHP is able to help you do just that!
Learn what the comprehensive CHP can provide. With the
CHP, you have a variety of coverage options to choose from.
A member of the CPS Team would love the opportunity to
tell you more about the options and the benefits available
to you.

Questions? Contact Roger Curtis
at 515-576-7666 or email
Roger@IowaDistrictWest.org
Learn more:

ConcordiaPlans.org

Please Join Us
Health care is a big decision. What is the
best plan option? Plan now to attend a
workshop this summer:

• July 13 – 10 am
• July 15 – 4 pm
All sessions are about 1 hour
Mark your calendar and join us for these
FREE workshops!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CPSHELP
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Ellie Menz
IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator
807 W. South, Jefferson, IA 50129
ellie@iowadistrictwest.org
515-370-1159

God’s Puzzle
There are many ways to share God’s love each day with our family, in our church, and in our
community. Sometimes, how we share it may start out looking like a puzzle with many missing
pieces. The great thing is that God does not see it as we see it. He already knows all the
missing pieces. He drops in one piece at a time.
Starting to make a quilt may seem like a puzzle
until the quilter decides what the finished quilt
should look like and then the fun of putting all the
pieces together begins. Pictured are Gert Drost
and Donna Smidt from Lake View, Iowa. They are
amazing as they made and bound 54 beautiful
quilt tops last year.
The quilters of Emmanuel, Lake View; St. Peter,
Sac City; Faith, Early; and Peace, Wall Lake were
busy despite the slowdown from COVID. Nine to twelve faithful servants tied these beautiful
quilts. They met three or four times during the winter months to tie the quilts. Of course,
where there are Lutherans, there is food. Donna Smidt shared, “Following each morning of
tying quilts, we enjoyed a wonderful time of food and fellowship.”
Another IOWAY outreach involved many puzzle pieces. The end-result was a vehicle full of
thousands of rolled bandages and hundreds of infant knitted hats. This was another of our
IOWAY Pony Express adventures! Many bandages and hats were made by the CIA (Christians In
Action) from St. Paul, Webster City. Larry Hicks, Holy Trinity, Farnhamville knitted hundreds of
infant hats. Contributing to the load were items from Trinity, Des Moines; Trinity, Van Meter;
and Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines.
Pictured is Ann Bass, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, West Des
Moines who was the fearless driver to Global Health Ministries (GHM)
near Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Ann shared, “The day I delivered our load of preemie knitted hats,
bandages, baby burp cloths and baby quilts to Global Health Ministries
located in Fridley, Minnesota, they were packing a shipping container
heading to Madagascar, Africa! It was exciting to know just where all our
donated items were heading!

“Global Health Ministries believe that all people, no matter how remote their village, should
have the opportunity to thrive. GHM partners in 13 countries around the world (Africa, Asia,
and Central America) sharing resources to improve access to health for some of the world’s
most vulnerable people. They have partnered for decades in resource-poor settings and have
created deep relationships. They journey together with our brothers and sisters in Christ, where
Lutheran churches manage hospitals, clinics, and grassroots efforts which all focus on improving
the health of even the most vulnerable.
“I would encourage any church group - young or old - to help support this ministry of Global
Health Ministries. Gather your sewers and knitters. ANYONE can wrap bandages from white
cotton sheets! Make it a party! COVID is behind us... time to gather and help others!”
Needed items: * Rolled Bandages * Newborn Kits * Hospice Kits * Linens * Quilts *
* Baby Blankets * Baby Caps * Canes/crutches/walkers/wheelchairs *
* General Medical Supplies
Contact me for free bandage rollers and additional information.
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LIFETIME MISSIONARY CERTIFICATES AWARDED AT MISSION CENTRAL
ON MAY 24, 2021!
Never, in the 27-year history of Mission Central, have such special awards been given! On
May 24, with a large crowd present, two young missionaries were awarded lifetime
missionary certificates.
Yes, 9-year-old Judah Kaiser from Glenwood, Iowa, the son of Rev. Seth and Kate Kaiser,
and 9-year-old Noah Kaiser from York, Nebraska, the son of Rev. Ben and Kelli Kaiser, were
awarded their certification as LIFETIME MISSIONARIES!
Fully qualified and certified, these young men received their awards during a special
ceremony! These missionaries are pictured holding their certificates. Immediately following
the ceremony, the entire group went to the Barn Museum where the 2 missionaries and
Sophie, sister of Missionary Noah Kaiser, were dressed in hats from China and Mongolia to
indicate the Lord’s message and command to: “Go into ALL THE WORLD” in Mark 16:15.
It was one of the most special events in the history of the Lord’s Mission Central. We will
NEVER forget this special day!

JUNE 2021 STARTS WITH A “BANG” AND LARGE GROUP TOUR!
Recently, I heard from some dear friends who said, “Our church hasn’t opened up yet,
because of this virus.” It is amazing how many groups and organizations have NOT YET
OPENED UP!
What a JOY at the Lord’s Mission Central to be able to welcome more and more people for
tours and special times together! On June 1, we were so delighted to welcome a large group
from Charter Oak, Ricketts, and Ute, Iowa for a tour.
This group, pictured in front of our Barn, came for a tour of the office, the Lord’s Creation
Theater, and the Barn Museum! It was a HUGE JOY to welcome these dear friends, and to
see how interested these missionaries were to hear and see the amazing things that God has
given to us at this MIRACLE PLACE. It was a day that we will long remember.

MISSIONARY JOHN WOLF FROM KENYA EAST AFRICA AT MISSION
CENTRAL!
God sends missionaries from ALL OVER
THE WORLD to HIS Mission Central to
report on the work that He has called
them to do in bringing the love of Jesus
to countries in total darkness.
On June 5, 2021, Veteran Missionary
John Wolf from Kenya East Africa came
in person to present his story and show
pictures of how the Lord is working in
Africa.

A wonderful group of people came to pray for John and to hear his report. It was a JOY to
have him at Mission Central. Pictured is the group that prayed for him and sent him off to
his calling in Kenya.

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Rev. J. P. Cima and Family
Cambodia
Sunday, July 18, 2021
10:30 AM

Rev. Nathaniel & Emma Jensen
Germany
Saturday, July 31, 2021
1 PM

Rev. David Baker & Family
Asia

Saturday, August 21, 2021
6 PM

Erin Mackenzie
Dominican Republic
Saturday, September 25, 2021
1 PM

Missionary Teacher Ben Helge
Czech Republic
Saturday, September 25, 2021

1:30 PM

Rev. James & Christel Neuendorf

Puerto Rico
Saturday, October 9, 2021
1 PM

Mission Central – LCMS World Mission
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034
712-882-1029

Gary Thies (gary.thies@lcms.org)
www.missioncentral.us
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!AMIGOS EN CRISTO!
News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en
Cristo: Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Vacancy Pastor Daniel Vogel, Denison, Iowa

PASTOR PEDRO LOPEZ IS
INSTALLED IN DENISON!
We are so grateful to the Lord that Pastor Pedro
Lopez has been installed as Iowa District West
Hispanic pastor to serve our Hispanic ministries in
western Iowa, specifically in Denison and Storm
Lake. He was installed as our new missionary pastor
on June 13 at Zion, Denison. This was a historic
day for our ministries among the Hispanic immigrants of western Iowa. Following the bilingual service, a special Hispanic fellowship meal was served
in order to have an opportunity to visit with Pastor
Pedro, his wife Francesca (Paquita) and their family.
IDW President Steve Turner officiated at the service and I translated the Installation order. The
Rev. Keith Haney preached and the Rev. Henry
Witte translated. Ten area pastors also participated
in the bilingual service. Ruthie Witte of the Sioux
City Hispanic ministry played the organ and Humberto Diaz of our Storm Lake Hispanic ministry
played popular guitar music for the reception. It
was a great day of celebration with representation
from our three Hispanic churches as well as supportive members of local and District churches.
Please pray for our new direction under Pastor
Lopez. He will be working with some of the fastest
growing mission fields in our state. We are blessed
to have an experienced pastor/missionary to guide
our Hispanic ministries.

Iowa District
West, LCMS

JULY 2021

THE LOPEZ INSTALLATION at
Amigos en Cristo
Following the worship service of Pastor Lopez’s
Installation, we enjoyed a special reception Hispanic meal with the family of Pastor Pedro and
Paquita (center). Their family is pictured above
with IDW President Steve Turner. Pedro and
Paquita have four adult children, from left: Jackie
with husband Riley; Alex with wife Britani and
their girls; and at right Mark with wife Alyssa and
their children. They all live in the Racine, Wisconsin area where they grew up. Pastor Lopez served
as pastor there for 14 years. Their son, Edward,
was unable to attend. Pastor Lopez was born in
Michoacán, Mexico and came to the U.S. in 1984.
In Chicago, he worked various jobs and studied.
His goal was to learn English and become a bilingual school teacher upon his return to Mexico.
But the Lord had other plans. He was confirmed
as a Lutheran in 1986 and soon began working as
a lay pastor. He was ordained in 1988 and has
served as pastor for over 25 years in Wisconsin.
He most recently served 11 years at New Life Lutheran Church in Alexandria, Virginia.
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THE BAPTISM OF GIOVANNI
Last month, at Amigos en Cristo, we had the
privilege of baptizing Giovanni Sebastian
Munoz, the son of Jocelyn (far right) and Juan
(far left). Jocelyn grew up with her family in
our Hispanic church. She also attended Zion
Lutheran School from Preschool to 8th grade.
Her parents, Juan Carlos and Yolanda Morales,
were two of the first contacts in our ministry
more than 20 years ago. It is such a blessing to
see our children grow in the faith and raise
their own children in the faith.

FAREWELL TO ELISEO
We fondly remember Eliseo Rizo, one of our
first contacts in Denison. Eliseo passed away
last month after years of struggling with cancer. In his final months, he returned to be
with his family in Mexico where he died with
Maru, his faithful wife, at his side. Eliseo was a
long-time worker at the Farmland pork plant
in Denison. While Eliseo was a quiet man, he
served as the Vice President at Amigos en
Cristo where he and his wife were respected
by all members. He will be missed by our
church family and the community.

THANKS from our churches in Denison and Storm Lake
We are grateful for the churches and the individuals who have supported our ministry either with special donations or by Thrivent Choice dollars. We pray you will continue this support as many of you have done
in the past years. If you have any questions as to how you can support
our Hispanic ministry, especially with Thrivent Choice dollars, please
contact me, your local Thrivent Financial representative or call Thrivent
at 800-847-4836. May God bless you all in the summer months.

Rev. Daniel Vogel
Cell: 712-309-1292
E-mail:
daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

PLEASE PRAY: + In thanksgiving for the Installation of Pastor Lopez and for his ministry among us. + For this new year with Pastor Lopez that God would guide our Hispanic
ministries to a new vision together. + For young mothers, Adriana and Joceyln, who have
or are making plans to baptize their little ones in the Christian faith. + For Maru, Maria
and Marta and all the sick and struggling with family losses that they would turn to the
Lord in their time of struggle. + For our Hispanic ministries in Sioux City under Pastor
Flo, and also in Des Moines where Pastor Lincon Guerra has taken a Call to Texas.
In thanksgiving for the mission hearts of the many individuals and congregations
of Iowa District West who support the Lord’s four Hispanic ministries in Iowa.

Pastor Paul Flo

pastorpaulflo@gmail.com
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SIOUXLAND
HISPANIC MINISTRY
Summer Activities

Prayers
• Even though
Carmen is currently
in remission, the
doctors say that she
will have to
continue
chemotherapy for
the rest of her life.
Pray that God would
give her strength
and minimal side
effects.
• For Rolando as he
pursues various
projects to help
people in Perú.
• For the safety of
Jackeline’s family
in Guatemala.

For the Calendar
Our next quarterly
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry meeting will
be Tuesday,
September 7 at
6:30 pm. Please
join us!
Hope Lutheran Church

S

ummer (and its heat) has arrived and it’s been good
to be back to some pre-COVID activities; parks and
pools are open, Vacation Bible School (VBS) is in
action, and end-of-school celebrations fill the air.  


In the photo above, you see many of our ESL (English
as a Second Language) students and teachers who came
together for our summer fiesta. It was a time to celebrate
our dedicated students and give thanks to our wonderful
teachers who volunteer two evenings each week to help
our Hispanic neighbors with their language learning and
citizenship exam preparation. We look forward to
beginning our program again in the fall!


We are currently in the middle of our Vacation Bible
School. Our theme is God’s Wonder Lab and I have the
chance to teach close to 40 children about Jesus’ miracles
each morning before breaking off into activities. The kids
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Supporting
Siouxland Hispanic
Ministry
As we move forward
into 2021, we continue
seeking more financial
stability. If financially
supporting a specific
ministry is something
you or your
congregation have been
considering, please
keep us in mind. Don’t
forget to add us to your
daily prayer list!


Interested in
Supporting?
If you’d like to
support our
Hispanic ministry in
Siouxland, please
send aid to the
address on the
bottom of the page.
Please make checks
payable to Hope
Lutheran Church
with “Hispanic
Ministry” on the
memo line. 
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are captivated during the Bible stories and never cease
to amaze me with how many details they remember.
So far, they have learned about Jesus’ first miracle at
Cana, His stroll on the water with Peter, and His
raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead.  


Each day, we have the chance to donate money
for this year’s mission project: supporting Pastor
Gary and Steph Schulte in Africa. Pastor Mike Awe
of our English speaking congregation has a knack for
coming up with extra “incentives” for the fundraiser
—perhaps you remember the crazy hairdos from last
year? This year, if the goal of $2,500 is met, he has
promised to eat a nice, big, juicy, live, nightcrawler.
As you can imagine, the children (and adults!) are
happy to contribute to the effort! He’s trying to rope
me into the same if we reach $5,000. We’ll see…
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In the photo to the
right, you see two familiar
faces—Fátima and Jasmine
— enjoying some post-lunch
play at a local park. I
continue my weekly studies
with them and their brother,
Angel. This year, Fátima
gets to be a helper at VBS
since she’s nearly a teenager.
She’s enjoying the feeling of
being more adult-like and
helping out with the kiddos. 

In other exciting
news, we are just about to
confirm three new members of our Hispanic Lutheran Church! I’ve been working with
Yessenia (Mexico), Valia (Cuba), and Jackeline (Guatemala) for nearly two years.
We’ve studied at least once a week—typically twice—for all this time and I have had
the joy of watching them grow in their knowledge of God’s Word and all that Jesus has
done for them. More news on this to come! 


That’s it for now. May our Lord bless you and keep
you and thank you for your continued prayers and
financial support of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!  	
—Pastor Paul Flo —

Hope Lutheran Church

218 West 18th Street

South Sioux City, NE 68776

 


“Freedom in Christ”
John 8:34-36
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”
As Americans, we are proud of our great and beautiful
country. We celebrate the freedom we have here in the
United States. We remember the founding fathers of our
country who sacrificed their lives for our liberty and
declared the independence of our land against the
monarch of Britain. We should never forget the freedom we
have is not free at all.
We also remember the attacks by the terrorists 20 years
ago (09/11/2001). They hijacked four commercial airliners
and crashed into the Twin Towers in New York City and the
Pentagon in D.C. Suddenly, we realized that our enemies
were much closer than we thought; and our freedom was in
jeopardy. Today, the soldiers of our military and the law
enforcements of our country have restlessly protected us
so that we can keep our freedom. We should never forget
the freedom we have is not free at all.
Since last year, the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic has
claimed more than 600,000 lives in the United States.
People were living in fear, and we lost our freedom to do
simple things like shaking hands and hugging friends. On
top of them, we could not eat in restaurants, children had to
stay home for online learning, elderly people were confined

in the nursing facilities, and many people had to work from
home. We give thanks for the health workers who tirelessly
saved many people’s lives and for the medical researchers
who diligently developed the vaccines. Today, we once
again have the freedom to do many things. We should
never forget the freedom we have is not free at all.
Do you realize that there is another freedom that we have
been taking for granted? The freedom in Jesus Christ.
Ever since the Fall of Adam and Eve, sin has entered into
the world and we human beings are under the curse and
consequences of sin. We have become slaves to sin. But
God loved us, and He did not want to see us continue to
live under no hope and future. For this, He sent His only
Son Jesus Christ into the world to die for us on the cross so
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
St. Paul says in Romans 8:1-2, “There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from
the law of sin and death.”
By the blood of Jesus, through Holy Baptism, we are set
free and become children of God. We should not take our
freedom in Christ for granted but use it for what God has
intended us to do.
Apostle Peter reminds us with these words, “But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but

now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” (1 Peter
2:9-12)

THE LAMPLIGHTER

May we thank God for the freedom we have in Jesus Christ
all the time and proclaim the excellencies of our God in our
words and actions. Amen.
Prayer: Gracious and ever-loving God, we thank and
praise You for the freedom we have in You and also the
freedom we celebrate in our nation. As Your grace has
been sufficient for Your people throughout all time, grant
that it be sufficient for us as well for Your power is made
perfect in our weaknesses; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Rev. Kenny Hsu
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Sioux City
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Camp Okoboji News
Sunday Morning
Worship

Omelet Brunch Sundays
July 4

September 5

August 1

October 3

Worship Services start
at 9:45am
Services run from
May 30 - September 5

For more information, visit our website
campokoboji.org
or
call the Camp Office at
712-337-3325

Upcoming Events
J.O.Y. Camp 2

July 8-11

Jr. High Week

July 11-17

Cub Week 2

July 18-24

Youth Week

July 25-31

Administrative Office
409 Kenyon Road Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501
phone: 515-573-3138/fax: 515-573-3130
info@LutheranFamilyService.org
www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Protect Life Amendment Passes First Hurdle
Thank God—& Thank Your Legislators Who Voted to Protect Life!
Iowa’s House and Senate members worked together toward an
amendment to the constitution,
the Protect Life Amendment, that
will eventually correct a 2018 Iowa Supreme Court decision that
found a "constitutional right to
abortion" in Iowa.
That one judicial decision made it
impossible to pass any legislation
limiting abortion in Iowa. The Protect Life Amendment was critical
in laying a foundation for protection of unborn Iowans. But, this is
only the first step.
A constitutional amendment must
pass two General Assemblies,
this being the first. Then, it must
be passed by a simple majority of
Iowans. Final passage of the Protect Life Amendment will be in
2023 at the earliest. This vote
was a critical first step.
The US Supreme Court will soon
hear a case coming out of Mississippi which could possibly overturn Roe v. Wade. Without the
Protect Life Amendment passing

in Iowa, even if Roe v. Wade
were overturned today, abortion
would still be legal in Iowa. Simply put, passage of the Protect Life
Amendment is a critical and necessary step for the state of Iowa.
Please join us in praising God for
putting these legislators in authority over law-making in Iowa. Contact your Senator (https://
www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/
senate) and Representative

(https://www.legis.iowa.gov/
legislators/house) who voted
YES. Let them know that we
look forward to the day the
Protect Life Amendment is
put into the hands of Iowans
who love and value life.
Please share this information
and encouragement with your
congregation’s leaders and
members!

Request a pictorial listing of LCMS members currently serving in Iowa’s
Legislature by emailing klaube@lutheranfamilyservice.org.

IOWA LUTHERAN SCHOOL TUITION ORGANIZATION
Check out the new website: iowalutheransto.com

A great deal just got even better!
Due to recent legislative action,
for 2021, ILSTO now gives a 75% Iowa tax credit!

o

Our new goal is to raise $814,860 in 2021.
Students and families need your help.
Please help us reach our goal to maximize
our tuition assistance to Lutheran schools.

ALSO NEW TO ILSTO

A change in ILSTO policy makes sure more of your donations to ILSTO stay with your
designated school. This is up to a limit of 70% of need as determined by financial
assistance formulas of ILSTO.
Please help spread the word
to potentialSchools:
donors so we can award Lutheran school
Lutheran
families the maximum allowed by law.
Call today for more information: Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991

