Stewardship Spark / Monthly Mission Moment

August 2020
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission,
ministry, and administration areas? The District budget includes 55% for missions, 18% various ministries,
10% financial aid, and only 17% for administration and support services (only 17 cents of every dollar goes
towards administration expenses). Just like in the church, District has many of the same administrative
expenses. Some of these areas include office staff salaries, benefits, and travel; annual audit; office
equipment/supplies; utilities, maintenance, and insurance (note: your congregation could receive insurance
savings with Brotherhood Mutual Insurance – check out this website for more details:
www.idwlcms.org/insurance-resources.php.)
July 2020
The District supports a number of worthy mission projects, programs, and activities. This month, the part of
the budget “preparing church workers” is highlighted. When I started 22 years ago, the District’s annual
support for students studying at Concordia schools was around $60,000. Today, that amount has grown to
over $225,000. The increased support has come from endowment and restricted funds as well as support from
the LWML, individuals, and congregational gifts. At the end of August, the schools/students will begin to
receive the fall scholarship support from the District. Thank you for your congregational and individual gifts
as we joyfully support our future pastors and church workers so they can pass the Christian faith on to the next
generation.
June 2020
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in many mission and
ministry areas? The District budget historically has provided a significant amount of money for missions with
nearly 2/3 of the budget supporting missions: 1/3 for Synod missions and 1/3 for District missions. The
remaining budget covers congregational support services (Human Care, Education, Youth, Stewardship) and
administrative expenses. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa
District West and across the world! Thank you for your continued support especially during the COVID-19
pandemic.
May 2020
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in many mission and
ministry areas? The District budget strongly supports missions. In the area of church planting/missionary
partners, $204,000 is budgeted in 2020 to support several specific missionary partners:
Ankeny, The Gate – Rev. Duncan McLellan and Rev. Andrew Coop
Council Bluffs, St Paul’s – Rev. Nathan Sherrill and Rev. Tim Frank
Siouxland Hispanic missions – Rev. Paul Flo
West Des Moines, Shepherd of the Valley Hispanic missions – Rev. Lincon & Noemi Guerra
All restricted dollars received by the District for these specific missions are forwarded on to each missionary.
Mission donations can also be made by going to www.idwlcms.org and click on “Donate” link (top right).
April 2020
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? Did you know that 45% of your unrestricted congregational mission dollars support the work
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod? The 2020 budget includes $631,800 designated for LCMS mission
and ministry. As we all “walk together,” we ask every congregation to be a partner with District and the
Synod. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in IDW and across the world.
Last year, IDW was ranked the 6th highest mission giving out of 35 Districts. Thank you for your partnership!

March 2020
Thank you to the many congregations and individuals that financially supported Iowa District West in our last
fiscal period. God has truly blessed us with committed partners in ministry! From church planting (Ankeny) to
IOWAY outreach, encouragement for Lutheran schools to disaster relief efforts, church worker care to deaf
ministry… you’ve been a source of encouragement all along the way. Thank you for helping us achieve our
goals.
This issue of The Messenger includes congregational unrestricted support from the fiscal period February 1,
2019 through January 31, 2020. We promise to be very good stewards of the funds you have entrusted to the
District for mission and ministry work. The summary is also included in The Lutheran Witness and is online at
www.idwlcms.org/administrative.php (click on IDW resources & Unrestricted Congregation Budget
Receipts).
February 2020
What is Iowa District West? Iowa District West is the Synod in this place. IDW is one of 35 districts in the
LCMS. The District consists of 168 congregations in the western half of Iowa which includes 17 circuits,
58,957 baptized members, and 47,107 communicant members. It includes 197 pastors and 98 professional
church workers. We all walk together to achieve the same mission. Your dedicated District staff encourages
and assists to provide numerous services and resources that would not be accomplished if we were not in a
partnership. Because of your monthly District and Synod support, we are able to serve in all the areas of
mission/outreach, disaster relief, human care, education (early childhood/preschools, elementary schools,
family life), youth, stewardship/advancement, ecclesiastical administration, and leadership development. With
your congregation’s mission and ministry support, we will continue to work together to carry us forward for
which we have been sent. We are on a mission to support you and Christ’s mission!
January 2020
The year is almost over, but you still have time to make a year-end gift before December 31, 2019. Reminder:
according to IRS regulations, it is the postmark that determines the date of a mailed-in gift, not the date written
on the check. If you have a specific ministry you want to support (District missionary partner, IOWAY,
Mission Central, Joy in Ministry Scholarship Fund, Kapfer Memorial Scholarship, Disaster relief/LERT fund,
Youth Gathering, etc.) write on the check memo the ministry you want to support. Click here to donate online
in IDW or support numerous Synod ministries at www.lcms.org/givenow.
December 2019
This issue of The Monthly includes the congregational giving from the fiscal period February 1 - October 31.
Thank you to the 169 congregations and mission starts for your mission and ministry support. Praise God for
congregations’ generous giving and thanks to five circuits for 100% mission and ministry support (Cherokee,
Des Moines East, Le Mars, Mapleton, Spencer, and Storm Lake). The total 2019 District budget is $2,421,610
of which 56% directly supports missions! To view the recent Stewardship Annual Mailing and see the budget
summary, staff mission team, and more go to www.idwlcms.org/stewardship.php (click on Annual Mailing).
November 2019
Did you know that in addition to your congregational mission dollars, the District budget is supported by other
income sources including an estate from the Soenksen Legacy Fund? This account has provided support for
Synod Missions, World Missionaries, Ministerial Health, Lutheran School Outreach, Technology, and
Professional Church Worker Loan Repayment. Since 2013, the account has supported these mission and
ministries totaling $1.2 million. The Kouhns budget also includes an additional $50,000 to be available for
distribution this fall to assist student debt reduction (known as the Ministry Excellence Fund). Interested in
leaving an endowment or legacy to the District? For assistance, contact Jim Schroeder at 515.490.7371.
October 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? The current budget includes $306,550 for congregational services. This includes the areas of
education, youth, stewardship, and President’s office. The staff is available to connect, resource, and partner
with your congregation.

September 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of missions,
programs, projects, and activities? This month the education ministry is highlighted. The education budget for
2019 is $130,300 (5% of the budget) plus support from the Koepke Endowment. Rhonda Mohr can answer all
your questions in the areas of education, early childhood, day school, family life, and more! To learn more
about education areas in the District go to www.idwlcms.org/elementary-education.php or
www.idwlcms.org/early-childhood-education.php.
August 2019
Did you know that Iowa District West is one of the top districts in providing financial aid to students attending
our Concordia schools? The 2019 District budget includes $250,000 for financial aid, most of which comes
from restricted/endowment sources and LWML.
The District also helps pastors and professional church workers after they graduate. Since 2014, the District
has paid out over $250,000 in grants to reduce the educational indebtedness of 36 LCMS rostered workers in
the District (89 individual applications; workers can currently apply up to 5 years). Deadline to apply is
November 1. This is possible, thanks to generous people in the District who have remembered the District in
their estate plans.
July 2019
Did you know that you can avoid the summer slump by educating your congregation’s pastors and laity?
Coming to Iowa this August is the “More Than Giving” Doxology program to be held at Camp Okoboji.
Thanks to the Synod’s Stewardship Director Rev. Heath Curtis and Assistant Director Rev. Nathan Meador
leaders will learn:

1.
2.
3.
4.

A fresh view of the undergirding theology of stewardship;
A candid overview of the financial challenges facing most churches large and small;
A preview of quality resources available;
Practical tools for stewardship flowing from the presence of Christ through His means of
grace;
5. A year-round stewardship action plan and strategies tailored to your ministry needs.
This conference will equip you to develop healthy stewardship lifestyles among your member
households and in your congregation as a whole. For more information, see the poster included this
month and register online at www.Doxology.us.
June 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars are supporting a variety of mission and ministry efforts
all across the District? The 2019 budget includes $23,205 for Lutheran Family Service plus complimentary
office space valued at over $18,000 annually. With four regional offices in Iowa, LFS is your partner in
ministry bringing the healing presence of Jesus Christ to those in need. For more information about LFS
contact them at 515.573.3138 or www.LutheranFamilyService.org.
May 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in many mission and
ministry areas? The District budget strongly supports missions. In the area of church planting/missionary
partners, $234,000 is budgeted to support five specific missionary partners:
Ankeny, The Gate – Rev. Aaron Hannemann
Council Bluffs, St Paul’s – Rev. Nathan Sherrill and Rev. Tim Frank
Norwalk, Christ Our Savior – Rev. Bill Clark
Siouxland Hispanic missions – Rev. Henry Witte (and Rev. Michael Awe)
West Des Moines, Shepherd of the Valley Hispanic missions – Rev. Lincon & Deaconess Noemi Guerra
Any additional restricted dollars received by the District for these specific missions are forwarded on to each
missionary. Donations can also be made by going to www.idwlcms.org and click on “Donate” link (top right).

April 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? Did you know that 45% of your unrestricted congregational mission dollars support the work
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod? The 2019 budget includes $632,880 designated for LCMS
mission and ministry. As we all “walk together,” we ask every congregation to be a partner with District and
the Synod. Your dollars make a difference in carrying out the mission and ministry in Iowa and across the
world. Last year, IDW was ranked the 5th highest mission giving out of 35 Districts. Thank you for your
partnership!
March 2019
Thank you for your Mission and Ministry Support! This issue of The Messenger includes the congregational
giving (unrestricted support; direct mission support not included) from the fiscal period February 1, 2018
through January 31, 2019. Thank you to the 168 congregations for your mission and ministry support. We
promise to be very good stewards of the funds you have entrusted to the District for mission and ministry
work. The summary is also included The Lutheran Witness and online at www.idwlcms.org/administrative.php
(click on IDW resources & Unrestricted Congregation Budget Receipts).
February 2019
Did you know that your congregational mission dollars support the District budget in a variety of mission and
ministry areas? The current budget includes $6,000 for chaplaincy services in Council Bluffs and Des Moines.
Driving a long distance, especially during the winter, might be difficult so several part-time pastors are
available to serve you. Details and contact information are on the website at www.idwlcms.org/humancare.php.
January 2019
What is Iowa District West? Iowa District West is the Synod in this place. IDW is one of 35 districts in the
LCMS. The District consists of 168 congregations in the western half of Iowa which includes 17 circuits,
58,957 baptized members, and 47,100 communicant members. It includes 194 pastors and 101 professional
church workers. We all walk together to achieve the same mission. Your dedicated District staff encourages
and assists to provide numerous services and resources that would not be accomplished if we were not in a
partnership. Because of your monthly District and Synod support, we are able to serve in all the areas of
mission/outreach, disaster relief, human care, education (40 early childhood/preschools, 8 elementary schools,
family life), youth, stewardship/advancement, ecclesiastical administration, and leadership development. With
your congregation’s mission and ministry support, we will continue to work together to carry us forward for
which we have been sent. We are on a mission to support you and Christ’s mission!

